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A New Government Scheme That Means 
More Money For Church Funds 

 
With effect from 6th April this year, we will be able to claim tax 
back on cash donations made through the offertory bag, even 
if the donor is a non-taxpayer, or the gift is given anonymously. 
This is because of a new Government scheme called the Gift 
Aid Small Donations scheme. Depending on the amount of 
donations we receive, this could result in up to £1250 extra 
each year for church funds. 
 

What follows is relevant to everyone who puts their offertory 
anonymously into the collection bag, or who has a set of offertory 
envelopes but has not completed a Gift Aid declaration. If you have 
made a Gift Aid declaration (and/or you normally give more than £20 
a week), this message is not relevant and you don’t need to change 
anything. 
 

The scheme has two limitations – first, tax can only be claimed on 
cash donations, and secondly, if any single donation is obviously 
over £20, we cannot claim tax back on it. 
 

So, I need to ask two things of the congregation 
 

First, if you usually put your offertory directly into the bag (without 
using a numbered envelope), please try to 
avoid using a cheque (or a £50 note!). 
 

Secondly, if you have a set of envelopes, but 
aren’t in the Gift Aid scheme, again please 
avoid using cheques if possible, and if you 
miss a few weeks and decide to catch up, 

please don’t amalgamate all your offertory into one envelope if doing 
so would result in there being more than £20 in the envelope. 
 

In this way we can maximise the amount we can reclaim from the 
taxman and benefit the work of Groby URC. 
 

Thank you for your help and for your support of our church. 
 

Alan Bloor (Treasurer) 
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'Sing to the Lord a new song, sing to the Lord, all the earth.  
Sing to the Lord, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day 
after day. 
Declare his glory among the nations, his marvellous deeds 
among the peoples.' 
Psalm 96: 1-3 
 
There are some very good reasons to praise God and to be 
thankful as a community as I look back over the last month. A 
wedding and the safe arrival of two gorgeous babies is as good 
a place to start as any, but as well as that we have two new 
home groups, a new knitting group and a new website. The 
sun rose in glorious majesty reflecting the glory of Jesus risen 
from the dead up on Old John early on Easter morning, and 
'Groby Sings' is underway. All are signs that God is at work.  
 
It is partly because there are a lot of things happening in the 
life of the church at the moment, that we need to ensure that 
we are all travelling together, ready to play our part whatever 
that may be in God's future for us.  
 

Church is a team sport, and like any 
team, it works best when each 
person understands clearly what 
the team is hoping to achieve. I am 
keen that church meetings are the 

place where we do 'team stuff' - 
where we all come together to share ideas, talk together, and 
focus on key areas of church life and how they fit into the way 
we feel called to do mission: WHOLE CHURCH mission. I 
believe that it is as church together that we learn where the 
Holy Spirit is leading and we shape the life of the church for 
today and tomorrow. 
Cont.  
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If you are reading this edition of 'Contact' before Tuesday 30th 
April, then you can find out more and share your ideas at the 
next church meeting on that date. There will be formal 
business to be done, and decisions to be taken, but there will 
also be space to talk, discuss and share ideas as well! 
Everyone is welcome - so come along at 7.30pm and be a part 
of 'team church'.  
 
It's also great that as church we do fun stuff too. Social events 
are a way of getting to know one another better so watch out 
for some outdoor social events coming up over the summer 
months…..beginning with the cycle ride and walk day out at 
Carsington Water on May 18th.  
 
With love in Christ, 
 
Sue 
 

TALKING TO GOD ON A TUESDAY 
An opportunity to spend time together talking to 

God about our Church 
Tuesday 21st May 
One hour of prayer led by Elders 

7.30 – 8.30pm 
 

Everyone welcome and  
everyone important  

 

 

The deadline for the June edition of  is  

Sunday 19th May. Please email (preferred) or hand your items 
to: joyrussell@ntlworld.com or mpstait@hotmail.com  who are 
happy to welcome items in advance of the deadline 
 

mailto:joyrussell@ntlworld.com
mailto:mpstait@hotmail.com
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    Many Happy Returns 
From your church family 

 

Luke Pattison 14 on 13th may 
Alice Pattison 14 on 13th may 

                     Reece Jordan 11 on 20th may 
         Chloe Kirby 7 on 28th may 

Happy Birthday  

 

                 

 
 
Christian Aid Week 13th-19th May 
 

Saturday 4th Church cleaning weekend – see notice board 
Monday 6th Church cleaning weekend 
Saturday 11th CTG Prayer Breakfast (P&J to lead URC to feed) 
Tuesday 14th Elders Meeting 
Wednesday 15th 10.30am Pentecost Art Attack see notice page 8 

Tuesday 21st Talking to God see notice page 4 
 
One step to change a life… 
 
Join us between 12-18th May in the 
Christian Aid Week house-house 
collection and end poverty and 
hunger one step at a time 
 

 
Every envelope has the power to change a life.  
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 HELPING HANDS FOR 2013  

 
 
VESTRY 

HOLY 
COMMUNION 

 
CRECHE 

5th Mary  Rachel & Linda 

12th Mark Kathy Hilary & Pat C 

19th Norma  Ann T & Barbara C 

26th Tim  Linda & Susie 

 

 COFFEE FLOWERS 

5th Dave & Hilary Hily Seaton 

12th Kay B & friend Mr C Taylor 

19th Sue LB & Hily Barbara Conlon 

26th Pat C & Mary P Sarah & Chris Downes 

 
2 person team required for morning coffee once every 6 weeks 
Please speak with an elder or see Joy 

 FAIR CUPPA WELCOME 

2nd Glennis & Neta 5th Sue LB & helper 

9th Kay & Jill 12th Jean & Sheila 

16th Elizabeth & Hilary 19th Hiscock Family 

23rd Barbarab & Anne 26th Moira & Jim 

 

 CLEANING ROTA  

3/4th Linda & Tim, Kay P (3)   

10/11th Jeanette & Barrie, Anne, Hilary 

17/18th Kathy dB, Lynda H, Sue & Lewis 

24/25th Mary S, Dave S -  HELP NEEDED PLEASE 

31/1st Ruth, Sue LB, Ana - HELP NEEDED PLEASE 
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MAY 2013 Worship & Teaching 
                    Programme 

 

5th 
10.00am 

Zac Alard 
1 Corinthians ch. 4 
‘No Pride’ 

♫ Worship Group + 
Debbie 
 
Media: Mark 

12th 
10.00am 

 

Rev Sue 
1 Corinthians ch. 5,6 
Lifestyle 1: 
 Immorality and arguments 
Holy Communion 

♫ Hedley 
 
Media: Phil 

19th 
9.30am 

 

PENTECOST  
 Part 1 at P&J… 
10.00am walk to URC… 
10.15am Part 2 at URC 
Revds Sue & Louise 

♫ Worship Group + 
Sue 
 
Media: Chris 
 
 

26th 
10.00am 

 
 
 
 
ALL  AGE WORSHIP  with 

Rev Sue 

♫  TBA 
 
Media: Barrie dB 

 

 
PRAYER POINTERS:   
 

Over the next three months there will be no Prayer Pointers as I will 
be away from home during the time they should be prepared.   
You will see a Calendar included with this month’s Contact and also 
an edition of Prayer Pointers.  There will be a Calendar in the June 
and July/August editions of Contact which will include activities as 
they happen (for which you can pray) and also other opportunities to 
pray for people, situations and ministries etc. 
I am so grateful for all those who faithfully provide prayer pointers 
each month and hope they will enjoy having a short break!  
Pat 
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Wednesday 15
TH

 MAY  
10.30am - 2.00pm at the URC 

 

 
We are to paint a Pentecost mural with 

lots of fire, wind and doves! 
 

No special training is called for, just come 
and enjoy painting along with friends. 

 

A light luncheon of homemade soup and a roll 
to be  served around midday. 

 

Coffee & biscuits at elevenses 
 

Please tell Anne 2875585 
or Joy 2996164 that you are coming. 

 

 
 
 

 
CONGRATULATIONS FROM  

YOUR CHURCH FAMILY   
 

Helen and Leroy Scrimshire on the 
birth of Joel 25

th
 March 2013 

A baby brother for Jessica, Payton 
and Triston (photo next month) 

 
Helen and Riccardo Fracchia on the 

birth of Roberto 28th March 2013 
A baby brother for Lucca 
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WHAT MADE EASTER MORNING EXTRA SPECIAL? 

 
 

Greeting the Risen Lord on Old John at 7.00am 
Snow on the ground, -6 degrees and only the brave cycled there. 

 

  
 

The Big Easter Breakfast - A la carte Barry style!! 
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3-days old Roberto makes his first appearance in church. 
Not a dry eye in a packed house! 

 
 

THE LIFE AND MISSION CHOIR PRESENTS TIME FOR JESUS 
 

On the afternoon of Sunday 24th March, the Life & Mission 
Choir from North London brought the Easter Musical “Time for 
Jesus” to Groby URC.  What an amazing and uplifting 
afternoon it proved to be! 
 
“Time for Jesus” told the Easter story in words and music.  The 
choir and soloists sang with heartfelt emotion – the despair and 
grief of Good Friday and the great joy of Easter Day.  They 
were ably accompanied by a small group of musicians. 
 
It was a memorable performance – for me personally this was 
the most meaningful telling of the death & resurrection of Jesus 
for Easter 2013. 
 
A big thank you to Sue & Lewis for inviting the Life & Mission 
Choir to Groby to share their story with us. 

Anne Dunn 
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Some of the talented members of the Life and Mission Choir 

 
Oh HAPPY DAY 

 

 
 

Photo: Paul Grimwood 
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What a wonderful day was Saturday 6th April for Wendy and 
Kevan. We felt privileged to be there to experience the love 
which was in abundance at the service. The church was 
packed through into the hall and the floral displays were 
beautiful. And afterwards some threw confetti! 
Congratulations Mr and Mrs Hall from your Church Family. 

Muriel Ward 
 

‘More Food For Everyone iF’ 
 

The IF campaign is supported by many groups working for 
global justice, including Tearfund, and focuses on the G8 
summit which is to be hosted by the UK in June.  The UK 
government will have the opportunity to set the tone and 
agenda when the leaders of these powerful countries meet.  
During a Sunday morning service in May there will be 
opportunity to complete a letter that can be sent to your MP or 
David Cameron, asking the UK Government to use the G8 
summit to prioritise the importance of measures that will 
ensure food is available for everyone everywhere. Such 
measures are: 
 

To uphold financial aid promises, and to direct them 
particularly to women farming smallholdings 
Stop powerful companies grabbing land to profit from growing 
bio fuels rather than farmers using it to grow food. 
Stop tax dodging by multinational companies.  
Greater government transparency 
 

At the moment, there are deep inequalities that allow the few 
to make billions while leaving hard working poor farmers and 
vulnerable people everywhere facing the highest food prices in 
a generation.  The rules must change, and the UK government 
have the opportunity in 2013 to press for these changes. 
 

If you have internet access you can get more information 
from the Tearfund website:  http://www.tearfund.org 

http://www.tearfund.org/


 13 

Deb’s Tanzania Blog  

JAMBO!!!  As the first half of my adventure 
comes to an end, I want to say a massive 
THANK YOU for all the financial and prayer 
support you have given us! We wouldn't have 
been able to do any of it without that so thank you so much! 
We are so grateful to God for the amazing experiences we 
have all had and I know everyone feels really sad to leave  
We will miss the people and each other on the team so much!  
 
The money raised has: built a church, started a chicken 
project, supported the market garden project, bought 3 goats 
and renovated goat sheds, built 3 water tanks for families and 
1 large tank for a health centre, supported education, built a 
toilet, painted a mural at the village school and enabled A LOT 
of very sick people to live!!!  
 
So, as some head back home, others of us went off to 
Zanzibar for a 2 week break – to visit the projects there, swim 
with dolphins in the open sea, go on sea safaris and rest and 
relax until it was time for the others to fly back home and for 
me to head back to Musoma ready for the new team to arrive.   

This will mean a new blog, but I will update everyone as soon 
as I know the details, so you can continue to follow what we’re 
doing and pray for us as we spend another 3 months serving 
God in Tanzania.  Please keep us in your thoughts and prayers 
and pray that I will settle in quickly with this team. 

I know the first team are now sharing stories and photos with 
everyone back home, so here are just a few of them so you 
can see what we’ve been doing. 

God bless you heaps and see you very soon!!! Deb <>< 
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Worshipping in the 
new Church: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The mural at the 
village school 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Face painting 
with the children  

 
 
Building a water tank 
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Have you seen the newly painted kitchen? Thank you 
good fairy x 2 for a job well done.  
Have you seen our replacement chairs in the hall? Thank 
you Evington Road URC, who are closing down and have 
kindly donated them to us free of charge. And thanks to our 
resident movers and shakers for transporting them across the city. 

 

Shaggy Bike Story: I’m really fed up with my dog… he’ll chase 

anyone on a bicycle.   

"Really? What will you do about it?"    

“I think I’ll have to confiscate his bike!”                                

 

Cycling/ Walking Day out 

Saturday May 18th 2013 

Carsington Water For ALL 

Contact: Lewis McKenzie 

     01162 321733                      
 

 

BOOKING FORM (Details in April's Magazine) 
Please ring Lewis or fill in the form 'without putting this down!' 

 & give to Chris Davis or Lewis McKenzie a.s.a.p. in May__   

 

Name(s) will  be walking 
cycling   w/c 

+ will or will not 
need transport y/n 

                           

   

   

   
My telephone no. is  Distance hoped to 

go =         miles 
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Groby United Reformed Church      

Chapel Hill, Groby, Leics. LE6 OFE 

 
Minister: 
Revd Sue McKenzie 
Tel: 0116 232 1733  
E-mail suemcken@gmail.com  

 

Secretarial Team:   Youth Worker: 
Mrs. Norma Whittaker    Ruth O’Connell  
Tel: 0116 287 6606    Tel: 07759 087804 
Email;normawhit4@virgin media.com   Email: r.oconnell@mail.com 

Mr. Peter Russell    Hall Lettings:   
Tel: 0116 299 6164    Mrs K Peel Tel: 2250045 

 

Groby URC is a member of the Evangelical Alliance UK. 
Groby URC website: www.grobyurc.com   
 

Sunday Worship 
10am: Morning Worship: All Age with ychurch (children’s session) 
Holy Communion as announced. Babies and toddlers can be 
cared for on Sunday mornings. 

 
The church building has a loop hearing system, wheelchair 
access, disabled toilet and nappy-changing facilities for babies. 
 

Home Groups: Wed & Thurs evenings – see an elder for details 

  

Weekday Activities: 
Monday:  9.30-11.30am Noah’s Ark Club for toddlers and families. 
Monday: 2.00-4.00pm Painting class for handicapped people. 
Monday:   Urban Saints*: 
     After school to 4.45pm    Quest (boys and girls in reception and years 1, 2 and 3) 

       6.30-7.30pm   Genesis (boys and girls in years 4, 5 and 6) 
       7.45-9.00pm Rock Solid (young people in years 7, 8 and 9) 

Wednesday: 7.30-9.00pm Revelation (young people in years 10, 11, 12 and 13) 
Thursday :  10.30-12.00 Noon Fair Cuppa* at Groby Village Hall. 
Friday    9.30-11.30am CATCH* Coffee and chat (in term-time) 
Friday:  7.30-9.30pm Gap* (young people in years 10. 11. 12 & 13) 
Saturday:  8.00-9.00am Prayers in the church hall for everyone 
 
 

*These events come under the umbrella of Churches Together in Groby 

 

mailto:suemcken@gmail.com

