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We
learn

celebrate Harvest this year by continuing to
about all the brilliant ways God is working
through His church both here in Groby and
in Cajamarca; to support and help people
work their way out of poverty, feeding folk
spiritually and materially. This will take the
of a Harvest style Café Church and will be
form
led by Sue McKenzie and the Tearfund Team.
Be challenged as the service reveals new ways we will be able
to follow the progress, and the problems, of those on our
hearts in Cajamarca, and also give us an opportunity to make
a personal monetary gift, through Tearfund, towards this work.
Our celebration will continue after the service with a Harvest
Lunch, consisting of homemade chicken casserole with jacket
potatoes, carrots and sweet corn, followed by fresh fruit and
yoghurt. This is our own version of a Peruvian Pacamanca –
a dish of the Peruvian Andes. We would suggest a donation of
£5 per adult and £3 for children for the lunch. Anything over
will go to Tearfund.
Please see the sign up sheet on the church notice board for
the lunch, and be warned; No name, No Pacamanca!!
(Information needed for catering purposes)
Decorating the church for Harvest: Would you like to assist
in decorating the church for the harvest by putting a small
flower arrangement or display in the church? Please speak
with Ruth, Anne, Joy, or just come along on the Saturday
morning and lend a hand.
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Contact Front Cover: Pachamama is/was a fertility goddess
revered by the indigenous people of the Andes, who presided
over planting and harvesting. Usually translated as Mother
Earth (in Quechua mama = mother / pacha = world or earth.
After the conquest by Spain, which forced conversion to
Roman Catholicism, the figure of the Virgin Mary became
united with that of the Pachamama for many of the indigenous
people. Nice image, not to be taken too seriously!
Pachamanca is a traditional Peruvian dish made in the central
Andes. Based on the baking, with the aid of hot stones (the
earthen oven is known as a huatia), of lamb, mutton, pork,
chicken or guinea pig, marinated in spices. Other Andean
produce, such as potato, green lima beans or "habas", sweet
potato, and occasionally cassava, as well as ears of corn,
tamale and chile, is included in the baking. The word is made
of two Quechua roots: "pacha" and "manca", meaning "earthen
pot" (cooking vessel).
This important part of Peruvian cuisine, which has existed
since the time of the Inca Empire, has evolved over time, and
its consumption is now widespread throughout modern Peru,
where regional variations have appeared. This harvest we
have a Groby URC version!

The nights are well and truly drawing in as I write this, with
many more hours of darkness here already. Soon, at least one
of us will be getting up and travelling to and from work in the
dark!
As I look back on the year so far I am thinking of sunny days.
Two in particular come to mind, the Fun Day and the Street
Fair. Two gloriously hot and sunny, happy days, with lots of
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folk from the village and elsewhere enjoying being together
and being entertained, fed and watered.
As you know, the Churches organised one and were involved
in the other. For me this serves to make the light of those two
days seem even richer.
It has been a joy to see so many church folk willing to stand
and be identified as just that …church folk!
For too long, the church gathered has been a place to hide for
many Christians in the western world, and whilst there is no
doubt that it can be a wonderful place to be, it’s not where we
spend most of our time, and the more we can openly stand for
Christ, the more we will begin to be ‘salt and light in the world’
as Jesus said.
So what’s happening next?
Well, October will see the Alpha course continuing, home
groups meeting and an exciting new CTG venture ‘Film and
Food for Fellas’. We have a church meeting scheduled,
Harvest Church with Harvest Lunch Peruvian Style, and we
shall be continuing to look at Colossians on Sunday mornings.
There is an Extend open annual meeting, and lots more (look
at the diary page elsewhere in this issue).
Church is a busy place, so it’s always important
to have our eyes fixed on the ‘light who lights
everyone who comes into the world, Our Lord
Jesus.
So as the colder months approach, please let me wish you
every blessing in Jesus Christ’s precious name. May you know
the warmth of the love of God in your heart and may his word
be a light before your feet.
Kevan
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Hazel Flude 10 on October 4th
Alexander Down 4 on October 5th

FIRST PRIZE CHRISTIAN AID
SUNFLOWER SEED COMPETITION

Do you remember back in May
when we collected the Christian Aid
envelopes and as a reward were
given sunflower seeds to plant?
The only person who owned up to
having any sort of success with
their flower was Phil Holmes.
Well done Phil – nice tall plant,
shame about the pin head flower!
Well, it was one of the most difficult
growing seasons in years!
Enjoy your Fairtrade chocolate.

The best mathematical equation ever…
1 cross + 3 nails = 4 given
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This is the prayer we shared at our
recent welcome meeting
Heavenly Father,
You have welcomed us into your kingdom
and your heart's desire is to draw every human being to
yourself.
Grant us clear eyes to see people as you see them,
sensitive feet to stand in their shoes,
and warm smiles to welcome them in your name.
Give us such generous hearts
that our church becomes a foretaste of heaven
where every soul you send us finds a loving home in
the community of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen

Deadline for the November edition
is Sunday 21st October
Please email (preferred) or hand your items to:
Joy Russell : joyrussell@ntlworld.com
Or Mary Stait: mpstait@hotmail.com
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News From Deb - Youth & Children’s Worker
Churches Together in Groby: Extend
077305 96309
Most of you will have heard my news by now but just in case, I
wanted to put it into writing for you all. I have been working in
Groby as the Churches Youth & Children’s worker for 8 years
now and what an incredible 8 years it has been! However, as
much as I love my job, and love the people I get to work with, I
have decided that at the end of this year it will be time for me to
move on. Therefore this is my last term in Groby as the youth
& children’s worker.
I wanted to let you all know and also to emphasise that
although I will be leaving, the youth & children’s work will
continue. The Churches will look to reappoint my position but
depending on applications the timeframe of this is unknown
although the aim will be to reappoint early into 2013. However,
I want to encourage you that whether a worker is appointed
before I leave or not, we have a FANTASTIC team of
volunteers who will continue the work! There will obviously be
some changes but the weekly groups, summer camps and
Chattabox Half Term Holiday Club will all aim to still take place
next year. We will need more volunteers, particularly for
Chattabox, but the Churches are committed to the youth &
children’s work and value every part of it, so please do be
praying for the work and listening for where God may be calling
you to support the work of Extend: practically, financially,
prayerfully.
Rev’d Sue McKenzie and Rev’d Louise Corke are also happy
to be contacted with any questions you may have. However, I
am still in post for the remaining 4 months so any queries,
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concerns or questions you may have please do not hesitate to
contact me.
I am sad to be leaving but still have 4 months left which I am
excited about! After this I hope to go on a 6 month overseas
mission trip with Tearfund to work with deprived areas in
Tanzania and after that I am not sure but trusting in God’s
guidance!
The Extend Governing Group will keep you updated on the
progress of my leaving and a new appointment made plus any
effects to the work and support required. There is our first
Annual Open Meeting for Extend on Thursday 4th October
being held at Groby URC with refreshments from 7pm and the
meeting starting at 7.30pm. We do hope you can make it.
Thank you.
God bless, Deb
SEPTEMBER ELDERS MEETING
The Elder’s had a full agenda with a variety of different topics
to work their way through.
Training for new Elders: Sue now able to formulate her own
training plan, having researched what the Synod has to offer
and what training other local United Reformed Churches offer
to their new Elders.
Week of Prayer: It was felt that the week had been quite well
supported by the congregation and that having the focus areas
had really helped those who were able to attend.
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Remembrance Sunday Service 11/11/12: The URC to
join with our friends at P&J for this year’s service. Sue
and Louise to meet for discussions on the future format
of remembrance services.
Reorganisation of Pastoral Care: A work still in progress by the
care team. Once completed the whole Church will be informed.
Entrance hallway: Appearance to be improved in some way.
The Library shelving to be removed but saved in case it needs
to be reinstated in the future.
Welcome: 16 members of the welcome team attended a
recent meeting, to formulate how we might improve our
Church welcome. Suggestions were put forward for
improvement, with the over-riding factor being that we, the
Whole Church family need to be a ‘Welcoming Church’!
Christmas Services: Came under discussion.
More information and details at a later date.

This is just a small snap-shot of some of the issues that
came under discussion by your Eldership.
Tim Symonds.
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OCTOBER WORSHIP PROGRAMME
7th
Rev Sue Mckenzie
10.00am
Harvest Café style
HARVEST Church with Tearfund
Luke 12:31
All Age Communion

Followed by Harvest
Lunch see notice board
for details

14th
10.00am

Angela Almond
Colossians 1:24-2:10
Chris in YOU, The Hope
of Glory

4.00pm

Sunday Afternoon
Fellowship (for over 60s)

21st
10.00am

6.30pm
th

28
10.00am

Kevan Hall
Colossians 2:11-3:4
Living Life with Christ
CTG 3SE at P&J -details

♫ Trevor & Lewis &

Debbie
Media: Alan Bloor

♫ Worship Group
with Helen on keys
Media: Kevan Hall
Traditional Harvest

♫ Hedley
Media: Mark
Hiscocks

to be announced

Rev Sue McKenzie

All Age Worship

♫ Dave Lomas with

Singers
Media: Dave Smith
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HANDS TO THE OCTOBER PLOUGH

VESTRY

HOLY
COMMUNION
Ruth & Joy

CRECHE

7th
14th
21st
28th

Kathy
Mary
Tim
Dave

Rachel
Hilary & Pat C
Linda & Susie
Stacey & Linda

7th
14th
21st
28th

COFFEE
Dave & Hilary
Pat C & Mary P
Ann T & Barbara C
Kay B & friend

FLOWER ROTA
Doreen Money + Harvest
Ruth & Roger
Christine & Jim
Ann Tombs

4th
11th
18th
25th
1st Nov

CTG FAIR CUPPA
Hilary & Violet
Barbara & Anne
Peter & Enid
Kay & Violet
Muriel & June

WELCOME
7th
Trevor & Mary
14th
Kay B & Hily
21st
Sue & Catherine
28th
Jean & Sheila
Nov 4th Hiscock Family

CLEANING DETAIL

5/6th
12/13th
19/20th

Barbara & Hedley, Kathy dB, Lynda H
Sue & Lewis, Mary S HELP NEEDED
Ruth, Sue LB, Ana, Judith

26/27th

Pat C, Kay B, Joy & Peter
WELCOME: Meeters & Greeters and Duty Elders,
please remember to wear your name badges on Sunday
mornings. You will find them stored in a box in the vestry.
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Wednesday: 3rd: 10th: 17th: 24th: 31st: Alfa at the Stamford Arms
Thursday 4th: Extend Annual Open Meeting at
URC 7pm for 7.30 start – see Deb’s notes page 8
Saturday 6th 8.00am CTG Prayer Breakfast [P&J to lead, URC
to feed]
Sunday 7th: Church Family Harvest & Lunch – details page 2
Tuesday 9th Elders Meeting
Sunday 14th 4.00pm: Afternoon Fellowship Harvest for over
60s followed by tea and scones.
Tuesday 16th 7.30pm: Talking to God on a Tuesday – see

page 16

Thursday 18th: ‘Film & Food for Fellas’ For Information see

David Harrup

Sunday 21st 6.30pm at P&J: CTG 3SE – programme t.b.c.
Tuesday 23rd: CTG Forum
Tuesday 30th: 7.30pm Church Meeting – See church notice

board for details

Shoebox Sunday (Operation Christmas Child) is on 4 th November,
See Mary Stait for further details.
Fairtrade Christmas cards and small gifts on sale on Sunday
November 18th – See page 18
Wednesday November 14th Retirees Art Attack/Workshop at URC
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SUNDAY 18TH NOVEMBER
There will be a display of FAIR
TRADE CHRISTMAS CARDS for
perusal and sale, along with other
small items of seasonal interest.
For those who haven’t purchased
Fairtrade cards before, this
season’s selection is lovely. We can also process your
Christmas orders from the new season’s catalogues. This
includes the famous Fairtrade Christmas Cake.

Holiday @ Home 2013
We (CTG) are hoping to run a Holiday at Home programme for
people over 60 in June next year and need a planning team to
organise and run events.
If this is something you would like to be involved in, we would
love to hear from you.
To find out more or to volunteer, please
contact:
Mary Stait, Groby URC,
email: mpstait@hotmail.com
Linda Newnham, St Philip & St James,
email: lindanewnham@btinternet.com
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LAUNDE ABBEY WEEKEND 2012
The weekend was led by David and Helen Newman. David is
Archdeacon of Loughborough and Helen is chaplain at
LOROS. Together they brought a wealth of experience and
personal stories. The overarching theme was our journey
through life.
We started off by drawing a sort of road map. [I actually drew a
multi-branched tree] plotting our journey through life, showing
the important and pivotal events from childhood through to
maturity. This culminated in the present, when we considered
the way that we should savour and cherish the “here and now”,
and how we could pass on the message of Gods provision to
others. At this point in our journey we may have had to face
regrets, such as: I wish that I hadn’t worked so hard, or had
shown the courage to express my feelings, or just let myself be
happier [savouring the moment].
Jesus told us to become like children [not childish], but to
become “grown up” children. We listed the attributes of
children, especially wonderment [the excitement and awe of
discovery] and learning to love and trust. Finally we considered
how we could become “grown up children”, and the attributes
that we had acquire, or would like to have acquired, in our own
life journey,
On the home front, the refurbished
accommodation [and food] was excellent,
and on this warm sunny Autumn Saturday
afternoon, some enjoyed a leisurely stroll,
whilst others just basked in the tranquillity of
this wonderful, peaceful place.
Jim
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Christmas Child – 100m Challenge
This year Operation Christmas Child launches
its 100m Challenge – to deliver its 100
millionth gift-filled shoebox to a needy child.
I’m asking everyone in Groby URC to be part
of this challenge! It's amazing what a simple
gift-filled shoebox can do for a child in need. It can put a smile on a
face. It can make a child feel loved. It can bring joy into difficult
circumstances.
Let’s show God’s Love and share God’s Word to these children around
the world.
Y.church will be filling shoe boxes on: Sunday 4th November
From Sunday October 7th there will be a box in the church hall for
donations of any of the following gifts:
All gifts should be new…
Toys:

Bear, soft toy, tennis ball, finger puppet, jigsaw,
yo-yo, building blocks, small musical instrument.

For Boys:

Trucks and cars etc.

For Girls:

Dolls, jewellery (clip-on earrings) etc.

Educational: Felt pens, pens, pencils, pencil sharpener, eraser,
colouring book, notepad, picture or puzzle book, chalk,
pencil case, stickers, etc.
Hygiene:

Toothbrush, toothpaste, hairbrush, comb, hair clips, bar
of soap, flannel, etc.

Other Items: Sweets (sell-by date to be at least March 2013), gloves,
scarf, sunglasses, cap, hat etc.
Cost:

Each box costs £2.50 to send, so please give
generously.

Or, why not make up a complete gift-filled shoebox and bring it along
with your £2.50 donation on Sunday 4th November, when we shall ask
God to bless the shoeboxes and all the children who will receive them.
Let’s reach out to the 100 millionth child and more and let them know
God loves them. Thank you.
Mary Stait
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Come and Celebrate with the over 60s in time honoured
tradition followed by tea and scones.

Please bring along an item
that puts you in mind of
Harvest . And why not bring
along a friend?

An opportunity to spend time together
talking to God about our Church
Tuesday evening 7.30pm 16th Oct & 20 Nov
One hour of prayer, led once a month by Elders
Everyone welcome and everyone important
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An Interesting Update from Katy; A Young Warmis Volunteer
On Saturday I went to a Warmis event for local women. Its aim
was to bring women together and build a sense of unity. This is
important because Cajamarca is so rural – the different villages
are spread over miles of hilly countryside! Life here is lonely.
Each woman at the event was given a t-shirt to show which
village she was from, to create a sense of belonging and
identity. Then, we all took part in a short service of prayer and
worship.
Afterwards, we played various games, some of them to teach
the women about group dynamics and team work. The women
enjoyed playing these games and
learning new thing- a break from
the pressures and hard physical
work of everyday life.
There was such a sense of joy at
the event – it was great to see
women enjoying themselves, and
having a break as they learnt!
We then shared a wonderful meal together. Each village group
had prepared a dish to share with the other groups. We prayed
together, thanking God for his provision and blessing.
I felt so privileged to be part of this joyful day. There was such
a sense of unity in God. And the work of Wamis was so
evident, I was inspired to see these women and children being
able to access opportunities – not only to experience the love of
God in action and know his provision in their lives, but to share
this with others, and to have fun and laugh together.
Thank you for supporting the wonderful people of Cajamarca
through the work of Tearfund partner Warmis.
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NOAH’S ARK IS BACK ON MONDAY MORNINGS AFTER THE
SUMMER
HOLIDAYS…
Sarah with
some of the
mums and
children at
the craft table.

A PRAYER FOR GOLDEN OLDIES!
Lord, you know that I am growing older.
Keep me from becoming talkative or possessed with the idea that I
must express myself on every subject.
Release me from the cravings to straighten out everyone’s affairs.
Keep me from the recital of endless details; give me wings to get to
the point. Seal my lips when I am inclined to tell of aches and pains,
they are increasing with the years and my love to speak of them
grows sweeter as time goes by.
Teach me the glorious lesson that occasionally I may be wrong.
Make me thoughtful and not nosey, helpful but not bossy.
With my VAST store of wisdom and experience, it seems a pity not to
use it all.
But you know Lord, I would like a few friend at the end.

Submitted by Muriel Ward from Parish News Woodville
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Hosts: John & Elaine Mee
45 Glebe Road
Tel: 2877608
Dates:
Theme:
Thursday Oct 4th ‘People of Purpose’
Thursday Oct 18th ‘Beams of Faith’s Light’
Time:
7.15 – 9.00pm

let them shine
THE CHURCH AS THE PEOPLE OF GOD

Everyone most welcome
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Groby United Reformed Church
Chapel Hill, Groby, Leics.
Minister:
Revd Sue McKenzie
Tel: 0116 232 1733
E-mail suemcken@gmail.com
Secretarial Team:
Mrs. Norma Whittaker
Tel: 0116 287 6606

Children/Youth Worker:
Deb Goodhead
Tel: 0116 231 2038 or
Email;normawhit4@virgin media.com 077305 96309
Mr. Peter Russell
Hall Lettings:
Tel: 0116 299 6164
Mrs K Peel Tel: 2250045
Groby URC is a member of the Evangelical Alliance UK.
Groby URC website: www.grobyurc.com

Sunday Worship
10am: Morning Worship: All Age with ychurch (children’s session)
Holy Communion as announced. Babies and toddlers can be
cared for on Sunday mornings.
The church building has a loop hearing system, wheelchair
access, disabled toilet and nappy-changing facilities for babies.
Home Groups: Thursday evenings – see an elder for details

Weekday Activities:
Monday: 9.30-11.30am
Noah’s Ark Club for toddlers and families.
Monday: 2.00-4.00pm
Painting class for handicapped people.
Monday:
Urban Saints*:
After school to 4.45pm
Quest (boys and girls in reception and years 1, 2 and 3)
6.30-7.30pm
Genesis (boys and girls in years 4, 5 and 6)
7.45-9.00pm
Rock Solid (young people in years 7, 8 and 9)
Wednesday: 7.30-9.00pm
Revelation (young people in years 10, 11, 12 and 13)
Thursday :
10.30-12.00 Noon Fair Cuppa* at Groby Village Hall.
Friday
9.30-11.30am
CATCH* Coffee and chat (in term-time)
Friday:
7.30-9.30pm
Gap* (young people in years 10. 11. 12 & 13)
Saturday:
8.00-9.00am
Prayers in the church hall for everyone

*These events come under the umbrella of Churches Together in Groby
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