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   I must confess that I have not 

 given much thought to 
 the fast approaching 
Olympic Games. I'm not a 
great sports fan myself, and 
my sporting achievements are 

just about zero. (Although I 
did catch someone out in 
the Jubilee Monday 

rounders match!)  
 

But I was stopped in my tracks when I read on the 'More Than 
Gold' website that over 90 per cent of the nations of the world 
take part in the Olympic Games. It is a truly global event. We 
have a friend who is from Tonga, one of the smallest nations 
who will be taking part, and as the team's doctor, he will be 
joining the small number of athletes from Tonga in the opening 
ceremony.  
 

The Bible continually challenges us to think global, and to 
break down boundaries of mistrust and suspicion as Jesus did. 
We may not be directly involved, but we can be praying that 
those who come to London from across the world for the 
games feel truly welcomed.  Sport is certainly one of the things 
that can bring people together in a remarkable way. And it's 
not new! The Greeks had hosted the first ever Games in 776 
BC, so they were something of a fixture by the time Jesus was 
alive. The games offer many opportunities as well as 
challenges, so please pray for them. If you would like ideas for 
more specific prayers, visit the 'More Than Gold' website: 
www.morethangold.org.uk 
 

But as well as being the time for the Olympics, July and August 
are traditionally times for rest and refreshment - schools will be 
breaking up and many of us will take a break. These times are 
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important. I have been very struck, as we have journeyed 
through Exodus in the preaching programme, by the way that 
rest and refreshment are built into the very fabric of God's plan 
for creation -  whether it is the 7th day given as Sabbath rest or 
rest for the land every 7 years. Sabbath rest for everyone, 
(including animals!) is there right in the centre of the 10 
Commandments. Society needs, I believe, to rediscover the 
principle that regular periods of rest each week actually help us 
to be more productive the rest of the time. So let's take that on 
board!  
 

Whether you go away on holiday, or 
whether you stay at home, may the break 
from routine give opportunity for God's Holy 
Spirit to refresh you and fill you with peace 
and joy. 
 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 

peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit.   (Romans 15:13) 
Love and greetings in Christ Jesus, 
      Sue 
 
 

 
  The deadline for the September 

edition of Contact is  
Sunday 19th August  

Please email (preferred) or hand your 
items to:  

Joy Russell :  joyrussell@ntlworld.com 
  (Best to email both of us this month) 

 

Mary Stait : mpstait@hotmail.com 
 

 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+15:13&version=64
mailto:joyrussell@ntlworld.com
mailto:mpstait@hotmail.com


 4 

 
 
During Kevan’s service in June, we saw a video clip of Evlyn, 
the 10 year old girl in Peru who gets up at 6 am each morning 
to go to school, returning home to look after her pigs and 
sheep, and helping her grandmother grow crops.  We heard 
how her parents argue a lot because her father has been 
unfaithful.  We could see how upsetting Evlyn found this.  She 
asked for prayers.  Have we been praying?   
 
July and August are months when many of us re-charge our 
batteries, reflect, relax, have fun and take a break.   
The trouble with poverty is that it doesn’t go on holiday.  The 
nagging disabling issues of troubled families don’t ‘go away’ for 
a week or two.   
 
For Evlyn, she can’t take a break from the daily grind of 
poverty.  In the video she said she would like to see a health 
clinic in her rural community and to serve her family and 
friends as a nurse, bringing health and hope to the people she 
loves.   
 
Its right that we take a break from our hard labours, for a week 
or two, spend time with our loved ones and enjoy the benefits 
of the world in which we inhabit.  Let’s take the time, though, to 
consider those in a very different world.   Continue to pray for 
Evlyn, Olga, Serela, Nelida, Miguel and others that we have 
learnt about over the past few months.   
 

 As we continue to support the Warmis 
project financially, let’s continue to have their 
names on our lips as we offer our prayers to 

God over the next few weeks.   
 

       Kathy 
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 VESTRY HOLY 
COMMUNION 

CRECHE 

1st Phil Mark Rachel 

8th Jim  Hilary & Pat C 

15th Joy  Ann T & Barb C 

22nd 
29th 

Ruth 
Sarah 

 Linda & Susie 
Stacey & Linda 

  
COFFEE 

 
FLOWER ROTA 

1st Kathy dB & Jan Terry & Norma 

8th Pat S & Judith Jaquie & Dave 

15th Sue LB & Hily Jeanette & Barrie 

22nd 
29th 

The 2 Kays 
Dave & Hilary 

Barbara & Hedley 
Muriel Ward 

  
CTG FAIR CUPPA 

 
WELCOME 

5th Connie & Beryl 1st Moira & Jim 

12th Glennis & Neta 8th Anne & Barbs 

19th Kay & Jill 15th Don & Pat 

26th Violet & Hilary 22nd Peter & Joy 

  29th John & Elaine 

 CLEANING DETAIL     

6/7th Barbara & Hedley, Kathy dB, Lynda H 

13/14th David Harrup 

20/21st Ruth, Maria, Sue LB, Ana, Judith 

27/28th Pat C, Kay B, Joy & Peter 

Do what you can,  
Be what you are, 

Sine like a glow worm, 
If you can’t be a star. 
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Polish your halos, dust off your wings, get 
ready to tread the boards because we are very 
excited to announce that Groby URC will be 
going into competition with Curve this Christmas 
with our very own seasonal show!  

We intend to put on a production called Angel at 
Large by Nigel Forde at the College, hopefully at the 
beginning of January.  This is a lovely little show that tells the 
story of an Angel called Auriel who is sent to earth to prepare 
for the birth of Jesus. Auriel has the ability to become invisible 
and only be seen by the audience which gives opportunity for a 
lot of comedy.  Along the way Auriel meets with Melchior and 
his camel, which eats most things he sees and they all travel to 
Jerusalem where they meet Herod and Herodias. 

Herod has 2 soldiers, Maximus and Tichicus who are complete 
idiots (will we get a queue for those parts???) and are the 
typical pantomime comedy duo. They are sent to Bethlehem to 
kill all the babies.  In Bethlehem we meet Joseph and the 
Innkeeper’s daughter, Judith who are looking after the new 
born baby Jesus.  I won’t reveal the ending and spoil it all!!! 

All the way through we have an Angel choir who keep popping 
on and off the stage singing Christmas songs and carols. 

So…who fancies being the back end of a camel…who thinks 
they can make themselves invisible…who feels angelic…who 
has always liked the idea of sitting on a throne in 
Jerusalem…we need all these as well as folk for props, 
wardrobe, prompts, technicians, musicians etc. etc. 

This is a brilliant opportunity for everyone in the church, 
regardless of age or ability, to get involved in some way and 
help to take the real meaning of Christmas out into our 
community in a really fun way. 

More information will follow soon.  If you want to know more in 
the meantime please speak to either:                                   
Lynda Hawkes or Karen Harrup 
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Thursday 19th July EXTEND BBQ & Committee 

 Meeting at 14 Woodlands Drive 
 

 July 5th Spree Helpers set up 
 July 6th-8th Spree Camp for Genesis Group 

 

Sunday 10th following church service Family Picnic details notice board 
   

Monday 16th July CTG Forum Meeting 
 

July 24th – 31st Dorset Camp for 14-18s 
 

 
 

July 17th & August 21st 7.30pm in the church 
‘Talking to God on a Tuesday’ 

Prayers for our church led by the Elders 
 

Tuesday August 10th Elders Meeting 
 

Sunday August 12th Church Family Picnic at Maplewell, following 
morning worship.  
See notice board for a sign up sheet. 
 

August 18th – 24th Bonsall Camp for Rock Solid 

 

  Sunday 19th Deadline for September Contact 
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 VESTRY HOLY 

COMMUNION 
CRECHE 

5th Mark  Rachel 

12th Kathy  Hilary & Pat C 

19th Kevan Pat Ann T & Barb C 

26th Norma  Linda & Susie 

Sept 2nd Mary  Rachel 

    

 COFFEE FLOWER ROTA 

5th Pat C & Mary P Margaret Chaplin? 

12th Ann T & Barbara C Joy & Peter 

19th Kathy dB & Jan Lynda Hawkes 

26th Sue LB & Hily Stacey Eudon 

Sept 2nd The 2 Kays Phil & Kathy 

 CTG FAIR CUPPA WELCOME 

2nd Barbara & Joy 5th Kay B & Hily 

9th Peter & Violet 12th Trevor & Mary 

16th Kay & Violet 16th Catherine & Anne 

23rd Muriel & June 26th Jean & Sheila 

30th Margaret & Romaine Sept 2 Hiscock Family 

    

 CLEANING DETAIL        

3/4th Pat S, Linda & Tim, Sue & Lewis 

10/11th www.David Harrup 

17/18th Jeanette & Barrie, Anne B, Hilary S 

24/25th Barbara & Hedley, Kathy dB, Lynda H 

31/1st 
 

Ruth, Maria, Sue LB, Ana, Judith 

  
Church Announcements:  
During July and August visiting preachers will be pinned to the 
notice board.                         Blame Hily Seaton’s book of Wise Words! 
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JULY & AUGUST WORSHIP PROGRAMME 

1st 
10.00am 

Revd Sue McKenzie 
Exodus 24  A Covenant 
Sealed with Blood 
Family  Holy Communion 

 Hedley Lomas 
 
Media: Barry & Kevan 

8th 
10.00am 
 
Afterwards 

Zak Alard 
Exodus 25 
Carrying God’s Word 
Family Picnic at Maplewell 

 Kirby Muxloe Music 
Group 
Media: Phil & Nick 

15th 
10.00am 
 
6.30pm 

Revd Sue Mckenzie 
Exodus 26-29  - A Sacred 
Space and a Holy People 
3SE BBQ & Praise Party 

 Groby Music Group 
 
Media: Mark & Dave 

22nd 
10.00am 

Revd Sue McKenzie 
Exodus 30 
Prayer and Offerings 

 Dave Lomas  
 

Media: Alan 

29th 
10.00am 

Kevan Hall 
Exodus 31 – Gifts!    

 Helen Motson 
   
Media: Dan 

AUGUST 

5th 

10.00am 

Derek Taylor 
Exodus 32: - 33: 11 
The Golden Calf 
 

 t.b.a. 
 
Media: Alan & Barry 

12th 
10.00am 

 

David Harrup 
Exodus 33: 12 – 34 
The Glory of God 
 
Followed by Family Picnic 
at Maplewell 

 Groby Music Group 

       
 
Media: Kevan & Nick                                 

19th 
10.00am 

Revd Sue McKenzie 
Exodus 35 – 40 
Where is Yahweh? 
Holy Communion 

 Groby Music Group 

 
Media: Phil & Mark 

26th 
10.00am 

Revd Sue McKenzie  t.b.a. 
 Media: Dan & Dave 
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  Many Happy Returns from your Church Family 

Harley Euden is 4 on 1st July 

Jamie Day is 9 on 4th July 

Tristan Scrimshire is 5 on July 10th 

Peyton Scrimshire is 5 on July 10th  

Luca Fracchia is 2 on 9th July 

 Eleanor Flude is 13 on 17th July 

 Sophie Hall is 9 on 17th July 

 Matthew Hiscocks is 14 on 21st July 

 Rebekah Hiscocks is 14 on 21st July 

  Finley Kirby is 4 on 8th August 
 

 

   Churches Together in Groby 
collected £3,397.48 which was down on the previous years. 
 

A Big Thank You to the folks in this fellowship who braved the 
cold and rain to collect £1,905. 57. 
 

John Mee reports that in all cases the money in the envelopes 
was up, but unfortunately, there were fewer collectors and 
CTG were unable to cover all the roads in Groby. 
 

This year to say thank you Christian Aid gave the 
collectors a small gift of sunflower seeds. If your 
seeds grow well, please let the editor know so we 
may come along and photograph your success. 
Photographs (all slugs considered) will be 

published in the September edition of Contact. 
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FAIRTRADE PASTITSIO - to serve 10 
 

This is the final recipe used for the Harvest lunch last year and is a 

delicious pasta dish.  The pasta and olive oil can be bought from the 

Just fairtrade shop in town. 
 

Ingredients: 

4 tbls FAIRTRADE olive oil  1 large onion, chopped 

850g minced pork and beef   2 tbls chopped parsley  

1 tsp FAIRTRADE cinnamon  125ml FAIRTRADE white wine 

400g tin chopped tomatoes  450g FAIRTRADE penne pasta 

Circa 30g butter   ½ tsp dried mint 

1 tbl breadcrumbs   1 bay leaf 

Sauce: 

120g butter    125g plain flour 

1 litre warm milk   freshly ground FAIRTRADE  

     nutmeg 
 

Method: 

Heat oil and fry onions until golden.  Add parsley and then the meat.  

Fry for a few minutes until mince starts to brown.  Season and add 

bay leaf and cinnamon.  Add wine and continue cooking until 

evaporated.  Add tomatoes and a cupful of water.  Continue cooking 

over medium heat for 10-15 mins.  Remove from the heat. 

Preheat oven to 180 C (350 F / Gas 4). Cook pasta for 2 mins less 

than packet states, drain and place in a bowl.  Mix in butter and mint 

and spoon half over base of an ovenproof dish.  Pour meat mixture 

over the top and then add the remaining pasta, pressing down to 

make compact. 
 

Make sauce by melting butter in a pan.  Whisk in flour and cook for 

a few minutes, stirring constantly.  Now begin adding warmed milk a 

glug at a time, whisking as you go to ensure sauce remains smooth.  

Season and add nutmeg and continue mixing and cooking for 5 

minutes, even if it boils.  Pour over the meat and pasta, sprinkle with 

breadcrumbs and bake in the oven for 30-40 minutes until golden on 

top. 
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ETHLETIC – THE FAIRTRADE ALTRNATIVE 
 
It seems fitting that with this year’s 
fairtrade campaign focusing on ‘taking a 
step’ to mention some great converse 
style sneakers that are available to buy 
through a number of suppliers.   
 

Made using fairtrade, organic cotton from India and fairtrade 
rubber from Sri Lanka, Ethletic also cost about the same as a 
pair of converse sneakers.   
 
They come in a range of low and high tops and a good range 
of colours and sizes.  They are extremely comfortable and are 
ideal for this time of the year.  I bought mine through 
thefaircorp.com, but other websites stock them too.  Simply 
type ‘ethletic sneakers’ into a web search engine and the 
different suppliers will be listed. 
 
They can also be ordered through the Just fair trade shop in 
town. You will need to provide size, style and colour details 
and the shop will happily place an order for you. 
      Catherine Ward 

 
 
 

 

A family on holiday at the seaside were visiting a 
country church. Young Sam went out because he 
didn’t feel well. He returned a few minutes later 
and when asked how he was now, admitted, “I 

have been a little sick, but it doesn’t matter 
because there was a little box marked –  

For the sick ”. 
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AN ANSWER TO PRAYER. 
 

It was brilliant hot sunny day, if somewhat windy, but what can 
you expect at Pentecost? Many people of all ages came along 
to enjoy our Free Family Fun Day. The special More than Gold 
programme of entertainment took place on Groby Community 
College playing fields on Sunday 27th May. Organised by 
Churches Together in Groby, the event was planned to 
celebrate the Olympics and to demonstrate to the village that 
God’s love and blessings are free. What even the tea and 
cake?!! This concept was a little difficult for some folk to take 
on board and one little girl was disappointed not to be able to 
splash her pocket money! 
 

During the afternoon there were family activities including mini 
Olympic Games, live music, performances - some performed 
by our inspiring young people.  
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There were competitions, huge colourful inflatables, face 
painting, welcome areas of rest and prayer, an opportunity to 
try out some community art and yummy home made cakes. 

 

The Olympic 
torch was a 
great 
attraction 
with many 
people 
eagerly 
queuing to 
have their 
photograph 
taken holding 
it aloft. 
 
Free 
Fairtrade 
refreshments 

were served throughout the afternoon and BBQ food was 
handed out leading up Church Outdoors.  

 

A pleasing 
number of people 
stayed and 
enjoyed the 
worship led by the 
mesmeric 
magician, who 
proved just how 
relaxed church 
can be and at the 
same time   
conveying the 

message of God’s love for all. The testimonies too were a 
powerful witness.  A great day for the Churches in Groby. 
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They come in response to the call 
of Christ and the leading of the 
Holy Spirit to confess their faith 
and to accept the privileges and 
responsibilities of church 
membership. 
 
On Sunday 10th June, Sue and 

Lewis were received into membership on transfer from the 
Barnet Churches. Norma, our church secretary, brought them 
into membership at a Communion service led by our good 
friend, Mike Playdon. 
 

Sue said: Since she was a tiny tot she had felt the need to be 
part of a church family and feels it important to be officially part 
of our church family. 
 

Lewis said: Thinking about the morning teaching on Exodus 21 
& 22 He felt it important to discuss the Lord’s will before 
moving on. He added it was his 4th United Reformed Church 
membership! 
 

We give thanks to God and rejoice in the pilgrimage that has 
brought Sue and Lewis to this time and place. 
 

 

 
 
What a lovely crowd of over 40 people turned out for the over 
60s afternoon service on Sunday June 10th. The service was 
led by our Minister, Sue who focused on the year 1952 and our 
memories of the year the Queen came to the throne. The 
congregation were fully engaged in reminiscing as Sue led us 
into thanking God for the Queen’s 60 years of dedicated 
service. 
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We were challenged through hearing the story of the healing of 
blind Bartimaeus to think how gratitude to God can spread to 
others. 'Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus, 
praising God. When all the people saw it, they also praised 
God.' (Luke 18:43)  
 
Hymns and songs were sung which were enjoyed by all, and 
Sue also reminded us of how God's people are his 'treasured 
possession'. (Deut 7: 6) The Queen is recognised all around the 
world as being someone special, but in God's eyes we are all 
special - all valued and loved equally. We were all invited to 
take home a shiny, coloured glass nugget - a 'treasure' to 
remind us that we are all loved and treasured by God. 
 

Thank you to everyone who gave us such a lovely time on 
Sunday June 10th to celebrate the Queen's Diamond Jubilee. I 
am sure I can speak for everyone in saying we all enjoyed the 
service and the lovely tea that followed. Thank you again.  
You all deserve a gold medal, never mind the Olympics. 
      Joan Camp. 
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More than Gold Games 

Olympic Rounders  

 and other fun activities 

Monday July 23
rd

  

6.00 – 8.00pm 

Memorial Park, Sacheverell Way 

Fun for everyone 

 

 

 

Norman and Sheila Whitaker 

Would like to invite you to their  

Retirement Celebrations  

Saturday 28th July 2012 at 3.00pm 

At Hampton Park Church, Tupsley, Hereford 

Celebration Service followed by lite bites 

BBQ at 6.30 – 8.30pm 

Come to either or both 

Please see the sign-up on the Notice Board 

For further details. 

RSVP by 1st July 
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Jacquie and Dan sharing a saucy moment  

with the ketchup at the Father’s Day BBQ  

 

 

LOOK! We believe we’re the 
winners of Auntie Ruth’s treasure 

hunt which took place after the 
BBQ, but before the Kids vs. the 

Oldies rounders match!! 
 

Photo shows Sam and  
Alex holding aloft  
an Olympic torch. 

 
We have two more Family Picnics 
to come in the next few weeks.  
It is a time when we can just relax 

in each others company, with games for the more energetic 
amongst us! See the notice board or the diary on page 7 
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Groby United Reformed Church      

Chapel Hill, Groby, Leics. 
 

Minister: 
Revd Sue McKenzie 
Tel: 0116 232 1733  
E-mail suemcken@gmail.com  

 
 

Secretarial Team:    Children/Youth Worker: 
Mrs. Norma Whittaker    Deb Goodhead  
Tel: 0116 287 6606    Tel: 0116 231 2038 or 
Email;normawhit4@virgin media.com   077305 96309 
Mr. Peter Russell    Hall Lettings:   
Tel: 0116 299 6164    Mrs K Peel Tel: 2250045 

 

Groby URC is a member of the Evangelical Alliance UK. 
Groby URC website: www.grobyurc.com   

 
Sunday Worship 

10am: Morning Worship: All Age with ychurch (children’s session) 
Holy Communion as announced. Babies and toddlers can be 
cared for on Sunday mornings. 

 
The church building has a loop hearing system, wheelchair 
access, disabled toilet and nappy-changing facilities for babies. 
 

Home Groups: Thursday evenings – see an elder for details 

  

Weekday Activities: 
Monday:  9.30-11.30am Noah’s Ark Club for toddlers and families. 
Monday: 2.00-4.00pm Painting class for handicapped people. 
Monday:   Urban Saints*: 
     After school to 4.45pm    Quest (boys and girls in reception and years 1, 2 and 3) 

       6.30-7.30pm   Genesis (boys and girls in years 4, 5 and 6) 
       7.45-9.00pm Rock Solid (young people in years 7, 8 and 9) 

Wednesday: 7.30-9.00pm Revelation (young people in years 10, 11, 12 and 13) 
Thursday :  10.30-12.00 Noon Fair Cuppa* at Groby Village Hall. 
Friday    9.30-11.30am CATCH* Coffee and chat (in term-time) 
Friday:  7.30-9.30pm Gap* (young people in years 10. 11. 12 & 13) 
Saturday:  8.00-9.00am Prayers in the church hall for everyone 
 

*These events come under the umbrella of Churches Together in Groby 

 

mailto:suemcken@gmail.com

