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Light in the Darkness 

 
Christmas 2013 & January 2014 



A NEW Just Shop in Town!  
 
Just has opened a new pop-up shop selling fairly traded 
toys. 

For the next 4 weeks up till Christmas we have 2 shops; our 
main shop at 36 Silver Street and our new temporary or ‘pop 
up’ shop focusing on our toys, games, dolls and puzzles – 
mainly our lovely Lanka Kade range of products. It is in St 
Martin ’s Square, opposite Polly’s, within view of our main 
shop. 

We are doing this because our sales of toys have grown 
hugely over the last year and we want to have a wider range to 

sell. There is much 
we didn’t stock! 
The new shop 
gives us extra 
space, space for 
more products, 
space for 
customers to 
browse. 

Taking the toys out 
of the main shop 
also means more 

space to display our other products better and make it easier 
for customers. We know how busy it gets at this time of year 
and how difficult it can be for customers to see all that we sell. 

 
# God Loves You  - what a tweet! 
 
   
 
 

http://www.lankakade.co.uk/
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Wait for the Lord: be strong and take heart 
and wait for the Lord. Psalm  27:14 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

Six weeks feels a long time when you are waiting for your 
eyesight to improve, and during that time God has taught me a 
few things about patience! So when it comes to Advent, the 
time of waiting and preparing for the birth of Jesus, I am sure 
that God has things to teach all of us.  
 

In many situations, we are good at 
waiting - particularly, I observe, at 
airports! Waiting is part of what you 
do there. You expect it, you prepare 
for it, and you look forward to when 
the waiting will be over and it is at last 

time to get your flight. You are told to arrive hours before your 
flight takes off; so you go armed with a book, a magazine, or 
puzzles to pass the time. You watch your flight number creep 
slowly up to the top of the display board and finally when the 
number is called over the loudspeaker system, you leap to 
your feet, so grateful that at last the wait is over.  
 
Advent is a time of waiting, and a journey towards the moment 
of Jesus’ birth. The word means ‘coming’ or ‘arrival’. The four 
weeks of Advent are spiritual preparation time, but for many of 
us, there’s not much waiting time at all! December flies by in a 
flurry of activities, and it can turn out to be the most stressful 
time of the year. It is hard to hold onto Advent in the thick of  
everything, especially when commercial Christmas, and school 
Christmas all arrive long before the 25th December. 
So let's take a deep breath and mark Advent - that time of 
waiting and expect God to teach us new things.  
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Savour those four weeks, treasure them, and enjoy the anticipation 
– because unlike flights – Jesus’ birth among us won’t be cancelled!! 
 

Here's a few ideas: 
- pick up a devotional Advent calendar from the back of 
church, or download your own from 
http://thomasmousin.wordpress.com/ 
- visit the church website for a practical idea each day  
- read an Advent devotional book www.brfonline.org.uk has a 
good selection 
- eat the chocolate really slowly and pray while you enjoy the 
Real (Fair Trade) chocolate Advent calendar. 
 

Happy waiting – and enjoy a blessed, peaceful and joyful Christmas 
– when it comes! 
Love in Christ, Sue 
 

An Advent Poem Thom M. Shuman 

Taken from ‘Candles and Conifers’ by Ruth Burgess 
 

‘MAYBE’    

Maybe it is in the waiting for God, 
Not in the wandering from store to store, 

That we find our way. 
 

Maybe it is in the friendship of God, 
Not in the frenzy of the crowds, 
That we are led to the manger. 

 

Maybe it is in the steadfast love of God, 
And not in the pile of stuff under the tree, 

That we find what we have been searching for all our lives. 
Maybe, just maybe, God of Advent, this year will be different. 

Maybe, just maybe, 
We will let you lead us to Bethlehem. 
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PREACHING THEMES 
The flow of preaching and the topics chosen over the year are the 
result of prayer, discussion and careful preparation by two Elders 
and myself. I thought you might be interested to look back and see 
where God has been leading us over the past year or so..... 
 

Jan - Aug 2012  'The God you thought you knew' 
 Exodus 
Sept - Nov 2012 'Jesus the centre of Christian life'
 Colossians 
Dec 2013 - Mar 2013 'Meeting Jesus'    
 Luke's gospel 
Apr - Aug 2013 'Being the Church - God's Brilliant Idea'  1 

Corinthians 
Sept - Nov 2013 Psalms for the Whole of Life   

Selection of psalms 
 

THE NEXT SERIES will focus on real life issues for followers of Jesus: 
Jan - Apr 2014  Whole-Life Discipleship        

Matthew's gospel (mainly Sermon on the Mount –  

Chapters 5-7) 
   

The Sermon on the Mount is a bit like a Jesus manifesto - it's a 
whole block of teaching on lifestyle.  After his baptism and 
temptation in the wilderness Jesus begins to announce the good 
news of the kingdom of God - so what he teaches is about life (the 
whole of it) as it looks when lived under God's loving rule.  
It's a way of being, not a set of rules as such.  

We get going in January, with a continuation of readings 
from the birth of Jesus into the early part of Matthew's 

gospel, getting stuck into the Sermon on the Mount in 
February. We pray that God will continue to challenge, 
inspire and teach us all on Sunday mornings through 

this part of his living and active Word. 
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Many Happy Returns 
From your Church Family 

Liberty Barros 6 on December 1st  
Alyssa Barros 5 on December 24th 
Maida Platts 2 on December 27th 

Megan Stokes 7 on Dec 13th 

   
Joshua Lomas 15 on 7th January 

May the Good Lord Bless you 
 

 

TALKING TO GOD ON A TUESDAY 

A New Year’s opportunity to spend time 
together talking to God about our 

Church  
One hour of prayer led by Elders 

Tuesday 21st January 
7.30 – 8.30pm 

         Everyone welcome and everyone important  
  

 

            
 Thank You for your 2013 contributions  
  The deadline for the February edition is: 

Sunday January 19th 2014  
Please email (preferred) or hand your items 

to: joyrussell@ntlworld.com  
or mpstait@hotmail.com   
Articles always welcome in advance 

 
How does King Wenceslas like his pizzas? 

 
Deep pan, crisp and even! 

mailto:joyrussell@ntlworld.com
mailto:mpstait@hotmail.com
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DECEMBER 2013 & JANUARY 2014 CHURCH DIARY  
Thursday 5th 7.30pm Film and Food for Fellas 

Dec 7th-8th – P&J Christmas tree Festival. See page 11 
 

Sunday 8th 4.00pm. Sunday Afternoon Fellowship - 
Especially for the over 60s.  A Christmas Miscellany with 

carols led the Testify! Singers – tea and mince pies afterwards. 
Everyone welcome-bring your friends 
 

Tuesday 10th Elders Meet 
Sunday 15th 10.00am  All Age Worship  ‘Light UP’ led by our 
young church  

Tuesday December 17th 7.00pm on Stamford Arms Car Park 

Carols around the Tree with the Ratby Band. A CTG Event 

Thursday 19th 10.30am Fair Cuppa Carols at Village Hall CTG  
 

Christmas Eve 5.00pm here at the URC ‘Share the Light’ an 
interactive service for everyone followed by hot punch & mince 
pies. 
Christmas Eve: 7.00-8.45pm  
Carols Singing around the Village. CTG event – leaving from P&J 
 

JANUARY 2014 
Saturday 4th 6-8pm New Year Party bring and share. See page 13 
Tuesday 14th Elders Meeting 
Tuesday 21st  7.30pm Talking to God 
Tuesday 28th CTG Forum 
Saturday 25th 8.00am CTG Prayer Breakfast (URC to lead P&J to 
feed) 
Sunday 26th directly after the service at 11.30am Bring a picnic to 
follow the meeting.  The Church Meeting a must for everyone 
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DECEMBER 2013 
 

 VESTRY H COMMUNION CRECHE 

1st Mark  Rachel & Linda 

8th Tim Mary Hilary & Stacey 

15th Dave H  Ann T & Barbara 

22nd Dave S  Linda & Susie 

24th (pm) Phil  - 

25th Kathy  - 

29th Mary  Stacey & Linda 

 COFFEE FLOWER ROTA 

1st Pat C & Mary P Judith Robinson 

8th Pat S & Judith David & Sue Brooks 

15th Jan & Kathy dB Mrs J Falknall          } 

22nd Ann T & Barbara C Christmas Flowers  } 

24th (pm) t.b.a. Christmas Flowers  } 

29th Dave & Hilary Barbara Conlon 

  FAIR CUPPA WELCOME 

5th Kay & Jill 1st Sue LB & friend 

12th Elizabeth & Hilary 8th Jean & Sheila 

19th Alan & Violet  CAROLS 15th Hiscock Family 

  22nd Moira & Jim 

  24th (pm) Joy & Peter 

  25th Anne & Barbs 

                                            29th          John & Elaine 

 CLEANING DETAIL    

6/7th Pat S, Linda & Tim, Kay P 

13/14th Jeanette & Barrie, Anne, Hilary 

20/21st Kathy dB, Lynda H, Sue & Lewis 

27/28th Ruth, Sue LB, Judith 
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1st 
10.00am 

Revd Sue 
‘Let there be Light’ 
Matthew 1: 1-17 

♫ Sue Annable 
Media: Mark 

8th 
10.00am 
 
 
 
4.00pm 

 

Revd Sue 
‘Light in the darkness’ 
Matthew 1: 18-24 
Holy Communion 
 

Sunday Fellowship for over 
60’s  A Christmas Miscellany 
‘Jesus Reason for the 
Season’  

♫ t.b.c 

Media: Phil 
 

 

 

♫ Testify! Singers 
 
Media: Tim 

15th 

10.00am 

‘Light Up’  
Service led by our 
Young Church 

♫ ychurch 
Media: Barry dB 
 
 

22nd 
10.00am 

Christmas Praise  
Led by Tim 
& Dave S 

♫ Worship Group with 
Debbie 
 
Media: Barry dB 

 

24th 
5.00pm 
 
 
7.00-
8.45pm 

‘Share the Light’ – an 
interactive service for 
everyone followed by hot 
punch & mince pies. 
Carol Singing around the 
Village leaving from P&J 

♫ Sue Annable 
Media: Tim 
 

25th 

9.30am 

Christmas Day  
with Revd 

Sue 
‘Celebrating 

Jesus Light of the World’ 

♫ Tom & friends 
Media: Tim 

29th 

10.00am 

Kevan Hall 
‘Ransomed, Healed, 
Restored, Forgiven’ Eph. 2 

♫ Dave Lomas 
Media: Tim 
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JUST SHOPPING EARLY FOR CHRISTMAS 

Jaquie, Helen & 

Hillary helping to 

save the planet 

by selecting 

bamboo socks 

as Christmas 

presents. at our 

Fairtrade sale 

held in 

November. The 

beautifully made 

socks are fairly 

and ethically 

produced. 
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Groby 
United Reformed Church 

 

New Year Resolution? 
 

 
 

Enjoy life to the full with Jesus 
 

January 2014 
 



 

 12 

Saturday 4th January  
6-8pm at the church  

Fun and games for all ages 
Bring and share food 

Please sign the list on the notice board 
if you hope to come! 

 
SPRING HARVEST 2014 
Is anyone interested? 

Ruth Mwenye (from St P and St J) would be pleased to  
hear from you, as she is thinking of going. 

www.springharvest.org 

 

Chattabox 2014 the fun-filled, action-packed half 

term Holiday Club for children aged 5-11, will be back again 
from 17th - 21st February.  
This time the theme will be 'Chattabox Down at the Dump.' 
 

The planning team will be asking for your prayers, some 
practical help at the event and the inevitable collecting of 
waste materials for crafts. This will include 50 cardboard rolls, 
100 small plastic yoghurt pots and 50 Fruit Corner yoghurt 
pots.  
Watch out for more information in the New Year. 
 

Any of these people will be able to give you more information 
if you feel you could help. Mike Matthews, Fiona Baby, Emma 
Critchley, Sue McKenzie, Louise Corke.   
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As I sit here looking back on 2013, I see a year of change for 
Wendy and me. In March I lost my job, in April we were 
married and I went to live with Wendy in Dorset, in July we 
both moved into our new home in Groby (Wendy moving from 
Dorset, and me from my little flat in the village), then in 
September Wendy started a new job. So there have been big 
changes for both of us, especially for Wendy, but I think it’s 
been a good year for us. 

 
 I know that some of you will look back on 2013 
as a difficult year though, but here we are on the 
cusp of a new one and I wonder what it will bring 
for us all, collectively and individually? 
Of course the truth is, that we don’t know in 
detail. Things can change so quickly in all sorts 
of ways, but of course, we all hope that it will be 

a good year. 
 
There is a much more certain hope in Christ however. The 
writer of Hebrews reminds us of ‘Jesus Christ, the same 
yesterday, today and forever’ and this consistency is 
something that we can really take hold of in our Christian walk. 
With this Jesus Christ as our Lord and saviour, we can live our 
lives to the full, we can be the people he created us to be, 
restored and forgiven. 
Our lives can be rich and significant in the purposes of God! 
 
If we know Jesus, if we turn from our sin, believe in our hearts 
and confess with our mouths that Jesus is the Christ, then this 
same Jesus says that he has come that we may have life and 
have it in greater abundance! 
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So friends, my wish for us, as individuals and as church in 
2014, is that we shall always put Christ where he really 
belongs, right at the centre of our lives and that we will learn 
afresh what it means to enjoy life to the full with Jesus. 
 
I wish you all a very happy New Year and that God will richly 
bless and keep you. 
 
Love in Jesus,          Kevan 
 
 

 
 

JANUARY 2014 WORSHIP PROGRAMME 
 

5th 
10.00am 

Revd Sue 
‘Journeying’ 
Matthew 2 
Holy Communion 

 Worship Group with 
Helen 
 
Media: Dave 

12th 
10.00am 
 
 

Dalton King 
‘In All Your Ways’ 
Proverbs 3: 5-6 
Matthew 4: 1-17 

 Tom & friends 
 
Media: Chris 

19th 
10.00am 
 
 

CTG Service for Christian 
Unity at the URC with 
Revd Sue 

 Paul Cox 
 
Media: Mark 

26th 
10.00am 

All Age Worship with  
Revd Sue ‘ Call & 
Kingdom’ Matt 4: 18-25 
 
CHURCH MEETING 
11.30am – Bring a picnic 
to follow the meeting 
 

 Dave Lomas 
 
Media: Phil 
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THANK YOU, GROBY URC 
On behalf each of the 89 
Serbian children who will 
receive the gift of one of 
our shoeboxes, may I 

say a huge ‘Thank you’ to everyone who 
contributed to this year’s appeal, with 
particular thanks to the ‘Knitting Group’ for their beautiful hats, 
scarves, bags and purses, those who contributed complete boxes 
and those who contributed money for the postage. We had 
enough money to buy the remaining items to complete the boxes, 
as well as enough postage for the full £3 per box.   
 
Our young people were so thoughtful and did a brilliant job filling 
the shoeboxes with suitable gifts; each shoebox will mean so 
much to the child who receives it.  Let’s pray that, as each child 
grows, they will be able to discover more about the God who 
inspires such thoughtful and generous giving.   
Thank you and may God Bless you for your generosity, heart for 
mission and love for others. 
Mary 
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Commitment-Phobe: My first church visit 

What to wear for the Methodists 

In my mission to find God − in a church, any church − 
my first port of call is the Methodists. Why them? I 
could read the timetable from the pavement. This is 

very important for a non-churchgoer. It avoids the possibility of 
stepping onto holy ground and being hit by a bolt of lightning, or, just 
as bad, bumping into the minister who might want to give you 
spiritual counselling and a cup of tea. 

I look up the Methodists on their website. I see they believe that no 
one is beyond the reach of God’s love. I like the sound of that. They 
were “born in song”. Interesting. 

Now I face another important decision: What to wear. The outfit I 
think I should wear is smart, modest and boring. I ask Google “what 
to wear to church”. I am told to cover my arms and dress as I would 
wish to be “seen by the Holy Spirit”. Hmmm. 

I choose an outfit that makes me feel like a plain-clothed police-
woman trying to pass herself off as a churchgoer. On my short 
journey to the Methodist church, I pass the Baptists in sequins and 
lace, long legs and low tops and everything I’ve been told isn’t 
appropriate for church. I feel completely unprepared and terrified of 
being late or early. 

I am early – an hour early, to be precise. Through the glass doors I 
see two men putting Bibles on chairs. I decide to rush home and 
change out of what now feels like a preposterous disguise. 

I arrive at church again with 30 minutes to spare. There are more 
people around but I linger outside and ring a Christian friend to ask 
advice on when to go in. This requires an explanation of why I’m 
there, to which she responds: “You don’t find God just because you 
go into a church.” Thanks, I know, I know. We agree that as she is 
too pregnant to travel to church, I am going in her stead, and this 
gives me the courage I need to go in. I don’t know my churches, but 
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this seems different. There are no vaulted ceilings, altar, pews or 
pictures anywhere. There’s a central lectern, an organ, and chairs in 
a square so we can see each other. This is not good – I’d been 
planning on hiding. I sit in an empty row and soon congregants are 
on either side of me. I feel politely welcomed by everyone. I keep my 
head down mostly. 

An organ starts up and everyone stands. Everyone sings at the top 
of their voices in different keys and I can hardly hear the organ so I 
quietly mumble the words. Later we sing “Sing Hosanna” and I 
realise that rather than sing in registers too high or too low, everyone 
has made up a register that suits them and is blasting it out. This is 
liberating and I join in too. God’s ears are hurting. 

We are asked if there any new people here today. Gulp. The ground 
shifts beneath me. I feel myself lowering into it, when a brave couple 
stand up. The husband quietly says that his family have just moved 
to the area and are very happy to be here today. “Anyone else?” I 
am sure she is looking at me. There is a long pause, I quietly die 
inside, and we pass on.  

I am curious, eager, but closed off… then something changes. The 
man in the suit talks about the reading from Luke 11: 1-13. He 
quotes it by heart, as it is his favourite from Sunday school. It’s all 
about asking for help and how difficult that can be. He talks about his 
own difficulties as a boy asking from his father. I connect with this; I 
feel we all do. We are invited to pray for ourselves. It is so wonderful 
to be given permission to ask. I pray heartily, forgetting my pose, my 
expression, my clothes, my chair and I ask: for me, for my family, for 
my friend, for the people around me who I see praying so hard. And I 
feel overwhelmed with emotion. 

So when the last hymn is sung I feel released and join in with great 
gusto despite not knowing the words or the tune. Is this what 
Methodism is about? 

Commitment-Phobe is trying different churches in the search for 
GodThis (slightly edited) article appeared in the November 2013  
issue of the Reform magazine. 

http://www.reform-magazine.co.uk/category/issues/reform-november-2013/
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CHILDREN IN CAJAMARCA EXPERIENCE GOD’S  BLESSING. 

To the churches that support us, we pray that God will continue to 
bless you in all you do to support and transform the lives of many 
children and families.  

 

One of the biggest challenges that we have in this final term is 

organising Christmas activities for the children in the different rural 

communities of Cajamarca. Among the activities which we have 

planned will be a party with mothers, fathers and children with the 

aim of creating a time for family unity and reflection. In view of the 

shortage of resources among these communities we are 

encouraging the children to be creative and to use their skills to 

make things with Christmas designs. These are the presents which 

each child will have for Christmas. We thank God again for our 

partnership and for your support. May He bless you as you have 

blessed us.    Miriam Moreno Warmis Project Co-ordinator 
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HELPING HANDS FOR  
JANUARY 2014 

  
VESTRY 

HOLY 
COMMUNION 

CRECHE 

5th Mark Dave S Rachel & Linda 

12th Tim  Hilary & Stacey 

19th Dave H  Ann T & Barbs C 

26th Dave S  Linda & Susie 

 COFFEE FLOWER ROTA 

5th Kay B & Jean C Jan White 

12th Pat S & Judith Joan Camp 

19th Sue LB & Hily Rachel Hiscocks 

26th Pat C & Mary P Lynda Hawkes 

 CTG FAIR CUPPA WELCOME 

2nd New rota  requested 5th Trevor & Mary 

9th  12th Kay B & Hily 

16th  19th Don & Pat 

23rd  26th Sue LB & friend 

30th    

 CLEANING DETAIL  (Mary Stait)  

3/4th Pat S, Linda & Tim, Kay P 

10/11th Jeanette & Barrie, Anne, Hilary 

17/18th Kathy dB, Lynda H, Sue & Lewis 

24/25th Mary S & Dave S - help would be lovely! 

 
READ ALL ABOUT IT! 
“You’re a Christian? Why is God murdering all those innocent 
people?” Typhoon Haiyan: what’s God got to do with it? 
See Friday Night Theology – a weekly message from the Evangelical 
Alliance. Copies on the church notice board, dated November 2013 
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Groby United Reformed Church 
LE6 OFE 
 
 

Minister: 
Revd Sue McKenzie 
Tel: 0116 232 1733 

E-mail suemcken@gmail.com 
 

Secretarial Team:   Youth Worker: 
Mr Phil Holmes       Ruth Cross  
Tel: 0116 2253335    Tel: 07759 087804 
Email;maxmellhouse@hotmail.com   Email: r.oconnell@mail.com 

Mr. Peter Russell    Hall Lettings:   
Tel: 0116 299 6164    Mrs K Peel Tel: 2250045 

 

Groby URC is a member of the Evangelical Alliance UK. 
Groby URC website: www.grobyurc.com   
 

Sunday Worship 

10am: Morning Worship: All Age with ychurch (children’s session) 
Holy Communion as announced. Babies and toddlers can be 
cared for on Sunday mornings.  

 

The church building has a loop hearing system, wheelchair 
access, toilet for the disabled & baby nappy-changing facilities. 
 

Home Groups: Wed & Thurs evenings – see an elder for details. 
 

Weekday Activities: 
Monday:  9.30-11.30am Noah’s Ark Club for toddlers and families. 
Monday:   Urban Saints*: 
     After school to 4.45pm    Quest (boys and girls in reception and years 1, 2 and 3) 

       6.30-7.30pm   Genesis (boys and girls in years 4, 5 and 6) 
       7.45-9.00pm Rock Solid (young people in years 7, 8 and 9) 

Wednesday: 7.30-9.00pm Revelation (young people in years 10, 11, 12 and 13) 
Thursday :  10.30-12.00 Noon Fair Cuppa* at Groby Village Hall. 
Friday    9.30-11.30am CATCH* Coffee and chat (in term-time) 
Friday:  7.30-9.30pm Gap* (young people in years 10. 11. 12 & 13) 
Saturday:  8.00-9.00am Prayers in the church hall for everyone 
 

*These events come under the umbrella of Churches Together in Groby 
 

mailto:suemcken@gmail.com

