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REMEMBERING TONY CHILDS 
‘Well done, good and faithful servant…’ 

 
Tony Childs died suddenly on 29th September aged 75 after 
being diagnosed with lung cancer in August this year. His 
thanksgiving service was held at Barrow Baptist Church on 
10th October and was attended by five members from this 
congregation. The church was packed to capacity and the Gap 
(rooms at the rear of the church), were also packed. What a 
tribute to Tony and his Christian principles and personality. 
 
Tony met Anne when she was doing her nurses training; they 
married soon after and subsequently, had two daughters, a 
son and grandchildren. After National Service, he graduated as 
a school teacher. He served on the Parish Council, was a 
gifted photographer and worked tirelessly in the Lord’s service. 
 
Tony has been coming to Groby URC for almost 30 years and 
seen us through two pastoral vacancies. It was he who first 
suggested Holiday at Home and invited Groby friends over to 
Barrow to see how the scheme worked. What an insight to 
watch Tony, Anne and their team interact with over 100 elderly 
people; their calling was inspirational. 
 
At the funeral many people went forward to pay tribute and one 
friend  referred to him as ‘Waffling Tony’ which made everyone 
laugh; but for those of us who have listened to his sermons 
over the years, Tony’s love for the Lord and knowledge of the 
Bible was a shining example to all. 
 
He and Anne attended Sue McKenzie’s induction service and 
Tony led morning worship in Groby just before Easter. He was 
due to preach in October. We shall miss his visits greatly and 
he will be recorded in our little golden book of memories as 
one of the Groby URC saints. 
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Dear Friends, 
I couldn't find the tins of tuna in the supermarket the other 
week because they were moving things around to make room 
for Christmas goods! And it's only just October!) It can be 
frustrating when things change. And we are all too aware of the 
changes we see in the world around us that we don't like too 
much. But change is inevitable.  I came across one of those 
little quotes the other day: 'No-one likes change except a wet 
baby.' (Attributed to Noel Coward)  
 
Actually, some people, apart from wet babies, enjoy change - 
they thrive on new experiences, they need to move on, seeking 
ever new challenges. Others thrive when things are settled and 
life is predictable and calm. In reality of course, life is neither 
completely one or the other and with help from the God who 
never changes, who is our constant, we can embrace change 
with confidence as it happens. 
 
There will be changes from January in the youth and children's 
work as Deb Goodhead, the youth and children's worker, 
leaves us to follow God's leading in a new direction.  (We are 
certainly going to miss her!) There will be changes as Extend 
looks to new ways of working, and to appointing a new worker 
who will bring different gifts and skills. The Extend Governing 
Group would value your prayers and support as they prepare 
for this. And there are changes to the way the youth and 
children's work is funded.  We ALL need to take this on board 
and to pray about how we can respond so that this amazing, 
quality work, which reaches so many children and young 
people in Groby with the good news of God's love, can 
continue, grow and develop. Please make sure you have one 
of the Extend leaflets 'A Vision for the Future' that gives all the 
details. 
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  As a church too, there will be 
 changes as we move forward into 

 new areas of mission and new 
ways of doing things.  And of course 

there will be changes in ourselves as 
individuals as we grow closer to Jesus.  That 

growth in faith, as we open ourselves more and more to 
the Holy Spirit and to all that God has for us can be abit scary. 
But we need not be afraid because God gives only good gifts 
to his children!  
 
'Which of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 
Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? If you then, 
though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good 
gifts to those who ask him!'                           (Matthew 7: 9-11) 
 
Let us thank God for the constancy of his love, for the good 
gifts he gives, and for his presence with us in every changing 
circumstance. 
With warm greetings in Christ, 
Sue 
 
 

 
 

 An opportunity to spend time together  

talking to God about our Church 

 

Tuesday evening 7.30pm 20 Nov  

 One hour of prayer, once a month led by 

an Elder.  
 

Everyone welcome and everyone important 
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OUR CAJAMARCA HARVEST 

 
The café-style harvest was well received with good interaction 
from the congregation around tables, which made it easier to 
discuss the pros and cons of the people of Cajamarca. We 
sang some old songs and learned some new, watched one or 
two short video clips about the people we have been hearing 
about over the last few months and enjoyed working together 
in small groups on informative work sheets. The idea of each 
table writing a prayer and one representative going forward to 
read their prayer aloud was a powerful way of engaging every-
one in the needs of Olga, Nelida & their Peruvian friends. 
 
The haunting Peruvian music, lovely photographs on the OHP, 
authentically made Quinoa bread! - used for the family 
Communion, all added to the spirit of the day. 

 

 
 

Part of the congregation at the Café-style Harvest Service 
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One of the Prayers: Father, help us to learn from the church in 
Cajamarca and equip us too to realise our shared commission. 
 
The Grid group (12-15 year olds) also looked at Cajamarca 
and compared it with Groby in terms of education. They shared 
the Bible reading and discussed what God was saying, 
especially in terms of what was the treasure that would last 
forever and how this is more valuable than money. They then 
brainstormed what education covered in Cajamarca and Groby 
each young person contributing to the sheets. The questions 
provoked some interesting thoughts and the realisation that 
without any education the end result would probably be 
starvation. However, even with a basic practical education of 
farming and running simple businesses like selling vegetables 
and craft, the people had a greater sense of community and 
protectiveness of one another than we, in the western world 
have. Their willingness to look after one another above their 
own needs is greater. In England it is compulsory to be at 
school however NOT compulsory to apply yourself! The 
children in Cajamarca do not have to go to school and 
probably have to pay had few resources.  
(Excerpts from a report by Sarah Down) 
 
After the service and mingling over coffee 40 people remained 
for a chicken hot-pot version of a Pacamanca lunch and then 
stayed around for some relaxed conversation. 
 
Generous donations were made towards the lunch, which were 
added to the small change from the collection, amounting to 
£220. This sum has now been sent to Cajamarca, via Warmis 
and Tearfund.  
 
Thank you everyone for your contributions, and all those who 
made our harvest Sunday such an enjoyable experience.  
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HANDS TO THE NOVEMBER PLOUGH  

  
VESTRY 

HOLY 
COMMUNION 

 
CRECHE 

4th Sarah Kathy t.b.c.  

11th P&J - Jim   

18th Pat   

25th Mark   

    

 COFFEE FLOWER ROTA 

4th Jan & Kathy dB Judith Robinson 

11th - - 

18th Sue LB & Hily Gina & Vernon Blower 

25th Pat C & Mary P Muriel Ward 

   
 CTG FAIR CUPPA WELCOME 

1st Muriel & June 4th Hiscock Family 

8th Margaret & Romaine 11th P&J Moira & Jim 

15th Ellen & Linda 18th Anne & Barbs 

22nd Connie & Beryl 25th Joy & Peter 

29th Glennis & Nita   

    

 CLEANING DETAIL   Your church needs YOU!    

2nd/3rd Pat S, Linda & Tim, Kay P 

9th/10th Jeanette & Barrie, Anne, Hilary 

16th/17th Barbara & Hedley, Kathy dB, Lynda H 

23rd/24th Sue & Lewis, Mary S – help needed please 

  

 

Many folk want to serve God, but only as advisors 
Submitted by Muriel Ward 
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November Worship Programme 
 

4th 
10.00am 

Rev Sue McKenzie 
Colossians 3: 1 & 4: 18 
‘Christ like relations’ 
Holy Communion 

♫ Kirby Muxloe 
Music Group 
 
Media: Chris Down 
 

11th 
10.45 am 

CTG Remembrance 
Service at P&J 
With Sue McKenzie 
 

♫ P&J 
 
Media: -  

18th 
10.00am 
 
 
6.30pm 

Rev Peter Meeks  
Moderator East 
Midlands Synod 
 
CTG 3SE at P&J – 
Reaching out to non-
Christians Guest 
Speaker: Matt Brown 
Reality Youth Project 
 

♫ Worship Group 
with Debbie 
 
Media: Barry 
duBoulay 
 

25th 
10.00am 

Dalton King 
All Age Worship 

 
 
 
 

♫ Worship Group 
 
Media: Alan Bloor 

 
 

 and other small 
items of seasonal interest available after the service on 
Sunday 18th November. Also the latest catalogues. 
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NOVEMBER 2012 DIARY… 
 

 
 

Sunday 4th Operation Christmas Child - See 
details on page 16 

 
Monday 7th & 14th Alpha at Stamford Arms 
 

Tuesday 13th Elder’s Meeting 
 

Wednesday 14th 10.30-2.00pm Art Attack for retirees   
 

Saturday 17th Film & Food for Fellas – details David Harrup  
 

Sunday 18th Tearfund Christmas Card Sale after service. 
 

Tuesday 20th Talking to God 7.30pm 
 

Saturday 24th 8.00am CTG Prayer Breakfast followed by 
Christmas card bundling (P&J to feed, URC to lead) 
 

 The deadline for the Christmas/January 
2011/12 double issue is Sunday 18th November  
Please email (preferred) to: joyrussell@ntlworld.com. or Mary 
Stait: mpstait@hotmail.com  Please forward Christmas details 
a.s.a.p.  
 

Every Saturday morning from 8.00-9.00 prayers in the hall 
 
 

Working party required towards for the end of this 
month to assemble and decorate the church 
Christmas tree - refreshments and laughter 
guaranteed! Watch the notice board or speak to 

Barbara Lomas for more information, 
 

mailto:joyrussell@ntlworld.com
mailto:mpstait@gotmail.com
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Groby Community College 

December 19th & 20th at 7.00pm 

 

Ticket Sales Sue Lawrence-Brooks Tel: 2312866 

Adults £3 & Children £1.50 
 

 
WHERE HAVE ALL THE TEA TOWELS GONE? 
With apologies to Pete Seeger 
 
Where have all the tea towels gone? 
Long time missing 
Where have all the tea towels gone?       
Many days ago 
Where have all the tea towels gone? 
Folks have taken them every one 
When will they ever learn? 
When will they ever learn? 
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THE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH WAS 40! On Friday 5 
October, the United Reformed Church, arguably the youngest 
of the mainstream Christian denominations in the United 
Kingdom, was forty years old.  The United Reformed Church 
came into being when, on 5 October 1972, English 
Presbyterians formally united with English and Welsh 
Congregationalists to create the first union of separate 
denominations since the Reformation.  The URC subsequently 
united with the reformed Association of Churches of Christ in 
1981 and the Congregational Union of Scotland in 2000.   
The Revd Roberta Rominger, general secretary of the URC, 
said:  “So, forty years of the URC – that’s quite something! I 
look back over the past four decades of our history and I see 
great things and not-so-good things, but mostly I see a feisty 
church, made up of feisty Christians, called to be God’s 
people, transformed by the Gospel of Christ and making a 
difference in the world.  I am proud of this denomination…our 
wealth of fantastic hymn writers; our early commitment to the 
ordination of women; our model of concilliar not hierarchical 
leadership; our church related community workers, combining 
professional community work with gospel values and the fact 
that we consistently punch above our weight, campaigning on 
a whole range of social justice issues including the use of 
drones, the financial transaction tax and issues of poverty and 
inequality. Bravo the United Reformed Church!” 
The URC’s creation was the result of The United Reformed 
Church Bill, which was introduced into the House of Lords in 
November 1971 and was eventually passed on 22 June 1972.  
The first meeting of the United Reformed Church Assembly 
was 5 October 1972. Today, the URC comprises one hundred 
thousand people in 1600 congregations more than 80 million 
Christians are members of the Reformed family of churches, 
the largest Protestant tradition. The name “Reformed” is used 
because the churches emerged out of the reform movements 
of the sixteenth century.  www.urc.org.uk  

 

http://www.urc.org.uk/
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A  FLAVOUR OF THE OCTOBER ELDERS MEETING 

 

Reorganisation of Pastoral Care: The work has now been 

completed by the care team and the whole Church Family to be 

informed of the new structure in due course.  
 

Back to Church Sunday: The Church was almost full for this 

service with a number of new folks in attendance. There was 

positive feedback from regular attendees on the service structure. 

It was felt that the content was successful in its approach to 

modern day church. 
  
Electronic Display for the Church Entrance Hall:  Kevan has 

undertaken to research the best options for our Church and will 

report back to the Eldership once his research is completed. 
 

A New Church Website: Mark, Mary and Kevan met with the 

website designer recently. Various options for the site were 

discussed with some good and interesting ideas coming out of 

their meeting. A report on the new site will be taken to the next 

church meeting.    
 

Welcome packs: Mary and Kathy are involved in formulating a 

welcome pack for new folks coming into our Church for the first 

time, with the hope they might like more information about what 

the Church has to offer.  
 

CTG Alpha Course: This course which meets at the Stamford 

has15 people attending, 5 of which are leaders. The group have 

‘jelled’ really well and all seem to enjoy being on the course. 
 

Sunshine Room Makeover: Deb Goodhead (CTG Youth Worker) 

is planning a makeover for the sunshine room and is enlisting the 

help of some of the young people. 
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Wednesday November 14th  
10.30am - 2.00pm at the URC 

 

We are hoping to paint a Christmas mural 
or a Christmas card 

 
No special talent is called for, just come and 
enjoy painting along with the team. 

 
A light luncheon of homemade 

soup and a filled roll will be 
served around midday 

 
Elevenses ~ coffee & biscuits  

 
Please inform to Anne 28775585 

or Joy 2996164 if you are coming. 
 
Places are limited, but lifts are available! 

 

 

 
 

Simram Billing 11 on the 4th 

Jay Billing 9 on the 24th 
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Growing Messy Church, 
Growing Disciples 

With Lucy Moore 
 

Saturday 8th December 2012 
10am-3.30pm 

St Paul’s Church, Hamble Road, Oadby, LE2 4NX 
 
 Free!!!  This day conference will address  
   three key questions: 
 
1. How to develop and strengthen Messy Church? 
2. How are disciples growing in Messy Church? 
3. How can we make the most of the opportunities Messy 
Church presents for growing disciples? 
 
Come and join the discussion about this important issue; 
the day offers something for everyone no matter what 
stage of Messy Church you are at. 
 
To book email: mmbookings@leccofe.org or contact  
Claire Stapleton on 0116 261 5317 
 
Bring your own lunch and we’ll provide the coffee! Free!!! 
 

   
 

ANTI-SLAVERY day falls on 18 October each year. Various 
organisations around the UK held events to raise awareness of 
modern-day slavery and to encourage people to combat it.  
The anti-trafficking charity UNCHOSEN held a film campaign at 
Loughborough URC on the evening of 18/10 with a screening 
of ‘Britain’s Secret Slaves’. Afterwards the local organisers  
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held interviews and Q&As. The Local MP Nicky Morgan also 
attended and participated in a lively debate from the floor. 
 
Representatives from the charity KALAYAAN who campaign 
for the rights of migrant domestic workers were also part of 
interview panel. These workers are people who have entered 
the UK legally with an employer, on a domestic worker visa in 
a private household. The isolated, dependant and unregulated 
nature of working in private households, combined with 
gender-based and racial discrimination means that these 
domestic workers are vulnerable to exploitation. They face 
physical, psychological and sexual abuse, discrimination, low 
pay and long hours. Some domestic workers are trafficked for 
domestic servitude. 
 
The hour-long video was difficult to watch and not surprisingly, 
given the subject, the attendance was on the low side.  
The enthusiasm and concern for greater knowledge on anti-
slavery more than made up for the low attendance. 
Well done Loughborough URC 
 
 

A Host of Angels Festival 
at St Philip and St James Church, Groby 

Saturday 1st December 10.00am-6pm 
Sunday 2nd December 12.00 – 6.00pm 

Wed and Thurs 4pm-6pm 
Entry £2.50 
Children free 

 
Come and see a host of angels created by our 
Church family and community groups, lit and 

displayed in the church 
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IT’S SHOEBOX TIME! 
 

Operation Christmas Child is the world’s largest children’s Christmas 
project – sending gift-filled shoeboxes to children in need around the 
world since 1990. 
 
Right now, thousands of churchgoers across the UK are busy 
wrapping, packing and filling shoeboxes with great little gifts for 
children in need overseas.  Let’s join with them and get involved 
again this year. 
 
 The children receiving shoeboxes will not only encounter God’s love 
through the gift they receive – many will also have the chance to 
attend a follow-up programme run by the local church, where they 
can find out more about Jesus  and have the chance to accept Him 
into their lives. 

Things we need include: 

Toys: Bear, soft toy, tennis ball, finger puppet, jigsaw, yo-yo, building 
blocks, small musical instrument. For boys trucks and cars, for girls 
dolls, clip on earrings etc. 

Educational supplies: Felt pens, pens, pencils, pencil sharpener, 
eraser, colouring book, notepad, picture or puzzle book, chalk, pencil 
case, stickers etc. 

Hygiene items: Toothbrush, toothpaste, hairbrush, comb, hair clips, 
bar of soap, flannel etc. 

Other items: Sweets (sell by date to be at least March of the 
following year), gloves, scarf, sunglasses, cap, hat, bangles, 
necklaces etc. 
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Spring Harvest 2013 
The Source:  

Encountering Jesus Today 

Many of us struggle to 

communicate our faith to our 

friends.  We often find ourselves 

stuck for words when people ask 

questions about what our faith 

means to us.   

At Spring Harvest next year, and looking at 1 John, the focus 

will be on what Jesus being the Good News means in today’s 

world; exploring contemporary issues and the big questions of 

life and discovering what the Bible says. 

If we want to go as a Church next year there is a need for 

someone to take on the job of Group Leader to co-ordinate the 

bookings.  For more information go to: www.springharvest.org/ 

or to volunteer please speak to Mary Stait. 
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Groby United Reformed Church      

Chapel Hill, Groby, Leics. 
 

Minister: 
Revd Sue McKenzie 
Tel: 0116 232 1733  
E-mail suemcken@gmail.com  

 
 

Secretarial Team:    Children/Youth Worker: 
Mrs. Norma Whittaker    Deb Goodhead  
Tel: 0116 287 6606    Tel: 0116 231 2038 or 
Email;normawhit4@virgin media.com   077305 96309 
Mr. Peter Russell    Hall Lettings:   
Tel: 0116 299 6164    Mrs K Peel Tel: 2250045 

 

Groby URC is a member of the Evangelical Alliance UK. 
Groby URC website: www.grobyurc.com   
 

Sunday Worship 
10am: Morning Worship: All Age with ychurch (children’s session) 
Holy Communion as announced. Babies and toddlers can be 
cared for on Sunday mornings. 

 
The church building has a loop hearing system, wheelchair 
access, disabled toilet and nappy-changing facilities for babies. 
 

Home Groups: Wednesday evenings – see an elder for details 

  

Weekday Activities: 
Monday:  9.30-11.30am Noah’s Ark Club for toddlers and families. 
Monday: 2.00-4.00pm Painting class for handicapped people. 
Monday:   Urban Saints*: 
     After school to 4.45pm    Quest (boys and girls in reception and years 1, 2 and 3) 

       6.30-7.30pm   Genesis (boys and girls in years 4, 5 and 6) 
       7.45-9.00pm Rock Solid (young people in years 7, 8 and 9) 

Wednesday: 7.30-9.00pm Revelation (young people in years 10, 11, 12 and 13) 
Thursday :  10.30-12.00 Noon Fair Cuppa* at Groby Village Hall. 
Friday    9.30-11.30am CATCH* Coffee and chat (in term-time) 
Friday:  7.30-9.30pm Gap* (young people in years 10. 11. 12 & 13) 
Saturday:  8.00-9.00am Prayers in the church hall for everyone 
 

 
*These events come under the umbrella of Churches Together in Groby    
 

 

mailto:suemcken@gmail.com

