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'BACK TO CHURCH SUNDAY' 
23rd September 
 
This is a real opportunity to build on 
what was done last year in inviting 
friends and neighbours to come back to 

church (or to come for the first time) on a particular 
Sunday. 'Back to Church Sunday' is a national initiative 
with services being organised at thousands of churches, 
offering a welcome and a message that reflects all that is 
best about being a follower of Jesus today and what it 
means to know God's love and be a part of his family. 
Although everyone is welcome in church every week, 
having a special Sunday for those who haven’t been to 
church in a while, or ever, makes it easier for those 
visiting.  It's just a great opportunity to give church 
another go with no strings attached. The theme for this 
year builds on the success of last year:  "God welcomes all 
sorts!” 
 

It's up to all of us to do the inviting - so look out for 
the invitations which will be available soon. 
 
PS: If you see national advertising for 30th Sept don't 
worry - it's just that for various reasons we need to do our 
'Back to Church Sunday' the week earlier! 
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Dear Friends, 
You have probably all had quite enough of Olympics talk, but 

I'm going to just reflect for a moment on something 
that God brought home to me on a visit to London 

during the Games. I have to admit that I had been a 
bit cynical about how London would cope with it all. 
But when Lewis and I arrived in London we soon 

noticed that things were different. In Leyton, near the Olympic 
Park, where we joined in with a URC Guide and Scout 'More 
Than Gold' event, the streets were clean and tidy, there were 
smart benches near the station, roads had been re-surfaced 
and the row of shops had been painted in beautiful contrasting 
pastel shades. And then there were the smiling volunteers with 
their offers of help and strangers talking to each other on the 
Tube. What a difference! One physical, to do with the 
surroundings, and the other, simply atmosphere. A common 
bond was forged through the connection with the Olympics 
which made it easy and natural for people to exchange a few 
words. 
 
God was at work in and through these things, and it made me 
realise how important it is for us as Christians to take this on 
board. Physical surroundings make a difference to people as 
well as a smile and an offer of help, or a few words exchanged. 
It's not new and it's not clever, but making an effort to smile, 
exchanging a few words with whoever serves you in a shop, 
saying good morning to work colleagues when you arrive, 
putting a bunch of flowers on a windowsill, all these are ways 
of showing how God makes a difference in our lives. In a 
pressured work environment, just as much as at home, these 
small touches easily get forgotten.  
 
The pilgrimage we have been making through the book of 
Exodus has, I believe, been significant. Throughout the many 
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and varied experiences of God's people during their time of 
slavery in Egypt, rescue and freedom, and wilderness 
wanderings God was shaping his people to be distinctive, 
different. For a reason. So that through them God's love, his 
ways and purposes would shine like a beacon, drawing others 
to him. That call to be distinctive remains. The difference Jesus 
makes to our lives should be visible in the way we act. 
Even small things done well and consistently by Christians will 
make a huge difference - in creating a common bond, in 
building community, in making people feel valued so that 
through us Jesus' love, his ways and his Spirit are known and 
felt, drawing others to him. Playing our part in this is a calling to 
all of us. 
And the vital heartbeat that sustains us in all this, that equips 
us to make that difference, and where our relationship with 
Jesus is nurtured and enriched is prayer. So please come to as 
much of the Week of Prayer as you can. Everyone is needed 
to join this whole church venture - it's about being together to 
commit ourselves and all our work as a church to God. It is an 
opportunity to listen and discern where God is leading. The 
programme for each evening is on page 5 of Contact. If you 
need a lift, please get in touch with me or one of the Elders. 
Every blessing in Christ, 
Sue 
 

 

Make the most of this opportunity  
to spend time together  

talking to God about our Church 
 

Tuesday Evening once a month at 7.30  
One hour of prayer, once a month led by Elders 

 

Tuesday 18th September 
 

Everyone welcome and everyone important   
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3
rd

 – 7
th

 September 
7.00 – 9.00pm 
 
Themed prayers led by an Elder(s)  
at 8.00pm 
 
 

Prayer stations will be set up for individual prayer 
during first hour, with corporate prayer from 8.00pm. 

 Come when you want and stay for however long you want 

 

DAY THEME ELDERS 

Monday Young People Mark 

Tuesday Church Life Mary/Kathy/Kevan 

Wednesday Healing/People/Communion Sue/Norma 

Thursday Outreach/Tearfund Kevan/Kathy/Mary 

Friday Praise Session Dave/Tim 

 

 
MALAWI KITCHEN 
 

In Malawi less than 1 in 3 children can go 
to school.  
Groby URC holds stocks of rice which 
you can purchase from Roger Ivens. Our 
price is held at £2.70 per kilo. It only 

takes 90kg of rice to send a child to school for a year – see the 
chart on the notice board. Talk to Roger for more information on 
how Fair Trade food allows your money to change hands the 
best way: from those who have it to those who need it. Besides 
that, you get tasty stuff and free recipes – See page 11 of this 
issue. 
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DO YOU REMEMBER back in March, we introduced you to a 
wonderful single mother called NELIDA, and her young daughter, 
Alicia?  If you don’t remember, or have joined us since then, you 
will be hearing more of them in the months ahead, but please 
check out the notice board in the hall.  
 
Nelida is desperate for Alicia to get a good education. She wants her 
to have a good future, one with options. Because the type of poverty 
in Cajamarca denies many people the opportunity simply to choose 
their path in life. ‘I had to leave school aged eight, because my 

mother could not support me,’ says Nelida.  
 

Alicia, now aged nine, enjoys school, and 
is eager to learn. ‘I like to come to school,’ 
says Alicia. ‘I like reading stories. My 
favourite is Puss in boots!’ 
 
Both Alicia and Nelida are benefiting from 
the work of Tearfund’s local partner, 

Warmis. Through their workshops, Nelida is learning skills to help 
with everyday tasks such as paying bills, as well as earn extra 
income:  
 
‘I didn’t know how to read properly, but now, thanks to Warmis, I am 
learning to read and write, as well as add and subtract. Now, I can 
help my little girl with her homework! They also teach us to sew and 
embroider, to make products that we can sell to help us have 
enough money.’ 
 
Warmis also helps the family to manage their land better, to produce 
more crops. They gave us vegetable seeds,’ explains Nelida. ‘I’m 
very happy, because I like to grow vegetables, and because they 
help us to have more to eat and sell. I would like to expand my 
vegetable garden, as I think I am selling too little.’ 
 
Nelida is thankful for our support through Warmis, and trusts in God 
for the future. ‘God gives us encouragement and strength,’ she says.  
 

Please continue to pray for Nelida and the rest of the Cajamarca 
community.      Joy 
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THE SEPTEMBER WORSHIP PROGRAMME 
 

We are moving on to Paul’s Letter to the 
Colossians. ‘Jesus, the Centre of Christian Life.’ 

2nd 
10.00am 

Rev Sue McKenzie 
Col 4: 2 ‘Pray Always’ 
Holy Communion 
Ordination/induction of 
new elders 

 Helen Facchia 
 
Media: Mark Hiscocks  

9th 
10.00am 
 
 

Rev Sue McKenzie 
CTG All Age camp service 
(Part 1) at the URC 

 P&J t.b.a. 
 
Media: Dave Smith  

16th 
10.00am 
 
6.30pm 

Kevan Hall 
Col. 1: 1-14 ‘Growth in 
Christ’s Power’ 
 
CTG 3SE post camp 
service at P & J (part 2) 

 David Lomas 
 
Media: Chris Down 

23rd 
10.00am 

Rev Sue McKenzie 
Back to Church All age 
Service for All Sorts 

 Worship Group 
 
Media: Phil Holmes 

30th 
10.00am 

David Harrup 
Col. 1: 15-23 ‘Christ our 
Everything’ 

 Worship Group 
 
Media: Barry DuBoulay  

 
 
 
 
 

Deadline for the October edition is 
Sunday 23rd September  

Please email (preferred) or hand your items to: 

Joy Russell :  joyrussell@ntlworld.com 
Or Mary Stait: mpstait@gotmail.com 

 
 

mailto:joyrussell@ntlworld.com
mailto:mpstait@gotmail.com
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HANDS TO THE SEPTEMBER PLOUGH  

 VESTRY HOLY 
COMMUNION 

CRECHE 

2nd Mary & Dave Norma Rachel 

9th Kathy & Tim  Hilary & Pat C 

16th Mark  Ann T & Barbs C 

23rd Kevan  Linda & Susie 

30th Norma  Stacey & Linda 

 COFFEE FLOWER ROTA 

2nd Pat S & Judith Phil & Kathy Holmes 

9th Pat C & Mary P Moira & Jim Thomson 

16th Ann T & Barbara C Kay Blick 

23rd Anne B & Kathy dB Pat & Don smith 

30th Sue LB & Hily Anne Brandon 

 CTG FAIR CUPPA WELCOME 

6th Ellen & Linda 2nd The Hiscocks 

13th Connie & Beryl 9th Moira & Jim 

20th Glennis & Neta 16th Anne & Barbs 

27th 
Oct 4th 

Kay & Jill 
Violet & Hilary 

23rd 
30th 

Joy & Peter 
John & Elaine + 

 CLEANING DETAIL        

31st/1st Ruth, Maria, Sue LB, Ana, Judith 

7/8th David Harrup Inc 

14/15th Pat C, Kay B , Joy & Peter 

21/22nd Pat S, Linda & Tim, Sue & Lewis 

28/29th Jeanette & Barrie, Anne B, Hilary S 
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Saturday 1st CTG Prayer Breakfast – Everyone welcome 
 (URC to lead P&J to feed) 

 

Sunday 2nd ordination/induction of new elders 
 

Monday – Friday 3rd–7th Week of Prayer 
Friday 7th Praise Session 7.30pm (see separate notice)  

Saturday 8th Groby Street Fair 
 

Sunday 9th post camp service (part 1) at URC 
Monday 10th ychurch leaders meeting 
 

Tuesday 11th Elders Meeting 

 

Wednesday 12th Alpha Course starts 
Friday - Sunday 14th & 16th Launde Abbey Weekend 
Sunday 16th post camp service (part 2) at P&J 6.30pm 

 

Monday 17th CTG Forum Meeting 
Tuesday 18th Talking to God – see box page 4 
Wednesday 19th Alpha Course 

 

Sunday 23rd Back to Church Sunday for Groby URC 
Wednesday 26th Alpha Course 
Saturday 29th 2-3pm at the church Global Day of Prayer See page 10 

Dates for your diary… 
 

Groby URC Harvest is Sunday October 7th followed by a lunch, 
which this year will be our own version of a pacamanca (look it up!!) 
Details about the Harvest and luncheon in the next edition of Contact 
 

The next Afternoon Fellowship for the over 60s with a Harvest theme 
is 14th October 4.00pm at Groby URC. As ever, lifts will be available. 
 

Shoebox Sunday (Operation Christmas Child) is on 4th November, 
See Mary Stait for details or how you can get involved. 
 

The Mission Group wishes to inform you that we shall be selling 
Fairtrade Christmas cards and small gifts from November 18th, so all 
you early birds, don’t start shopping too early for Christmas!!  
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For those not going… 
It's great that some of the congregation are taking the 
opportunity to be part of something BIG in joining thousands 

of Christians from all over the country to pray for our nation at 
Wembley Stadium. 

But for those not going…..we can add our prayers to those 
gathering at Wembley. Please come and pray at the 

church between 2-3pm on Saturday 29th September.  
Tickets are still available.  
Follow the links below for more information:  

To find out more:  
http://www.ndopwembley.com/wembley-2012/  

To book your ticket(s):  
http://www.ndopwembley.com/buy-now 

For prayer support:  
http://www.ndopwembley.com/wembley-2012/pray-every-
day/  

 

 

Here I am to worship… 

ANNOUNCING A PRAISE SESSION 
To close our week of prayer and celebrate 

the start of a new church year. 
   
 FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 7th 
  7.30pm at the URC 

      

http://www.ndopwembley.com/wembley-2012/
http://www.ndopwembley.com/buy-now
http://www.ndopwembley.com/wembley-2012/pray-every-day/
http://www.ndopwembley.com/wembley-2012/pray-every-day/
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Salsa Chicken Peppers with Fairtrade Rice 

Fairtrade rice is available to buy at 
church at any time via Roger for 
£2.70/1kg bag.  Here is a recipe for 
stuffed peppers, using rice, which you 
might like to try.   

Serves 4 

Ingredients: 

140g FAIRTRADE rice  4 large red peppers  

oil, for brushing    270g jar salsa   

200g chopped cooked chicken  

200g can red kidney beans, drained  

40g grated mature cheddar  

20g pack coriander, chopped  

FAIRTRADE lime wedges, to serve 
 

Method: 

1. Boil the rice for 8-10 mins until just tender. Meanwhile, 
heat oven to 220C/fan 200C/gas 7. Slice the tops off 
the peppers and cut out the seeds. Lightly oil, then 
bake (with the lids) in a roasting tin for 12 mins. 

2. Drain rice and mix with the salsa, chicken, beans, 
cheddar and coriander. Season to taste. Take the 
peppers out of the oven, and then fill with the rice 
mixture. Put on the lids and bake for 10 mins. 
Squeeze over lime wedges and serve with an 
avocado salad.  

http://www.bbcgoodfood.com/content/knowhow/glossary/pepper/
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THE AUGUST ELDER’S MEETING 

The Elders had a full and varied agenda when they met recently for 

their usual monthly meeting. Amongst the topics discussed were: 
 

Training for new Elders: What resources are available from the URC 

and what do other similar size Churches to Groby URC offer to their 

Eldership? 
 

Camp follow up services: Deb, Sue and Louise, held a meeting in 

which the decision was taken to hold a Churches Together service at 

the URC, Sunday morning 9th September, in which we would pray for 

the Spree Camp and leaders that would be leaving and going onto 

university. This, together with a 3SE service on the 16th at P&J for 

the Dorset and Bonsall Camps, which incidentally would be led by 

Chris Baker, our former CTG youth leader.   
 

Welcome: How we might be a welcoming Church for everyone 

especially new visitors.  
 

Week of prayer: The format for the whole week, with different Elders 

taking responsible for a particular evening. 
 

Spring Harvest: Do we as a Church go next year and what about 

beyond 2013? 
 

Pastoral Care: The Care Team is at present re-organizing their 

systems for the benefit of the whole Church family. 
 

Remembrance Sunday Service; Sue to formulate all aspects of this 

service, after talking to various interested parties. 
 

Elder’s Away Day: Venue to be booked with the date set as February 

9th 2013. 

A small snap-shot of some of the topics under discussion. There 

were a number of other issues, some of which will be brought to the 

Church Meeting.    Tim Symonds 
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Alpha 

A short course for anyone with questions about belief 
and Christian faith 

 

Wednesday evenings 
7.00pm – 9.30pm 

12
th

 Sept – 14
th
 Nov 

In the Stamford Arms 

 
Is this for you? 
Is there someone you would  
like to invite along? 
 

The Alpha Course offers  
informal talks about aspects of  
Christianity in order to broaden  
your mind. Not only that, but  
also the chance to meet like- 
minded people and discuss  
issues over a light supper and a 
drink in the comfort of the 
Stamford Arms, Groby.   
 

Alpha Evening Programme 
 

7pm   Supper - We begin with an informal supper. 
7.45pm Welcome and introduction  
7.50pm  Talk  
8.20pm Break for coffee 
8.30 - 9.20  Discussion in small groups - This is a relaxed 
and   informal discussion time 
9:30pm  Evening ends 
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Alpha Evening Programme continued… 
 

Week 1:  Who Is Jesus? Where is the evidence? 
Week 2:  Why Did Jesus Die?    

Does it make any difference to my life? 
Week 3:  How Can We Have Faith?    

 How can I be sure? 
Week 4:  Why and How Do I Pray? 

How can it be a relationship? 
Week 5:  Why & How Should I Read The Bible? 

Does it have anything to say to me? 
Week 6:  How Does God Guide Us? 

   Noticing God’s signposts 
  Alpha Day Away: the Holy Spirit   
  Week 7:  How Can I Resist Evil? 

What defences can we have? 
Week 8:  Why and How Should I Tell Others? 

Isn’t faith a private matter? 
Week 9:  Does God Heal Today? 

Or is it just wishful thinking? 
Week 10:  What about the Church? 

   Does it need me or I the church? 
 

 

 

 

Dear brothers and sisters, thank you for your words 
 of encouragement, cards, practical offers 

of help and visits during my recent surgery. 
But, above all, thank you for your love and 
your prayers which were answered tenfold.  

God bless, Joy 
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We have recently been blessed with more children in y.church 

and also encouraged by some of the comments made by the 

youngsters, which we would like to share with you:- 

 “Dear Church – Thank you for all the 

things you have teached us 

about God.  Thank you for 

y.church as well” 

“I enjoy coming because 

everyone in the group are 

really nice” 

“I really enjoy it and it is a fun way to learn about God” 

“I really enjoy the sessions especially the activities” 

“Grid and y.church is epic and awesome” 

“I really enjoy y.church and look forward to coming!” 

“It’s cool !”  

And finally… 

“Dear Church – Thank you for teaching me lots of things about 

God. I think you are a great y.church and if I could, I would 

come more!” 

Please thank God for our children and pray that they may 

continue to grow in faith and understanding. 

Sue Lawrence-Brooks 
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Groby United Reformed Church      

Chapel Hill, Groby, Leics. 
 

Minister: 
Revd Sue McKenzie 
Tel: 0116 232 1733  
E-mail suemcken@gmail.com  

 
 

Secretarial Team:    Children/Youth Worker: 
Mrs. Norma Whittaker    Deb Goodhead  
Tel: 0116 287 6606    Tel: 0116 231 2038 or 
Email;normawhit4@virgin media.com   077305 96309 
Mr. Peter Russell    Hall Lettings:   
Tel: 0116 299 6164    Mrs K Peel Tel: 2250045 

 

Groby URC is a member of the Evangelical Alliance UK. 
Groby URC website: www.grobyurc.com   
 

Sunday Worship 
10am: Morning Worship: All Age with ychurch (children’s session) 
Holy Communion as announced. Babies and toddlers can be 
cared for on Sunday mornings. 

 
The church building has a loop hearing system, wheelchair 
access, disabled toilet and nappy-changing facilities for babies. 
 

Home Groups: Thursday evenings – see an elder for details 

  

Weekday Activities: 
Monday:  9.30-11.30am Noah’s Ark Club for toddlers and families. 
Monday: 2.00-4.00pm Painting class for handicapped people. 
Monday:   Urban Saints*: 
     After school to 4.45pm    Quest (boys and girls in reception and years 1, 2 and 3) 

       6.30-7.30pm   Genesis (boys and girls in years 4, 5 and 6) 
       7.45-9.00pm Rock Solid (young people in years 7, 8 and 9) 

Wednesday: 7.30-9.00pm Revelation (young people in years 10, 11, 12 and 13) 
Thursday :  10.30-12.00 Noon Fair Cuppa* at Groby Village Hall. 
Friday    9.30-11.30am CATCH* Coffee and chat (in term-time) 
Friday:  7.30-9.30pm Gap* (young people in years 10. 11. 12 & 13) 
Saturday:  8.00-9.00am Prayers in the church hall for everyone 
 

*These events come under the umbrella of Churches Together in Groby 

 

mailto:suemcken@gmail.com

