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PRAYER FOR THE WEEK
3RD  9TH MAY 15
The EXAM season has started, and our young
people find themselves under great pressure to pass
these exams. Please pray for them, please bring
their names to God and support them in this way. Please pray
for their future, that they can see God leading them through
tough and good times.

10TH  16TH MAY 15
Please pray for your own prayer life. Please spend some time
reflecting on how and when and where you pray. Prayer and
reading the Bible will transform many things. Please pray for it
to happen in your life. Why not share prayer with other folks?

17TH  23RD MAY 15
Please pray this week for the upcoming Pentecost service. Pray
that many in Groby will be touched by the Holy Spirit as we
celebrate the birth of the Church. Pray that our CtG service will
be a good witness to those in the village who do not attend a
church and that they will feel the touch of God as a result.

24TH  30TH MAY 15
This week we are praying for Y church, both for those children
who attend and for the leaders. Please thank God for those
who give up their time faithfully to teach our young people every
week and ask Him to richly bless them in their work. Pray also
for the young people, that they will grow closer to God as they
learn more about Him and that they will one day dedicate their
lives to Him

31ST MAY  6TH JUNE 15
Sam has been with us for several months and we are all sorry
to see her moving on. At this moment Sam is still unsure where
God has a ministry ready for her. Praise God for Sam’s
dedicated life and service. Please pray for God’s blessing on
her life, for his guidance in all aspects of her personal and
working life.  Ruth Ivens
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WELCOME FROM OUR
STUDENT MINISTER

EASTER PEOPLE

Yes I know it is the beginning of May and Easter Sunday was
the beginning of April, but Easter is a season that takes us
through to Pentecost (end of May).

But on the other hand Easter is an all year round celebration.
We are Easter people living in the light of Jesus Christ’s
resurrection. So why do we only celebrate Easter once a year
and for what seems like only one day?

We have been tracking the life of Peter throughout the Gospels,
exploring discipleship from one person’s perspective. May, will
see us move on to Peter’s experience of discipleship in the
book of Acts, and a change of pace. He moves from being
nervous, unprepared, lacking in faith and trust in God – to a
faithful, confident, trusting evangelist.

What was the moment of transition for Peter? Depending on
which Gospel you read might give you a different answer; in
John’s Gospel Peter’s relationship with Christ begins to be re
establishing with his encounter on the beach. His threetime
denial turns into a threetime confession of love. Or is it
Pentecost which becomes his epiphany moment; receiving the
Holy Spirit; finally all the pieces fall into place and Jesus’
promise of an advocate becomes a reality – he no longer feels
alone.

He never was alone, it is quite easy to read his story and think
most of the time the whole world rested on his shoulders, it was
only him and Jesus. This was not the case – what about the
other 11 disciples surely they had as much responsibility… and
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when Jesus sent them off earlier on in the Gospel’s – they
where sent out in pairs!!

Is the same not true for us too? We are not on our own in
discipleship. We are a part of a congregation. We are a part of
the Body of Christ, which extends far wider than we can ever
imagine. And yet we try so often to take everything on our own
shoulders. We try and prove our own faithfulness and worth by
keeping going, taking on the whole responsibility for ourselves.

We are Easter people living in the light of the Resurrection,
called and sent out not on our own, but in the presence of the
Holy Spirit and the companionship of each other. May we not
forget the power of Easter, and journey forward in faith towards
Pentecost open to the movement of God’s Spirit.

“HOW GOOD AND PLEASANT IT IS, WHEN GOD’S
PEOPLE LIVE TOGETHER IN UNITY!” Psalm 133.1

Blessings,
 Sam Aspinall

7.15pm on Sunday 24th May – Pentecost

An evening of praise and worship based upon
Psalm 51vs1012.
Sam Aspinall will share with us her ‘encounter’ with God.

 Karen Harrup
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TWEET

Gerard Kelly (@twitturgies)
16/04/2015 13:19

YOU DON'T BLAME ME FOR MY BROKENESS GOD,
BUT NOR DO YOU TURN A BLIND EYE. INSTEAD YOU
SEE THE WORST OF ME AND HOLD OUT HEALING

 Rachel Hiscocks

SUMMARY ELDER’S MEETING
Tuesday 14th April

During a time of devotions led by Tim, Elders were reminded of the
Lord’s desire to have us serve willingly with a servant heart (Is. 6:8)

Elders were updated on the exciting but challenging developments in
the work of Extend, the sale of the church organ, and the loft storage
reorganisation.

Ideas on new initiatives, currently at a very early stage, from Mission
Shaped Ministry course attendees from both churches were briefly
explained

There was also news relating to the week of prayer which is now in
the Church diary for week beginning 7th September.

The work of pastoral care and prayer continues to feature on the
agenda for discussion, and the draft agenda for the upcoming church
meeting at the end of April was updated and agreed.

Plans are underway to use DVD material from ‘Fruitfulness on the
Front line’ within a small group setting led by elders and to start in
January.

Ongoing discussions were held about a booklet from Synod called
‘What is the Spirit Saying’. News of our church family were shared
and prayed for.

 Kathy Du Boulay
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OPEN THE BOOK

After a break in April we have two
more presentations to do to each
school before the summer
holidays.

In June we will be presenting
‘Storm on the Lake’, but before
then in May we present ‘Down through the Roof’ on Thursdays
14th and 21st.

The prayer at the end of the May presentations start –
DEAR GOD, THANK YOU FOR THE PEOPLE WHO
TOOK THEIR FRIEND TO SEE JESUS
and finishes
AND WHEN WE DO THINGS WRONG, PLEASE HELP
US TO PUT THINGS RIGHT. AMEN.

There are two powerful messages here for us too. As
Christians we should always be looking to right wrongs and
should take every opportunity to bring our friends to Jesus.

Please pray for God’s Word as it is taken into the primary
schools through Open the Book – may the children see, hear
and understand more about God’s love for them.

To find out more about this important work please see either
Lynda Hawkes or myself from the Open the Book team.

 David Harrup
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PRAYER IDEA
The election seems to have taken centre
stage on news bulletins for weeks now,
and it is all too easy to switch off.
Perhaps when switching off, we could at that point, take a
moment to pray for all those who are engaged in this process.

From the URC website: “A recent poll suggests there’s been a
massive erosion of trust in politicians in recent years, making it
more important than ever that people of faith to engage though
politics and challenge candidates and parties about their
commitment to truthtelling, keeping their promises and holding
themselves accountable. We’re encouraging voters to ask
candidates what their party would do to ensure that there is
honesty and integrity within places which exercise power in our
country – in the worlds of business, finance, the unions, politics
and the media, for example.” (Dr Andrew Bradstock, the United
Reformed Church’s Secretary for Church and Society)

The website of the Evangelical Alliance: www.eauk.org has
plenty of information, and I found Tom Wright's reflection there
helpful:
http://election2015.eauk.org/news/tom
wrightonwhetherjesuswould
vote.cfm
or try the website of the Joint Public
Issues Team:
www.jointpublicissues.org.uk
which is a working group of the Baptist Union of Great Britain,
the Methodist Church, the United Reformed Church and the
Church of Scotland, helping churches work together on issues
of justice and inequality.

 Sue Mckenzie
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NEWS THE BONSALL CAMP REUNION:
During the second week of the Easter holidays, Rock Solid
group had a Bonsall reunion sleepover. This was a great way
to reminisce about lots of fantastic Bonsall memories and look
forward to Bonsall camp this summer. The two days were
packed full of activities; swimming and walking to Bradgate,
Wide games, teaching and worship, a huge camp fire, a
rounders game and a barbecue! We camped over night at the
Old Hall in their back garden, which was a perfect space for
playing a game of ‘Fresh’ (a team game that involves trying to
make it to the other side of the field without getting caught).

The weather was amazing so warm and sunny, meaning we
could really enjoy being outside and together. It was fantastic
to spend time with the young people encouraging them to
remember what they learnt about God at Bonsall and see the
friendships made at Bonsall continue to grow.

 Charlie & Matt Hiscocks
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FUNDRAISING  GO MAD TANZANIA
THANK YOU SO MUCH! :

I would just like to say a huge thank you to everyone who has
donated to my fundraising for my trip to GoMAD in the
summer. I have so far raised over £800! so thank you so much
for all your generosity, it’s so much appreciated.

In 2010, I visited a Zambian hospital and realised that I have a
deep compassion for people that live in such poverty and have
so little. I believe that during my trip to Tanzania this summer I’ll
gain an experience of building relationships with local people
and making a positive difference to their lives. I’m hoping to
spend time with patients in the local hospital, helping them to
get to hospital and supporting them when they are there. I’ll
also be very involved in the children’s work in the local schools
that GoMAD volunteers go into. I’ll be teaching some of the
poorest children there about health and hygiene and playing
games and running bible studies with them. I am so grateful to
God for the opportunity to volunteer in the summer with Go
MAD and am really excited for all the opportunities that it holds.

FURTHER FUNDRAISING  REFRESHMENTS FOR
CYCLISTS

I’ll be at the church cycle ride at Rutland Water to encourage
you along with some refreshments  sandwiches and cakes!
Suggested donation £2 a sandwich and please speak to me
(charlie.hiscocks@gmail.com 07549138809) by the 5 May to
preorder them for collection on the day.

 Charlie Hiscocks



8

CHATTABOX
TO PARENTS / GUARDIANS

Churches together in Groby have
been running a children’s club on a
Monday evening since 1992. We
run this in partnership with the Urban Saints movement, who are a
nationwide Christian Youth Organisation. They provide resource
materials, public liability insurance and child prtection checks and
policies. See www.urbansaints.org. All leaders hold current DBS child
protection certificates where required. We are relaunching our
regular Monday evening club for primary school children years 3 to 6,
after a very successful Chattabox Holiday Club.

The name of the club is changing to Chattabox, giving us a
consistent brand name that children and parents in the village
recognise. We are also changing the time we meet to a slightly
earlier time, to help with the younger aged children. We do hope to
relaunch the younger age group possibly after Easter. We will be
flexible and consider younger age children, particularly where older
siblings are coming along.

We do lots of different fun activities, socials and outings. We have
held the weekly subscription cost of 50p for the last 15 years,but
must now increase that cost to 75p per week from the summer term
and then to £1 from September. This can be paid weekly or for the
whole term. With your consent, where you are a taxpayer, we can
claim gift aid on this subscription, which will help us to resource the
work. All of the leaders do this work voluntarily, but we are looking to
employ part time children’s and family worker to help the churches
with this work. This will be funded by donations from Church
members and a grant from the Leicester Diocese. We run a tuck
shop, which aims to recover it’s own cost and we suggest a
maximum spend of 25p per week.

Thank you for allowing your children to come to Chattabox and we do
hope they will be able to come on a Monday evening

 Ruth Cross
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TEACHING & WORSHIP
PROGRAMME

REAL LIFE, REAL ISSUES:
INSPIRATION FROM THE LIFE OF SIMON PETER

Peter's story through parts of the Gospels and Acts, and then
the letters of 1 and 2 Peter.  Sue Mckenzie

3RD MAY 15
10am Rev Sue McKenzie Elder: Kathy Du Boulay

‘Finding Your Voice’ Phil Holmes (C)
Acts 2: 14 – 41
Communion

10TH MAY 15
10am CTG Service (Elder: Dave Lomas)

at St. P & J
Christian Aid

17TH MAY 15
10am Samantha Aspinall Elder: Tim Symonds

‘Confidence’
Acts 3: 1  10

24TH MAY 15  PENTECOST
10am Rev Sue McKenzie Elder: Trevor Pringle

All Age Service

7.15pm Encounter

31ST MAY 15
10am Rev Sue McKenzie Elder: David Harrup

‘Courage'
Acts 4: 1 – 31
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HELPING HANDS MAY 2015

WORSHIP
Lewis Mckenzie
3rd Sue Annable
10th N/A
17th Debbie
24th Hedley
31st Helen

CRECHE
Lynda Symonds
3rd Rachel and Linda
10th N/A
17th Lewis and Hily
24th Catherine and Suzie
31st Jacquie and Linda

COFFEE
Joy Russell
3rd Dave & Hilary
10th N/A
17th Sue LB & Hily
24th Judith & Anne B
31st Pat C & Mary P

FLOWERS
Barbara Conlon
3rd Mr. & Mrs. D. Brooks
10th N/A
17th Mr. & Mrs. B. McNeil
24th Mr. & Mrs. C. Down
31st Mr. & Mrs. T. Pringle

WELCOME
Joy Russell
3rd Jean & Sheila
10th N/A
17th Moira & Jim
24th Anne & Barbara L
31st John & Elaine

CLEANING
Mary Stait
1/2nd Ruth, Sue LB, Judith, (help wanted)
8/9th Linda & Tim, Kay P, Jan
15/16th Pat C, Kay B, Joy & Peter
22/23rd Jeanette & Barrie, Anne, Hilary
29/30th Kathy dB, Lynda H, Sue & Lewis

MEDIA
Tim Symmonds
3rd Tim Symonds
10th N/A
17th Mark Hiscocks
24th Barrie DuBoulay
31st Matthew Hiscocks
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GAP YOUTH GROUP
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Gap is a youth group that runs every Friday during term
time for ages 15 18 and is part of the work of Extend.

Gap's main role is to work with young people who are on the
edge of church and seeks to build relationships with the young
people who come.

Over the past term we have been overwhelmed by the number
of new young people who have started to attend. This has been
a huge answer to prayer but the group is now very much in
need of more volunteers.

If you would like to know more about the group or would like to
volunteer (it doesn’t have to be every week!) then please get in
touch with either myself Ruth Cross on 07759087804 or Phil
Homes on maxwellhouse@gmail.com .

 Ruth Cross

'GOOD BYE' TO SAMANTHA
ASPINALL

BRING AND SHARE LUNCH

Sunday 31st May, after Sunday worship

Sam is coming to the end of her time with us in Groby  those 9
months have gone awfully fast! We want to say thank you to
her as a church fellowship and to pray with and for her as she
moves on to serve God elsewhere.

 Sue Mckenzie
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WEDNESDAY MORNING HOME GROUP
We would love some more people to join us for good
conversation about the Bible, faith and life, and for prayer and
friendship. Meetings are held fortnightly, at the home of
Christina Ring, led usually by me, but everyone contributes.

Beginning on May 6th, we are looking at 'ENCOUNTERS IN
MARK'S GOSPEL'. Jesus meets many different people  how
are they changed by that experience and what insights can we
gain for our own lives as disciples from what we find?

Wed 6th May Jesus and the fishermen Mark 1: 1620
Wed 20th May Jesus and the leper Mark 1: 4045
Wed 3rd June Jesus and his family Mark 3: 1921, 3135
Wed 17th June Jesus and a nameless woman Mark 5: 2534
Wed 1st July Jesus and a Gentile woman Mark 7: 2430

Please get in touch with me if you would be interested in coming
along. Tel: 232 1733, suemcken@gmail.com

 Sue Mckenzie
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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK
2015

I KNOW THAT THE LORD
SECURES JUSTICE FOR THE
POOR AND UPHOLDS THE CAUSE
OF THE NEEDY. Psalm 140:12

Loko is responsible for a family of eight and struggles to feed
them all. Gathering and chopping firewood on her own, up a
mountain, is a hard,
dangerous job that she
dreads, but it is her only
source of income.

Loko refuses to give up
hope. She prays to God as
she walks ‘I ask him to
change my life and lead us
out of this’.

You can be God’s answer to
Loko’s prayer. You can be the
hand that lifts her up when she falls:

PLEASE GIVE, ACT AND PRAY THIS CHRISTIAN AID
WEEK caweek.org

CHRISTIAN AID IN GROBY – CAN YOU HELP?

More deliverers and collectors are urgently needed! Please
consider if you can help this year. Groby URC has 54 streets
to cover. Most streets take less than 30 minutes to deliver and
about an hour to call back and collect. Last year the sun shone
every evening and it was a pleasure to walk around our village
and speak with friends, neighbours and strangers alike.

 Mary Pringle

Photo credit
Christian Aid/M GonzalezNoda
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SOCIAL EVENT
BIRD WATCHING, CYCLE AND WALK
AT RUTLAND WATER.

9th May Groby URC Church + CTG
Something for everyone.

Meeting at 10.30 am on the shores of
Rutland water, we will depart from the Car park at the Anglian
Water Bird Watching Centre Egleton (by 10.45). It is well sign
posted from Oakham, as ‘Egleton Reserve visitors centre’ or
from the A47 at Uppingham on the A6003.

Some of us will cycle round the reservoir and others will do a
loop walk around the peninsula at Hambleton. We’ll all meet for
lunch at the Finch’s Arms in Hambleton (drink purchase and
toilet stop). Please bring a waterproof and a packed lunch. Or
book your meal at the Finch’s Arms.

I’d like to have some idea of numbers coming so please email
me on lewmck@gmail.com or telephone 01162 321733, by
09.00am on the day (if you want to wait to see what the
weather forecast is before you decide!)

Looking forward to seeing you there. If you need transport for
your bike/yourself then let me know too (but 24hrs earlier than
the day)

 Lewis Mckenzie
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BIRTHDAYS

Happy Birthday, and may the Lord bless you:

LUKE PATTISON 16 years 13th May 15
ALICE PATTISON 16 years 13th May 15
CHLOE KIRBY 9 years 28th May 15

Sue Lawrence Brooks

PRAYER BOX
Our Prayer Box Team meets
every TUESDAY – If you would
value prayer, please complete a
prayer card and place it in the box
at the back of the church.

 David Harrup

TALKING TO GOD

An opportunity to spend time together talking to
God about our Church on a Tuesday evening

ONCE A MONTH at 7.30pm
One hour of prayer led by Elders

DATE – TUESDAY 19 MAY 15

Everyone welcome and everyone important
 Kathy Du Boulay
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FAIRTRADE RECIPE
FAIRTRADE WHITE CHOCOLATE MINT MOUSSE

Fairtrade plain white chocolate is a little more difficult to find
than plain dark and milk Fairtrade chocolate but can be
bought from the Just shop, the whole food cooperative and some of
the supermarkets. This recipe is from a Nigella Lawson book and
makes 6 generous portions (it is quite rich).

INGREDIENTS:

250g FAIRTRADE white chocolate, broken into small pieces
250ml double cream
1 free range egg white
1/4 teaspoon peppermint extract
6 fresh mint leaves to decorate

METHOD:

 put the pieces of white chocolate in a heatproof bowl and sit this
bowl over a pan of simmering water until the chocolate melts, stirring
gently with a spatula every now and then. When it's melted, stand
the bowl on a cold surface to cool down a little.

 in another bowl, and using an electric handheld whisk for ease, whip
the cream, egg white and peppermint together. You want a softly
peaking rather than stiff mixture.

 put a big dollop of cream onto the slightly cooled chocolate and mix
in and then gently fold this chocolate mixture into the remaining
cream.

 divide the mixture between six small glasses or cups (with a
capacity of about 60ml each).

 chill in the fridge and then decorate each mousse with a mint leaf on
serving.

 Catherine Ward
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CAPTION COMPETITION

A FAIRTRADE PRIZE FOR
THE MOST ORIGINAL
CAPTION!

e.g. 'Headly received confussed
response from local hospital,
regarding his enquiry to become
an organ donor'  Ed.

Sunday 19th April was farewell
to the church organ, which Hedley played for the very last time
in our church. The organ was donated by the Chaplin Family in
May 1982 when the new church was commissioned. Lewis has
done his usual super salesman job on ebay and it is to travel
to Canterbury to its new home  No, not Canterbury Cathedral!!

Farewell faithful old friend  welcome to a new musical era.
Joy Russell

CHURCH SERVICE
ILLUSTRATION

Josh, Tim and Luke taking the rock /
jelly challenge Sunday19th April.

 Sarah Down
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FROM THE ARCHIVES
Back in June 2006 I decided to keep
copies of articles and photographs of
church and CTG events published by the Spotlight magazine.
Many of these items were posted in a red plastic folder, which
is now complete; the last item being the recent colour photo
montage for ‘Groby Celebrates Fair Cake & Cuppa’ March
2015.

It is thought provoking looking back on some of our activities
and outreach over the last nine years and to see how those
ideas and projects have evolved. Why not take a peek, the red
plastic folder is in the bookcase at the rear of the church.

Back in the days of yore when church
secretaries waded through dusty old
handwritten files, we became acutely
aware that our church history was
disappearing without trace. New folk
hadn’t heard of a ‘listed’ chapel with a
preservation order circa 1975, or of
the special relationship in 1991 with Romanian Christians
known as Oastea Domnuli.

Each and every one of those ancient files was perused and
interesting findings recorded along with the oral history; Jim
Coaton (another keeper of the files) then documented for
prosperity our more recent history (19962012).

If you would like to read about some of the events that formed
our fellowship, or would just like a walk down memory lane, the
‘Story of the Chapel Hill Folk’ 18252012 is recorded in a blue
ring binder, and can also be found in the bookcase at the rear
of the church.

 Joy Russell
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Sat 9 May 15 Rutland Water Social

10  16 May 15 Christian Aid Week

Tue 19 May 15 Talking to God  prayers

Sun 24 May 15 Pentecost Picnic with P&J congregation

Sun 24 May 15 Encounter Service

Sun 31 May 15 Bring & Share Lunch  Farwell to Sam

 Kathy Du Boulay

JUNE 2015 ISSUE

NEXT DEADLINE 23 MAY 2015

Please submit articles to me by the above date, preferred via
email.

This magazine is published in print and on the church website,
grobyurc.com. If you would like to be added or removed from
the paper copy distribution list or the monthly hyperlink email
list, please let me know.

 Mark Hiscocks, HISCOCKSM@GMAIL.COM





Groby United Reformed Church
member: Evangelical Alliance UK
www.grobyurc.com, LE6 OFE

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Monday: 9.3011.30am Noah’s Ark Club for toddlers and families.

6.307.30pm Genesis* (children years 46)

7.459.00pm Rock Solid* (young people in years 79)

Wednesday: 7.309.00pm Revelation* (teenagers, years 1013)

Thursday: 10.3012.00am Fair Cuppa* at Groby Village Hall.

Friday: 9.3011.30am CATCH* Coffee and chat (in termtime)

7.309.30pm Gap* (young people in years 1013)

Saturday: 8.009.00am Prayers, all welcome

*These activities are run jointly with St. Philip & St. James Church as part of

'Churches Together in Groby'

CONTACTS
MINISTER:

Rev'd Sue McKenzie 0116 2321733 suemcken@gmail.com

STUDENT MINISTER:
Samantha Aspinall 07738 971174 s_aspinall@hotmail.co.uk

YOUTH WORKER:
Ruth Cross 07759 087804 ruth.cross@outlook.com

SECRETARY:
Phil Holmes 0116 2253335 maxmellhouse@hotmail.com

HALL LETTINGS:
Kay Peel 07510 191182 ashforth40@gmail.com

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP (10AM)
All Age with Y.church (children’s session) Holy Communion as announced.

Babies and toddlers can be cared for on Sunday mornings. The church

building has a loop hearing system, wheelchair access, a toilet for the

disabled & baby nappychanging facilities.

Home Groups: Wed & Thurs evenings – see an elder for details.

www.grobyurc.com



