Groby
United Reformed Church

The gift of God is eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord
Romans 6:23

Christmas & New Year
2014/15

Prayer for the Week:30th November – 6th December
Christmas cards have been distributed to every home in
the village. Please pray that they will be read by every
householder and that they will be touched by God to
attend at least one of the events that they have read
about.

Prayer for the week: 7th – 13th December
Please pray for the Y Church service; for the real
Christmas story to be etched into the young people’s
lives. A week later, prayers are needed for the
Afternoon service. Pray for Jesus’ presence to be
understood and accepted as the greatest present to
mankind.

Prayer for the week: 14th - 20th December
Please pray for Carols round the Tree that takes place on
Tuesday. Pray for fine weather, a good attendance and that
those who are there realise the real meaning of Christmas
and are eager to attend one of the variety of church
services at Christmas.

Prayer for the week: 21st – 27th December
Pray this week for the services at our church on
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, both for those
attending and those leading. Pray especially for those
who will be there who do not usually attend church, that
they will be touched by God in a very special way as we
celebrate this glorious birth.

Prayer for the Week: 28th December -3rd January
Please look back over the past year with gratitude for the many
blessings we received as a church, thank God for the
spiritual growth in our church and for the His grace
through testing times. Looking forward into the New
Year pray for us all to trust God, expect his guidance and
for us ALL to be totally dedicated to build His church in
Groby and beyond.
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Welcome to the Christmas edition

Advent is the season for
watching and waiting, but in
these days of instant
communication it might
seem that waiting for
anything is a dying art! Still,
we cannot get away from
waiting altogether: it takes 9 months for a baby to develop
in the womb, a year for a bulb to produce a flower,
hundreds of years for a tree to mature. Scientific
developments also take time - it took 25 years of planning
and scientific development to land the Philae robot probe
on the comet recently, and the journey there took 10 years!
Sometimes a wait for something can be a time of
excitement and happy anticipation, sometimes it is fraught
with anxiety. So what of Advent waiting? This is not the
kind of nail-biting, anxious waiting, this is the joyful
anticipation kind. We trust in God, confident that out of the
present time of uncertainty, something new will emerge.
But we need to keep awake and alert for signs of God's
promise holding together the waiting for the birth of Jesus
but also the sense of waiting for Jesus' return one day.
For many of us, Advent will be a time of frantic rushing
around getting ready for Christmas. Taking time out from
the busyness may feel impossible, but we can savour the
waiting as we anticipate the joy of the birth of Christ, and
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the promise of his return by doing some of that purposeful
God-focussed waiting. Please pick up a copy of the
Thomas Mousin and Merry Watters Advent devotional
calendar (sorry, no doors and no chocolate!) at the back of
the church to help you focus on God for even just a few
minutes each day. The couple who produce this are United
Methodist pastors in the USA, and they share this simple
but beautiful calendar freely every year on line.
We wait in hope for the Lord; he is our help and our shield

Psalm 33:20

There will be an opportunity to 'wait for the Lord' during
the Quiet Communion Service on Saturday 20th
December at 7.00pm.
And when we get there, and however you spend it, have a
very happy, peaceful and joyful time, celebrating the birth
of Jesus!
Greetings in Christ,
Sue
Advent Preaching Themes on Sunday mornings
will lead us towards Christmas helping us to prepare:
Sunday 30th November:
Sunday 7th December
Sunday 14th December
Sunday 21st December
Christmas Eve
Christmas Day

with PURPOSE
with PRAYER
with PROPHECY
with PROMISES
with PRAISE
'Glory!'

Further details in the calendar later in 'Contact'
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOXES
GOOD NEWS. GREAT JOY.
THEY’RE ON THEIR WAY!
I would like to say a massive ‘THANK
YOU’ to everyone who helped with the
shoeboxes this year; for the amazing gifts to fill them,
including the beautiful and lovingly knitted items, the
money to send them and the filling of the boxes
themselves on the day. 115 children will know God’s love
for them and experience a special joy this Christmas
because of your generosity. We may never meet these
children, but God knows each and every one of them and
He will use the gifts to shine His light into their world that
they may one day come to know Him for themselves. We
pray that it will indeed be so.
Mary
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There will be no Talking to God in
December, but please take the opportunity
of using the Prayers for the Week as a focus
in your quiet times with God.
Pray that the Light and Peace of Christ will
be a presence in many homes in Groby this
Christmas season.

Dear Tea towels,
Please come home – we miss you so much.
It’s just not the same without you. Only you
can dry the tears on our cups and saucers. I
know you probably just needed a bit of ‘alone time’, to
have a rest and be refreshed, maybe take a nice long soak
in a washing machine somewhere, but we’re begging you
to come back to us and be ours again. We promise to take
good care of you, keep you snug and cosy in the kitchen
drawer with your friends. Please come back to us soon,
Yours hopefully, The Refreshments Team
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In December (on Thursdays 11th and 18th) we are presenting
the story ‘The First Christmas’ at the three primary schools
in Groby.
Some of the children would have already experienced ‘The
Journey to Bethlehem’ which was run by Extend and visited
by two classes from each school the last week in November.
Each Open the Book presentation finishes with a thought
and short prayer and we invite the children to say ‘Amen’ if
they want to make the prayer their own. The prayer in ‘The
First Christmas’ presentation is – Dear God, thank you that
Jesus came to tell the Good News of your love for us. We
pray that everyone in this school will have a really happy
Christmas. Amen.
A special guest taking part in this presentation is Ruth Cross,
this is an introduction to Ruth for the year 6s who next year
come into the age-range that Ruth works with.
The Open the Book presentations continue in the New Year
in all three schools.
To find out more about this important work please see
either Lynda Hawkes or David Harrup from the Open the
Book team.
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Fashion to Die For
Since the 1960’s there has been a revolution in the rag trade.
We buy more items of clothing,
more cheaply than ever before,
and there is a greater turnover
of stock so that the fashion
industry responds more quickly
to the ‘must haves’ of the
season (or even of the month!).
How does the clothes industry offer quantity so flexibly so quickly
and at such a price? “Does it all arrive by magic? No, it happens
by human endeavour. The Big Fashion engine is powered by an
estimated forty million garment workers toiling away thousands of
miles away” (Lucy Siegle ‘To Die For’) The demands of the
Western fashion industry have created one
of the most exploited and shameful
industries globally, in countries like
Bangladesh, India, Pakistan and
Cambodia. Time is money, so the
standard (known as the ‘virtual factory
standard’) means for example, that a garment worker has just 15
minutes to assemble a pair of five-pocket jeans (fourteen pieces
of sewing including zip, seams and hem). Companies will say
suppliers are audited, but “It's an open secret that many higher
standard factories often sub-contract orders to sweat-shops to
keep costs down and meet customer's deadlines.”, says Andrew
North, BBC correspondent in April 2013.
According to the Maquila Solidarity Network, “Sweatshop
conditions include excessive working hours, forced overtime,
poverty wages, child labour, unsafe working conditions,
discrimination, verbal and physical abuse. When workers try to
organize a union, they are often fired.”
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Into this unregulated drive to squeeze a bit of profit from this
supply chain, enter the human trafficker.
“It is a little known fact that among India’s garment workers there
are over 200,000 young women and girls who have been
trafficked to work in the cotton industry in the Tamil Nadu region
of India.
Female workers, mainly aged 14
to 23 years old, are recruited with
false promises of a good job and
a lump sum payment under the
guise of an ‘apprenticeship’
scheme called Sumangali. Once
recruited, many find themselves trapped within a factory for up to
five years. Two out of three never receive the promised lumpsum.
The workers have limited freedom. They have to sleep in
accommodation in a hostel within the factory walls or guarded by
the male factory employees with only limited contact with their
families or the outside world. They are forced to work often up to
12 hours a day, 6 days a week or more without the compensation
they have been promised.” (Stop the Traffik)
In December 2007 Dan
McDougall, journalist working
for WDR (a German
broadcasting company)
discovered about 40 ten and
eleven year old boys working
in horrific conditions in the
back streets of New Delhi.
He found they had been sold into the garment trade to men who
had visited their village in Bihar (a 30 hour train journey away).
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He described life for them as ‘a vision of hell. Corridors flowed
with raw sewage from a flooded toilet, food was scarce and the
boys being forced to work day and night. (Lucy Siegle).
Sometimes desperately poor parents in rural areas bring their
young children to work in the
garment making centres. They
are useful to employers with
their small nimble fingers and
vulnerability to violence and
intimidation. Children are not
just put to work in factories but
can be made to work at home.
Out-sourcing to families or whole villages means that the whole
family gets involved in finishing the order on time. This is
particularly the case where hand sewing is called for (the sequins
on the sparkly top – if they look as if they could have been hand
sewn, then they probably were). Lucy Siegle saw children as
young as five working late into the night.
So, what do we do? Look out for the labels that tell you more
about where and how the garment was made. Buying ethical
doesn’t have to be expensive, and paying more for clothes
doesn’t necessarily mean it’s been made in a more ethical way.
Buying clothes made with organic fibres or fair trade cotton is a
good starting point but often not possible (more about the cotton
industry another time). The Good Shopping Guide
(thegoodshoppingguide.com) lists shops with a good record (ask
if you can’t access the website). There is a thought that we buy
far more clothes than we can wear so that taking time to check a
more sustainable way of shopping will mean buying less. If you
have a favourite shop and don’t know who supplies their clothes,
ask them.
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Charlie & Friends Big Bake Off took place on Sunday 23rd November
after morning worship, followed by a Church Meeting focused on
prayer, then a Bring and
Share Lunch – Phew!
The exciting Cake Bake
organised by Charlie
Hiscocks to raise awareness
and funds for Tearfund’s
‘No Child Taken’ Campaign
saw tables groaning with
delicious homemade cakes,
many of them baked with fairtrade ingredients. I
understand she raised over
£400 and still counting.
Well done indeed Charlie &
Friends. There is to be a full report in the next edition of Contact, so
watch this space!
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Chocolate swap
As we continue to look at ways to ensure
that the chocolate we consume comes
from human traffick free cocoa, how
about swapping a store cupboard staple for a Fairtrade alternative?
Why not replace your normal jar of chocolate spread with either
Traidcraft's chocolate hazelnut spread or, if you prefer dark
chocolate, try Essential's organic dark chocolate spread? Both are
available from the Just Shop.
Catherine
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Fairtrade Thai salmon fillets
This month I'm including a quick salmon dish which makes use of
Fairtrade honey and Fairtrade rice. It's nice served with things like
baby corn, sugar snap peas or mange tout.
Recipe: Serves 4
4 salmon fillets
Vegetables of your choice
FAIRTRADE rice
For the marinade:
Zest and juice of 1 lime
15g fresh root ginger, peeled and grated
3 tablespoons of FAIRTRADE clear honey
2 tablespoons of sesame oil
Method
- in a shallow dish mix together all the marinade ingredients. Put
in the salmon fillets, cover and leave to marinade in the fridge for
30 mins
- remove the salmon from the marinade, reserving the marinade.
Heat 1 tablespoon of vegetable oil in a non-stick frying pan and
cook the fish according to the pack instructions. Reduce the heat,
add the marinade and allow to heat through
- meanwhile cook the rice and vegetables according to the packet
instructions
- serve the salmon along with the rice and vegetables and pour
the marinade over the rice and fish.
Catherine
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A CHURCH MOUSE GOES APPLE PRESSING
If you missed the Apple Pressing Event at the
village hall on the afternoon of October 26th,
then you missed a treat!
Good
fellowship
was the
order of the
day along
with some
oldfashioned
hard work,
as the
business of
pressing windfall apples into juice continued throughout
the afternoon. Churches together worked industriously as
they celebrated
the abundance of
the earth’s
harvest, which
God gives us for
free!
Inside the village
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hall refreshments were served by a team of smiling faces
and a mountain
of homemade
cakes was
consumed.
There were
competitions–
which some
took very
seriously indeed,
an opportunity
to sample different varieties of apples, informative
displays and apple-themed craft activities for the young at
heart.
There was plenty
of chin-wagging
and we pray that
many of those
conversations
will have a
fruitful outcome
in the future.
In the meantime,
I am enjoying sharing my delicious ½ gallon of local apple
juice with friends.
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From your Church Family
Megan Stokes will be 8 on 13 December
Amber Johnson will be 16 on 26 December
Maida Platts will be 3 on 27 December
Film & Food for Fellas is a CTG event
which gives fellas from the Groby
churches an opportunity to bring a
friend/neighbour/relative to an
evening of film & food – and good
Christian company.
There is no need to sign up – fellas just need to turn up. There
will be hot food provided and soft drinks available – usually £2
covers these.
Evenings start at 7.00pm on Thursdays 4th Dec, 8th Jan, 5th
Feb and 5th Mar completes the 2014/2015 season.
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We ‘socked it to them’!
The Traidcraft 'Sock it to Them'
sale of socks and cards raised
£482.25 from both churches.

The True Gift of Christmas
A hidden gift at Christmas time,
Concealed within the tree,
The cross of Christ where God’s
great love
Poured out for you and me!
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Deb wants to share this story with you…
William's Story
This is William, he came
into our lives one morning while we
were working on the Market Garden.
His mother had walked down from the
Church and we were introduced by
the farmers working down at the
Market Garden. She had been at
church the previous week looking for
us, and was told where we would be
the following days.
William is 17 months old, and when his mother
unbandaged his lower leg it became obvious that
there was a problem. On William’s lower leg there
was a large portion of bone exposed; it was
explained to us that there was an abscess that
developed a couple months ago which opened, got
infected and exposed the bone. Getting the full
story was difficult as details are often lost in
translation. We took William to the local
government hospital where x-rays and an assessment were
preformed. The x-ray revealed that the tibia was fractured in 2
spots and displaced, and in need of seeing the surgical
specialist in the next city, Mwanza. Tests also revealed the
presence of infection.
So far we have sent William, his mother and our translator
Freddy to Mwanza for an assessment from the specialist.
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Freddy was sent as an advocate for William and also as our
link to information as we have funded the medical expenses
thus far. When talking to the mother it was obvious that they
would not be able to cover the medical expenses, as surgery
most likely will be needed and hospital stay. They have been
able to contribute 10,000 tanzanian shillings (tsh), but we are
suspecting that it will initially cost around 1,000,000 tsh (£400)
for the medical expenses including one operation, medical and
travel expenses. However if a second operation is needed,
this will increase, as well as considering his aftercare once he
returns home. This could reach an additional 1,500,000tsh
(£700).
We are all deeply touched by William’s story and the lack of
access to adequate medical care. We take for granted our
access and quality of hospitals and doctors back home. We
are asking for people to pray for William as he is in hospital,
and more tests and decisions need to be made about the best
course of treatment for him. God’s guidance and discernment
is crucial. We would also ask that if anyone feels led to give
financially toward William’s medical care, then this would be
greatly appreciated.
Please see the link to donate online via BT mydonate:
mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/williamsstory
Alternatively, if you want to donate via cheque please make it
payable to GO MAD (all capitals) and send to Go MAD, 21
Woolacombe Road, Blackheath, London, SE3 8QJ please
reference with October 2014 Team and For William.
Thank you for sharing in this story with us.
Go MAD October Team 2014
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Don't Mention the Chairs…
The chairs have finally arrived after many months of
deliberating on supplier, type, weight, steel or aluminium
frame, colour, fabric or vinyl. At times I wondered if we
would ever reach agreement and it seemed as though
people were thinking, oh no not the chairs again!
It really has been a team effort by the church family, from
young to old, to get to this point, with many people voting
on their choices, many people donating toward the cost of
purchasing the chairs and a team of people working to
make it happen.

Out with the old…in with the new

I’ll just have a
rest, no-one
will notice!!

Dave, Chris and Phil went up the hill…
20

Caroline Bloor was successful in gaining approval for a
grant of £3,000 from the Thomas Herbert Smith Trust
Fund. Thank you Caroline.
With the grant, personal donations, gift aid and money
from the sale of the old chairs, the cost of buying the new
chairs have been covered. God really has blessed us.
Lewis McKenzie did a sterling job of selling the old chairs
to a dealer in London through eBay, which raised £350.
Well-done Lewis.
Two men were spotted travelling down the M1 with a
trailer full of old chairs heading for a shop in Stoke
Newington on a very sunny October morning. (Will they
be featured in next month’s CRIMEWATCH?!!)
Of course it was Peter Russell and I taking the old chairs
to a new home. Thank you Peter for your time and for the
free use of your car and trailer.
The new chairs arrived in a very large lorry which could
not get up Chapel Hill past the cottages, so Phil Holmes,
Chris Down and I helped the driver to bring them up the
hill to the church, which certainly put us in a bit of a
sweat.
They will take a bit of time to get used to, setting them
out, stacking them etc. Will they serve us as well as the
old chairs? Let’s hope so, but only time will tell.
Dave Smith
p.s. ‘Thank you’ too, Dave for your persistence and for
making sure we got the correct frames in the end.
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My sister Myra Prideaux and our families would like to say a huge
"Thank you!" to the Church and all the very special individuals who
gave our Mum, Alice Riddell so much love, companionship,
hospitality and pastoral care over the many years that she lived
here, in Groby. Mum died in Huddersfield on the 28th October.
A dedicated team of Church Members helped with teas and
refreshments, music and technical issues at her funeral. The
Reverend Sue and Anne spoke comforting words on the 11th
November, which will help us all on our spiritual path without our
dear and colourful Mum, Gran and Great Gran. Mum never let go of
her faith and knowledge that she would be "Safe in the arms of
Jesus" and her Darling John.
Thank you everyone,
Maggie Baxter

Thanks go to Chris Down for the following poem from:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-29986843

Some go to church just for a walk
Some go to church to stare and laugh and talk
Some go to church to meet a friend
Some go to church some spare time to spend
Some to scan a robe or bonnet
And to price the ribbon on it
Some go there to snooze and nod
And few to meet and worship God
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DATES FOR YOUR DECEMBER DIARY
Thursday 4th

7.00pm

Film & Food for Fellas (see P.7)

Saturday 6th –
Friday 12th

Christmas Tree Festival (see
P.12 for full details)

Tuesday 9th

7.30pm

Christmas Praise at Leicester
Grammar (Ticket only)

Thursday 11th

7.30pm

Elders’ Meeting

Thursday 11th
Tuesday 16th

Open the Book (see P.7)
7.00pm

Carols around the Tree

Thursday 18th

Open the Book (see P.7)

Saturday 20th

10am-3pm

Deb’s Open House (see P.17)

Saturday 20th

7.00pm

Evening Communion (see P.4)

Christmas Eve

7.00 – 8.45

Carol singing around the village

Why not join us for

We meet at 7.00pm outside St Philip & St James Church
It’s great fun and a great witness!
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DECEMBER TEACHING & WORSHIP PROGRAMME
7th
10.00am

14th
10.00am

Samantha Aspinall &
Rev Sue McKenzie
Preparing for Christmas with
Prayer
Luke 1: 46 - 55
All Age Service
Rev Sue McKenzie
Preparing for Christmas with
Prophecy
Luke 1: 68 – 79
Communion

Time - to
be
Afternoon Christmas
confirmed
Service
20th
7.00pm
Evening Communion
21st
Rev Sue McKenzie
10.00am Preparing for Christmas with
Promises
Carols, Songs and
Readings
24th
5.00pm
7.00pm
25th
9.30am
28th
10.00am

♫ Helen
Media:
Phil Holmes
♫ Hedley
Media:
Alan Bloor
Media:
Tim Symonds

♫ Tim Symonds
with Sue Annable
on Keyboard

Media:
Barrie DuBoulay
Rev Sue McKenzie
♫ Tom and Karen
Preparing for Christmas with with Helen
Praise Luke 2:8 - 20
Media:
All Age
Tim Symonds
Carols around the village
Rev Sue McKenzie
♫ Debbie
Glory!
John 1: 1-14
Media:
A Celebration for all ages
Tim Symonds
Invitation to Worship
♫ Viv
All Age Service.
Media:
Led by Elders
Dave Smith
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VESTRY
th

7
14th
21st
24th
25th
28th
th

7
14th
21st
28th

Mary
Dave L
Tim
Elders
Elders
Trevor

HOLY
COMMUNION

CRECHE

Rachel and Linda
Hilary and Ruth
Lewis and Hily
Not required
Not required
Catherine and Suzie

Phil

COFFEE
Dave & Hilary
Sue LB & Hily
Kay B & Jean C
Judith & Friend

FLOWER ROTA
Mr & Mrs D, Brooks
Mrs J. Fauknall
Mrs B. Conlon

CTG FAIR CUPPA
4th Kay & Muriel
11th Elizabeth & Hilary
18th Barbara & Anne

WELCOME
7th John & Elaine
14th Trevor & Mary
21st Kay B & Hily
24th Sue LB & Friend
25th Joy & Peter
28th Jean & Sheila

CLEANING DETAIL
5/6th Kathy dB, Lynda H, Sue & Lewis
12/13th Dave S, Sue & Mike, Mary
19/20th Ruth, Sue LB, Judith, Jean
26/27th Linda & Tim, Kay P, Jan
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The First Christmas
Bill Brinkworth

Words to find:
angel

inn

Mary

Augustus

Jesus

Nazareth

Bethlehem

Joseph

shepherds

Emmanuel

manger

tax

26

virgin
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Prayer for the Week: 4th -10th January
This week please remember in your prayers the many
Welcomers we have in our church. Thank God for their
willingness to do this work and pray that they might say
the right thing at the right time to those who come
through our doors for the first time.

Prayer for the week: 11th – 17th January
The Prayer Life of the Church needs Prayer. Please pray
earnestly to God. (Read 1.Sam 1.9 – 17) Please ask
prayerfully to show you where and when and how you
should pray for our church and its activities.
---------------------------------------------------------------------

Prayer for the week: 18th – 24th
January
This is the time for Christian Unity. Please pray for the CtG
service and that CtG are able to demonstrate true Christian
Unity throughout our village and beyond. Pray for the
CtG representatives from the URC, that they receive
wisdom and guidance from God at all meetings they
attend.

Prayer for the week: 25th – 31st January
Please pray for the editorship of the Contact magazine
this week. Pray that God will make it really clear to
whoever He is calling into this role, that He will give
them the courage to come forward and lead this
important aspect of God’s work and witness.
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Welcome to the New Year edition
I hope you are not reading this at the beginning of December because now it's time for me to wish you all a happy new year!
Time has passed since the service at the end of November when
we explored the story of Jonah, and the two Greek words for
time - chronos, which is measured time, such as minutes, hours,
days and centuries, and kairos, which is opportune time, the
moment to take hold of and make something of, and often this
is the moment when we are conscious of God prompting us to
do or notice something.
Time, however we count it, is a God-given gift; we are called to
be good stewards of time, making every minute count, and
investing time in the things that really matter. But as we noted
at that same service, we have a tendency to procrastinate - to
put off doing the things that we know need doing. For some,
New Year resolutions are a way to get going on something you
have been putting off, but it never quite worked for me!
As we begin this new year of 2015, my prayer is that we learn
more and more to recognise those God-opportunity 'kairosmoments', and become more and more confident in acting on
them. 'The Message' version of the Bible translates Luke 9:62
as 'No procrastination. No backward looks. You can't put God's
kingdom off until tomorrow. Seize the day.'
Now maybe that's a good New Year's resolution!
Greetings in Christ,
Sue
<><
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TRAINING OPPORTUNITY for those in youth
and children's ministry
East Midlands Synod are holding core skills training for
children’s and youth leaders in 2015, the course is taking
place over 4 sessions being held at
Loughborough URC from 10am – 1pm on: Saturday 14th
March, Saturday 18th April, Saturday 9th May, Saturday
13th June.
For more information contact Jane Henderson:
ycdw@urc5.org.uk or to book contact Hannah Bones:
trainingpa@urc5.org.uk

Safeguarding Training in East Midlands Synod
7 February 2015 - 10:00am - 2:00pm
Venue in Nottingham to be confirmed
28 February 2015 - 10:00am - 4:00pm
Wellingborough URC
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From your Church Family
Joshua Lomas will be 16 on 7th January

An opportunity to spend time together talking to
God about our Church on a Tuesday evening
PRAYERS FOR OUR CHURCH
ONCE A MONTH at 7.30pm
One hour of prayer led by Elders

Tuesday 20th January
Everyone welcome and everyone important
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DATES FOR YOUR JANUARY DIARY

Friday 2nd

6.00 –
8.30pm

Tanzanian Experience
(see P.35)

Thursday 8th

7.00pm

Film & Food for Fellas (see P.7)

Tuesday 13th

7.30pm

Elders’ Meeting

Thursday 15th

7.30pm

CTG Meeting

Monday 19th

7.45pm

Y.Church Leaders meeting

Tuesday 20th

7.00pm

Prayers for the Church -TTGT

Saturday 24th

8.00am

CTG Prayer Breakfast

Saturday 24th

6.00 –
8.00pm

New Year Party (see P.27)

Tuesday 27th

7.30pm

Church Meeting
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JANUARY TEACHING & WORSHIP
PROGRAMME

4th
10.00am

Rev Sue McKenzie

♫ Tom

‘Believe it!’ Big
Truths About God’

Media:

Spirit & Church: God Chris Down
Sends
Matthew 28: 16-28
Acts 1 :8
11th
10.00am

Samantha Aspinall
‘Believe it!’ Big
Truths About God’

♫ Tim Symonds
and Helen on
Keyboard

Consummation: God
Media:
Wins
Mark Hiscocks
Matthew 24: 29-44
18th
10.00am

♫ Viv
CTG Service for
week of prayer for
Christian Unity

th

25
10.00am

Rev Sue McKenzie
with Sam Aspinall
All Age Service

Media:
Phil Holmes
♫ Dave Lomas
Media:
Barry DuBoulay
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VESTRY

HOLY
COMMUNION

4th
11th
18th
25th

David H
Dave S
Phil
Kathy

Rachel and Linda
Kathy (date tbc) Hilary and Ruth
Lewis and Hily
Catherine and Suzie

4th
11th
18th
25th

COFFEE
Pat C & Mary P
Jan & Kathy dB
Ann T & Barbara C
Dave & Hilary

FLOWER ROTA
Rota not yet available.
Please see notice board
for details.

CTG FAIR CUPPA
8th
Rota not yet available.
15th
nd Please see notice board
22
for details.
29th

rd

2/3

CRECHE

WELCOME
4th Hiscock Family
11th Moira & Jim
18th Anne & Barbara L
25th Joy & Peter

CLEANING DETAIL
Linda & Tim, Kay P, Jan

9/10th Pat C, Kay B, Joy & Peter
16/17th Jeanette & Barrie, Anne, Hilary
23/24th Kathy dB, Lynda H, Sue & Lewis
30/31st Dave S, Sue & Mike (Help wanted)
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A Tanzanian Experience
Friday 2nd January
6.00 – 8.30pm
with a presentation at 7.15pm

at Groby URC
Drop in anytime and experience
the sights, sounds and tastes of
Tanzania
and find out more about the
people who live there.
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Groby United Reformed Church
LE6 OFE

Minister:
Revd Sue McKenzie
Tel: 0116 232 1733
E-mail suemcken@gmail.com

Secretarial Team:
Mr Phil Holmes
Tel: 0116 2253335

email;maxmellhouse@hotmail.com

Youth Worker:
Ruth Cross
Tel: 07759 087804

email:ruth.cross@outlook.com

Mr. Peter Russell
Tel: 0116 299 6164
Hall Lettings: Mrs K Peel Tel: 07510191182
Groby URC is a member of the Evangelical Alliance UK.
Groby URC website: www.grobyurc.com

Sunday Worship
10am: Morning Worship: All Age with Y.church (children’s session)
Holy Communion as announced. Babies and toddlers can be
cared for on Sunday mornings.
The church building has a loop hearing system, wheelchair
access, a toilet for the disabled & baby nappy-changing facilities.
Home Groups: Wed & Thurs evenings – see an elder for details.

Weekday Activities:
Monday: 9.30-11.30am
Noah’s Ark Club for toddlers and families.
Monday:
Urban Saints*:
After school to 4.45pm
Quest (boys and girls in reception and years 1, 2 and 3)
6.30-7.30pm
Genesis (boys and girls in years 4, 5 and 6)
7.45-9.00pm
Rock Solid (young people in years 7, 8 and 9)
Wednesday: 7.30-9.00pm
Revelation (young people in years 10, 11, 12 and 13)
Thursday :
10.30-12.00 Noon Fair Cuppa* at Groby Village Hall.
Friday
9.30-11.30am
CATCH* Coffee and chat (in term-time)
Friday:
7.30-9.30pm
Gap* (young people in years 10. 11. 12 & 13)
Saturday:
8.00-9.00am
Prayers in the church hall for everyone

*These events come under Churches Together in Groby
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