
 

 
Groby 

United Reformed Church 
 

              
              

    April 2012 



 2 

 
 

 
   

On Saturday 3rd March the Reverend Sue McKenzie was 
inducted to the Pastorate of Groby United Reformed Church. 
She is pictured above with husband Lewis. 
 

During the induction the Congregation were asked to make 
promises:  
To receive Sue McKenzie as from God, as minister of Word 
and Sacraments of the United Reformed Church. 
To pray for Sue in her ministry, giving her due honour, support 
and encouragement 
We do and We will. 
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Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. In 
his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.  
      1 Peter 1:3 
 

The celebrations of Easter are something to look 
forward to as we praise God for the greatest 

victory of all – the victory won by Jesus over sin and 
death, and the new birth available to us all into a living 

hope! But there is something else we need to do 
before we get there. We need to remember how that 
victory was won. The suffering of the Son of God on a 
cross at Calvary was incomparable as he took upon 

himself the weight of the world’s sin on his shoulders. Jesus 
even felt himself abandoned by God. (Matt 27: 46)  
 
We can understand that new birth comes after a bit of a 
struggle. A chick has a hard time as it struggles to peck its way 
out of its egg. A baby has a pretty tough time too, making its 
way into the world. The baby’s dad often shares what can be a 
pretty painful journey; but it is all worth it when their baby is 
born. On rather a different scale, brave people in some of the 
world’s most unstable countries are struggling to bring new 
democracies to birth. That often costs lives. Bringing 
something to birth, demands great commitment from those 
who seek to make it happen. But the joy that follows is worth it.  
 
When I’m watching a film I always close my eyes when it gets 
to anything even a bit nasty – I just want the happy ending. But 
when it comes to Good Friday, I know I must keep my eyes 
open. We need to experience Holy Week before we can 
celebrate Easter; we need to share in the journey of Jesus and 
be confronted with the stark reality of the crucifixion so that we 
can then celebrate Easter with heartfelt joy. So let’s make the 
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most of opportunities that we have to share in Jesus’ journey to 
the cross, so that we can really celebrate on Easter morning. 
 
On a completely different note, both Lewis and I want to say a 
BIG THANK YOU for all the work that went into making the 
weekend of my Induction so memorable. You made everyone 
who came so welcome, our families, friends and folk from 
Barnet all commented on it and the service was a great 
blessing. So much work goes into the preparation for an event 
like this, much of it quietly behind the scenes. So whether it 
was logistics, media, flowers, food, cleaning, printing, 
welcoming or something else - it was all much appreciated.  
 
Many of you will know that it has been a challenge tying up the 
buying and selling of houses so that we could move to Groby. 
Thank you for your concern and prayers. But all is now sorted 
and we look forward to welcoming you to our new home in due 
course. The phone number is 0116 232 1733. E-mail 
suemcken@gmail.com  My role as your minister is a 60% 
scooping, (so not full time!) and I will be working out with the 
Elders how that looks in practice. But I intend to publish a kind 
of timetable with the days I am working each month so that 
everyone knows. The working days will not be the same every 
week so that I can be a part of church life on different days.  
 
May the Lord bless you all richly as we work together serving 
Him. 
 
Happy Easter!   Sue 
 
 

 
  

Come and join us on Easter Sunday  
in the hall, 8.30 for 9.45 am. Please see  
the sign up sheet on the notice board 

mailto:suemcken@gmail.com
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Ethan Day 7 on 4th April 

    Isabella Eagle 11 on 11th April 

        Christian Flude 11 on 29th April 

  And… Fern Johnson 15 on 21st April 
 

 Belated Happy Returns to Dave Smith, Judith Robinson, 

Christine Coaton and Pat Judd who all celebrated a 

 ‘Big O’ Birthday recently  

~~~~~ 
 

What a pleasure it was to welcome Tony Leyton last month to 
lead our service on “the plagues”. He gave an excellent 
sermon, speaking of God working through his creation – the 
natural phenomena of this universe – rather than a grand 
magician pulling rabbits out of a hat. In a brief conversation 
after the service we touched upon “the exodus”. What a treat it 
would be to hear him preach on that.  
        Jim 

 
One Bank Holiday weekend, the queues of cars at a petrol 
station were very long and slow moving and the drivers 
becoming impatient. The attendant turned to a regular 
customer, a church minister, and said, “I’m sorry for the long 
wait, the trouble is that everyone waits until the last minute to 
buy petrol for a trip which they have planned for weeks.”  
“Don’t worry,” replied the minister, “we have the same problem 
in our business.”    
      Blame Hily Seaton! 
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WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
 

Roger opened the 
service by showing 
slides and telling us 
about the country of 
Malaysia – 
traditions, diverse 
cultures, religions, 
multi-ethnicity, the 
astonishing flora 
and fauna, the 
endangered rain- 
forests, migrant 
workers from China, 
the production of 
palm oil, and much 
more…  
 

Paik Kim brought in 
candles, dressed in her Malaysian costume, and very fetching she 
looked too! 
 

The theme “Let Justice Prevail” echoed the present-day concerns of 
the unjust actions endured, especially by women. Voices for truth 
and justice have been silenced. The Christian women of Malaysia, 
who prepared the service, ask for forgiveness and justice as they 
consider these complex issues. 
 

This year it was St Philip & St James turn to host the occasion, with 
Rev. Louise reflecting on the theme, using her experiences gained 
from a visit to Malaysia, which made it very real for us.  
 

It was the usual mix of ladies from both the churches leading, 
reading and praying; with Paul on the organ and Brian as techie.  
 

We enjoyed signing the well known hymns and a new song for good 
measure. What a shame more folk were unable to attend as it was a 
lovely meaningful service, but just happened to fall on a busy Friday 
evening. Well done the women of Malaysia and the women of Groby  

The collection for the work of WWDP was £133.9 
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 APRIL WORSHIP PROGRAMME 

1st 
10.00am 

Palm Sunday 
Tony Childs 
Exodus 12:31-13:16 
Exodus! 

 

♫ Debbie et al… 
 
Media: Mark & Nick 

8th 
 7.00am 
 8.30am         
 
10.00am 
 

 

Easter Sunday 
Communion at Old John 
The Happy Easter 
Breakfast 
 
Revd Sue McKenzie 
Holy Communion 

♫ Groby Music.com 

 

Media: Phil 

 
 

 
 
 

15th 
10.00am 
 
6.30pm 

Kevan Hall 
Exodus 13:17-15:21 
Wilderness and Red Sea 
3SE at P&J A youth 
focused service 

♫ T.B.A. 

Media: Barry & Kevan 
 
“Is Poverty in England 
an issue?" 

22nd 
10.00am 

 Sue McKenzie with  

All Age Worship 

♫ T.B.A. 

 
Media: Alan & Chris 

29th 
10.00am 

Revd Sue McKenzie 
Exodus 15:22-16:36 
Bread from Heaven 

♫ T.B.A. 

 
Media: Dan & Nick 

 

Congratulations: It’s the nicest thing that’s happened to me this week 
said Lynne Mellor of Sycamore Grove, Groby when she won the 
hamper of Fair Trade food. Her prize was presented by Stephen 
Burdett, Store Manager of Budgens. She went on to say: Tell the 
children of Martinshaw School their art work display of Fairtrade 
goods is really lovely. See report page 10 
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HANDS TO THE APRIL PLOUGH  

 VESTRY HOLY 
COMMUNION 

CRECHE 

1st Norma  Rachel ? 

8th Pat Kevan Hilary & Pat C 

15th Mary  Ann T & Barbs C 

22nd Phil  Linda & Susie 

29th Ruth  Stacey & Linda 

    

 COFFEE FLOWER ROTA 

1st Sue LB & Hily Kay Blick 

8th The 2 Kays Anne & Ron Brandon 

15th Dave & Hilary C Ward 

22nd Pat C & Mary P Beryl Gardiner 

29th Ann T & Barbara C Mandi & Dan Collins 

  
CTG FAIR CUPPA 

 
WELCOME 

5th Muriel & June 1st Jean & Sheila 

12th Margaret & Romaine 8th Hiscock Family 

26th Connie & Beryl 22nd Anne & Barbs 

May 3rd Glennis & Neta 29th Joy & Peter 

    

 CLEANING DETAIL        

Mch 30/31st Ruth, Maria, Sue, Ana, Judith 

6/7th Pat C, Kay B, Joy & Peter 

13/14th Pat S, Linda & Tim, Kay P 

20/21st 
27/28th 

Jeanette & Barrie, Anne, Hilary 
Barbs & Hedley, Kathy dB, Lynda H 
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Maundy Thursday Soup Supper 7.00 pm. at the URC 
 

Good Friday 10.30 am., Christ in the Centre 
staged in  

Humberstone Gate 
Good Friday Reflections 7.30 pm. at P&J 

 

Sunday 8th 7.00 am Easter Morning on Old John 
Sunday 8th 8.30 am The Happy Easter Breakfast in the hall,  
   cooked by BdB - our own in-house chef 
 

Tuesday 17th Elders Meeting & Talking to God 

 

Saturday 21st More Than Gold Pub Quiz 7.30pm Venue TBC 
 

Tuesday 24
th

 CTG Forum AGM 7.30pm 
 

There is no Saturday CTG Prayer Breakfast this month 
 

 
 

An opportunity to spend time 
together talking to God  

               about our Church 
 

Tuesday evening 17th at 7.30 
  

Everyone welcome and everyone important   
 

  
The deadline for the May edition of Contact is  

Sunday April 22nd earlier if possible please   
Please email (preferred) or hand your items to:  

Joy Russell :  joyrussell@ntlworld.com 
Mary Stait : mpstait@hotmail.com 

mailto:joyrussell@ntlworld.com
mailto:mpstait@hotmail.com
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Charlotte wrestles 
The Big Mug! 
 

Well done the Team: 
Anne, Catherine, 
Charlotte, Jan, Joy, 
Kathy, Lynda, Ruth, 
Mary P, Roger, 
Sarah, Sue LB, 
Susie, Peter.  
 

This year pupils from 
Martinshaw Primary 
School help support 
the Church in 

promoting Fairtrade Fortnight. As in previous years, the church 
worked with the Co-op and Budgens to help promote Fairtrade 
Fortnight to shoppers in the village.  This year the Year 6 pupils at 
Martinshaw created collage pictures for display at the two stores.   
 

The pupils spent time learning about Fairtrade, including taking part 
in a lively debating game.  Small groups of children represented the 
different groups of people involved in the growing and selling of 
bananas and attempted to negotiate with each other to agree on a 
fair distribution of the profits made from selling bananas in the 
supermarkets.   
 

The children were then given the opportunity to choose something 
that can be bought fairtrade and create collage pictures using a 
range of materials.  These were then mounted onto boards and 
displayed in the shops on Saturday 10th March. The pictures were 
also used to create a grid for the annual free competition to win a 
hamper of fairtrade produce from Co-op and Budgens.  Shoppers 
were invited to choose a square on the grid behind which they 
thought the prize had been hidden and we are pleased to say that 
200 people took part in this competition.   
The artwork created a talking point to raise awareness amongst 
shoppers and the work with the children has hopefully planted a 
seed of understanding in the next generation of shoppers too... 
See the Spotlight magazine for more pictures. 
          Catherine Ward 
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A world in crisis? 
Your church seeking direction? 

Is God is calling you? 
 

TLS offers an opportunity to:  
Examine your faith 

Enrich your discipleship 
Explore your calling 

To get going with God 
 

Training for Learning and Serving has been around for over 25 
years. Since 1995 it has provided the opportunity for more than 
800 people in the United Reformed Church to learn and train to 
serve God more effectively. 
 
This is what some of those who have experienced TLS say: 
 

‘TLS has helped me get a better understanding of God and 
myself’ 

  
‘It gave me the confidence to open prayer to the community in 
an effective way.’ 
 
‘The educational value of the course has been great to 
someone starting with only a small knowledge base.’  
 
‘I didn’t think I could do it but others did, and with support and 
encouragement and prayerful backing I now feel I am where 
God wants me to be.’ 
 
‘My year on TLS has been a fascinating and wonderful 
journey.’ 
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WHAT IS TLS? 
 
It is 

 A spiritual journey  

 A variety of courses on subjects related to Christian life and 
discipleship 

 A diverse learning experience with opportunities for 
o Reflective and practical work 
o Personal and group study 
o Local and residential gatherings 

 A fellowship of friendly people 
 
YOU CAN DO TLS 

 Just out of personal interest, to help you be more 
understanding and effective in your Christian discipleship 

 To explore opportunities to serve God in the future 

 To help you acquire United Reformed Church Assembly Lay 
Preaching accreditation 

 Because it doesn’t matter whether you have some academic 
experience or none.  

 
HOW CAN I FIND OUT MORE? 
More details, including the current prospectus and application form, 
are to be found on the United Reformed Church Web-site at 

www.urc.org.uk 
Click the TLS icon on the front page or follow the route through 
‘What we do’ 

OR 
Contact the TLS Administrator, Mrs Heather Skidmore, at  

27 Yew Tree Road 
Elkesley,  
Retford 
Notts.  
DN22 8AY 
Tel: 01777 838634  
E-mail: tlsskid@btinternet.com 

who will be happy to send to you the TLS Prospectus and 
Application Form 
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Christ in the Centre is firmly established as one of the biggest 
and most effective pieces of Christian outreach staged in the 
country. 

The key to its success is that it brings the true meaning of 
Easter alive for an audience of approaching 10,000 people 
gathered in Leicester city centre in a dramatic and compelling 
way. 

Christ in the Centre 2012 will be held on Friday 6th April 2012. 
The event will be staged entirely in Humberstone Gate, starting 
at 10.30am and concluding before noon. 
 

 

It’s Tradition!  
CHURCHES TOGETHER IN GROBY 

EASTER MORNING 7.00 AM 

MEET AT OLD JOHN 
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Twenty five and several watching!!  
The photo shows some of the participants busy at the Art 
Attack on March 15th. We think the result (displayed on the 
church walls) speaks for itself. 
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Fairtrade Double Chocolate Brownies 

 
 

This recipe is taken from the Fairtrade Foundation’s ‘Fair 
Comment’, Spring 2012 and is bound to be a winner for any 
chocolate lovers out there. 
 
Ingredients: 
4 oz / 110g margarine 
½ level teaspoon FAIRTRADE vanilla essence 
2 oz / 50g FAIRTRADE cocoa 
2oz / 50g self raising flour 
2 free range eggs 
2 oz / 50g FAIRTRADE chopped nuts (optional) 
8 oz / 225g FAIRTRADE caster sugar 
Chopped plain FAIRTRADE chocolate for topping 
 
Method: 
- Melt margarine then add the rest of the ingredients, mix 

well 

- Pour into a tin lined with greaseproof paper, sprinkle 

chopped nuts or chocolate on the top 

- Cook for 30 minutes at Gas 4 / 180 C 

- While still warm gently cut into pieces in the tin.  Place a 

cooling rack on top of the brownie, turn upside down 

(carefully!) then remove the tin and peel back the 

greaseproof paper.  Place a second cooling rack on top of 

the upside down brownie and turn the right way up.  Allow 

to cool and then enjoy! 
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Groby United Reformed Church     

 Chapel Hill, Groby 

 
Minister: 
   Revd Sue McKenzie 

    Tel: 0116 232 7133  
       E-mail suemcken@gmail.com  

 
 

Secretarial Team:    Children/Youth Worker: 
Mrs. Norma Whittaker    Deb Goodhead  
Tel: 0116 287 6606    Tel: 0116 231 2038 or 
Email;normawhit4@virgin media.com   077305 96309 
Mr. Peter Russell    Hall Lettings:   
Tel: 0116 299 6164    Mrs K Peel 2250045 

 

Groby URC is a member of the Evangelical Alliance UK. 
Groby URC website: www.grobyurc.com   

 
Sunday Worship 

10am: Morning Worship: All Age with ychurch (children’s session) 
Holy Communion as announced. Babies and toddlers can be 
cared for on Sunday mornings. 

 
The church building has a loop hearing system, wheelchair 
access, disabled toilet and nappy-changing facilities for babies. 
 

Home Groups: Thursday evenings – see an elder for details 

  

Weekday Activities: 
Monday:  9.30-11.30am Noah’s Ark Club for toddlers and families. 
Monday: 2.00-4.00pm Painting class for handicapped people. 
Monday:   Urban Saints*: 
     After school to 4.45pm    Quest (boys and girls in reception and years 1, 2 and 3) 

       6.30-7.30pm   Genesis (boys and girls in years 4, 5 and 6) 
       7.45-9.00pm Rock Solid (young people in years 7, 8 and 9) 

Wednesday: 7.30-9.00pm Revelation (young people in years 10, 11, 12 and 13) 
Thursday :  10.30-12.00 Noon Fair Cuppa* at Groby Village Hall. 
Friday    9.30-11.30am CATCH* Coffee and chat (in term-time) 
Friday:  7.30-9.30pm Gap* (young people in years 10. 11. 12 & 13) 
Saturday:  8.00-9.00am Prayers in the church hall for everyone 
 

*These events come under the umbrella of Churches Together in Grob 

 

mailto:suemcken@gmail.com

