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I have a book on my shelf called ‘The 3-
eared preacher’. It challenges those of us 
who preach and lead worship to listen 
carefully not only to God, and to the world 
around, but also to the congregation, so that 
preaching is always relevant to peoples’ 
lives. I take that on board, and believe that it 

is really important that any minister gets to know his or her 
congregation. In the last six weeks I have dropped in to many 
of the groups that meet regularly at the church. I have had lots 
of conversations and I hope and pray that I have been listening 
well. But there are many I have not talked to properly yet, so 
please do come and introduce yourself (you may have to do 
that again I know!) so that we get to know one another, 
because that will give direction to my preaching and will inform 
the continuing process of listening and discerning where God 
is leading us.   
 

I am reminded of Mary, who sat at Jesus’ feet, listening to what 
he was saying while her sister Martha rushed around 
distracted by all the tasks that she felt had to be done. (Luke 
10: 38-42) ‘Distracted’ is a good word that describes us so 
often. There is nothing wrong with being active and practical 
about our faith, but it should spring from our relationship with 
God. Our first task is to sit at the feet of Jesus, listening to him.  
 
On the radio the other day, there was an interesting discussion 
about the distractions of mobile phones, and ‘Twitter’ in 
particular. The presenter commented that 2 years ago he 
would have sat contentedly in a cafe with a cup of coffee 
gazing out of the window, thinking. Now his first thought is to 
get out his mobile phone to see who has been contacting him 
and to spend that coffee break sending responses. He realised 
that his ‘soul’ (as he put it) was the poorer and that the quality  

The title reflects 

the romance of the 

Royal Weddings 

and sets the scene 

for some exciting 

new activities, but 

retains many of our 

old favourites. 
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of relationships can suffer when sustained only by very short 
messages. That made me think about the quality and depth of 
my relationship with Jesus and the time I spend nurturing it and 
simply listening to him. So we must encourage one another, 
and we will be the richer as individuals and more effective as a 
community for it. 
 

We all need to listen to God as the process begins again this 
year for discerning who God may be calling to serve as Elders 
in this church. Please consider prayerfully and before God 
whether there is someone you could nominate, and consider 
also whether God is calling YOU to serve in this way again or 
for the first time.  

Now then, my children, listen to me; blessed are those who 
keep my ways.’        
         Proverbs 8:32 

And finally…..the preparations for the 
‘More Than Gold’ Fun Day on Sunday 
27th May are well under way and it is 
very exciting to see how God is opening 
doors as a result of prayer! Please do 
get involved in whatever way you can 
and pray for the event. It’s going to be a 
big day and it is a wonderful opportunity 
for the churches in Groby to be ‘open’ 
to the community, out of our buildings 
and giving witness to our faith.  

 

Greetings and love to you all,  Sue 
 

Tuesday 1st 7.30 pm CHURCH MEETING 
It is a privilege to be part of the decision making process. Please 

come along and support the work of our church and be an 
encouragement to each other 
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 Joe Bird 8 on 13th May 
  Reece Jordan 10 on 20th May 
   Cloe Kirby 6 on May 28th 

And David Lawrence- Brooks  
celebrates a Big O birthday on 9th May 

 

Many happy Returns from your Church Family 
 

 

Christian Greetings from Contact 
to readers S&G in BS25 5BP 

 

 

The deadline for the June edition of   
  is Sunday 20th May  

Please email (preferred) or hand your items to: 
Joy Russell :  joyrussell@ntlworld.com 

or Mary Stait: mpstait@hotmail.com 

 
Remember to share your news with us;  

we love to hear all that is going on. 
  

 
Bloopers from Church Magazines 
 The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of 
the Congregation would lend him their electric 

girdles for the pancake breakfast next Sunday. 
    Blame Mary! 

mailto:joyrussell@ntlworld.com
mailto:mpstait@hotmail.com
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1917 – 2012 

 

Everyone who knew Enid will have different memories and we 
cannot speak about her without speaking about this church. 
Until the latter part of her life she was involved in almost every 
aspect of its life and witness, including Elder, Organist, Fund 
raiser, Cleaner, Prayer life – you name it and Enid was 
involved. 
 

Enid’s life and actions were rooted in prayer: she had an 
unshakable belief that God had big plans for Groby URC – and 
that we were his hands in this venture. A number of us were 
privileged to serve with Enid as Elder during the time when the 
church building was a hope and aspiration – but for Enid it was 
a solemn promise that would be fulfilled. There are some of us 
who can share with the remembrance of the almost 
insuperable [impossible] task of a small congregation raising 
what was then a huge sum of money. Only God knows how the 
few achieved so much. 
 

The old church had become a liability and constant drain on 
resources. It had to be replaced. The struggle and setbacks 
are recorded in our history – but it was accomplished. There is 
an iconic photograph of Enid sitting on a pile of rubble - all that 
remained of the old building. She was not fazed by its loss 
because she fervently believed that the church was its faithful 
congregation – not the building. Enid and her contemporaries 
shared a vision of a place of worship that would attract and 
serve the community. The Chaplin family were very much 
involved with the congregation in fund raising.  
 

Enid was a forthright and determined person – and sometimes 
a little stubborn - but would graciously admit if she was in the 
wrong. We recall an instance where a church member 
challenged a decision taken by Enid and her close compatriot, 
Maisie Brown. After some consideration she replied, “bust it, 
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 you’re right, I’m sorry”. She was closely involved in the 
meeting of Prayers for Help and Healing. The outcome for 
some was amazing, miraculous, and probably now forgotten. 
However, some still remember the outcome of a particular 
Saturday morning prayer meeting that was a pivotal point in 
the shaping of the work and witness of this church. The 
meeting prayed for guidance and there was an unmistakable 
call for us to focus on “the younger generation” This eventually 
resulted in calling our first part time youth worker [even though 
we hadn’t got the money to fund it – but that is another story] 
and shaped the witness of this church. The older generation, 
typified by Enid, were not only supporters, but leaders of this 
change. We remember Enid as an energetic, determined and 
committed servant of her Lord. 
 
The family have no need to erect a memorial for Enid. This 
living, growing church is it. 
 

 These memories were written and spoken by Jim at 
Enid’s Thanksgiving service on Tuesday 17 April 2012 

 
~~~ 

 On Easter morning 
Revd Sue welcomed Karen & David Harrup into church 
membership. They informed the congregation the reason for 
transferring their membership was because God had called 
them to this place, and they had initially started to attend 
services because of their daughter Becca’s association with 
Groby U.R.C. They felt drawn by the warmth and love in the 
fellowship from both the young and senior members alike. 
 
David said the words of the song sung as part of the service, 
“Your truth has set us free”, and “You’ve set your hope in me”, 
demands a commitment. Karen said they wished to thank their 
parents for their support and love in the decision to move away 
from their family church.  
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Helping Hands for May  
 VESTRY HOLY 

COMMUNION 
CRECHE 

6th Sarah Norma Rachel 

13th Mark  Hilary & Pat C 

20th Kathy  AnnT & Barb C 

27th More than Gold  More than Gold 

    

 COFFEE FLOWER ROTA 

6th Pat S & Judith Hily Seaton 

13th P&J Mr C Taylor 

20th Sue LB & Hily Barbara Conlon 

27th More than Gold More than Gold 

 CTG FAIR CUPPA WELCOME 

3rd Glennis & Neta 6th John & Elaine 

10th Kay & Jill 13th Trevor & Mary 

17th Violet & Hilary 20th Kay B & Hily 

24th Barbara & Anne 27th More than Gold 

31st Peter & Enid   

 CLEANING DETAIL     

4/5th Ruth, Maria, Sue, Ana, Judith 

11/12th Pat C, Kay B, Joy & Peter 

18/19th Pat S, Linda,& Tim, Kay P 

25/26th Jeanette & Barrie, Anne, Hilary 

 

 

 
 

An opportunity to spend time together talking to God  

about our Church 15th  May 

Tuesday evening ONCE A MONTH at 7.30 

 One hour of prayer led by Elders 

Everyone welcome and everyone important  
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TEACHING AND WORSHIP PROGRAMME FOR MAY 2012 
 
 

6th 
10.00am 

Revd Sue Mckenzie 
Exodus 17: 1-7 
‘Water from Rock’ 
Holy Communion 

♫ Kirby Muxloe 
Music Group 
 
Media: Mark & Dave 

13th 
10.00am 

Christian Aid Service  
at P&J  
led by Revds Sue & Louise 

♫ 
 
Media: 

20th 

10.00am 

 

6.30pm 

Angela Almond 
Exodus 17: 8 – 18: 27 
‘Organising the People’ 
 
3SE at P&J see below 
A youth focused service 

♫ Groby Worship 
Group  
 
Media: Chris 

27th 
 
 

 
Church Outdoors 
5.30-6.30pm 
See page 16 for details 
 

 ♫ 
More than Gold 
Media:  
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THE MAY 2012 DIARY  
 

Saturday 5th Prayer Breakfast (URC to lead, P&J to feed) 
 
Tuesday 8th Elders Meeting 
 
Tuesday 15th 7.30pm Talking to God on a Tuesday see page 7 
 
13th -19th Christian Aid Week see details page 19 
 
Sunday 20th 6.30pm Youth Focussed service at P&J  
 
Sunday 20th Deadline for Contact see page 4 
 

Sunday 27th 2.00-5.00pm Family Fun Day at Groby 
Community College …followed by ) 
Church Outdoors 5.30-6.30pm      ) Details pages 16 & 17       
 

 

 

                                             16
th

 and 17
th 

June 

     Sat 11.00am – 5.30pm 

     Sun 12 noon – 5.30pm 

      12 gardens open 

 

£4 per person (accompanied children free) 
This gives entry to gardens on both days. 

Maps and passports available from 
St Philip and St James church on the day only. 

 
Refreshments – various stalls – open church 
Further details 0116 222 9133 
          

 

Groby Open 

Gardens 
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NOAH’S ARK held a toddler friendly Easter service during its 
last session before the Easter holiday.  We sang Jesus' love is 
very wonderful before sharing a finger puppet story of Good 
Friday followed by Easter Sunday.  The children were once 
again very young, however the older ones and the Mums 
enjoyed the scratch art cross craft that reminded us that even 
though Good Friday was a dark, sad day it was followed by the 
joy and happiness of Jesus being alive on Easter Sunday.  We 
sang Jesus is alive, Jesus is with us and Jesus loves and 
cares to the tune of 'The farmer's in his den' and finished with 
an egg hunt.  The Mums were very appreciative of the short 
service and thanked us for the work we do. 
 

It was sadly the last visit to Noah's Ark for Hayley and 
Alexander who sent us a card which read; 
 

Just a note to say a big 'thank you' for making my son and I so 
welcome every Monday morning. 
It has been so nice getting to know you all and it's always something 
to look forward to.  Unfortunately, I'm returning to work but I'm sure 
we'll pop in whenever we can.  Thank you for all the wonderful things 
you've done - especially Santa visiting us at Christmas - memories 
I'll always cherish. We will miss you all. 
      

 

Photo and words Sarah Down 
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It was a bit of a 
tight squeeze, but 
great fun and chat 
when Chalet 101 
held Open House 
and 19 folk turned 
up for afternoon 
tea and some 
catch-up time 
during Groby 
URC’s  Holy Week 
migration to 
Minehead. 

 
 

The things I enjoyed most at Spring Harvest were, the calm safe and 
joyful atmosphere. Over 5.000 Christians in one place is just 
different; the great worship and the deeply challenging teaching. 
Well worth going. Well worth doing. It could change your life. 
Wendy 
 

For me it was Gerard Kelly's challenging preaching on John's gospel 
in the mornings and then each evening, rushing with 4000 people to 
the big top, all really excited to hear the word and to worship!  
Is this what heaven will be like? 
Kevan  
 

Many of the young people employed by Butlins had not previously 
encountered “Spring Harvesters” – they sensed something very 
different amongst us and were openly questioning what it was all 
about. What an opportunity to share the love of Jesus!! 
Sue LB 
 

Feedback from Luca  on Spring Harvest: 
Singing and dancing with the 'all age' team was a little bit tiring and 
hectic. I liked the big slide and steam trains; the beach was OK - nice 
fish and chips! 
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Engaging with the Church Actually theme in the DO Zone was my 
morning preference, where we were encouraged by Rachel Gardner 
& Krish Kandiah to look at what church means for us today. Both 
speakers were inspirational, with lists of new ideas to try in our 
churches. What a treat to return to our chalet and discuss over lunch 
God’s purpose for our community in Groby.  
Joy 
 

Spring Harvest was wonderful. My abiding memory is of the sound of 
3000+ voices singing Worship songs in the Big Top and the sight of 
Raoul the percussionist playing his instruments with such fervour 
and enthusiasm for the Lord. 
Anne 
 

I would probably comment on the power of a couple of the very plain 
speaking women preachers, and the examples they gave of God at 
work in very small things but which make a whole world of difference 
to some individuals. 

 The youth worker who washed dirty cups in the school 
staff room for a whole year every week, and by the end of the 
year prejudice against Christians had gone and she had been 
invited to work with groups bringing a Christian focus into the 
school. 

….. Small things, done with care and humility, help push open the 
doors where God is already working.  
Get radical with your walk with Christ!! 
Kathy 
 

I rediscovered that the Church is God's amazing idea. This is a real 
blessing to us, gives us huge potential, and I pray it will continue to 
challenge us a Church. 
Ruth 
 
Sophie wrote “Spring Harvest was great. I liked X-Site, which was for 
8-11 year olds. X-Site is like church but with crafts and games. I was 
in green five and our leader was Rachel. I felt very welcome and I 
met Katie from Cumbria. One of the things that I learnt was that 
God’s power is strong. I also liked the swimming pool.” Yeah, it was 
thrilling to see all these trendy Christian children on their scooters 
zooming around the site. 
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“An uplifting experience” – This is what Nick says about Spring 
Harvest, and I agree. The Bible studies and seminars were very 
richly presented by the speakers. Being in the ‘Big Top’ worshipping 
and adoring was a bit of heaven on earth. Nick attended the Men 
Behaving Dadly seminar and one of the speakers was Mark Lyndon-
Jones who gave a truly fun, but serious presentation on the Bible’s 
message of a man’s role as a father. On the last night, pastor Agu 
talked about overcoming differences, he talked about praying for 
revival. I thought, I can do this, and think we can all do it together?  
I could not finish without mentioning the nice afternoon with cakes 
and fellowship. Thanks ladies for that and for putting into practise 
aspects of what Church Actually is.      Ana  
 
There was so much, but I guess if I had to pick the ‘best bits’ for me I 
would say the ‘Big Top’ worship evenings and the ‘After Hours’ 
sessions, where I went to see Tim Vine and Trent Vineyard.  The 
displays and stands in the ‘Skyline’ were pretty amazing too.  Mary 
 
This was the first time that I have been to Spring Harvest. My over 
whelming thoughts as I look back upon the week are of one 
enormous Church, made up of the many Christian denominations 
that exist in Britain, coming together to give glory to our living God 
and trying to live by the fruits of His spirit. It was truly a wonderful 
experience, being able to stand amongst 4,000 other Christians in 
the big top and worship. There were so many different zones from 
Bible study to early morning jogging sessions, football tournaments 
to late night after-hours Christian entertainment, worship leading to 
media technology teaching, the list seemed almost endless. If you 
haven’t been to Spring Harvest but, have a hankering to do so, give 
it a try! I for one can recommend it. Who knows where God might 
lead you?  Of course, He knows!   Tim  
 
The message I took from Spring Harvest is we (the church) need to 
build relationships with people in the community before laying a path 
to Jesus – one step at a time. Jesus will guide us where and when 
the next step goes.     Roger 
 

And then down to earth with a bump returning to life in the real 
world. How Do we apply a fraction of that teaching here in Groby? 
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WAS THIS THE ONLY GLIMMER OF SUNSHINE ALL DAY? 
 

 
 

7.00 am on a damp overcast Easter Sunday twenty-four hardy 
souls met on Old John, a mix of folk from both churches, with 
some who walked and others who cycled from Groby!   
 
We started by singing ‘Morning has Broken’, were given Holy 
Communion by Sue & Louise and enjoyed an Easter 
chocolate. We then scampered home to Chapel Hill for the Big 
Easter Breakfast, prepared for us by the du Boulay family; 
what a delicious feast and a great start to a lovely Easter 
Morning. 
 

Thank you to everyone who made Easter Sunday so special.  
 

     Photo: Tim McKenzie 
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The Extend Management Team 
Need a New Treasurer from September. 

 
As announced at the last Church Meeting, Peter Russell 
intends stepping down as Extend Treasurer, from July, after 7 
years of dedicated service. The Committee is therefore 
seeking a URC member to join us as his replacement, 
preferably, though not necessarily, with ‘treasury’ skills. If you 
feel called to join us, or need more information, please speak 
to Phil Holmes or Barrie McNeil. 

 
 

Another Piece of History… 
 
Happy 30th Birthday:  Our spiritual home was opened and 
dedicated at a ceremony performed on May 15th 1982 by the 
then Moderator of the East Midlands Synod, Revd John Slow 
and followed in the evening by a celebratory concert.  
A thanksgiving service was held the next day and led by the 
Minister, John Filsak and his predecessor, Fred Hurst. 

 
And one member wrote:  
 
Through open door and 
side by side, 
We enter now our 
Church with pride, 
From old to new, in faith 
and love. 
For our new church, 
thank God above. 
 

 
There were just over 40 on the membership roll at that time. 
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Wanted for The Family Fun Day:  Small marquee-type tent 
or large garden gazebo also 2 sheets of plywood or hardboard  
for mounting the art. Please speak with the Community Art 
Team: Joy 2996164, Lynda 2876931, Phil 2253335   
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This is our next More than Gold event and what a fantastic 
opportunity this will be for EVERYONE in the Groby Church families 
to get involved in sharing God’s love with the village.   
 
If you have been in Church over the last few weeks you will hopefully 
have seen the forms that explain the different areas of help needed 
and ask you to be involved.  The form is entitled ‘Can You Help’.  For 
all those who have filled these in so far, thank you so much!  
However, if you have not filled one in yet, please can I encourage 
you to pick up a leaflet from the back of Church and prayerfully 
consider how you can be involved!   
 
Once you have filled it in, you can either post it in the box at the back 
of Church marked ‘Fun Day’ or return to Deb Goodhead (details 
below).   
 
We are really excited about this event and hope you are too!  
 
One of the areas of help is in baking cakes/biscuits as we need lots 
of these, but there are also lots of other areas of help needed too so 
please do have a look at the form.  If you have already filled yours in, 
someone from the team will be contacting you shortly to discuss 
further plans.   
 
This is a call for the body of Christ to come together for the glory of 
God.  We do hope you can be a part of this fantastic opportunity to 
serve God through serving our Community at this event.  
 

For further information please don’t hesitate to contact Deb 
Goodhead or any of the other members of the More than Gold 
Team.   

 
Deb Goodhead: 077305 96309, harobed007@yahoo.co.uk 

 
St. Philip and St. James Church: Louise Corke, Matthew Smith,  
Ruth Matthews 

United Reformed Church: Kevan Hall, Ruth Ivens, Dave Smith 

mailto:harobed007@yahoo.co.uk
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 More than Gold T-Shirts: 

 

If you would like to purchase one of the More 
than Gold T-shirts to wear as you serve at this 
event, as a way of showing you are part of the 
Churches in Groby, then there are a couple of 
options (please see below).   However, if you 
are serving but do not wish to order a T-Shirt 
do not worry, you will be asked to wear either 
a high-viz jacket or coloured tabard depending 
on where you are serving.  

 

Please speak to Dave Smith/Deb Goodhead by  
13th May to order your T-shirt. 

 

£10 for Yellow Groby CTG Logo More than Gold T-Shirt  
(there will be one displayed at the back of both churches 
through May)  

OR 

£7.50 for White National More than Gold T.Shirts (please see 
More than Gold Website for picture) Both T-Shirts come in  
S, M, L, XL  
 

                   ~~~~~   
Marriage Needs You  Have you signed the 
Petition for Coalition for Marriage yet?  
You can sign online C4M.ORG.UK  
 

 “I support the legal definition of marriage which is 
the voluntary union for life of one man and one 
woman to the exclusion of all others.  

I oppose any attempt to redefine it.” 
 

Losing Someone You Care About is 
One of Life’s Most Difficult Experiences 

 

A seminar on caring for the bereaved by Dr Bill Webster 
Friday May 11th at 7.00pm. The Jubilee Hall, Stadon Road, Anstey. 

Sponsored by Anstey & District Funeral Services 
See our notice board for more details. 
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LET’S GIVE 
THE 
TOOLS… 
to help people 
in poverty out 
of poverty 

 
      

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK IS COMING! 
It’s a time when miraculous  
things happen…  

 
BE PART OF THE MIRACLE OF 
MULTIPLYING LOAVES AND FISHES 
PLEASE VOLUNTEER WITH US THIS 
 CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 
        13-19 May 2012 

 

It could be your most valuable donation. 
Speak to our  Church Representatives, 

John & Elaine Mee on Tel: 2877608 
 

Apologies for the fingers ‘getting in a twist’ in the April 

edition of Contact; Sue McKenzie’s phone 
number is 0116 232 1733
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 Groby United Reformed Church       

Chapel Hill, Groby 
 

Minister: 
   Revd Sue McKenzie 
    Tel: 0116 232 1733  
       E-mail 

suemcken@gmail.com  
 

 

Secretarial Team:    Children/Youth Worker: 
Mrs. Norma Whittaker    Deb Goodhead  
Tel: 0116 287 6606    Tel: 0116 231 2038 or 
Email;normawhit4@virgin media.com   077305 96309 
Mr. Peter Russell    Hall Lettings:   
Tel: 0116 299 6164    Mrs K Peel Tel: 2250045 

 

Groby URC is a member of the Evangelical Alliance UK. 
Groby URC website: www.grobyurc.com   

 
Sunday Worship 

10am: Morning Worship: All Age with ychurch (children’s session) 
Holy Communion as announced. Babies and toddlers can be 
cared for on Sunday mornings. 

 
The church building has a loop hearing system, wheelchair 
access, disabled toilet and nappy-changing facilities for babies. 
 

Home Groups: Thursday evenings – see an elder for details 

  

Weekday Activities: 
Monday:  9.30-11.30am Noah’s Ark Club for toddlers and families. 
Monday: 2.00-4.00pm Painting class for handicapped people. 
Monday:   Urban Saints*: 
     After school to 4.45pm    Quest (boys and girls in reception and years 1, 2 and 3) 

       6.30-7.30pm   Genesis (boys and girls in years 4, 5 and 6) 
       7.45-9.00pm Rock Solid (young people in years 7, 8 and 9) 

Wednesday: 7.30-9.00pm Revelation (young people in years 10, 11, 12 and 13) 
Thursday :  10.30-12.00 Noon Fair Cuppa* at Groby Village Hall. 
Friday    9.30-11.30am CATCH* Coffee and chat (in term-time) 
Friday:  7.30-9.30pm Gap* (young people in years 10. 11. 12 & 13) 
Saturday:  8.00-9.00am Prayers in the church hall for everyone 
 

*These events come under the umbrella of Churches Together in Groby 

 

mailto:suemcken@gmail.com
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