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WHEN ANTIQUES ARE A LAUGHING MATTER! 
 

 
 

Here’s what Owen had to say… What a lovely social occasion the 
Golden Oldies Antique Road Show turned out to be. The place was 
packed, but still with plenty of table space to sit around comfortably. 
If you came on your own, you soon had someone to chat to as if you 
had known them for years.  
 

There was a novel twist to this event in that the guests had to 
evaluate the collectables, which caused much mirth. At times we 
didn’t even know what the antiques were, and this caused more 
amusement. 
 

Later after the appearance of Desmond the dancing camel, we 
enjoyed a lovely tea where we all knew the vintage of the cakes and 
sandwiches! 
So a big thank you for all the care and work that went into this event 
and it is you who are priceless!!  

 

The Sunday Fellowship 
 Sunday 7th April at 4.00pm 

  The United Reformed Church 
  Lifts available 
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SPRING….. I know it hasn't been 

very spring-like recently, but I was thinking 
that the word 'spring' has several meanings - two of them 
illustrated by these pictures - so here are a few thoughts 
inspired by the word.  And there'll be two more next month! 
 

When springtime arrives, we are conscious of new life bursting 
out everywhere. Familiar landmarks look fresher, there is more 
colour, sound and the light is brighter. But spring time also 
shows up the dirt and dust and we may find that we have to do 
some spring cleaning! And that includes taking a look at 
ourselves too, allowing the light of Jesus Christ into our 
darkest forgotten corners so that we can be made new.  
'I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not 
perceive it? 
I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.'   
Isaiah 43: 18-19 
 

The other spring is the kind that can be stretched or 
contracted. It is also resilient. It returns to its 
original shape whenever it is pulled or contracted. 
Sometimes we feel stretched by overwork, by the 
cares of our daily lives, or by an emergency. Or 

maybe these same things have squashed or diminished us. 
But God restores us back to the shape he made us.  
 

Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you 
will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light.’   Matthew 11: 28-30 
 
Every blessing in Christ,   Sue 
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Dear All, 
I would like to say 'thank you' for all the kindness, 
generosity, help and encouragement shown and 

given to myself and my children during our recent 
move.  

 

The road was not too long (with a few 'bumps' and 'winding turns') 
but ‘The Supporters’ were amazing, and with a few cars and a trailer 
moved us across the village. (The 'Promised Land' would have been 
reached much quicker with this team in charge!)  
 

Everyone who helped us during the days before, and on the day of 
our move, are forever in our memory, prayers and our hearts. We 
were shown such care and friendship unconditionally. It was 
overwhelming to see how many turned up to support us so that the 
often emotional and stressful process of moving was made easier! 
We knew or simply just recognised many who gave up their day to 
help.  
 

The days before our move many helped with a fresh lick of paint at 
the new house and the packing. The kindness and generosity 
overflowed. A move truly made much better because of you all.  
We are so grateful and thank you (times a million) so very much. 
God Bless,  
Love and hugs,  
Maria Stuart, Sean and Isabella 
 

 
 

 
The deadline for the May edition of Contact is  

Sunday April 21st - earlier if possible please   
Please email (preferred) or hand your items to:  
Joy Russell:  joyrussell@ntlworld.com 
Mary Stait: mpstait@hotmail.com 

 
 

Thank you Mary for finishing off last month’s edition of Contact when 
I escaped to sunnier climes  

 

mailto:joyrussell@ntlworld.com
mailto:mpstait@hotmail.com
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 APRIL WORSHIP PROGRAMME 

7th 
10.00am 
 
 
 
4.00pm 
 

Revd Sue McKenzie 
‘What’s a Church’ 
1 Corinthians 1:1-17 
Holy Communion 
 
The Sunday Fellowship 
Easter Service for over 60s 
‘Healing with Revd Sue’ 
 

♫ Dave Lomas 
Media: Phil (am) 
 
 
 
Media: Tim (pm) 

 

14th 
10.00am 

Prof. Bryan Jones 
‘God’s Wisdom, the Cross 
and the Holy Spirit’ 

1 Corinthians 1:18 – 2:16 

♫ Worship Group 
with Sue 

Media: Chris 

 
 

21st 
10.00am 
 
 
6.30pm 

Revd John Hall 
‘Who’s who? A Place for all 

1 Corinthians 3 
 
CTG 3SE at St P & J 
A youth focused service 
in modern worship style 
 

♫ Worship Group + 
Keyboardist 
Media: Barry dB 
 

Get more like Jesus 
while watching TV 
 

28th 
10.00am 
 

ALL AGE WORSHIP 

Service led by Young 
People (Grid) 

 

♫ Young People 

 
Media: Alan 
 
 

 
 

 ONE GOD ONE FAITH and everyone’s invited 
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HANDS TO THE APRIL PLOUGH  

 VESTRY HOLY 
COMMUNION 

CRECHE 

7th Tim Mark Rachel & Linda 

14th Kevan  Hilary S & Pat C 

21st Dave  Ann T & Barbs C 

28th Kathy  Linda & Susie 

    

    

 COFFEE FLOWER ROTA 

7th Pat S & Judith Kay Blick 

14th Pat C & Mary P Catherine Ward 

21st Jan & Kathy dB Beryl Gardiner 

28th Ann T & Barbara C Mandy & Dan Colllins 

   

  
CTG FAIR CUPPA 

 
WELCOME 

4th Muriel & June 7th Joy & Peter 

11th Margaret & Romaine 14th Elaine & John 

18th Ellen & Linda 21st Mary & Trevor 

25th Connie & Beryl 28th Kay B & Hily 

May 2nd Glennis & Neta   

  
CLEANING DETAIL        

5/5th Jeanette & Barrie, Anne, Hilary S 

12/13thgang Kathy dB, Lynda H, Sue & Lewis 

19/20th Ruth, Sue LB, Ana, Judith           

26/27th Pat C, Kay B, Joy & Peter 

May 3/4th Pat S, Linda & Tim, Kay P 

 
MANY WEAR IT, FEW ENDURE IT, ONLY ONE OVERCAME IT - 
JESUS 
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An opportunity to spend time together talking  

to God about our Church 

       TUESDAY 16TH APRIL 7.30pm-8.30pm 

Everyone welcome and everyone important   

 
As part of the Lent meeting when we reflected on some 

aspects of Celtic Christianity, we were asked to write a prayer 

around an action we do every day. Cliff Ashby wrote the 

following which he has kindly given permission for us share: 
 

Loving Lord, 

As I jog round the block, 

Help me to know my next step 

In service of other people. 
 

As I breathe deeply, fully, 

Help me to take in and 

To release your love. 
 

As I round each corner, 

Show me the road 

That you have set out for me. 

Amen 
 

 
Saturday 6th Kevan & Wendy’s Wedding 

Tuesday 9th Elders Meeting 

Thursday 11th 7.15pm (See page 11) Something New! 

Saturday 13th 8.00am CTG Prayer Breakfast followed by CTG 

AGM (URC to lead, P&J to feed) 

Tuesday 16th 7.30pm Talking to God on a Tuesday 

Tuesday 23rd CTG Forum 

Tuesday 30th 7.30pm Church Meeting – See notice board for 

Minutes and Agenda. Everyone welcome. 



 8 

 
Kay explaining Fair Trade to Co-op Shoppers 

Photo Mike Pratt 
 

Following the success of last year’s Schools involvement in Fairtrade 
and the enthusiasm shown by the young people taking part, the 
scheme was extended this year into a collaboration between 
Martinshaw and Elizabeth Woodville Primary Schools plus the 
church.  
 

Year 6 teachers from both Schools delivered lessons exploring the 
purpose and benefits of Fairtrade, including a lively debating game 
where groups of children, aged 10 and 11 years, took on the role of 
the various groups involved in the supply chain for the sale of 
bananas. They were given the task of considering the cost of the 
bananas at each stage of the chain and were shocked to find that in 
the case of none-Fairtrade goods, two thirds of the money remains 
with the wealthy consuming countries. They learned what this 
inequality meant for the farm workers, restricting access to 
schooling, medical care and basic clean water compared to how 
they themselves lived here in Groby. Many commented quite 
strongly on the unfairness of it all. 
 

Children from both schools produced a collage of art work depicting 
the range of goods which are now Fairly Traded. The work was 
displayed at the Co-op and Budgens as part of the Fairtrade 
promotion by the URC The year 6 pupils then led assembly's, with 
the support of Rev. Sue and Vicar Louise, for key Stage 2 classes 
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and by means of sketches passed on to their peers the importance 
of Fairtrade and what they had learned about the benefits to the 
producers and farmers.   
 

 Write up Owen Lawrence , Governor at Martinshaw School 
 

An Explanation of the Fair Trade display in our Church 

During the revelation service the young people read: James 2. 2-5 to 

us: Suppose a man comes into your meetings wearing a gold ring 

and fine clothes and a poor man in shabby clothes also comes in. If 

you pay special attention to the man wearing fine clothes saying: 

here is a good seat for you, but say to the poor man: You stand here 

or sit on the floor by my feet….  

Do you remember anyone coming into our church in worn shabby 

clothes?  I can’t.   

With Fair Trade on my mind I began to wonder whether the poor are 

visiting us indirectly through regular information from Fair Trade, 

Tearfund, Christian Aid and the Bible. Our brothers and sisters in 

Christ live far away from us, and often we find it difficult to 

understand the unfair trading arrangements they face. We are 

unable to physically witness their low standard of life. It is so much 

easier to be part of church activities, because they affect us directly.   

Jesus’ ministry touched the poor. That does not mean we should 

abandon our work in the church, but it means we need to nurture the 

compassion, love and concern Jesus showed to those who appear 

not to matter in our world. We are already aware in an indirect way, 

our purchase of Fair Trade products go some way to improving the 

balance between the rich and the poor.  

The Fair Trade motto this year is: Could you take a 

step further? Where do you/we place the poor in our 

Church life?   Ruth Ivens 
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Singing in a choir is one of the best things we can do.  It brings us 
together with other people, and it makes us feel better about 
ourselves.  When we sing, we release endorphins into our body, 
which is good not just for our mental well-being, but also for our 
physical health.  It’s no wonder that, all over the world, communities 
gather to sing together.  Gareth Malone has done it on TV and here 
in Groby, we have a chance to do the same. 
 
My name is Helen Hayes, and I’m a professional choir teacher.  After 
Easter, I’ll be leading a community project called Groby Sings.  We’ll 
be rehearsing at the Groby Club during April, May and June, leading 
up to a performance at Groby College on Friday 28 June.  The songs 
that we’ll be singing are from ‘Oliver’ (Food, Glorious Food; I’d Do 
Anything; etc.) and ‘Les Miserables’ (I Dreamed a Dream, Do You 
Hear the People Sing, etc.).   
 
I want to involve as many people as possible - from 7 to 97 (or 
older!).  There will be two adult choirs, on Monday afternoons and on 
Monday evenings, and a choir of children and young people, on 
Friday afternoons (after school or college).  The big message is:  
ALL ARE WELCOME!   It doesn’t matter whether you think you can 
sing or not. The fact is, we can all sing - we just might not be a 
Pavarotti or Jessie J.  
 
You could be thinking one of the following things:   

“I’ve got to look after young children during the day”  
“I’m too old.” 
“I can’t get there.”  

The answers to these are  
“There will be people to look after your children.” 
“No one is too old to sing.” 
“We’ll come and get you.”  

So you can do it, if you want to.  
 
The first rehearsal is on Friday 12th April at 3.45pm (children), 
Monday15th April at 1.15pm or Monday 15th April at 8pm and it’s 
completely FREE to take part. All rehearsals are at Groby Social 
Club.I want this project to reach out to as many people as possible.  
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If you know someone who this could really help – someone who 
needs a break from caring from someone, someone who is lonely or 
bereaved, or someone who just needs something to lift their spirits – 
please let them know about it and encourage them to take part or 
contact me and I’ll encourage them! 
 

So don’t waste any time, contact me, Helen Hayes, on 0786 796 
3328 or at helen_hayes@btinternet.com and get involved. 
This is going to be an amazing experience, so don’t miss out!   
See you after Easter! 
 

   

Ethan Day 8 on 4th April 

    Ben Stokes 1 on the 7th 

        Isabella Eagle 12 on 11th April 

           Dylan Kirby 2 on 21st  

               Christian Flude 12 on 29th April 

 

 
Hosts: John & Elaine Mee 

45 Glebe Road 
Tel: 2877608 

Time: 7.15 – 9.00pm 

 

Dates:    Theme: 
Thursday 11th April  ‘People of Purpose’ 
Thursday 25th April   ‘Beams of Faith’s Light’ 
 

Let them shine… 
THE CHURCH AS THE PEOPLE OF GOD 
Everyone most welcome,  
Information from Elaine & John, Joy, Ruth 

 

mailto:helen_hayes@btinternet.com
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A CARRY ON IN THE OLD KITCHEN! 
 
On a freezing cold day in March three musketeers were discovered 
giving the storage area a make-over by cladding the walls. Recently, 
this space had become a bit of a glory hole! When the restoration 
work is complete, can we think of with a more suitable name than the 
old kitchen (?)  
Thank you Dave, Lewis and Phil for more work behind the scenes. 
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JAMBO!! There’s so much to tell you since my last 

‘blog’ I’m not sure where to begin. 

We spent two amazing days in the Serengeti and saw 

lots of animals - a herd of elephants came so close to 

our vehicle it was surreal.  This was followed by two 

reflection days, which God really used to refresh 

everyone for the second half of the first 3 months, at 

the end of which we all go to Zanzibar for a 2 week holiday before 

everyone (except me) goes back to England. We’ll then go back to 

Musoma and be joined by a new group coming out, so please pray 

for safe travel and protection during the holiday, a smooth transition 

between groups and confirmed renewal of our Visas!! 

We’ve had a few team health and finance issues but that all seems to 

be settling down now PRAISE GOD – and thank you to everyone who 

has supported us in prayer and with extra donations – you’ve ALL 

been AMAZING!  
 

Our Immani Kuku (Faith & Chicken) team has finished the 2
nd

 water 

tank, as well as the goat and chicken sheds for the Rafiki farming co-

operative.  We’re now buying 3 goats (£70 each) and 150 chicks 

(70p each - how cute!?!).  The chicken project is the first one of its 

kind in the area, so we’ve been having a lot of chicken-related 

conversations with local shops, just like a Musoma-based version of 

‘The Apprentice’! 

We’ve started work on a toilet for Mukami (a local lady with 

stomach cancer) which is brilliant and we’ve also begun to build an 

NGO community water tank up in Nyasirori (a bit of a drive!). We 

are grateful for all your prayers, especially for the vehicles to keep 

working!  Graham (our Go M.A.D. main guy) flew out last week 

with more spare parts for the ‘Red Rocket’, so hopefully it’ll rattle 

along ok for the next few months. 

We would also really value prayer for Boki, a woman in a difficult 

situation with her home life at the moment. She has aids and is 

pregnant, due any time now, and needs to have the baby away from 

home for safety reasons. So prayer for her protection would be really 

appreciated.  
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Boni, an adorable, bouncy three year-old at the orphanage has finally 

been adopted! It's left a big hole in the orphanage and in our hearts! 

But we are happy he's found a family and pray that he'll settle 

quickly.  
 

After many challenges and answers to prayer, the Kanisa (Church) 

Team have finally built the church in Kymajoje, a village on the 

other side of Town.  There was a ‘grand opening’ on 17
th

 March 

when the Bishop preached, which is quite a big deal!  It was an 

awesome service including cutting of red ribbon to officially open 

the Church   

Relationships with the village have been improving and they’ve 

started a choir/prayer group, which is brilliant.  Some friends of a 19 

year old called Mtani, who is paralysed from the legs down, brought 

him all the way to the church so the team could pray for him - luckily 

they didn’t lower him down through the roof!!! (Mark 2:2-4). His 

happiness even in such horrible circumstances was really inspiring 

and thanks to one of the team a wheelchair has arrived from England 

for him.  God is good!  
 

This team have also been able to teach in Kyamajoje school- 70 

students in one class! Thanks to many generous donations, which we 

are all really grateful for, they are now building them a water tank, 

which is really exciting, as it will prevent so many of the diseases 

that we see every day!  

On a lighter note, Eagle Lodge (our home here) has also become a 

temporary home to tortoises. It began with ‘Vern’ - he was found on 

the side of the road, brought here, but promptly escaped. The next 

three tortoises we found did the same thing – oh well, we like it 

here!!  Lots of us also have some cool African clothes!    

Oh...and we got to watch Lion King the other day...a classic!  
 

We are now in the rainy season and enjoying nightly thunder and 

lightning, but some seriously incredible views! 

I think that’s about all for now...  

Hope all is well back home! Mungu Akubariki (God Bless)    Deb  
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Cycling/ Walking Day out 

Saturday May 18th 2013 

Carsington Water ALL ages 

Contact: Lewis McKenzie 

01162 321733 

        GROBY 

BOOKING FORM We are aiming to have a fun day out. You can 

walk or cycle around Carsington Water.  8 1/2 is the total distance is miles. 

The cyclists are challenged to do more.... will anyone want to do 17, 25 or 

34?  DETAILS: On the morning of the 18th May arriving at 09.15 at the 

URC. We will load up and leave promptly at 09.30. Bring waterproofs, 

drinks plus for lunch time picnic finger food 'bring and share' A-N last 

name savoury & O-Z sweet. All maps, 1st Aid, souvenir logbook for the 

day provided. As is all transport for your bike as well if not walking. A sum 

is suggested to cover the parking etc. of a minimum of £4.00 per form 

returned! Please give this to Lewis on the 18th preferably in an envelope 

'for expenses'). Other than a phone call from Lewis to say he has received 

your booking no communications will follow. Let Lewis know on his 

number if you cannot make it after all (by 08.00 on the 18th). Insurance is 

as follows: Urban Saints youngsters covered, others under 18 yrs. to come 

with their family, please. Adults - assume not covered.  

Please hand this form to Chris Davis or Lewis McKenzie by April 21
st
  

 

 

Name(s) 

will  be walking 

cycling   w/c 

+ will or will not need 

transport y/n 

   

   

   

   
My telephone no. is 

 
 Distance hoped to go 

=         miles 
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Groby United Reformed Church      

Chapel Hill, Groby, Leics. LE6 OFE 

 
Minister: 
Revd Sue McKenzie 
Tel: 0116 232 1733  
E-mail suemcken@gmail.com  

  
 

Secretarial Team:    Youth Worker: 
Mrs. Norma Whittaker    Ruth O’Connell  
Tel: 0116 287 6606    Tel: 0775908704 
Email;normawhit4@virgin media.com    Email: r.ocnnell@mail.com  

Mr. Peter Russell    Hall Lettings:   
Tel: 0116 299 6164    Mrs K Peel Tel: 2250045 

 

Groby URC is a member of the Evangelical Alliance UK. 
Groby URC website: www.grobyurc.com   
 

Sunday Worship 
10am: Morning Worship: All Age with ychurch (children’s session) 
Holy Communion as announced. Babies and toddlers can be 
cared for on Sunday mornings. 

 
The church building has a loop hearing system, wheelchair 
access, toilet for disabled, nappy-changing facilities for babies. 
 

Home Groups: Wed & Thurs evenings – see an elder for details 

  

Weekday Activities: 
Monday:  9.30-11.30am Noah’s Ark Club for toddlers and families. 
Monday: 2.00-4.00pm Painting class for handicapped people. 
Monday:   Urban Saints*: 
     After school to 4.45pm    Quest (boys and girls in reception and years 1, 2 and 3) 

       6.30-7.30pm   Genesis (boys and girls in years 4, 5 and 6) 
       7.45-9.00pm Rock Solid (young people in years 7, 8 and 9) 

Wednesday: 7.30-9.00pm Revelation (young people in years 10, 11, 12 and 13) 
Thursday :  10.30-12.00 Noon Fair Cuppa* at Groby Village Hall. 
Friday    9.30-11.30am CATCH* Coffee and chat (in term-time) 
Friday:  7.30-9.30pm Gap* (young people in years 10. 11. 12 & 13) 
Saturday:  8.00-9.00am Prayers in the church hall for everyone 
 

*These events come under the umbrella of Churches Together in Groby 

 

mailto:suemcken@gmail.com

