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Prayer for the Week

1st  7th March: Women's World Day of Prayer on
Friday 6th is prepared by the women of the Bahamas.
Please pray for all of those taking part in our CtG service
and especially for Judith who is the representative for our
church as they plan, rehearse and deliver the material. Pray that
those who attend will be touched by God as they hear about the work
of the churches in the Bahamas.

8th  14th March: We are in the midst of our Lent course led by
Dr. John Burgess. Please pray for John as he leads and for those
who attend, that they will hear when God speaks to them and
especially that they will act on what God has said.

15th  21st March: Peter and parts of Acts will be with us for some
time during the Sunday morning services. Please pray for us
listeners to have a high expectation and a willingness to live out the
message daily within and outside our church. Please pray for visible
spiritual fruits.

22nd  28th March: Praise God for Linda Symonds, our new
treasurer. Linda’s prayer request is to get familiar with figures and
the computer system. Please ask God to reward her dedication with
a tangible blessing. Bring to God the givers of money as well, that
they will be generous in supporting the work of the Church .

29th March  4th April: Please pray for the events during Holy
Week, particularly for the Maundy Thursday Communion Service.
Ask God how you can become involved and rededicate yourself to
Him in this most special week of the year. Pray for all

 Ruth Ivens
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This event is all about bringing a little bit of sunshine and
laughter to your life.

Hosted by bestselling author Rob Parsons, and featuring
comedian John Archer, this is a perfect event for your friends,
family and anybody who would appreciate a little … sunshine.

All Nations Centre, Wednesday 4th March 2015
 Dave Lomas

TALKING TO GOD

An opportunity to spend time together talking to
God about our Church on a Tuesday evening

ONCE A MONTH at 7.30pm
One hour of prayer led by Elders

DATE – TUESDAY 17 MARCH 15

Everyone welcome and everyone important
 Kathy Dubulay
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BIBLE ENCOUNTER
First of all we would like to thank all who continue
to take Daily Bible Reading Books. It is surprising
how we find ourselves searching through the
different books of the Bible which we would not normally look
at and finding nuggets of information to treasure. Sometimes it
points to things happening in our own lives which we can
change or take comfort from, or the Writers explain a familiar
passage coming from a different angle.

So why not join us reading from one of the several books we
have knowing that others in the Church are reading the
Scriptures and growing closer to God. It also gives us a
prayer focus There are readings from Lamentations 3:24~33
to Romans 8:28

There are usually back copies to browse through in the
bookcase at the back of the church or just speak to us.
God Bless,

 Barbara Lomas and Kay Blick

TWEET

Nicky Gumbel (@nickygumbel)
04/02/2015 16:14
Forgiveness is an act of the will, and
the will can function regardless of the
temperature of the heart.

 Corrie ten Boom
 Rachel Hiscocks

http://www.scriptureunion.org.uk/Shop/Biblereadingguides/164493.id
https://twitter.com/nickygumbel
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OPEN THE BOOK

So far this year we have presented ‘Joseph
the Dreamer’ and ‘Joseph the Ruler’ to the
three primary schools in Groby and for
March we are jumping into the New
Testament with a threeinone presentation
covering the Easter story.
The three stories linked will take the children through ‘An
Important Meal’ (Jesus’ last meal with His friends), ‘A Dreadful
Day’ (Jesus’ arrest and death) and ‘A Happy Day’ (Jesus alive).
The presentations in March are on the 12th and 19th – please
pray for that God will speak to the children through the stories
presented. Please also pray for the extended team involved in
preparing and delivering the threeinone presentation, which
will be the most challenging the team has attempted.
To find out more about this important work please see either
Lynda Hawkes or David Harrup from the Open the Book team.

7.15pm Sunday 22nd March

An evening service foucusing on encounters with God.
Isaiah 52 verse 7

 Karen Harrup
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LENT 2015
A series of Bible talks, and opportunities

for discussion, using material produced by
Churches Together in Britain and Ireland

Thursday evenings at 7.30pm at the URC
Led by Revd Dr John Burgess

URC minister, training officer and coordinator of lay training
course: ‘Training for Learning and Service’

26th February ‘Into the Wilderness’
12th March ‘The Law revives us’
26th March ‘We wish to see Jesus’

A time of prayer each evening will be focussed
around Christians of the Middle East—who are they,

what issues do they face?

Home Groups are encouraged to use
the material in the intervening weeks
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Mary Stait at Rehema, Tanzania
Firstly, thank you for your prayers for Deb
and for our safe travel. Deb and I were
able to travel together and we arrived
safely over a month ago now! Although,
so much has happened that it feels like
I’ve been here much longer than that and
yet the time has flown by that I can’t
believe it’s been a month already.

The women I work with are amazing and made me feel really
welcome from the very first day. My working life here is very different
from my UK working life, e.g. before we open the café to customers
we share morning devotions, with a Bible reading, prayers and songs
of praise sung in Swahili. They sing with such joy that you can’t help
but smile and you get the sense that God is smiling too. A lot of their
songs also have actions, so it’s great fun and a real blessing to share
this time together praising our awesome God. You can watch an
example of this at:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/
Rehemacafe/270768116275402

And God has been truly awesome. There
have been (and still are) lots of challenges, but I know He is by my
side every step of the way and your prayers are a constant support.
The challenges include dealing with the practical daytoday issues,
such as deciding menus and menu holders, changing door locks,
sorting water leaks and arranging general repairs to chairs and
equipment as well as the strategic decisions, such as marketing,
human resource and finance. For those of you who know me well,
you will recognise that I have also faced some technical challenges,
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as I’m now a daily user of the Rehema Facebook page!
Part of the Rehema project also includes the building of a Spa, with
an office at the back, which I am impatient for, as I am currently to be
found sitting in the café most days with my laptop and accounts
books! The building has been in development for several months
now and this week work started on the roof! At the moment we offer
pedicures and manicures at the back of the workshop, but this will
move to the new building once it is finished, which I hope will be
before I return to the UK. It all depends on cash flow!

There are many aspects to the project and one important area of
work is to provide financial assistance to women who need help,
either because they are in particularly difficult circumstances at that
time, or because they want to develop a means of earning money to
support their families. We are currently training one woman to sew
and GoMAD volunteers have bought her a sewing machine, so that
she will ultimately be able to make and sell clothes. We have a
close association with GoMAD, so I often get to see Deb, even if
only for a few minutes at lunchtime when she pops in while the team
are eating their daily meal of rice and beans at the hostel next door.
Deb is well and sends her love to everyone. I’m spending a
weekend with her, as our Women’s Bible Study Group has a
weekend away at a beautiful place called ‘Serenity on the Lake’ (so
it’s not all hard work and hardship!). Other news is that, having
spent the first four weeks of my stay here living in a room at the
hostel, Jess and Natalie, who also currently work at Rehema and
who are also part of our Bible Study group, invited me to move into a
spare room at their house, so now I’m not on living on my own,
which is good. Another blessing is that it’s in the same compound as
Eagle Lodge where Deb lives, so I’ll get to see her a little bit more
often. God is truly gracious. Thank you again for your prayers and
please continue to pray for the work here and the women we employ
and support through the project.
Mungu akubariki (God bless you) Mary <><
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TEACHING & WORSHIP PROGRAMME

Real Life, Real Issues: inspiration from the life of Simon Peter

Peter's story through parts of the Gospels and Acts, and then
the letters of 1 and 2 Peter.  Sue Mckenzie

1st March 15
10am Rev. Sue Mckenzie Elder: Dave Smith

All Age Sevice + David Harrup (C)
with Communion

8th March 15
10am Rev Sue Mckenzie Elder: Phil Holmes

"Home Truths"
Matthew 16:1316, 2128

15th March 15
10am David Harrup Elder: Kathy Dubulay

"Seeing Potrntial"
Matthew 16:1720

22nd March 15
10am Samantha Aspinall Elder: Dave Lomas

"Failure"
Mark 14:2772

7.15pm Encounter Sevice
Karen Harrup

29th March 15, Palm Sunday
10am Rev Sue Mckenzie Elder: Tim Symonds

All Age Service
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HELPING HANDS MARCH 2015

WORSHIP
Lewis McKenzie

1st Helen Fracchia
8th Dave Lomas
15th Sue Annable
22nd Tim Symonds
29th Tom George

CRECHE
Lynda Symonds

1st Rachel and Linda
8th Hilary and Ruth
15th Lewis and Hily
22nd Catherine and Suzie
29th Jacquie and Linda

COFFEE
Joy Russell

1st Jan & Kathy dB
8th Ann T & Barbara C
15th Dave & Hilary
22nd Kay B & Kay P
29th Sue LB & Hily

FLOWERS
Barbara Conlon

1st Mr. & Mrs. J. Mee
8th Mrs. A. Dunn
15th Mrs. J. Mansfield
22nd Mr. & Mrs. D. Harrup
29th Mr. & Mrs. R. Brandon

WELCOME
Joy Russell

1st Jean & Sheila
8th Hiscocks Family
15th Moira & Jim
22nd Anne B & Barbara L
29th Joy & Peter

CLEANING
Mary Stait

6/7th Kathy dB, Lynda H, Sue & Lewis
13/14th Dave S, Sue & Mike (Help needed)
20/21st Ruth, Sue LB, Judith, Jean
27/28th Linda & Tim, Kay P, Jan

MEDIA
Tim Symmonds

1st Phil Homes
8th Barrie DuBoulay
15th Matthew Hiscocks
22nd Dave Smith
29th Phil Homes
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WE WANT TO SEE JESUS LIFTED HIGH!
Update from Kevan Hall

As I write this, three months have passed since Wendy and I left
GURC and I must say it’s been an odd three months.
Whilst we have felt drawn toward church planting/pioneering for
many years both individually and now together, I don’t think that
either of us expected things to turn out quite as they have.
Not meeting with you all has felt very odd indeed. You have
been my family for the last fourteen years or so. You have
prayed for me, cared for me, nurtured me, held me, laughed
and cried with me. You’ve put up with my foibles and graciously
allowed me to lead as an elder and as a preacher.

But here we are three months down the line.
We continue meeting weekly with Gary and Fiona (and usually
their daughter Elizabeth) to worship, pray and listen to what the
Lord is saying.

On Sunday 8th Feb we had our first open prayer meeting with
some of those who have expressed a desire to support us in
prayer. Currently we intend to hold these on a monthly basis in
our home. In conversation, Gary and I had thought that we
would do well if two or three came to pray with us, but there
were twelve of us in total, praise God! It was an exciting and
inspirational time of prayer and reflection, and it very affirming.

The working name for our church is ‘New Life Church’ and we
think that we will meet on Sunday afternoons (probably 4.30pm)
for our main weekly gathering. We hope that this will be on the
southern, ‘new’ side of the village although we have yet to
secure a venue for this. I suppose the big question is ‘when’



11

FILM & FOOD
FOR FELLAS

THURS 5th March 7.00PM
BRING OR INVITE A FRIEND

 David Harrup

and to be honest we’re not sure, we don’t want to run before
we can walk, and we want to do all things in the Lord’s time.

We are asking God for big things, believing that in Christ, all
things are possible! ‘We want to see Jesus lifted high’ as the
song says, not by just a few, but by many.
We want to see God’s kingdom coming, to see lives
transformed, relationships restored, real blessings from God
upon our village, our churches and our surroundings.

Please pray for us and for the Lord’s blessings upon our
village.

Yours, in Jesus, Kevan

Our Prayer Box
Team meets every
Tuesday – please
complete a prayer
card and place it in
the box at the back
of the church.  David Harrup
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Roberto Fracchia 2 years 28th March

Sue Lawrence Brooks



13

Chocolate Krispie Cakes
(using cocoa)

During Fairtrade fortnight this year, we are
encouraging community groups here is
Groby to share a Fairtrade cuppa and a slice
of chocolate cake. We have provided suggested
recipes for the groups to use which include brownies and
cupcakes, which I have given the recipes for in previous
editions of Contact. The other recipe we have given out is for
Krispie cakes, which are ideal to make with little ones. So
here's the Krispie cake recipe which uses Fairtrade cocoa,
which is one of the ingredients which the Fairtrade Foundation
are encouraging us to focus on this year.

Ingredients

3 cups Rice Krispies ( use a small mug)
4 tbsp Fairtrade golden syrup (e.g. Crazy Jack or available
from the Just Shop)
1 tbsp Fairtrade sugar
1 tbsp butter (or margarine)
1tsp Fairtrade cocoa powder
few drops of Fairtrade vanilla essence

Method

Put syrup, sugar and butter/marg and cocoa powder into a pan,
melt (stirring) until everything is smooth and chocolatey.
Remove from heat, add essence and Krispies.
Mix well and divide mixture between 12 cake cases in a bun tin.
Put in the fridge to set.

This recipe also dovetails with our concern for human trafficking
in the cocoa industry.  Catherine Ward
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Dates for your March Diary

Thurs 5 March 15 Film & Food

Fri 6 March 15 Womens world day of Prayer

Thurs 12 March 15 CTG Lent Study

Sun 15th March 15 Mother's Day Tea

Tues 17 March 15 Talking to God

Sun 22 March 15 Encounter Worship

Thurs 26 March 15 CTG Lent Study

APRIL 2015 CONTACT

Next Deadline 22 March 2015

Please submit articles to me by the above date, preferred
via email.

This magazine is also avaiable at grobyurc.com. If you
would like to be added or removed from the paper copy
distribution list please let me know.

 Mark Hiscocks, hiscocksm@gmail.com
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LENT STUDY GROUP
Using the material produced by Churches

Together in Britain and Ireland. To
complement the Bible Talks.

Thursday evenings, 7.30pm at
52 Highfield Road

5th March ‘Covenant with Abraham,
Sarah and us’.

19th March ‘Questioning, Rebellion,
Redemption'.

All are welcome. Don’t worry if you are unable to go to the
‘Lent Bible Talks’ as well. These two sessions are to explore
the other material produced by Churches Together which are
not covered in the three talks. Following the same theme of
journeying through Lent alongside Christians of the Middle
East.

 Samantha Aspinall
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This is a joint service with St. Philip and St. James, and this
year is prepared by the Christian women of the Bahamas.
The Bahamas is overwhelmingly Christian and has been
since 1647 when a group of English Puritans from Bermuda
in search of religious freedom, settled on the island of
Citagoo, which was renamed Eleuthera, meaning ‘freedom’.
Today the churches are impacting on the Bahamas in
practical ways, including running drug rehabilitation centres,
working with people with H.I.V. and Aids, and numerous
social and street programmes.
This is a date for your diary and we’d really appreciate your
support (Women or Men).

 Judith Robinson





Groby United Reformed Church
member: Evangelical Alliance UK
www.grobyurc.com, LE6 OFE

Weekly Activities:
Monday: 9.3011.30am Noah’s Ark Club for toddlers and families.

6.307.30pm Genesis* (children in years 46)

7.459.00pm Rock Solid* (young people in years 79)

Wednesday: 7.309.00pm Revelation*(teenagers, years 1013)

Thursday: 10.3012.00am Fair Cuppa* at Groby Village Hall.

Friday: 9.3011.30am CATCH* Coffee and chat (in termtime)

7.309.30pm Gap* (young people in years 1013)

Saturday: 8.009.00am Prayers, all welcome

*These activities are run jointly with St. Philip & St. James Church as part of

'Churches Together in Groby'

Contacts:
Minister: Rev'd Sue McKenzie 0116 232 1733

suemcken@gmail.com

Student Minister: Samantha Aspinall 07738971174

s_aspinall@hotmail.co.uk

Youth Worker: Ruth Cross 07759 087804

ruth.cross@outlook.com

Secretarial Team: Phil Holmes 0116 2253335

maxmellhouse@hotmail.com

Peter Russell 0116 299 6164

Hall Lettings: Kay Peel 07510191182

Sunday Morning Worship (10am)
All Age with Y.church (children’s session) Holy Communion as announced.

Babies and toddlers can be cared for on Sunday mornings. The church

building has a loop hearing system, wheelchair access, a toilet for the

disabled & baby nappychanging facilities.

Home Groups: Wed & Thurs evenings – see an elder for details.

www.grobyurc.com



