Groby
United Reformed Church
Awesome?

We know who made it!
Come and meet Him

February 2014

SUNDAY AFTERNOON FELLOWSHIP
& GOLDEN OLDIES (over 60s)

Invite YOU to a

VALENTINE’S PARTY
Fun & games and afternoon tea
with a few surprises thrown in!

SATURDAY 8th February
3.00-5.00PM
THE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
Why not bring a friend along?
BUT, PLEASE tell us you are coming!

Transport available…

Phone: Anne 2875585 or Barbara 2387805
Offers of transport and help
will be much appreciated.
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Dear Friends,
In my experience very few people ever refuse an offer to pray
for or with them. More often the offer is received with gratitude,
and for me, one of the privileges of ministry is praying with
people at significant times in their lives. The gift of prayer is
ours for sharing.
'Sharing God's love to bring people hope' was a focus phrase
for the 'Big Event' last year. Our ability to do that rests in our
dependence on God as we share the hope that is ours in and
through Jesus Christ, the hope that gives us security, keeps us
looking forward and fills our hearts.
Paul writes about it in his letter to the Ephesians:

I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you
come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart
enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance
among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of
his power for us who believe, according to the working of his
great power. (Ephesians 1:17-19)

Prayer is Paul's starting point, as he longs for God to
open hearts and minds to 'the hope to which he has called
you'. So it must be for us. For the world to be changed, for
communities to be transformed as God intends there must be a
sustained commitment to prayer alongside having our ears and
eyes open to the needs around us.
Churches Together Forum are putting forward to both
churches, a prayer initiative that will mean that we can all be a
part of continuing to share God's love in both word and action
to bring people hope, beginning with prayer. There will be
something for all of us, so that whether we prefer to pray with
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others, or on our own, we can all be a part of it. Some of the
ideas have been inspired by HOPE '14
(www.hopetogether.org.uk) which is offering resources to
inspire and help churches to put faith into action with a year of
mission to bring hope to communities across the UK.
More details will be circulated once the ideas have been
presented to both churches and approved, (Church Meeting
26th January) but a broad outline of what CTG are putting
forward is to be found on pages 6 & 7 of Contact.
Blessings in Christ,
Sue

The Mission Shaped Ministry Course
Has been mentioned at Church Meeting a couple of times and
identified by the elders from a range of training resources as
the best fit for us in Groby. At the time of writing we have a
small group from the URC and a slightly larger group from St
Philip and St James church who are interested in going. We
see it as a real mark of where the Holy Spirit is leading that
both churches have been drawn towards this training at the
same time!
It is a 9 day course, spread over Saturdays between Feb 2014
and May 2015 and it aims to equip churches who want to be
more effective in mission, especially learning from those who
are currently engaged in developing new ways of being the
church - sometimes called 'fresh expressions' of church.

Topics covered include:
Mission context – the mission of God - vision, values and call starting something new - listening for mission - what is
church? - Gospel and culture - team roles and behaviour 4

discipleship - evangelism - spirituality, worship and the
sacraments - growing to maturity
But as well as this, the course expects the participants to get
stuck in to 'doing' things on the ground in their communities
with a course mentor alongside.
A past participant writes:

“It has convinced me even more that we need to be where
people are, demonstrating the message of the Gospel, and
opened my eyes to different ways of doing this. It was a great
opportunity too to meet with others travelling the same path
and share ideas, experiences and expertise.”
Lesley Birtwhistle
If you feel God may be leading you to take part in this, please
get in touch with Sue as soon as possible.
Find out more at:
www.missionshapedministry.org
freshexpressions.org.uk

Egg shells required: We have another exciting Art

Attack coming on and we require hundreds of egg
shells, empty of course! Please save and give to Joy
or put them in the shoebox in the vestry. Thank you
and watch this space!

Timothy Down 14 on 26th February
Amelia Norton 6 on 17th February
And Many Happy Returns
Your Church Family
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Prayer Initiative – ‘Sharing God’s love to bring people hope’
through offering to pray for or with them.

This initiative from the CTG forum has been presented to both
churches and if accepted (being presented at church meeting
Sunday 26/1) will need the focussed effort of both
congregations.
It will take several months to prepare for and to implement the
initiative over three main stages – as summarised below -

First stage – February
Open Churches at regular weekly times (for two hours) at
different/complimentary times for anyone to come in and either
pray or to be prayed for. Open times to be included in the
churches section of the Spotlight.
At least two volunteers to be present and ready to pray with
anyone as well as praying from prayer cards/requests
received.
Introduce common prayer requests cards (on theme) in both
churches – format to encourage prayers of thanks as well as
intercession.

Second stage – March-April
Split up village with members from either church adopting their
local street/neighbourhood for focussed prayer - praying for
our streets – with possible prayer walks.
Launch ‘Welcome to your new home in Groby’ leaflets – with
people looking out for and taking leaflets to new people moving
into the area.
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Third stage – May
Launch Hope/Prayer via card/letter to every home when
delivering Christian Aid envelopes. Promote churches open
times and invite prayer requests via various means. Also to
offer home visits to pray with people – if best for them.
Possible Local Prayer Wardens for each street/neighbourhood.
To be ready to respond to any practical need from people who
request prayer and support from us.
Ahead of the above, a lot of work is needed, with positive
commitment from all people in both churches and appropriate
training ahead of a full launch to all actively involved – and a
great deal of prayer.
At a CTG meeting about this someone commented that
alongside this work ‘a prayer explosion’ is needed in both
churches – let’s pray for this too.
Any questions about this – please see one of our CTG forum
members (Hily, Mary S, Kathy dB, David H or Sue Mc K)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

SNAPSHOT: FOOD FOR THOUGHT
From a recent survey of evangelicals…






45% say they are in a church that regularly prays for
one or more of their local schools.
72% came to faith before they were 20 years old.
Over a quarter of grandparents see themselves as
having an important role in the Christian nurture of their
grandchildren.
60% feel they have missed a chance to speak to others
about God in the past four months.
Idea- Magazine of the Evangelical Alliance Jan/Feb 2014
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You probably think that the y.church leaders are super

confident, self sufficient, have the ability to organise a small
group of children with their eyes shut and can’t wait to escape
from morning worship, especially the sermon.

The truth is… We are struggling and we need help!!
Four of us endure the pressure of full time employment, three
of us have the commitment of young families of our own, two of
us have elderly family members who need our care and
attention, one of us is 70+ and involved in 1001 other areas of
church life and one of us is a serving elder with all its
responsibilities. All of us would love to spend a few more
Sundays each year enjoying and sharing worship in church.
Are you comfortable with children and/or young people?
Can you hear a voice whispering ‘y.church’?
It could be God prompting you to help us.
We can offer you:





A choice of 3 age groups, each group having between 2
and 6 children/young people.
The opportunity to shadow a group of your
choice for a week or two.
Published, detailed planning material with a
choice of structured activities each week.
A happy and relaxed atmosphere in the
schoolroom for each 45 minute session.

If you feel this could be for you, see Sue Lawrence-

Brooks or any of the leaders would love to have a chat with
you.
Thank you.
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Saturday 1st Elders Away Day
Saturday 8th Golden Oldies Valentine Party – See page 2
Tuesday 11th Elders Meeting
Tuesday 18th 7.30-8.30 Talking to God on a Tuesday- page 13
Thursday 20th Film & Food for Fellas – See David Harrup

‘Chattabox Down at the Dump’

Half Term Holiday Club 17th – 21st February
Reception to Year 6 children, being held at
Elizabeth Woodville Primary School.
See page 17 for more information

Saturday 22nd 8.00am CTG Prayer Breakfast
[P&J to lead, URC to feed]
Sunday 23rd February - Deadline for March Contact - Ready for
distribution March 2nd!
Fair Trade Fortnight 24th February - 9th March
CTG are operating in Budgens, and the Co-op
Saturday 1st March. 10.00am-4.00pm
Please come and speak to us. We are the ones going
bananas & wearing the Fairtrade sashes!
See page 16 to volunteer for action
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HELPING HANDS FOR FEBRUARY 2014
VESTRY

2nd
9th
16th
23rd
March 2nd
2nd
9th
16th
23rd
March 2nd
6th
13th
20th
27th
March 6th

HOLY
COMMUNION

Phil
Kathy
Mary
Mark
Tim

CRECHE

Rachel & Linda
Hilary & Stacey

Tim

Ann T & Barbs C

Linda & Susie
Rachel & Linda

COFFEE

FLOWERS

Kathy dB & Jan
Ann T & Barbara C
Dave & Hilary
Kay B & Jean C
Sue LB & Hily

Linda & Tim Symonds
Caroline & Alan Bloor
Margaret Keen
Mary Stait
Elaine & John Mee

FAIR CUPPA

WELCOME

Ellen & Linda
Connie & Beryl
Glennis & Neta
Kay & Violet
Barbara & Anne

2nd
9th
16th
23rd
March 2nd

Jean & Sheila
Hiscock Family
Moira & Jim
Anne B & Barbs
Joy & Peter

CLEANING DETAIL More help needed please
st

31 /1st
7/8th
1415th
21/22nd
28/1st March

Pat S, Linda& Tim, Kay P
Pat C, Kay B, Joy & Peter
Jeanette & Barrie, Anne, Hilary
Kathy dB, Lynda H, Sue & Lewis
Mary S, Dave S, Ruth, Sue LB
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FEBRUARY 2014
TEACHING & WORSHIP PROGRAMME
2nd
10.00am
9th
10.00am

16th
10.00am

Revd. Sue
‘The Be-attitudes’
Matthew 5: 1-12
Revd Sue
‘Influence’
Matthew 5: 13-16
Holy Communion

♫ Trevor & Lewis
Media: Barry dB
♫ Worship Group
with Debbie on keys
Media: Alan

* See Membership note
below
Kevan Hall
‘Right Living’
Matthew 5: 17-20

23rd
10.00am

♫ Tom & Friends
Media: Dave S
♫ Sue Annable
Media: Chris

ALL
March 2nd
10.00am
Start of
Lent

AGE WORSHIP with
Revelation Group
Revd Sue
‘Emotions’
Matthew 5: 21-32

♫ Hedley
Media t.b.a.

* Mike Pratt and Sue Annable are to be brought into membership at morning worship on Sunday 9th
Q: Why did the man lose his job in a fruit packing firm?
A: He kept throwing the bent bananas away.
Q: What kind of a key opens a banana?
A: A monkey - Blame the Fairtraders!!
PACKED HOUSE FOR VILLAGE CAROLS ‘ROUND THE TREE
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GROBY URC’S HOME GROWN SANTA
DROPS IN ON NOAH’S ARK

Lily and her Mum
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photo Mike Pratt

Care for the Family is a Christian organisation well
worth checking out…lots of helpful advice,
courses, holidays, newsletter
www.careforthefamily.org.uk

Coming up......

For an even better marriage...

An evening hosted by
Katharine and Richard Hill
7.30 -10.00pm
Oxford Tuesday 25th February
Hockley, Birmingham
Wednesday 26th February 2014
More information and booking:
http://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/Events/Marriage+Events/
marriageunlocked

TALKING TO GOD ON A
TUESDAY - An
opportunity to spend time
together talking to God
about our Church
One hour of prayer led by an Elder
Tuesday 18th February
7.30 – 8.30pm

Everyone welcome and everyone import
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- News of two Previous Ministers

Edited version from Norman & Sheila Whitaker:

We have settled well into our new environment of Gloucester
and are very happy with the house and the area where we live.
We have the benefit of easy access into town with the joy of
being on the edge of the Cotswolds. We have to say we make
good use of the ‘bus pass’!! All four of us are living here – not
quite what we planned for retirement, but at present Paul &
Dan need to be living here for personal and financial reasons –
it seems to be a sign of the times!
Sheila decided towards the end of last year that she wasn’t
ready to put her slippers on and drink coffee and started
volunteering for 2 sessions a week with an organisation, similar
to the one she was working with in Hereford supporting
homeless young people. Since May she has been employed as
a Relief Worker getting paid when they have work for her,
generally working 2 or 3 days a week of 6 hours a day – just
right at the moment.
Norman also decided that he wasn’t ready to fully retire after all
and so has taken up a part-time pastorate in the Forest of Dean.
Four small churches, that need some pastoral care and TLC.
He loves the forest and is slowly getting to know the Foresters.
When Norman isn’t in the Forest we also enjoy worshipping in
our ‘home’ church, Christchurch, Abbeydale (which is URC,
Methodist, Baptist & Anglican).
We send our love to all our friends, with our prayers for your
happiness in 2014.
Norman & Sheila

Edited version from John & Gwen:

Our biggest surprise of the year is a new grandson, Thomas,
Carl, born to Ian & Jenny at the end of August. We have visited
them twice in Orkney, it’s very beautiful, but a long way away!
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We now have 8 grandchildren. Nancy (John’s 94 year old
mother) is now settled in a residential care home in Chesterton,
only 10 mins away by car. She is frail but responding to the care
and attention.
We continue to go to Oswestry URC/PCW once a month where
John is Interim Moderator. When John is not preaching
elsewhere, we enjoy being involved in Trentham Parish Church
where Gwen leads a women’s group and we both enjoy the
fellowship of our cell group.
John is gradually handing over responsibilities in the Romans
One Eleven Trust. In October he visited Zambia for the last time
and was able to say goodbye to a number of old friends. In
January he is going to Uganda to do the same. It will be sad to
say goodbye but a good way to go out. The work of the Trust
goes on.
The end of the year and the beginning of another is a good time
to count our blessings and thank the Lord for all that we have.
With our love,
John & Gwen
 Norman Whitaker was the Minister here from 1987-1996
 John Hall was Minister of Groby URC from 1997-2008

Thank You to all those who led services during Christmas

2013 (not least, Y. Church’s take on the Nativity!
Thank You to the musicians, singers, the decorated tree and the
beautiful flowers arrangements. Thank You to the providers of
delicious hot drinks, mince pies and punch.
Thank You ‘meeters & greeters’, movers & shakers (of chairs)
and the ‘washer-uppers’. For the lovely warm church
throughout, and finally, but not least, the ‘Eldering’.
Well done the Team
Church Mouse
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VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED

Position:
Venue:
Date:
Time

Fair Traders to help promote FT goods
Choice of Budgens or the Co-op (local)
Saturday March 1st 2014
One hour of your time between hours
10.00am-4.00pm – your choice
Skills:
Enthusiasm and a happy smiling face!
Training:
Given - working alongside ‘old hands’
Remuneration: Out of this world
Apply:
Joy, Kathy, Kay, Ruth

Bible Breakfast for Blokes
At the last Elders meeting the idea of a
regular mid-week breakfast Bible study
group for men was discussed and it was agreed to see what
interest there was for such a group from within our Church.

Why for just men? Why not and it could compliment the
CTG Film & Food for Fellas evenings
Frequency, day, time, format and venue all open for
discussion. If you are interested, or just have a view, please
either speak to me at church or if easier e-mail me on
harrup.david@gmail.com
David H
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Chattabox 2014
“Down at the Dump”
Half term Holiday Club
for children foundation to Yr 6
Mon 17th- Fri 21st February 2014
10.00am - 12 noon each day at
Elizabeth Woodville School
Nearly everything is now in
place for Chattabox, but your
PRAYERS are needed please
for the planning team, the
drama team, the refreshment team, the upfront
team, the box leaders and helpers, the techie
team, the crafts team, transport.....
and all the children who will attend!
The observant among you will notice that the
venue is different from previous years - this has
had to be a last minute change, so please pray that
everything will work well in the new venue.
You will find a prayer for each day of Chattabox in
Prayer Pointers.
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As it's the season for honours, we are
delighted to tell you that The Real Easter
Egg won 'Gift of the Year 2013' as
nominated by retailers at the Christian
Resources Together conference. That
success is shared by you because of the
support you have given the campaign.
The Real Easter Egg campaign aims to
establish giving a Real Easter Egg as a
tradition. The supermarkets still don’t stock enough, so last
year more than120,000 were sent through the post directly to
churches and individuals.
To date, more than 450,000 eggs have been bought by
churches and more than £120,000 has been donated to
charity.
BUY YOUR REAL EASTER EGGS at church- See the sign-up sheet
on the notice board or speak to Kathy dB
This year we can offer you a choice of two different eggs…
Original Real Easter Egg 2014 design Inside is a 24 page
Easter story book, a Belgian milk chocolate egg and pack of
Swiss Chocolate organic Chunky Buttons. A charity
donation is made from each sale. There are three crosses
on the front and under the lid there is a quote from the bible
- the resurrection text from Mark chapter 6. £3.99 each.
Special Edition Premium Real Easter Egg (280g) A special
edition Real Easter Egg. Inside is an olive wood holding cross
from Bethlehem, an Easter message an extra thick Belgian
Chocolate gold foiled egg (180g) and Meaningful milk
Chocolate bar with a hint of natural orange (100g). The box
has gold foil highlights and Celtic crosses. £9.99 each.
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LENT 2014: 'Meals with Jesus'
The way that Jesus shared food with
people was symbolic of God's welcome
and generosity so perhaps we shouldn't be
surprised at the number of instances
recorded in the Gospels that are centred
around a meal.
For example: the wedding at Cana (John 2), the feeding of the
5,000 (Mark 6), the parable of the great banquet (Luke 14), the
woman who anointed Jesus' feet (Matthew 26), Jesus
recognised at the end of the walk to Emmaus (Luke 24),
breakfast on the beach (John 21), to mention just a few! And of
course at the heart of what it means to be the church is the
celebration of the Lord's Supper. Jesus tells us to remember
him not simply in words, but in a meal.
During Lent there will be opportunity to gather in small groups
to talk about some of these meals that Jesus shared, and to
listen to what God might be saying to us through them about
welcome, grace, hospitality, hope, church, mission and more.
Lent will begin with a Churches Together Pancake party on
Tuesday 4th March, and we will gather again at the end of Lent
to share in a meal on Maundy Thursday, April 17th.
Look out for full details next month.
The deadline for the March edition is:
Sunday February 23rd 2014 – Contact will
ready for distribution Sunday 2nd March
Please email (preferred) or hand your
items to:
joyrussell@ntlworld.com or mpstait@hotmail.com
Early contributions most welcome
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FAIRTRADE CHOCOLATE MUFFINS

As I was thinking about what to restart the Fairtrade
recipes with, it occurred to me that with February half term
approaching, it might be a good opportunity for some family
baking. As Helen will vouch for, I have become rather partial
to cake since having William and this is a quick and easy
recipe that won't take up too much time and produces a tasty
treat...enjoy!
Catherine Ward
For the chocolate muffins:
125g softened, unsalted butter
125g Fairtrade caster sugar
2 free range eggs
100g plain flour
25g Fairtrade cocoa powder
1/2 teaspoon bicarbonate of soda
1 teaspoon baking powder
1teaspoon vanilla extract
- Preheat the oven to 200 c / gas mark 6 and line a 12 bun
muffin tin with muffin papers
- cream the butter and sugar either in a bowl by hand or with
an electric mixer. Using an electric mixer is quicker and I find
you can get the mixture lighter this way too
- once light and fluffy, add the eggs one at a time with a little of
the flour, beating as you go
- fold in the rest of the flour and cocoa powder, the bicarbonate
of soda, baking powder and, finally, the vanilla
- spoon the batter into the muffin papers, dividing equally
between them
- place in the oven and bake for 15-20 mins or until the
cupcakes are cooked and a skewer comes out 'clean'
- place the cupcakes on a wire rack to cool
For an additional treat, try adding some chopped up Fairtrade
chocolate chunks to the batter mix before baking.
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For the chocolate butter cream:
125g softened, unsalted butter
250g Fairtrade icing sugar
2 tablespoons of Fairtrade cocoa powder mixed with
a little hot water or 100g melted Fairtrade chocolate
- place butter in a large mixing bowl and beat using a wooden
spoon or an electric mixer until soft and light
- gradually sift in the icing sugar, mixing well after each
addition (the more you beat the mixture, the lighter and fluffier
the butter cream will be)
- beat in the chocolate and add a little milk if necessary to give
a softer consistency for piping
- decorate the top of your muffins

As we start this New Year with our shiny new ‘things’, we think
of all the millions of displaced people and the abject poverty of
so many others. Yet there is enough food for everyone IF only
it could reach the right places by missing out the corrupt and
greedy, the selfish middlemen – the bane of many charities.

Regular support for Tearfund is changing lives in
Peru: Sometimes small things make a difference. Jose
Chavez, who oversees the school in Yone Mano village in
Cajamarma says, a kind word can bring joy to the human
heart or peace to the soul.
Three years ago Jose joined forces with Tearfund’s partner
Warmis. Concerned for the local children, their relationships
with their fathers and the way violence was so readily used
inthe community, he tried to initiate a discussion group for
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fathers, but it seemed impossible, with every meeting ending in
conflict. These men came from tough backgrounds and had
been involved with civil war. Thanks to our support, staff from
Warmis – experts in group facilitation and relationship building
supported Jose. They planned a new small group for mothers
and soon husbands became interested and fathers joined too.
Real progress was made with parents having a new
appreciation for education. A long culture of violence and
conflict is being broken down as for the first time a community
plan is in place to improve school facilities. Fathers have learnt
the importance of setting a good example by being loving
towards their children, and the children are now less violent
with one another.
Warmis are seeing many more women empowered as a result
of its workshops and advocacy work.

Tearfund Celebrated its 45th Anniversary in 2013

and we are thankful for all the work they do in the UK. David
Vincent who works for Tearfund with UK partners reports
that he has been really encouraged seeing more churches
opening their doors as Drop-in Centres during the week as
well as Sundays to welcome people from their local
community.

One local Yorkshire church running a food bank,
supported by a Tearfund partnership, received a visit from a
desperate single father who couldn’t feed his family
because of delayed benefit payments. He was given a
family food pack and on receipt of his back-payments, he
gave a donation to help other families with similar
difficulties.
A mother with 3 children, one of whom was autistic,
had her life and outlook transformed through the help of a
Tearfund supported Lunch Club. We give thanks that she
found acceptance and love: she says the experience
‘rescued’ her family.
Kay Blick for the Mission Team
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Women’s World
Day of Prayer
Friday 7th March
at 7.30pm
St. PHILIP AND ST. JAMES
CHURCH, GROBY

‘STREAMS IN THE DESERT’
Praying for Egypt
Prepared by the Christian Women of Egypt where the church is still
strong. The church in Egypt is doing all it can to counteract illiteracy
and domestic abuse, especially in adolescent girls, who are
discouraged from completing school and face an early marriage.
The literacy rate in Egypt in 2010 was still only 62% amongst women
and 80% amongst Men.
MYTH: Men are not allowed to attend World Day of Prayer.
FACT: All people are welcome to attend WDP services! The focus of
World Day of Prayer is on women’s leadership and honours
women’s theological and liturgical work in the service that is
developed each year.

All are Welcome

Churches together in Groby
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Groby United Reformed Church
LE6 OFE

Minister:
Revd Sue McKenzie
Tel: 0116 232 1733
E-mail suemcken@gmail.com

Secretarial Team:

Youth Worker:
Ruth Cross
Tel: 07759 087804

Mr Phil Holmes
Tel: 0116 2253335
Email;maxmellhouse@hotmail.com

Email: r.oconnell@mail.com

Mr. Peter Russell
Tel: 0116 299 6164

Hall Lettings:
Mrs K Peel Tel: 2250045

Groby URC is a member of the Evangelical Alliance UK.
Groby URC website: www.grobyurc.com

Sunday Worship
10am: Morning Worship: All Age with y.church (children’s session)
Holy Communion as announced. Babies and toddlers can be
cared for on Sunday mornings.
The church building has a loop hearing system, wheelchair
access, a toilet for the disabled & baby nappy-changing facilities.
Home Groups: Wed & Thurs evenings – see an elder for details.

Weekday Activities:
Monday: 9.30-11.30am
Noah’s Ark Club for toddlers and families.
Monday:
Urban Saints*:
After school to 4.45pm
Quest (boys and girls in reception and years 1, 2 and 3)
6.30-7.30pm
Genesis (boys and girls in years 4, 5 and 6)
7.45-9.00pm
Rock Solid (young people in years 7, 8 and 9)
Wednesday: 7.30-9.00pm
Revelation (young people in years 10, 11, 12 and 13)
Thursday :
10.30-12.00 Noon Fair Cuppa* at Groby Village Hall.
Friday
9.30-11.30am
CATCH* Coffee and chat (in term-time)
Friday:
7.30-9.30pm
Gap* (young people in years 10. 11. 12 & 13)
Saturday:
8.00-9.00am
Prayers in the church hall for everyone

*These events come under the umbrella of Churches Together in Groby
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