
 

 
Groby 

United Reformed Church 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

October 2013 



 2 

A new season of Film & Food for 
Fellas starts on Saturday 5th October 
at 7.00pm – in the hall at Groby URC.  
This is a CTG event which gives fellas 
from the Groby churches an 

opportunity to bring a friend/neighbour/relative to an evening 
of film & food – and good Christian company. 
Ladies you are not left out – you too can invite any fella to this 
event, but sorry you can’t come with them!  
See David H (at URC) or Matthew S (at P&J) for invite cards. 
There is no need to sign up – fellas just need to turn up. There 
will be hot food provided and soft drinks available – usually £2 
covers the food and a drink. 
 

At the start of each evening the fellas there will choose from a 
selection of 6 films – and then the evening is all set – FILM & 
FOOD FOR FELLAS. 
 

AND SPEAKING OF FILMS… 
 
We are showing QUARTET - A lovely old 
lolloping Labrador of a film! Wednesday  

23rd October at 2.00pm,  in the church. 
This 2012 British light-hearted drama has a 
host of famous stars and is set in a 
retirement home for gifted opera singers. 

 

All Golden Oldies & the Sunday Fellowship are invited along to 
our Afternoon Matinee. Lifts are available, please book these 
with Anne Brandon and refreshments will be served during the 
interval. Why not bring a friend along? 

We actively encourage fellas to come along!!  
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HAVE YOU MET 'GROBY AT HEART?'  
We are all so 
different..... 
We look different, we 
have a fingerprint  
that is like no-one 
else's, we sound 
different, we like 
different things, we 
think differently, and 

we have different gifts and skills. 
  
and yet we are all the same.... 
We are human, we can taste, touch, smell, hear, feel and see, we 
know what it is to love and to feel a whole range of other emotions, 
and we are all loved and precious to God.  
 

And we are all here on this earth together. In community.  And 
that's a challenge.  As a Christian community we have a God-given 
calling to love and to care for one another, to appreciate and value 
difference and to affirm and encourage one another. It is so often 
just in being included that we feel we matter, that someone cares - 
Revd Brian Davis who is leading the 'Love One Another' course 
pointed out that when Jesus healed people they were brought back 
into the worshipping community from which they had been 
excluded because of disease, and that the feeling included again 
was as much a part of the healing process as the physical. 
 

The clay figures 'Groby at Heart' were made at the Big Event, and 
were only one small part of it - an event which drew such a large 
number of the community together. It was a brilliant day and one in 
which so many from the two Groby churches participated.  We pray 
that everyone who came felt welcome and included.  
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The ministries of hospitality and care for one another are such an 
important part of being and sharing the good news of God's love! 
On a more specific church note, many of you have contributed to 
discussions over the summer on the 5 topics which were the focus 
for the Cafe Church in June - and which served to shape the Week of 
Prayer. (Giving, Praying, Growing in faith, Dreaming, Becoming 
Community). Thank you to all of you! The Church Meeting on 29th 
October will take some time to talk and pray about where God is 
leading us through what has come out of these discussions. We will 
then aim to identify for each area an action or two we can take as a 
church to move things forward. All are welcome to this meeting - it 
is held in the church, beginning at 7.30pm and will end by 9.30pm.  I 
am aware that Tuesday evenings for meetings doesn’t suit everyone 
- so we will feedback in a variety of ways. 
 

With warm greetings and love in Christ, 
 

Sue 

'Speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every 
respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. 
16 From him the whole body, joined and held together by every 
supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part 
does its work.'          Ephesians 4:15-16 
 

 

 

 
 

Hazel Flude 11 on October 4th  
Alexander Down 5 on October 5th 

Declan Stokes 4 on 18th October 
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WE HAVE, AS A CHURCH, put ourselves forward as a host church for 
Christian students coming into Leicester to study 
at the De Montfort University. There may be 
students from similar locations/churches to Groby 
who would be more comfortable to come to us 
rather than one of the big city churches – maybe 

even someone who belongs to a URC elsewhere. 
We have a team of hosts ready to host up to four students – picking 
them up from their university campus to bring to the service to 
spiritually feed them before giving them Sunday lunch and returning 
them to their campus in the afternoon. 
On Thursday 10th October the DMU Christian Union are holding a 
Church Fair for all the new students and we will have a stand there 
and have a 3 minute slot to talk about our church and what we can 
offer some students. 
It may be throughout October and into November we have a 
number of different students coming to see us – to try us out – that 
is what they do. Hopefully one or more may become regulars and 
benefit from the support we can give to them. 
In preparation for the church fair I asked some of our young people 
who are now at university to give me quotes about our church – the 
first response I had back was – 

 

"The URC is a fantastic church, and definitely suitable for students. 
The congregation is always welcoming, and the teaching is relatable 
to all ages, students included. You couldn't ask for a warmer more 
nurturing church away from home." 
 

On Thursday 10th October please pray for all of the students that 
are attending the church fair and that God will direct them to the 
church which can best nurture and support them whilst they are at 
university. 
If you have any questions about this initiative or want to join the 
Hosting Team please see David Harrup 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION OF THE BIG EVENT – SEE PAGE 19 
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 News From Ruth Cross - Youth Worker 

Churches Together in Groby Youth Worker 

Tel: 07759 087804 

YOUTH SLOT 

Hello there, 
What a wonderful summer it has been!! The weather has been 
amazing and so has God. We have had two life changing camps for 
the young people which God blessed greatly and already we can see 
the fruit that has come from them.  
 
The feedback service touched my heart as each team member and 
young person stood up and spoke of how God has shaped them 
over the summer. After the camps we were busy again with the Big 
Event where we did four powerful dramas on the stage with 15 
young people. We based the acts on modern day parables which 
both spoke to the young people and those watching it.  
 
However, the summer is now over as you can tell from the weather 
change. We are back into the swing of the school term and again we 
have been blessed by God in the leaders we now have serving him.  
 
Some of you may have known from the prayer pointers that we 
needed more leaders before the summer to help run the groups 
during the week to week basis as we were letting go of some due to 
moving away. God has not only blessed us with what we asked for 
but has overflowed us with leaders which shows me in my 
experience of ministry that can only be because something great is 
coming.  
 
I have been reminded over the summer that God is everywhere. 
This gave me great confidence when approaching Brookvale School 
to offer them both my time and skills in supporting the young 
people in their discovery to work out who they are and what they  
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mean to God. God had prepared the way and the school have 
allowed us to work in there and have asked us to be a presence 
among the school. This year I believe will be a pinnacle year in 
shaping the relationship with the school and ask you to join me in 
prayer for this new work.  
 
There are again lots happening this term which will be in the Extend 
newsletter coming out soon where you will be able to see the 
pictures of the camps and the Big Event so do look out for it. 
The only thing left to say is bless God for all he is and is doing!  
Ruth Cross 
     

 

Roberto, Helen, Luca, Riccardo Fracchia who came along on 
Sunday 8th September with family and friends for the dedication of 

Roberto James, who was first brought to church at 4 days old! 
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PIPPA’S UPDATE FROM RALEIGH…                                                                    
HI Y’ALL! I’m sorry it’s taken so long for me to update you on how 
life is going here in Raleigh but it’s been really busy settling in. I have 
really appreciated all the support and messages-it’s such an 
incredible blessing to have a supportive body of people behind me 
as I continue on this journey. I can’t believe it’s been nearly 6 weeks 
since I flew out to America.  I am already feeling super settled here 
and love living with the Smith family, who have made me feel so at 
home….                                                                                                        
It’s been amazing sharing (my) testimony of my journey here and it’s 
continually activating more faith and excitement in me as I realise. 
God is so faithful and provides all our needs when we step out and 
trust….                                                                                                
IPROMISE I’VE BEEN WORKING HARD! The first week of the School of 
Revival (SoR) was an orientation week where we met the other 
students, teachers, pastors and staff of the church. My classes this 
semester are: the Way of the Spirit, The Father Heart of God, 
Oneness with Christ, Outreach, and Prophetic Revelation.  There 
have been lots of tears and hugs as God has brought stuff to the 
surface, healing me. The teaching here is amazing and from day one 
I have been really challenged and encouraged in so many ways. We 
have been going to a really run down, rough area of Downtown 
Raleigh’ simply loving the people, feeding them, handing out 
clothes, talking and praying with people, seeing Jesus’ healing. 
Seeing how open and receptive these people are makes me love 
(the) outreach even more! One guy we prayed for had a really bad 
back pain and when we all laid hands on him and told the pain to go 
he was instantly healed and began running around and doing push-
ups! Some of the biggest “revelations” I’ve had have been to do 
with my identity. I already knew a lot of it in my mind, but now I feel 
rooted in this truth that God loves me without me even doing 
anything! Love is a gift, we cannot earn Gods love, no-one can.    
One of my favourite verses since I have been here is Isaiah 54:10 
which (in the Message) says:                                                                       
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“For even if the mountains walk away and the hills fall to pieces, My love won’t 
walk away from you, my covenant commitment of peace won’t fall apart,” The 
GOD who has compassion on you says so.”                                                                                           

INTERNING. After I had settled in at the school and with the Smiths, I 
began interning at the church in the Kids Ministry, which I have 
been doing now for nearly two weeks. I do so two days a week 
around school and I’m currently doing a lot of Admin work, helping 
to create registration sheets and CRB checks –all that fun stuff that 
has to be done (but which I genuinely enjoy). I also help in the 
children’s groups on Sunday mornings in the second service which is 
my favourite part of the job. At the moment the older group has 
been doing artwork based on what God is telling them and it’s 
amazing to see how they are able to connect and hear from God in 
such an uncomplicated and simple way.                                                         
I CAME HERE TO HAVE FUN TOO: Before I arrived I had a bucket list of 
things I really wanted to do whilst I was in America and already I’ve 
been able to do some, which is really exciting. Some are a little 
random, others are cultural things (one) simply has to do in 
America, like eating Kristy Crèmes (tasty American goodness)! I’ve 
been swimming in a lake (several times), star gazing (I know I’m 
looking at the same sky I was in England but there is something 
really cool about doing it here!) I also went Kayaking the other day 
on a really beautiful lake nearby with a group from church… and 
already there are plans immerging to travel whilst I am here with 
different groups of friends.                                                                     
THINGS TO PRAY FOR: Thank you so much to those of you that are 
still praying for me daily. It means a lot! I would really appreciate 
your prayer for getting into a proper routine in the next few weeks. 
There is so much activity with school work, interning and church 
commitments, as well as making time for people, that I’ve found 
myself getting really tired over the last few days. I’m trying to be 
more organized, and also that I’ll make time to just reflect on what 
is being taught.                                                                                                 
Lots of love to you all,            Pippa (Briggs) X 
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A Great Way  
to Share the Christmas Story.   

From the company that bought us the Real 
Easter Egg, we now have The Real 
Advent Calendar.  It is a new and 
fun way for parents, grandparents 

and Godparents to share the 
Christmas story.  
Behind each of the 25 windows there 

is a Fairtrade chocolate star and a few words from the 
Christmas story. Behind the final window there is a 24-page 
Christmas story booklet to read, keep and enjoy. 

As well as celebrating the true meaning of Christmas, the calendar 
makes a charity donation to The Children’s Society from every sale.  
At a time when 36% of 5 to 7 year olds don’t know why we 
celebrate Christmas, and 51 % of adults say Jesus is irrelevant to 
their Christmas (statistics from the Children’s Society), and the cost 
being only £3.99 each, what is there not to like about The Real 
Advent Calendar.   

Orders to Kathy dB by October 20th or look out for the sign up list at 
the back of the church. 

 

Deadline for the November edition is  
  Sunday 20th October 

Please email (preferred) or hand your items to: 
Joy Russell :  joyrussell@ntlworld.com 

Mary Stait: mpstait@hotmail.com 
 

   
 

mailto:joyrussell@ntlworld.com
mailto:mpstait@hotmail.com
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HANDS TO THE OCTOBER PLOUGH  

 VESTRY HOLY  COMMUNION CRECHE 

6th Mary  Rachel & Linda 

13th Mark Dave H  Hilary & Stacey 

20th Tim  Ann T & Barbara C 

27th David H  Linda & Susie 

1/2nd Nov Phil  Rachel & Linda 

  
COFFEE 

 
FLOWER ROTA 

6th Pat S & Judith Doreen Money & Harvest 

13th Pat C & Mary P Ruth & Roger Ivens 

20th Jan & Kathy dB Christine & Jim Coaton 

27th Ann T & Barbara C Ann Tombs 

1/2nd Nov Hilary & Dave Hilary & Dave Smith 

  
CTG FAIR CUPPA 

 
WELCOME 

3rd Hilary & Elizabeth 6th Hiscock Family 

10th Barbara & Anne 13th Moira & Jim 

17th Peter & Enid 20th Anne & Barbara L 

24th Alan & Violet 27th Peter & Joy 

31st Muriel & June 1/2nd Nov John & Elaine 

  
CLEANING DETAIL        

4/5th Kathy dB, Lynda H, Sue & Lewis 

11/12th Ruth, Sue, Ana, Judith 

18/19th Pat C, Kay B, Joy & Peter 

25/26th Pat S, Linda & Tim, Kay P 

1/2nd Nov Jeanette & Barrie, Anne, Hilary 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good… his love endures forever 
Psalm 136:1  
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Tuesday 1st 7.30-9.00pm: EXTEND Governing Group Annual Open 
Meeting at P&J - Refreshments 7pm 
 

Tuesdays 7.30pm 1st: 8th: 15th Love one another Course at the URC 

  
Thursdays 7.00-9.30pm 3rd: 7th: 10th: 17th: 24th: 31st: ALPHA 

 

Thursday 5th 7.00pm: ‘Film & Food for Fellas’   See page 2 
 

Sunday 6th: Church Family Harvest followed by Harvest Lunch –   
 

Sunday 13th 7.30pm Elders Meeting 
 

Sunday 20th Fair Trade Chocolate Collage after the service 
 

Tuesday 22nd 7.30pm: Talking to God on a Tuesday – See page 15  
 

Wednesday 23rd: CTG Forum 
 

Wednesday 23rd October 2.00pm at the URC.  Golden Oldies Film 
Matinee -  Quartet 
 

Tuesday 29th Church Meeting 7.30pm Everyone welcome See notice 
board for Agenda details. 

 
 

Forthcoming… 
The next CTG Prayer Breakfast is Saturday 9th Nov. 
 

Shoebox Sunday (Operation Christmas Child) is on 3rd 
November, See page 16 & 17 for further details. 

 

Fairtrade Christmas cards and small gifts on sale on Sunday 
November 18th – See pages 11 & 15 
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OCTOBER WORSHIP PROGRAMME 
 

6th 
10.00am 
HARVEST 

 

Harvest Café- style Church 
with Tearfund Rep Mandy 
and friends… 
Followed by Harvest Lunch 
see notice board for details 

♫ Dave Lomas 
 
Media: Dave Smith 
 

13th 
10.00am 
 
 
 
 
7.30pm 

Revd Sue 
Holy Communion 
Ordination & Induction of 
Elders. 
Psalm 24: ‘ Letting God be 
God’ 
Elders Meeting 

♫ Worship Group with 
Debbie on keys 
 
Media: Chris Down 
 
 

20th 
10.00am 
 

 

David Harrup 
All Age Worship 

 
Fairtrade Chocolate Week 
See page 15 for collage 

♫ Trevor & Lewis 
 
Media: Mark Hiscocks 
 

27th 
10.00am 

Dalton King  
Psalm 130: 

♫ Helen 
 
Media: Phil Holmes 

 
 

GREAT 
SAVINGS 

ON 
SOULS 

THIS SUNDAY     
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TALKING TO GOD ON A TUESDAY 
 

An opportunity to spend time together 

talking to God about folk in our church 

with children and Alpha 

Tuesday evening 7.30pm 22nd Oct  

 One hour of prayer, once a month, led by Elders  
 

Everyone welcome and everyone important   
 

HEARD OF FAIR TRADE CHOCOLATE WEEK? 

14th – 20th October 2013 
 

Are you still putting your Fairtrade chocolate wrappers 

in the box at the back of the church? 
 

We shall be turning them into a collage during coffee 

time, after morning worship on Sunday 20th October. 

This is an all age fellowship activity. 
 

 

FORWARD NOTICE 

SUNDAY 18TH NOVEMBER 

There will be a display of 

FAIR TRADE CHRISTMAS CARDS for 

perusal and sale, along with other 

small items of seasonal interest.  
 

Day by day Lord 
Three things I pray: 

To see you more clearly, 
Love you more dearly, 

and follow you more nearly, 
day by day. Amen 
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 OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 2013 

It’s that time of year again when summer is 
barely over and Christmas seems like it’s just 
around the corner.  The chocolates have 
arrived in the shops and we sigh at the 

thought of it all. But, before we get caught up in all the planning 
let’s take time again this year to think about those for whom 
Christmas is just another day.  Can we make their Christmas 
something to smile about this year?  Can we give them a glimpse of 
God’s love through a gift-filled shoebox?  Can we bring Good News 
and Great Joy to a child in need? 

Please help the children in y.Church to reach out again this year to 
children across the world who are less fortunate.  We need 
donations of gifts (new) and money (each box now costs £3 to 
send). 

Y.church will be filling shoe boxes on: Sunday 3rd November 

From Sunday October 6th there will be a box in the church hall for 
donations of any of the following. All gifts should be new: 

Toys:   Bear, soft toy, tennis ball, finger puppet, jigsaw,  
yo-yo, building blocks, small musical instrument.  

 

For Boys: Trucks and cars etc. 
 

For Girls: Dolls, jewellery (clip-on earrings) etc.  
 
Educational: Felt pens, pens, pencils, pencil sharpener, eraser, 

colouring book, notepad, picture or puzzle book, 
chalk, pencil case, stickers, etc.  

 

Hygiene: Toothbrush, toothpaste, hairbrush, comb, hair clips, 
bar of soap, flannel, etc.  
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Other Items: Sweets (sell-by date to be at least March 2014), 
gloves, scarf, sunglasses, cap, hat etc.  

 

Or, if you would like to, why not make up a complete gift-filled 
shoebox and bring it along with your £3 donation by Sunday 3rd 
November, when we shall ask for God’s blessing to go with each 
shoe box. 
For more information go to: http://operationchristmaschild.org.uk/ 
 

May I say on behalf of every child who will receive a gift-filled 
shoebox, “Thank you.”   Mary Stait 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Catherine & Andy 
Ward on the birth of  
William Thomas 
On 3rd September, 
weighing in at 6lbs 
12ozs Fairly traded, 

of course! 
Catherine wrote… 
I just wanted to drop 
you a line to say it 
was a dream come 

true to walk into church this morning with Andy and William and to 
share the moment with you and the rest of the congregation…. 
Words failed me when the three of us came out to the front - it was 
such an overwhelming moment of pure joy, pride and a sense of 
privilege to stand there with our precious gift from God in my arms, 
so sorry for the garbled words, but there simply aren't any that quite 
express how Andy and I both feel about our little miracle baby. 
Thank you for being there for us over the last few years and for 
sharing this incredible journey with us.  I look forward to sharing 
many more precious moments with you all. 
 

http://operationchristmaschild.org.uk/
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KNIT, CHAT, ENJOY A CUPPA (For Charity) 
Click , click, click, 
no, not the sound 
of horses hooves, 
but the busy 
knitting needles of 
the  'Churches 
Working Together 
Knitting Group’ 
Tens of hats, 
gloves, scarves, 
puppets, hand-
bags and pencil 
cases have been 

knitted but many more are still needed for the Christmas shoe 
boxes we hope to send to Eastern Europe.  
 

The group meet on alternate Fridays between 2 and 4 pm to 
encourage each other over a friendly cup of tea/coffee and then it is 
homeward bound to continue the good work.  

Other projects 
include - hats for 
premature babies, 
adult hats for the 
Church Mission, 
blankets for still-
born babies and 
teddy bears for 
children and 
dementia patients.  
Joan and Ellen are 

the group leaders and if you would like to join us on a Friday, please 
contact Joan on 2312239 or e-mail joan.camp3@btinternet.com                         
Joan & Jean. 

mailto:joan.camp3@btinternet.com
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SOME FACTS AND FIGURES ABOUT THE BIG EVENT 
Sunday 1st September seems a very long time ago 
when Groby experienced the Big Event. 
Over 700 people attended – over 70 volunteers 
from the two churches helped out – over 160 
people stayed for Groby Church Outdoors – over 
20 young people were involved in the drama & 
treasure hunt. 
Over £3000 was received towards the Big Event 

from external church funds and over £1000 was donated by 
individual people from the Groby churches.  
 

As an organising team this gave us huge responsibility to deliver a 
successful Big Event with lasting legacies. Time will tell what these 
legacies are – maybe we will see young people coming into our 
Urban Saint groups, or people signing up for the Alpha course, or 
people coming into our churches or even people from Groby being 
saved! 

We have much to thank God for about the Big Event – everything 
just seemed to come together so neatly – I am sure by God’s hand. 
A BIG thank you from the organising team to everyone who helped 
out in anyway – in giving time, money or prayers to make the day 
the success it was I would just specifically mention five young 
people who I believe have been a blessing and inspiration not just to 
us at the URC over the summer but in various ways to the wider 
church community of Groby. They all helped at the Big Event in 
some way – Charlotte with the drama, Dan with the sound, Katie 
with the treasure hunt, and Hannah & Tom in being our excellent 
hosts at the Big Event. I am sure God has great things lined up for 
them as they start their second years back at university. I am sure 
we look forward to seeing them and hearing what God has done for 
them when they are back in Groby at Christmas. 

 

(David H -on behalf of the organising team). 
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United Reformed Church 
LE6 OFE 

 
Minister: 

Revd Sue McKenzie 
Tel: 0116 232 1733 

   E-mail suemcken@gmail.com 
 

 

Secretarial Team:   Youth Worker: 
Mr Phil Holmes       Ruth Cross  
Tel: 0116 2253335    Tel: 07759 087804 
Email;maxmellhouse@gmail.com   Email: r.oconnell@mail.com 

Mr. Peter Russell    Hall Lettings:   
Tel: 0116 299 6164    Mrs K Peel Tel: 2250045 

 

Groby URC is a member of the Evangelical Alliance UK. 
Groby URC website: www.grobyurc.com   
 

Sunday Worship 

 

10am: Morning Worship: All Age with ychurch (children’s session) 
Holy Communion as announced. Babies and toddlers can be 
cared for on Sunday mornings.  

 

The church building has a loop hearing system, wheelchair 
access, toilet for the disabled & baby nappy-changing facilities. 
 

Home Groups: Wed & Thurs evenings – see an elder for details. 
We have courses  for people searching for answers 

  

Weekday Activities: 
Monday:  9.30-11.30am Noah’s Ark Club for toddlers and families. 
Monday:   Urban Saints*: 
     After school to 4.45pm    Quest (boys and girls in reception and years 1, 2 and 3) 

       6.30-7.30pm   Genesis (boys and girls in years 4, 5 and 6) 
       7.45-9.00pm Rock Solid (young people in years 7, 8 and 9) 

 
Wednesday: 7.30-9.00pm Revelation (young people in years 10, 11, 12 and 13) 
Thursday :  10.30-12.00 Noon Fair Cuppa* at Groby Village Hall. 
Friday    9.30-11.30am CATCH* Coffee and chat (in term-time) 
Friday:  7.30-9.30pm Gap* (young people in years 10. 11. 12 & 13) 
Saturday:  8.00-9.00am Prayers in the church hall for everyone 
 

*These events come under the umbrella of Churches Together in Groby 

mailto:suemcken@gmail.com

