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 Representation of Easter Sunday by Sam Collins 
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Welcome to the June edition 
There's a part of me that wakes up 

when all the flowers and trees burst 

into life as they have done over the 

past month or so. It never ceases to 

amaze me the way it happens, and we 

are so blessed to be able to enjoy the 

beauty that is all around us as the 

seasons change. This bursting into 

life is a powerful image for me of God's energy and power. 

 

That energy and power was seen in creation, it was seen in the 

resurrection of Jesus. But then it was seen in a new way when the 

Holy Spirit was gifted at Pentecost. The fledgling church was 

propelled out into the world with the news of who Jesus was and 

what he had done for the world. With it came a new pattern of living, 

of worship, of prayer.  As well as individual's lives being 

transformed, the community was too. 

 

Everyone was amazed by the many miracles and wonders that the 

apostles worked. 
 
All the Lord’s followers often met together, and 

they shared everything they had. They would sell their property and 

possessions and give the money to whoever needed it. 
 
Day after day 

they met together in the temple. They broke bread
 
together in 

different homes and shared their food happily and freely,
 
while 

praising God. Everyone liked them, and each day the Lord added to 

their group others who were being saved.      Acts 2: 43-37 

What a picture this gives us! Alongside the supernatural gifts of the 

Holy Spirit such as miracles and wonders, we can see also the new 

pattern of daily Christian life, in which worship, prayer, food and 

living are all intertwined. Those in need were cared for, and 

possessions were shared. The Holy Spirit was breathing new life and 

power into the church. 
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Picture: Elizabeth Wang 

More than two thousand years later, we need the same power and 

energy to push at the walls of our churches, taking us out to share in 

word and deed and in the way we live, the message of new life. I 

pray that we will be ready to receive and ready to move.  

Greetings in Christ, 

Sue 

PENTECOST CELEBRATION                                            

SUNDAY 8th JUNE 
10.00 - 11.30am 

 

A gift we have from God to 

the church that he loves is the 

Holy Spirit. We have many 

images for it, and it works in 

our lives in many different 

ways.  Without it, the church 

wouldn't exist.  

 

The service on 8th June is for 

us, as churches, to celebrate this amazing 

gift. It will be hosted at St Philip and St 

James church, both in the church building and in the grounds, and 

will be suitable for all ages. The group planning this service wants 

this to be an occasion for EVERYONE together. 

 

There will be, amongst other things, wind, fire, & marshmallows! 

 

Look out for the special invitations to follow. 
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Easter Morning on Old John 2014 

 

20 braved a cold mist to sing their praises and 

share the sacrament of bread and wine.  

 
 

   

From your Church Family 
 

Arlo Platts is 5 on June 2nd 

Sam Lomas is 14 on June 10th 
 

The title reflects 
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Deb’s Long Awaited Up-date! 

(Samahani = Please forgive me)  
So it's been far too long since I have up-dated you 

so firstly please accept my apologies!!!  

A quick low down of the last 4 months... 

The team are getting on brilliantly! They have 

completed our first ever 45,000ltr water tank for a 

Health Centre- with the opening ceremony happening next week! 2 

more 9,000ltr tanks have been finished for Carolina and Eliza. Many 

goat sheds have been built and the health centre in Kamajoje is 

progressing brilliantly!!! Please see the team blog for pics. Mtani's 

toilet has been started and he is so excited!!! They have also bought 

him an English book and helping him to learn  

Mkami is doing well and the four boys with Ricketts are also doing 

well. We were unable to have the operation done for Mrenga (2 year 

old) as when the specialists were here he was sick so we need to now 

wait until they return in July! However, they have a baby 

sister/brother almost here which is so exciting!!! Please pray for 

Esther (Mum) and safe arrival of baby!!! We have come across a 

young girl called Agnus 13 years old who has severe ricketts. We 

have spoken with the doctors here and they have referred her to the 

specialists in July but it will be an expensive operation but in the next 

few weeks we will put a thorough up-date on the teams blog.  Majani 

(the boy with the open wound and infected bone on his leg) is doing 

so well praise God!!! He has had his second operation and his leg is 

looking so much better!!! He is due to go back to Mwanza hospital in 

May so we'll see if and when he needs a skin graft! 
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The team have been getting on really well with all their projects and 

with each other which is great! A few have been a little poorly and 

one had to go to Nairobi but they are all doing so much better now! 

As for me I have loved the last 4 months!!! I'm loving working out here 

and living here and feel really blessed to be so settled. I have been 

going to a missionaries Bible study group for women which has been 

sooooooooo good!!! Its great to meet with others serving out here 

and have some quality time looking at the Bible and studying 

together. We have been going through the book of Romans- love it!!!  

We also had a women's weekend away to Lecuba- a beautiful island 

about an hour away by boat- it was incredible- a well needed restful 

and relaxing weekend which was great fun!!! I have also been learning 

more swahili but still need prayers that I can pick it up more and 

more!!! Quite hard to find the time but it's so important! But still 

loving the language and I can communicate heaps better than before- 

but slowly slowly or as we say here pole pole.  

The team are off on safari next Monday & Tuesday so that will be a 

good chance to catch up on some stuff before the new team arrive 

next Saturday! We'll then have around 30 of us in the house-crazy 

but will be great! 

I hope everything in Groby is going well!  Owen & Kay B have been 

keeping me up-dated as well as Mum of course   
 

Thank you again to everyone for all your love and support!  

Mungu Akubariki! (God bless) 

Love, Deb <><  
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The deadline for the July/August edition is 

Sunday 22nd June 
 

Please email (preferred) or hand your items to: 

 Mary Stait: mpstait@hotmail.com 
 

This is a double issue so please send your 
information/article in as early as possible please. 

 

NEW EDITOR NEEDED  
FROM SEPTEMBER ONWARDS 

 
Joy is taking a well earned retirement from editing the 

magazine, so if you fancy being the new URC roving 

reporter/photographer & general magazine whizz, please speak 

to Revd. Sue McKenzie. 

 

 
 

          

 

An opportunity to spend time together talking to  
God about our Church on a Tuesday evening  

 

ONCE A MONTH at 7.30pm  
One hour of prayer led by Elders 

Tuesday 17th June 
 

Everyone welcome and everyone important  
 

mailto:mpstait@hotmail.com
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Groby Street Fair 

Saturday 21st June 
Once again this popular village day gives us the opportunity to be 

active in the community as Christians. 

Churches Together in Groby will have stalls in the street 

St Philip and St James church will be open as a quiet space 

We will be serving tea and cakes  this time at the Old Hall by 

kind permission of Paul and Vivienne Dickens. 

  

Please could you help?   

Making cakes  - tray bakes / slab cakes for cutting sell faster 

than cup cakes 

  

Making and serving refreshments on a rota 

  

Setting up and clearing up !!      

  

Helping on CTG  stalls: games, face painting,  

crafts 

  

Stewarding in the Church 

  

And other tasks as necessary.......!! 

  

Sign up sheets are in church, please add your name where you 

can, or speak to any member of CTG:  Sue McK, Kathy Duboulay, 

David Harrup, Lynda Hawkes, Lewis McKenzie 
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JUNE TEACHING & WORSHIP PROGRAMME  

 

1st 
10.00am 

Kevan Hall 
‘Prayer as Relationship’ 
John 14 
 

♫ Sue Annabele 
 
Media: Alan 

8th 
10.00am 
 
 
5.30pm 

 CTG Pentecost 
Service at St 
Philip & St James 

 
Complementary Worship 
at URC 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 

15th 

10.00am 

Revd Sue McKenzie 
‘Prayer & Healing’ 
James 5: 13-18 
Holy Communion 

♫ Worship Group with 
Debbie 
 
Media: Mark 
 
 

22nd 
10.00am 

Revd Sue McKenzie 
All Age Worship 

 
 

 
 

♫ Helen, Tom, Karen 
 
Media Dave S 

29th 
10.00am 

Zac Alard 
‘Does God always 
answer prayer’ 
2 Corinthians 12: 1-10 
 

♫ Hedley 
 
Media: Chris 

 
“Look to the LORD and his strength; seek his face always".  
1 Chronicles 16:11 
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VESTRY 
HOLY 
COMMUNION 

 
CRECHE 

1st Mary  Rachel & Linda 

8th Mark  Hilary & Stacey 

15th Tim Phil Ann T & Barbara C 

22nd Dave H  Linda & Susie 

29th Dave S  Stacey & Linda 

    

 COFFEE FLOWER  ROTA 

1st Dave & Hilay Trevor & Mary Pringle 

8th Kay B & Jean Pat Judd 

15th Judith & helper Owen Hedges 

22nd Sue LB & Hily Helen & Riccardo Fracchia 

29th Pat C & Mary P Norma & Terry Whittaker 

   

 CTG FAIR CUPPA WELCOME 

5th Violet  1st Trevor & Mary 

12th Muriel & June 8th Kay B & Hily 

19th Ellen & Linda 15th Sue LB & helper 

26th Margaret & Romaine 22nd Jean & Sheila 

July 3rd Connie & Beryl 29th Hiscock Family 

  

 CLEANING DETAIL     

6/7th Pat C, Kay B, Joy & Peter 

13/14th Jeanette & Barrie, Anne, Hilary 

20/21st Kathy dB, Lynda H, Sue & Lewis 

27/28th Mary S, Dave S, Sue & Mike 

 

Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there will be freedom 
2Cor 3: 17 
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DATES FOR YOUR JUNE 2014 DIARY 

 
Every Tuesday 6.30pm-7.30pm the Church is open 

for prayer. 
 

Saturday 7th 8.00am CTG Prayer Breakfast  
(P&J to lead, URC to feed) 

 

Sunday 8th CTG Pentecost Service  
Sunday 8th 5.30pm Complementary Worship 
 

Tuesday 10th Elders Meeting 
 

Tuesday 17th 7.30pmTalking to God – See page 8 
 

Wednesday 18th Golden Oldies Lunch trip to Ulverscroft 
 

Saturday 21st Groby Street Fair 
 

Sunday 22nd 10.00am All Age Worship 
 

 

Complementary Worship Meeting! 
In the church hall. 

Sunday 8
th

 June 

Coffee/tea at 5.30pm for a 6pm start 

 

 

An hour of contemporary, intimate 

worship including a short teaching 

session. 

 

Providing encouragement and space for anyone to contribute in 

prayer, prophecy or exhortation as they feel led. 

                              Please come for 5.30 if you can. 
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FAIRTRADE CHOCOLATE POTS 
 

This recipe is taken from the new Tradicraft recipe book 'Bake a 
Difference'. It is a very quick and easy recipe to make.  The chocolate 
pots are very rich and, while the recipe says it makes 4.  Andy and I 
personally think you could get 6, smaller desserts out of this, using 
espresso cups to serve it in.  Catherine Ward 
 

Ingredients 
300ml single cream                                           
200g 70% FAIRTRADE dark chocolate, 
broken into 
pieces + extra for decoration 20g butter 
2 egg yolks, lightly beaten 
 

Method 
1. Slowly heat the cream, then add the broken chocolate.  Stir until 
melted. 
2. Add the butter and stir until incorporated, followed by the egg 
yolks. 
3. Divide between the ramekins (or espresso cups), cover and chill in 
the fridge until set 4. Serve with a soft fruit e.g. Raspberries and 
sprinkle some extra grated Fairtrade chocolate on the top. 
 
  

Dear Church, 

 There are no words to express how I feel 

other than a huge 'THANK YOU' for all 

the prayers, cards, messages and visits that 

I received following my recent hospital 

admissions leading to surgery.  

I have been well and truly sustained by the 

power of prayer and I thank you all.  

What a wonderful Church family we have.  God Bless you all. 

With love, 

 Anne  xx 
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Tom and Hannah’s Final Fundraising Weekend! 

Why not join us for a weekend of fun  

21st and 22nd June 2014 

Murder Mystery (Saturday evening) 

Walk around Woodhouse Eaves & BBQ at Maplewell Hall 

(Sunday afternoon)  

As you may know,  on the 1st of July we are heading to Tanzania for 

four weeks to work with an organisation called 'Go Make a 

Difference' (GO MAD: website: http://gomakeadifference.co.uk/).  

When we are there we will be working with the local diocese 

alongside churches, orphanages, schools, delivering health care to 

those who need it and also taking part in building projects. 

Back in April we ran a quiz and auction of promises event which 

raised an incredible £650 which will all go towards the projects that 

we will carry out whilst we are there. We are now onto the final 

stint of our fundraising; during this time we are aiming to raise 

money to be put towards the cost of the trip. This will all happen 

over the weekend of the 21st and 22nd of June 2014, just over one 

week before we leave! Aaah! 

http://gomakeadifference.co.uk/
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On the Saturday evening, Kibworth Theatre Company will be taking 

us on a dramatic journey, entitled ‘Death at the 

Flying Pizza’. The murder mystery evening will be 

held at Markfield Community Centre and doors will 

open at 7:15pm (for a 7:30 start). Ticket prices are £10 for adults 

and £7.50 for children (This includes an Italian meal). There is a bar 

at the venue. For more information or tickets, please contact:  

Claire Critchley on 01530245439 / 07773112608. 
 

On the Sunday afternoon, the United Reformed Church 

and St Philip and St James’ will be joining together for a 

sponsored / donation walk followed by a BBQ at 

Maplewell Hall. Dave Smith has planned a walk around Woodhouse 

Eaves which will both start and end at Woodhouse Eaves village hall 

car park. Meet there at 1pm.  

We will then travel to Maplewell Hall for a BBQ at 

around 4pm. You are more than welcome to come to 

just one section of the day, sign-up sheets for the walk 

and food will be up in both churches. Please do let us 

know if you will be coming, it’s set to be a lovely day! 

Thanks again to everyone who has supported us so far, we 

really do appreciate it!   



 16 

NEWS FROM WARMIS, TEARFUND’S PARTNER IN 

CAJAMARCA -a continuation from May’s Contact… 

 

Remember our friend Miriam Moreno, 
wife of Miguel?  “Maria is 15 and barely 
sees her parents.  She lives in the rural 
community of Yanamango where times are 

hard because of changing climate and the community has suffered 
severe food shortages recently.   She lives with her Grandmother and 
says she feels like an orphan.  Her mother lives and works in the 
nearest city and only comes home on Sunday s with money for the 
family.  Maria’s father works in the capital hundreds of miles away 
and the only contact she has with him is a Christmas card each year. 
 
Juan is 11 and his father also lives in the city, only returning 
occasionally.  Juan sometimes spends the whole day walking in the 
valley alone with his brother Andre who is only 3.  He struggles at 
school and has had to repeat a year in order to graduate to primary 
school. 
 

Two years ago, Warmis started their 
‘Childhood with Hope’ project in 
Yanamango.  This means that every 
Saturday Yanet, a facilitator from 
Warmis, comes to Yanamango and 
Juan, Maria and their brothers and 
sisters get to learn, play and just be 
children.  Yanet gives them the 
attention they can’t get at home and 
most importantly, encourages and 
believes in him.  Yanet teaches about 
God and forgiveness – a hard lesson in 
such difficult circumstances – but the 
difference is tangible over the last two 
years.  The children (up to 50 some 

weeks) have become a community that 
 care and look after each other.  Once  Juan and Maria were distant 
and guarded.  Now they can be seen laughing and smiling with the 
other children.      

Cont… 
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Prayer 
Please join us as we pray for 
 

 Employment opportunities for the parents of rural families 
so that they won’t have to leave their children to look for 
work away from home. 

 For children living in dysfunctional families.  That they 
would find hope in the Bible, growing in faith and being 
encouraged to continue working hard to lift themselves out of 
poverty 

 That the children of Cajamarca can receive the word of God, 
keep it in their hearts and practise it every day 

 Thank God for Maria and Juan.  Praise Him that they have 
found new hope through our work in Yanamango and that we 
will be able to help many more children like them 
 

With blessing from us all at Warmis     Miriam Moreno 

 
 

 

     Recycling Appeal 

 
Traidcraft can put your unwanted? gold, silver, or other metal 

jewellery and gemstones to good use by recycling them for 

cash – all of which goes to help transform lives around the 

world.  They will take costume jewellery, snapped chains, 

broken watches, odd earrings as well as old or foreign bank 

notes.   

 

You can either give them to me to send off, or call 0845 330 

8900 and they will send you a post free envelope.   

 
Kathy 
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Glad Tidings of New Chairs… 

 
We have a grant for £3000, from the Thomas 
Herbert Smith Trust Fund.  
 
We still need Donations from the Church 
family to purchase light weight, durable 
chairs. If at all possible please give generously 
to our appeal.  Cash or cheques can be put in 
the collection bags marked ‘Chair appeal’ or please hand to 
Alan Bloor. 
 
Many Thanks, Caroline   
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE… 
 

 
 

God of the Breakthrough- Doncaster 

Friday 17
th

 October and Saturday 18
th

 October 
 

Join Pastor Jarrod Cooper, International Evangelist 
Nathan Morris, Rachel Hickson, and worship with Lydia 
Stanley Marrow at this two-day event. 
 
For more details go to: shakethenations.com 
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CTG Prayer Breakfast 

[URC to feed, P&J to lead] 

Saturday 7th June at 8.00am 

All Welcome 

 

 

 
 

Golden Oldies 

Lunch Trip 

18th June  
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Groby United Reformed Church 
LE6 OFE 
 
 

 
 

Minister: 
Revd Sue McKenzie 
Tel: 0116 232 1733 

E-mail suemcken@gmail.com 
 

Secretarial Team:   Youth Worker: 
Mr Phil Holmes       Ruth Cross  
Tel: 0116 2253335    Tel: 07759 087804 
email;maxmellhouse@hotmail.com   email:ruth.cross@outlook.com 

Mr. Peter Russell    Hall Lettings:   
Tel: 0116 299 6164    Mrs K Peel Tel: 2250045 

 

Groby URC is a member of the Evangelical Alliance UK. 
Groby URC website: www.grobyurc.com   
 

Sunday Worship 

10am: Morning Worship: All Age with Y.church (children’s session) 
Holy Communion as announced. Babies and toddlers can be 
cared for on Sunday mornings.  

 

The church building has a loop hearing system, wheelchair 
access, a toilet for the disabled & baby nappy-changing facilities. 
 

Home Groups: Wed & Thurs evenings – see an elder for details. 
 

Weekday Activities: 
Monday:  9.30-11.30am Noah’s Ark Club for toddlers and families. 
Monday:   Urban Saints*: 
     After school to 4.45pm    Quest (boys and girls in reception and years 1, 2 and 3) 

       6.30-7.30pm   Genesis (boys and girls in years 4, 5 and 6) 
       7.45-9.00pm Rock Solid (young people in years 7, 8 and 9) 

Wednesday: 7.30-9.00pm Revelation (young people in years 10, 11, 12 and 13) 
Thursday :  10.30-12.00 Noon Fair Cuppa* at Groby Village Hall. 
Friday    9.30-11.30am CATCH* Coffee and chat (in term-time) 
Friday:  7.30-9.30pm Gap* (young people in years 10. 11. 12 & 13) 
Saturday:  8.00-9.00am Prayers in the church hall for everyone 
 

*These events come under the umbrella of Churches Together in Groby 

mailto:suemcken@gmail.com

