
 
 

Groby 
United Reformed Church 

 

 
 

The Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee 1952–2012 

 

June 2012 



 2 

 

 

 

 



 3 

 

 
 

Will you be out waving your union flag for the 
Queen's Diamond Jubilee? Will you be glued to 
your TV set throughout the Olympics? Or will 
you be ignoring both? Like birthdays, I suspect 

we have a bit of a love-hate relationship with these kinds of 
events. But it is right that we mark significant events in the life 
of our country. Anniversaries especially, help us to reflect on 
the past, giving thanks for all that is good and to move forward 
into the future.  
 

The Queen has been on the throne for 60 years. That's one 
job, without a break, which deserves recognition and 
celebration. The free churches, historically, have distanced 
themselves from the monarchy. 350 years ago the publication 
of the Prayer Book in 1662 (The Act of Uniformity) brought 
things to a head and many clergy were ejected from the 
'established' church as 'non-conformists' because they felt so 
strongly about freedom of worship. This anniversary has been 
recognised and commemorated in Westminster Abbey - a 
service in which the hurt caused on both sides then and since 
was offered to God. There was also a commitment to move 
forward together in ways that would be positive.  
 

The word 'jubilee' comes from the Hebrew word 
yobel meaning a trumpet or ram’s horn. The ram's 
horns were blown on the Day of Atonement to 

announce the start of the year of jubilee which was to be 
observed every 50th year. Leviticus 25:8-55 records how God 
commanded the Israelites through Moses to do this. For most 
people it occurred only once in their life time so it was indeed a 
celebration. During the year of jubilee, all Israelites who had 
been sold into slavery were set free, and all land that had been 
sold reverted to its original owner. (Remember Christian Aid's 
Jubilee 2000 campaign?) Celebrating and remembering God 

The title reflects 

the romance of the 

Royal Weddings 

and sets the scene 

for some exciting 

new activities, but 

retains many of our 

old favourites. 
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and his goodness was set very much in the context of justice 
and fairness.  
It is appropriate that Christian Aid week recently gave us the 
opportunity to raise awareness of how communities and 
individuals can be empowered to rise out of poverty. I wonder if 
the tea and coffee served in the Olympic Park is fairly traded? 
Is there a jubilee charity? 
And while on the subject of anniversaries: Groby URC’s new 
church building was 30 last month and the United Reformed 
Church as a whole celebrates its 40th birthday in October. So it 
seems that there are plenty of excuses for a party.  
 

A lady I know remembers the anniversary of when she became 
a Christian. Every year on that date, she goes to worship in the 
church where it happened, to remember and give thanks to 
God. God takes delight in us, and celebrates every time we 
turn back to him as our loving Father. The parables of the lost 
sheep, the prodigal son and the lost coin in Luke's gospel are 
among the teachings of Jesus that give us such a wonderful 
picture of God's joy and delight when a lost soul is found. And 
the joy and freedom we know in God through Jesus is always 
worth celebrating! The words of Mary, when she knew God 
had blessed her as the mother of Jesus: 

 

“My soul glorifies the Lord  
and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,  

for he has been mindful 
    of the humble state of his servant. 

He has brought down rulers from their thrones 
    but has lifted up the humble.  

He has filled the hungry with good things  
    but has sent the rich away empty.   

 Luke 1: 46-48; 53 
 

 
 

Greetings and love in Christ, 
Sue 
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Arlo Platts 3 on June 2nd 
Sam Lomas 12 on June 10th 

  
 

"Jesus is not one of many ways to approach God, nor is He the 
best of several ways; He is the only way." (A W Tozer) 
Pat Smith 

 

 Sue McKenzie’s role as our minister 
is a 60% scooping, (so not full time!) and 

she has been working out with the 
Elders how that looks in practice. 
There is a timetable with the days she 

is working each month on the notice board 
by the hymn bookcase at the back of the church. The working 
days will not be the same every week so that she can be a part 
of church life on different days. Do take a look. 
 
 
 

The deadline for the July/August edition of   
 

 
  is Sunday 17

th
 June (Father’s Day)  

Please email (preferred) or hand your items to: 
Joy Russell :  joyrussell@ntlworld.com 

or Mary Stait: mpstait@hotmail.com 

 
This is a double issue and all information  

needs to be in early please 
          

mailto:joyrussell@ntlworld.com
mailto:mpstait@hotmail.com
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CONGRATULATIONS 
SUE AND MIKE PRATT 

 
Their Wedding took place on 
Saturday 5th May at St Nicholas 
Church, Allestree, Derby (Sue’s 
home church) 
 
Members and friends of Groby 
URC wish you Every Happiness as 
you begin your life together.  
 
May God bless you and keep you. 
 
 

 
CONGRATULATIONS DAVID BROOKS…  
 

 
David and Sue, assisted by 
cake-loving friends, cut 
David’s 80th Birthday cake, 
after church on Sunday 6th 
May. 
 
May the Good Lord bless 
you. And by the way David, 
your cake was delicious!!  

 
 
 

 

                                             16
th

 and 17
th 

June 

     Sat 11.00am – 5.30pm 

     Sun 12 noon 5.30pm 

      12 gardens open 

 

 

Groby Open 

Gardens 
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AN ODE TO OUR UNSUNG HEROES 

To all the unsung heroes who clean our church each week 

We give you all our grateful thanks, though this you do not seek, 

Our church is smart, the hall is too, 

You even clean the humble loo, 

But ‘cause the labourers are so few 

We need more people just like you 
 

So, if any can spare an hour or so 

To join a team or go solo 

Then let me know that you are keen 

To help our unsung heroes clean 

We need your help, so don’t delay 

You too can serve God in this way 
 

No experience needed, full training will be given.  

Contact Mary Stait for details. 

 

MARY STAIT’S APPEAL FOR WOOL  

Wool is needed to knit in preparation for Operation 

Christmas Child shoe boxes.  If you have any spare balls 

of wool, no matter how small, please let me know.   

The following is a poem by Theresa Sundt from one of a series of 

poems about wool on the London Underground in the 1970s.  It made me 

smile and I thought I’d share with you: 
 

King Arthur’s Knights sat sullen eyed. 

“What ails thee all?” the Monarch cried. 

Said one, “It’s this round table, sire. 

The lads out there can’t feel the fire”. 

Quoth Guinevere, “Poor faithful knights, I’ll knit them 

all a pair of tights”. 

Morale was saved, which proved the rule: 

There is no substitute for wool 
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An Asylum Seeker is someone who applied to the UK Border 
Agency for leave to live in this country as a refugee. Until that 
leave is granted, and it can take up to 10 years or more, the 
Asylum Seekers have to report to the agency at regular 
intervals, have to live where they are sent, and sometimes 
move several times even as schoolchildren. They receive 
minimal benefits, which is often not  
paid in cash. People live for years on end with no access to 
cash, unable to catch a bus, shop in the market or buy a cup of 
tea. 
More than 40 million people were displaced by the end of 
2012, the highest number in 15 years.  There were an 
estimated 238,100 refugees in the UK in 2010 – about 0.4% of 
the population.  
More than half the British public believes the UK hosts 23% of 
the world’s refugees and Asylum Seekers while in truth we 
host just over 2%. Most refugees flee from their neighbouring 
country, only a small proportion travel to developed countries 
in Europe and elsewhere.  
 
The UK takes less than 4% of refugees in Europe. 
 

Do these figures surprise you?      
 

 

 
 

An opportunity to spend time together talking to God  

about our Church 19th June  

Tuesday evening ONCE A MONTH at 7.30pm 

 One hour of prayer led by Elders 

Everyone welcome and everyone important  
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VESTRY 
HOLY 
COMMUNION 

 
CRECHE 

3rd Mark  Rachel 

10th Kevan Norma? Hilary & Pat C 

17th Norma  Ann T & Barb C 

24th Mary  Linda & Susie 
 

 COFFEE FLOWER ROTA 

3rd Kay & friend? Mary & Trevor 

10th Dave & Hilary Pat Judd 

17th Pat C & Mary P Owen 

24th Ann T & Barbara C Helen & Ricardo 
 

 CTG FAIR CUPPA WELCOME 

7th Kay & Violet 3rd Trevor & Mary 

14th Muriel & June 10th Catherine & Anne 

21st Ellen & Linda 17th Jean & Sheila 

28th Margaret & Romaine 24th Hiscock Family 
 

 CLEANING DETAIL     

1/2nd Barbs & Hedley, Kathy dB, Lynda H 

8/9th Ruth, Maria, Sue, Ana, Judith 

15/16th Pat C, Kay B, Joy & Peter 

22/23rd Pat S, Linda & Tim, Kay P 

 
 

Volunteers needed to join the cleaning rota, can you spare an hour 
every 6 weeks. Please speak to Mary Stait 
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TEACHING AND WORSHIP PROGRAMME FOR JUNE 2012 

3rd 
10.00am 

Rev Sue McKenzie 
Ten Commandments – 
‘Freedom & Responsibility’ 
Exodus 19 & 20 

♫ Debbie George 
 
Media: Alan & Nick 

 10th 
10.00am 
 
4.00pm 

Rev Mike Playdon 
‘People and Property’ 
Exodus 21 & 22 
 
Afternoon Fellowship for 
over 60’s Jubilee Service 
followed by Jubilee Tea… 

♫ Dave Lomas 
 
Media: Dave & Mark 
 
Media pm: Tim 
 
Details page 14 

17th 

10.00am 

 

 

6.30pm 

Kevan Hall 
‘Justice and Mercy 
Sabbaths and Festivals’ 
Exodus 23 
Followed by church family 
Father’s Day BBQ ….. 
 
Youth Focused service at 

P&J with Tony Leighton 
Details page 2 of Contact 
 

♫ Groby Music Group 
 
Media: Phil & Chris 

bring your 
friends 

24th 
10.00am 

All Age Worship with 
Revd Sue 

♫ Helen 
  
Media: Dan H 

 

 

 
There will be a sign up sheet for the  

Father’s Day BBQ on the notice board.  
 

 

Dark thoughts of a damp, cold, Christian Aid collector…..  
 

“It’s easy to be an angel when no one is ruffling your feathers”
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2012 DIARY FOR JUNE 
 

Monday 4th 4.00-6.00pm All Age Jubilee Picnic 
And  Rounders - Venue to be announced. 

Bring your celebratory picnic 
 

Thursday 14th CTG Forum meeting 
 

Tuesday 19th 7.30pm Talking to God on a Tuesday, see page 6 
 

Sunday 17th 6.30pm Youth Focussed service at P&J  
For details see page 2 of this edition 
 

Sunday 17th Deadline for the double issue July/Aug Contact 
 

Wednesday 20th 7.30 ‘kick off’ Sports Quiz Stamford Arms 
See page 2 of this edition for details 
 

Friday 22nd Post Spring Harvest brain storm Meeting 
 

Tuesday 26th 7.30pm Church AGM 
 

Thursday 28th Bonsall Leaders Training at URC 
 

Friday 29th Bonsall 2011 Reunion at the Old Hall 
 

Saturday 30th Prayer Breakfast (URC to lead P&J to feed) 
 

 

 
 

Regular Worship The two churches met for worship in Holy 
Week, for Christian Aid, Pentecost, the feedback from the summer 
residentials, Remembrance Sunday and the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity. Gathering comfortably becomes a bit of a challenge 
as both churches grow, but this is a good problem to have and the 
variety of contexts means that we are always looking for creative 
and appropriate ways of doing our worship. We don’t always get it 
right, but we do treat it seriously in our planning and leading. 
 

Regular commitments The Forum has sustained some substantial 
ongoing commitments. Holiday at Home ran again, this time in  
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September, with a few changes, and with a high quality of care and 
attention to detail throughout. The team provided a wonderfully 
successful week. An Alpha course was held, which became a 
provision for Groby and Anstey folk. With speakers from our two 
churches, the discussion was nearly always lively; by the end of the 
course some were talking of a clear experience of God’s touch. 
Carols Round the Tree continues to be a very popular community 
event, with approx. 400 attending, and offers its own challenges of 
light and sound, but we recognise its significance for people, and this 
year gave to everyone a printed ribbon, reminding them of the 
Christmas message that God is with us. Fair Cuppa is now an 
integral part of the Groby Walkers’ routine, and they value the 
opportunity to be present for the carol singing morning. The walk and 
coffee routine is increasingly being adopted by other groups of 
friends in the village too. CTG spent some of the Fair Cuppa profits 
on 30 bright fairtrade mugs. 
 
Changes Joy and Jim stepped at the 2011 AGM and we 
welcomed Kathy and David onto the Forum, We now, at this AGM 
also welcome the new URC minister Sue McKenzie to the Forum. 
 
New Ventures The Groby Street Fair presented a new opportunity to 
be visible in the community and the forum spent considerable 
discussion in what to have, what to do, and how to promote 
activities, values and gospel. We used the vehicle of Fairtrade 
produce, children’s activities, a display of Extend events and a light 
questionnaire organised by the young people. The church presence 
was evident with some simple, but very effective, carol singing 
around the streets on Christmas Eve. The opportunity of the 2012 
Olympics and Para-Olympics, encouraged by Churches Together in 
Leicestershire and More Than Gold, seemed too essential and 
unique to pass by and CTG formed a planning group to work on the 
possibilities, resulting in a series of monthly events in 2012, 
increasingly evangelistic and appealing to different age groups and 
interests. These events continue at the time of this AGM, and are 
both demanding and exciting 
 
Reflection I have had reason to reflect in some detail on the 
quality and constraint of covenant recently and would like to close 
this report by stating the immense value of our covenant. It has held 
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 us together again and again in mission and that most powerful 
witness of being the church: ‘different but together’ in the village. We 
have had to serve each other, listen to each other, be shaped and 
encouraged by each other and to learn from one another. In theory, 
this sounds obvious. In practice it is transforming. I would also like to 
express my thanks to God and to the Forum for the considerable 
gifts we hold and prayerfully use together for His glory. 
 
And what of the future? Prayerful review and renewing must 
continue as we look to encourage our church members to 
communicate God’s love and gospel in every way we can …… in all 
the above and maybe in new ways too. 

 
Louise Corke  24th April 2012 

 
 
Marriage Needs You   Have you signed 
the Petition for Coalition for Marriage yet?  
You can sign online C4M.ORG.UK  

 
 

      

Meet Miguel… 

 ‘Life in the country is 
increasingly difficult,’ says Miguel. A changing climate, increasing 

crop failure and falling returns 
from the land have all collided to 
place the community of 
Cajamarca under even greater 
pressure. It makes Miguel’s work 
with Tearfund partner Warmis 
even more significant. 
By teaching better farming 
techniques and helping women 

and children train in skills that will generate reliable, sustainable 
incomes in the future, Miguel has a clear sense of calling. ‘It is God’s 
work we are doing,’ he says, and he’s right.  
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Miguel, his wife and two children are more than temporary aid 
workers or well-meaning enablers. They are a perfect example of 
what happens when Christians decide to live sacrificially, in 
community, with a heart to serve God by reaching out to the poor. 
 

Speaking of the communities he works with, Miguel’s aim is that ‘in 
time they will become completely self-sufficient.’ Until that day, we 
have the privilege of supporting and seeing God’s work in action. 

 
Teartimes Prayer Diary: Prayer is a discipline as well as a joy.  

It is a command and it is a conversation.      Ruth 
 

 

Fairtrade Mango Lassi Fool - to serve 6 
 

This is one of the recipes we used for the 
Harvest lunch last year and is a lovely dessert, 
especially to have after a curry or other spicy 

food.  Fairtrade mangoes can now be found in some 
supermarkets. 
 

Ingredients: 
4 FAIRTRADE cardamom pods 
4 ripe FAIRTRADE mangoes, peeled and roughly chopped 
284ml carton double cream + 500g pot natural yoghurt 
Finely grated zest and juice of 1 FAIRTRADE lime 
2 tbsp FAIRTRADE clear honey 
50g FAIRTRADE dried mango, cut into small strips 
 

Method: 
Chill 6 large serving glasses in the fridge to chill.  Remove 
cardamom seeds from the pods and crush lightly using a pestle and 
mortar.  Puree the fresh mangoes in a food processor until smooth 
and set aside.  In a large bowl, whisk the cream until softly whipped.  
Stir in the yoghurt and continue whisking until slightly thickened.  
Using a metal spoon, fold in lime juice and zest, crushed cardamom 
seeds and honey.  Gently stir in mango pulp to form ripples.  Spoon 
into glasses and decorate with strips of dried mangoes.  Put back in 
the fridge to set for about an hour before serving. 

      Catherine
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SUNDAY 10TH JUNE at 4.00PM 

AT  

THE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

A JUBILEE SERVICE led by  

Revd Sue McKenzie 

and followed by  

Jubilee Tea  

in the Hall 
 

Why not bring a 

friend? 
 

Need Transport? …Then phone: 
 Anne on 2875585 

  Barbara on 2387805 

   Ruth on 2876038 
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Groby United Reformed Church      

Chapel Hill, Groby, Leics. 
 

Minister: 
Revd Sue McKenzie 
Tel: 0116 232 1733  
E-mail suemcken@gmail.com  

 
 

Secretarial Team:    Children/Youth Worker: 
Mrs. Norma Whittaker    Deb Goodhead  
Tel: 0116 287 6606    Tel: 0116 231 2038 or 
Email;normawhit4@virgin media.com   077305 96309 
Mr. Peter Russell    Hall Lettings:   
Tel: 0116 299 6164    Mrs K Peel Tel: 2250045 

 

Groby URC is a member of the Evangelical Alliance UK. 
Groby URC website: www.grobyurc.com   

 
Sunday Worship 

10am: Morning Worship: All Age with ychurch (children’s session) 
Holy Communion as announced. Babies and toddlers can be 
cared for on Sunday mornings. 

 
The church building has a loop hearing system, wheelchair 
access, disabled toilet and nappy-changing facilities for babies. 
 

Home Groups: Thursday evenings – see an elder for details 

  

Weekday Activities: 
Monday:  9.30-11.30am Noah’s Ark Club for toddlers and families. 
Monday: 2.00-4.00pm Painting class for handicapped people. 
Monday:   Urban Saints*: 
     After school to 4.45pm    Quest (boys and girls in reception and years 1, 2 and 3) 

       6.30-7.30pm   Genesis (boys and girls in years 4, 5 and 6) 
       7.45-9.00pm Rock Solid (young people in years 7, 8 and 9) 

Wednesday: 7.30-9.00pm Revelation (young people in years 10, 11, 12 and 13) 
Thursday :  10.30-12.00 Noon Fair Cuppa* at Groby Village Hall. 
Friday    9.30-11.30am CATCH* Coffee and chat (in term-time) 
Friday:  7.30-9.30pm Gap* (young people in years 10. 11. 12 & 13) 
Saturday:  8.00-9.00am Prayers in the church hall for everyone 
 

*These events come under the umbrella of Churches Together in Groby 

 

mailto:suemcken@gmail.com

