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September has a kind of 'Back to School' feel about it even for
those of us that are no longer in education. It's something to do
with that sense of newness, of change and of moving on to
new challenges and of being excited, yet also being a bit
anxious about how we will cope with what lies ahead.
When those changes actually happen and we move forward to
meet those new challenges we find that we develop and grow
in all sorts of ways. If we stayed where we were, that growth
and development just wouldn't happen! At school and college
we have no choice really but to move on, but as adults and as
churches we sometimes get a bit stuck where we are!
I have no doubt at all that God intends us to keep moving,
however uncomfortable that may be at times! That may be
literally, or in faith terms, or it may be both. We may dig our
heels in and try to stay put, and we may be worried about how
that process is going to happen, but we must trust that God will
keep us on the right track and we must allow the Holy Spirit
space to lead us in directions we may not expect.
As a whole church, let's commit ourselves to a continuing
process of moving forward. The Week of Prayer gives us
space to think and pray and engage with some of the areas of
church life that we want to 'get moving'. They are the 5 'ings'
that we focussed on during the Cafe Church service in June:
These important areas of church life must, like our personal
lives, be distinctively Godly, and guided by his Spirit. And lived
out in the light of the resurrection. As we move and learn and
grow so we will be better equipped and ready to fulfil our own
calling and to play our part in the mission and witness of the
church as a whole.
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Please come during the week of prayer - there are 5
opportunities - (see next page) and let's help each other to
focus afresh on God and allow that space for the Holy Spirit to
inspire us and guide us.
With love in Christ,
Sue

Course
begins
soon........
Tuesday 10th September

A great opportunity for anyone interested
to learn more about how we can best care
for one another, and others in the
community, in the name of Christ.
Have you given your name to Sue?
Tuesday evenings: 10th, 17th, 24th September
1st, 8th, 15th October - All at Groby United Reformed
Church at 7.30pm
Tel: 232 1733 E-mail: suemcken@gmail.com
Quote from Mother Teresa
"I know God will not give me anything I can't handle.
I just wish he didn't trust me so much'.
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1)

GIVING
2)

PRAYING

3)

GROWING in faith
4)

DREAMING

5)

BECOMING
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Community
OPENING OF THE GARDEN OF REMEMBRANCE AT
AT GROBY CEMETERY

On the afternoon of Friday 19th July, a most glorious sunny
day, the Garden of Remembrance was officially opened by
Charnwood MP Stephen Dorrell and the Mayor of Hinckley
Cllr. Lynda Hodgkins. Groby URC was represented by a small
number of members from our congregation.
Groby Parish Council had asked for nominations to help
officiate at the opening ceremony and Hope Trigg, a Year 9
student at Brookvale and Bill Shooter, a former director of
Leicester City FC were nominated. Hope was unable to attend,
but Brookvale Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator,
Michelle Tointon represented Brookvale.
It is a beautiful garden, very carefully designed with meaningful
flowers, shrubs and trees. – a peaceful place to sit and
remember loved ones.
Ann Dunn
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A MOST GLORIOUS SUNNY DAY

Congratulations Megan Bowen and James Scott on the
occasion of your marriage on Thursday 18th July
Thought For The Month - Plant a Word Today!
Plant a Word today,
spread the Gospel tract
then water it with trust
and other’s lives it will impact.
Plant a Word today,
prepare another’s heart
then sow the seed of faith
and watch what it will start.
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Psalms for the WHOLE of Life
I would guess that most of us dip into the book of Psalms more
frequently than we do other parts of the Bible, and most of us
have one or two that are our favourites. We find within them
words of comfort and encouragement that are as fresh today
as when they were written 3,000 years ago. (Yes, really!!)
Many of us can testify to a particular psalm that got us through
a difficult patch, or gave us words to pray and to praise God
when we couldn't find words of our own! They also reflect the
whole of life: the good, the bad and the ugly. There are riches
and depths to psalms that we don't always take time to
appreciate, and there are challenges too.
So from September through to the end of November,
preachers will be exploring this amazing selection of songs,
and I pray that we will discover afresh that the broad sweep of
psalms really reflects the WHOLE of Life. As we listen and
learn together, let's allow God to speak to our hearts, so that
we really grow in our relationship with him, we build up the
church and we are empowered to live more fruitfully and
faithfully for him in the world.
From Advent onwards it looks likely that we will turn to
Matthew's gospel and explore what Jesus has to say about
being a disciple.
It's going to be a great journey!
A Thanksgiving Service for the life of Douglas
(Duggie) Ward was held on 14th August.
Married to Muriel for over 40 years, Doug
before his illness, was a vibrant colourful
character. Many of us remember the special time
he spent with us at Holiday@Home.
We extend our sympathy and prayers to
Muriel and her family
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SEPTEMBER TEACHING AND WORSHIP
1st
1.30-4.00
4.15-5.15
8th
10.00am
15th
10.00am

Revd Sue
The Big Event
Church Outdoors
Revd Sue
Psalms for the WHOLE of
life (Introduction & the man
David)
Kevan Hall
Psalm 119 ‘A Manual for
Life Today?’ Part 1

Holy Communion
6.30pm
22nd
10.00am

Urban Saints Feedback
service @ P&J
Kevan Hall
Psalm 119 ‘A manual for
Life Today? Part 2

29th
10.00am
BTCS *

4.00pm

Details page 2
Debbie
Techie: Tim Symonds
Helen &
Worship Group
Techie: Phil Holmes

Dave Lomas
Techie: Barry duBoulay
Sue Annable & the
Worship Group

All Age Worship with
Revd Sue
Psalm 23 ‘A Guide &
A Goal’

Techie: Alan Bloor

Afternoon Fellowship
Celebrating Harvest with
Revd Sue

For the over 60’s
Techie: Tim

WHAT IS BTCS? Back to Church Sunday is an opportunity to act
together each year and take the simplest and shortest step in
evangelism; inviting someone we already know to our church. It is a
fantastic opportunity for us to grow the church. We are told there are
at least 3 million people in England who would come back to church
if they had an invitation!!
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Juan (pictured below on the left) is Warmis’s latest recruit on
the payroll. Thanks to the support of Tearfund he is making a
huge difference to the project in Cajamarca as he uses newly
acquired skills to help struggling farmers work more effectively
and better provide for their families.
Juan has lived in Santa Ursula all his life (the same village as
Olga). He was himself struggling to make a living and had to
leave his wife and four children for days at a time to work in
town as a motor-taxi driver. He began attending an agricultural
workshop that was being run by Warmis. Miguel noticed his
commitment and enthusiasm and Warmis have now been able
to sponsor him to
further his skills at a
nearby college.
‘Juan is popular,’ says
Miriam from Warmis.
‘Local people look to
him – a local man – as
an example of how
you can improve your
life and achieve your
goals if you put the effort in. Everyone is so proud of him!’
Juan is seen here offering advice on how to dig and construct
a composter that will provide organic fertiliser which is
environmentally friendly and cheaper for locals.
Muriel Ward and Family wish to thank everyone for the
help and kindness received following the loss of Doug.
Thank you to Revd Sue for an uplifting service, for the
beautiful flower arrangements, the music, the techie, car
parking and the ladies who must have washed up for
hours. I feel so privileged to belong to such Christian people.
God Bless Always.
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HANDS TO THE SEPTEMBER PLOUGH

VESTRY

HOLY
COMMUNION

8th
15th
22nd
29th

Dave H
Dave S
Phil
Kathy

8th
15th
22nd
29th

COFFEE
Ann T & Barbara C
Kay B & Jean C
Hilary & Dave
Sue LB & Hily

CRECHE
Hilary & Pat C
Ann T & Barbs C
Linda & Susie
Stacey & Linda

Mark

FLOWER ROTA
Moira & Jim Thomson
Kay Blick
Pat & Don Smith
Anne Brandon

6/7th
13/14th
20/21st

WELCOME
FAIR CUPPA
Kay B & Hily
5th
Ellen & Linda
Pat & Don
12th
Connie & Beryl
Sue LB & Friend
19th
Glennis & Neta
Jean & Sheila
26th
Kay & Jill
CLEANING DETAIL
David Harrup.com
Pat C, Kay B, Joy & Peter
Pat S, Linda & Tim, Kay P

27/28th

Jeanette & Barrie, Anne B, Hilary

8th
15th
22nd
29th

More folk needed please to help out with cleaning

Plant a Word today,
share the fruit of Christ’s love
then watch it grow up
giving praise to God above
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Sunday 1st GROBY BIG EVENT – See page 2
Monday 2nd – Saturday 6th WEEK OF PRAYER
Saturday 7th 6.30-7.30pm Praise & Worship of God
Tuesday 10th Start of Love One Another – See page 4
Thursday 12th Elders Meeting
Saturday 14th 8.00-900am Prayer Breakfast in hall (URC to lead,
P&J to feed)
Sunday 15th 6.30pm Extend Annual Open Meeting -See page 16
Tuesday 17th Love One Another Course
Thursday 19th Alpha Course starts – See page 15
Saturday 21st Groby Street Fair
Monday 23rd YCHURCH Meeting
Tuesday 24th Love One Another Course
Thursday 26th Alpha Course
Sunday 29th Back to Church Sunday – All Age Worship
Sunday 29th 4.00pm Afternoon Fellowship for over 60s – Celebrating
Harvest “Give us our daily bread” See page 19
Forthcoming Dates for your Diary…
Tuesday 1st October 7.30-9.00pm Extend Group Open Meeting
Our Harvest is Sunday October 6th followed by a Harvest lunch -

Details of the Harvest and luncheon in the next edition of Contact
Fairtrade Chocolate Week 14th-20th October
Fairtrade Collage after All Age morning Worship 20th October
Our next Church Meeting 29th October 7.30pm
The Mission Group are happy to inform you that we shall be selling
Fairtrade Christmas cards and small gifts on Sunday November
18th, so all you early birds, don’t start shopping too early for
Christmas!!
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You are warmly invited to:

Sunday 8th Sept 2013

6.00pm – 7.30pm
Deb’s Feedback
Evening!
Groby United Reformed Church
See the photos, watch the videos and hear
all about Deb’s time in Tanzania.
Refreshments included.

EVERYONE WELCOME 
Really hope you can make it!
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HEARD OF FAIR TRADE
CHOCOLATE WEEK?
14th – 20th October 2013

We are all going to celebrate Chocolate Week by
eating fairly traded chocolate and collecting the
wrappers, with the intention of turning them into a
collage – more about this in next month’s Contact
This activity will take place during coffee time, after
the morning service on Sunday 20th October.
Please start putting your Fairtrade chocolate
wrappers in the box at the back of the church.
Fair Trade chocolate can be purchased locally from
the Co-op, Budgens, Tesco, Marks & Spencer,
Sainsburys and The Just Shop. Brands include
Traidcraft, Divine, Green & Black’s, Alter Eco, Theo
and more recently Kit Kat, Dairy Milk and Maltesers.
But remember to look for the fair trade logo.
And start eating lots of Fairtrade chocolate today! 

Happy Birthday Sam Collins
from your church family
Sam is10 on 16th September
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Is there
more to life
than this?
Come and explore
life’s Big Questions
Thursday evenings
7.00 – 9.30pm
19 Sept – 21 Nov 2013
Groby United Reformed Church
Chapel Hill, Groby LE6 0FE
The Alpha course offers informal talks about
aspects of Christianity and offers the opportunity
to ask questions. Not only that, but it also gives
you the chance to meet like-minded people
and discuss issues over a light supper and a drink.
For more details or to let us know that
you’re coming, please contact:
Louise Corke: 0116 231 3090
words.th@talktalk.net
Sue McKenzie: 0116 232 1
suemcken@gmail.com
Mary Stait: mpstait@hotmail.com
Organised by Churches Together in Groby
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The Extend Governing group invite you to the

ANNUAL OPEN MEETING
TUESDAY 1st OCTOBER
at St Philip and St James Church
7.30 - 9.00pm (Refreshments from 7.00pm)
Come and find out about who does what, and
how God has been at work among the children
and young people over the last 12 months.
Hear of the developing work in secondary
schools; get an update on the finances, the ongoing challenges and the vision for the future.
It's an opportunity to ask questions and make
suggestions.
Deadline for October edition is
Sunday 22nd September
Please email (preferred) or hand your items to:
Joy Russell : joyrussell@ntlworld.com
Or Mary Stait: mpstait@gotmail.com
Early items much appreciated
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Week of Prayer
2nd– 6th September
7.00 – 9.00pm

AND Saturday 7th 6.30 – 7.30pm
Join us for the week of prayer as we begin another year in the
Church calendar. Please feel free to come and go as you wish
during the evening. As you enter the building there will be
displays from the recent groups looking at various areas of
church life:






GIVING
PRAYING
GROWING in faith
DREAMING
BECOMING Community

Then bring your prayers to the Cross and sit in reflective
silence in the Church, praying for our Church life while
focusing on Jesus’ redemptive love for us, our neighbours in
Groby and for our world.
As you leave there will be a ‘Response’ box in
which you can post prayers and if God has
spoken to you while you were praying we invite
you to write down what He has said and post it
into the box.
Revd Sue McKenzie will open the box at the end of each
evening and take whatever action she feels is appropriat
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The week will finish on Saturday evening
as we gather to worship and honour God
for His faithfulness to us and thank Him
for inviting us to be a part of what He is
doing in 2013/14.
Then, with the Holy Spirit’s guidance and
friendship, we can look forward to a year of opportunities to
share the good news of Jesus Christ, whilst rooting our own
faith firmly in God’s Word.
A Maplewell Summer Picnic
Pimmi and Amalia Having A Great Playtime
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COME AND ENJOY
SUNDAY AFTERNOON
FELLOWSHIP
For the over 60’s
(A short service
followed by
refreshments)

SUNDAY 29th
SEPTEMBER
AT 4.00PM
GROBY UNITED
REFORMED CHURCH
Why not bring a friend along?
Transport needed?
Phone: Barbara on 2387805:
Ruth on 287603
Plant a Word today,
it just takes one tiny seed . . .
but with it you may harvest
all someone’s soul will ever need!
Copyright Deborah Ann Belka
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Groby
United Reformed Church
LE6 OFE

Minister:
Revd Sue McKenzie
Tel: 0116 232 1733
E-mail suemcken@gmail.com

Secretarial Team:

Youth Worker:
Ruth Cross
Tel: 07759 087804

Mr Phil Holmes
Tel: 0116 2253335
Email;maxmellhouse@gmail.com

Mr. Peter Russell
Tel: 0116 299 6164

Email: r.oconnell@mail.com

Hall Lettings:
Mrs K Peel Tel: 2250045

Groby URC is a member of the Evangelical Alliance UK.
Groby URC website: www.grobyurc.com

Sunday Worship
10am: Morning Worship: All Age with ychurch (children’s session)
Holy Communion as announced. Babies and toddlers can be
cared for on Sunday mornings.
The church building has a loop hearing system, wheelchair
access, disabled toilet and nappy-changing facilities for babies.
Home Groups: Wed & Thurs evenings – see an elder for details

Weekday Activities:
Monday: 9.30-11.30am
Noah’s Ark Club for toddlers and families.
Monday:
Urban Saints*:
After school to 4.45pm
Quest (boys and girls in reception and years 1, 2 and 3)
6.30-7.30pm
Genesis (boys and girls in years 4, 5 and 6)
7.45-9.00pm
Rock Solid (young people in years 7, 8 and 9)
Wednesday: 7.30-9.00pm
Revelation (young people in years 10, 11, 12 and 13)
Thursday :
10.30-12.00 Noon Fair Cuppa* at Groby Village Hall.
Friday
9.30-11.30am
CATCH* Coffee and chat (in term-time)
Friday:
7.30-9.30pm
Gap* (young people in years 10. 11. 12 & 13)
Saturday:
8.00-9.00am
Prayers in the church hall for everyone

*These events come under the umbrella of Churches Together in Groby
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