
Groby
United Reformed Church

JUNE 2015



PRAYER FOR THE WEEK
31ST MAY  6TH JUNE 15

Sam has been with us for several months and we are
all sorry to see her moving on. Praise God for Sam’s
dedicated life and service. Please pray for God’s blessing on
her life, for his guidance in all aspects of her personal and
working life.

7TH – 13TH JUNE 15

Our prayers for this week are for Sue and Lewis. They are
away on holiday. Please pray for rest and relaxation. Pray for a
time of joy and for renewed physical, mental and spiritual
strength.

14TH – 20TH JUNE 15

On Saturday 20th we will be taking part in the Street Fair, in the
Parade, running 3 stalls and handing out literature etc. Please
pray that the Groby residents will be responsive to all that we
present and do and that we are able to have some really good
conversations on the day.

21ST – 27TH JUNE 15

This week we have the AGM and Elders elections. Please pray
for those who God might be calling to be Elders, that they hear
His call and respond. Pray about your own involvement in this,
either at the meeting or by covering it in prayer at home.

28TH JUNE 4TH JULY 15

This coming weekend our young people and their leaders are
going to be part of the Spree camp. Please pray not only for
good weather, but above all for a time of learning about God’s
love and care for them. Pray for the young people to be able to
trust God in every situation.

 Ruth Ivens
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WELCOME FROM THE MINISTER
There is a balance to be struck in the church
going in mission and service to others, and the
church looking in to ensure that its inner life is
healthy.

The church, like a tree, has roots that are unseen,
but which are vital to the healthy growth of the
tree. When roots are healthy the church grows
and is fruitful for Christ and his kingdom!

CHURCH GOES OUT:

On a number of occasions I have heard people say when
they come to Groby URC for the first time, 'Do you know,
I've lived in the village for .... years and I never knew you were
here!' And it's true that our wonderful building and warm,
friendly fellowship are tucked away up a tiny lane that many
people never walk or drive down.

So we need to make ourselves visible. And that takes courage.
THE GROBY STREET FAIR IS ON SATURDAY 20TH JUNE
and this year, for the first time, there is a carnival procession
preceding it. There are no vehicles involved, but lots of
community groups have been asked to take part, the churches
included. The Churches Together Forum have signed up to be
a part of the procession because we want to celebrate and
make visible all that God does through the churches in Groby.
Many of these groups will be represented such as Catch and
Noah's Ark, Urban Saints, Golden Oldies, Manifest, Women's
Fellowship, Bell ringers, Justice/Fair Trade/Christian Aid, Open
the Book, Fair Cuppa, etc, but there is room for everyone, and
golden yellow Tshirts with the CTG logo on will be provided by
Churches Together for all those participating.

So please order your T shirt and come along! Speak to Lynda
Hawkes or Sue Mckenzie if you need more information.
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Jesus says in Matthew 5: 'YOU ARE LIKE LIGHT FOR THE
WHOLE WORLD. A CITY BUILT ON A HILL CANNOT BE
HIDDEN. NOONE LIGHTS A LAMP AND PUTS IT UNDER A
BOWL; INSTEAD HE PUTS IT ON THE LAMPSTAND, WHERE
IT GIVES LIGHT TO EVERYONE IN THE HOUSE.'

Churches Together will also be running 3 stalls outside St Philip
and St James Church, with games, crafts, face painting and a
prayer activity, so if you can help, please let me know.

CHURCH LOOKS IN:

Also in June we hold the CHURCH AGM  TUESDAY 30TH
JUNE 7.30PM. At this meeting new elders are elected to serve.
This a call and discernment process that involves all members
(all 64 of us) and it would be great if all 64 members were
there. All are welcome to attend, but only church members
have a vote. But for those members who cannot be there due
to work, holiday, illness, infirmity there is now a process in
place for absentee voting, so please get in touch with Phil
Holmes, the church secretary for more details. (Tel: 225 3335,
email: maxmellhouse@hotmail.com) We also give thanks to
God for the life of the church over the last year, and affirm all
those who play a vital part in keeping things running smoothly.
Greetings in Christ,

 Sue McKenzie

PS: Lewis and I will be away on holiday from 1st  15th June.
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OPEN THE BOOK
As I write this article we are
partway through presenting ‘Down
through the Roof’ during May.

Before the first presentation at
Elizabeth Woodville one of the
school lads commented to me ‘you
were at Cory’s baptism’ and this
reminded me of the young girl who was sat four rows in front of
me at the baptism, she turned and asked ‘are you from Open
the Book?’

This shows that connections are being made by the children
between the Open the Book team, the churches and most
importantly with God. Let’s hope and pray for much growth
from the seeds that are being sown in Groby’s primary schools.

In June we will be presenting ‘Storm on the Lake’ on Thursdays
11th and 18th. The prayer we will share with the children is –
DEAR GOD, WHEN WE ARE WORRIED OR AFRAID AND
THERE’S NOONE TO TALK TO, HELP US TO REMEMBER
THAT YOU ARE WITH US AND THAT WE ARE NEVER
ALONE. AMEN.

Please pray for God’s Word as it is taken into the primary
schools through Open the Book – and also prayer for the team
as we plan for the new school year from September.

If you feel called to help with this valuable work please see
either Lynda Hawkes or David Harrup from the Open the Book
team.

 David Harrup



5

ELDERS MEETING
TUESDAY 12TH MAY 15

Devotions focussed on 1 Peter 2:1117 – we should live for God.

Team to meet to plan for the week of prayer – see separate article.

Groups are being formed covering three key areas of church life –
pastoral, prayer and worship.

The Pastoral Group was discussed at last church meeting.

The vision on prayer is ‘Enabling EVERYONE in the church to give to
and receive from the prayer life of the church in a way that suits them
best, creating a strong ‘Powerhouse of Prayer’’.

Talking to God on a Tuesday will have a clear and advertised focus
each month and led by different elders.

Initially once a month the duty elder will invite people to stop for
prayer after the service. Also once a month a time of Open Prayer will
be scheduled into the worship time.

We are looking at having a worship planning team – discussions
ongoing so watch this space.

 David Harrup
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EVENT  WEEK OF PRAYER
‘FRUITFUL LIVING’
7TH TO 13TH SEPTEMBER 2015

Please make a note of this week in your diary and be ready for
a week or focussed prayer activities under the heading of
‘Fruitful Living’.

Throughout the week there will be a focus on the Fruit of the
Spirit as Paul writes in Galatians chapter 5.

The planning team at present is Sue, Tom George, Karen &
David Harrup. Others will be invited to plan and run specific
parts of the week.

The week may include – organised prayer sessions for different
groups of people, prayer walks around the village, midnight
communion, a prayer night, CTG prayer breakfast and services
on the Sunday to complete the week.

More information to follow in future Contacts. Please talk to one
of the planning team if you want to know more sooner

– David Harrup
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TWEET

Nicky Gumbel (@nickygumbel)
14/05/2015 13:33

THE FIRST TO APOLOGISE IS THE BRAVEST.
THE FIRST TO FORGIVE IS THE STRONGEST.
THE FIRST TO FORGET IS THE HAPPIEST.

 Rachel Hiscocks

EVENT  FILM & FOOD FOR FELLAS
A new season of starts in OCTOBER – I know it’s only June
now!

This is a CTG event which gives fellas from the Groby churches
an opportunity to bring a friend/neighbour/relative to an evening
of film & food – and good Christian company.

There is no need to sign up – fellas just need to turn up 
usually £2 donation covers the cost of food and a drink. The
fellas there will choose from a selection of 6 films and the
evening is set.

Fellas – please put the dates in your diaries and then cut out

the above and use it to invite another fella – you have 4 months
before the first one.

– David Harrup
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MARY IN TANZANIA

As some of you may already know my time in
Tanzania is swiftly coming to an end and I
return to the UK on 1st June.

My time here has been incredible in so many ways and I can’t wait to
share some of the amazing stories with you. God is definitely at work
here and there are many exciting times in store for Rehema I’m sure,
but after much prayerful consideration I believe the time is now right
for me to return to the UK. And the great news is that Deb is taking a
2week break and coming back too!!

Since I last wrote there has been a great
deal of progress at Rehema. The Spa
building now has a roof and decorative
window bars and, although it is still
unfinished, it can be made to look very
attractive inside and so, we can use it
whenever there are any bookings for
manicures or pedicures.

Grace has been promoted to the role of
Kitchen Manager and is learning to manage
the Rehema accounts so she can take these
over when I leave. Her English is excellent
and she spent two years at a secretarial
college before coming to work at Rehema, so
she is computer literate and knows Microsoft
Office. God’s plans are intricate and His
provision for His people is truly incredible.

We finally held the Easter Fair a week later than originally planned,
as there had been torrential rain
and Rehema was flooded on the
day we had originally planned. The
women had been busy for weeks
preparing for the day and, although
it was initially disappointing it was only postponed for a week and it
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was definitely worth the wait!! We had a special Rehema buffet
breakfast and lunch; there was a Fashion Show with GoMAD
volunteers modelling Rehema ladies’ and menswear; the Rehema
women entertained customers with live performances of the songs
we had recorded on DVD and CD especially for the Easter Fair.
GoMAD volunteers also helped out on the day, running the many
games they had helped design and create, as well as the obligatory
face painting! It was so much fun and everyone said what a great
time they’d had. God was absolutely glorified that day!!

I shall definitely miss the Rehema women
when I leave. They are a daily inspiration
to me and I have thoroughly enjoyed
working with them, but I hope to keep in
touch with them via Grace and Facebook!
However, I am very much looking forward
to being back in Groby. God took me out
of my comfort zone in January and I have
grown closer to Him through every new
challenge since then and I’m sure I’ve been changed by the whole
experience, but it’s time to come home, so I’m looking forward to
seeing you all again very soon.

Thank you for all so much your prayers, emails and letters while I’ve
been here, they have meant more to me than you could realise, and
you have also been very much in my thoughts and prayers.
Please continue to pray for the work of Rehema and pray that Deb
and I will have a safe journey back home (we are on separate flights)
and that Deb will have an enjoyable and restful break before
returning to Tanzania to continue God’s work through GoMAD.
Please also pray that I will soon settle back into my life at home and
work and that I will not miss Rehema too much.

See you soon.
Mungu akubariki

 Mary Stait
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TEACHING & WORSHIP
PROGRAMME

REAL LIFE, REAL ISSUES: INSPIRATION
FROM THE LIFE OF SIMON PETER

Peter's story through parts of the Gospels and Acts, and then
the letters of 1 and 2 Peter.  Sue Mckenzie

7TH JUNE 15
10am Rev Sue McKenzie Elder: Dave Smith

‘Confrontation’ Dave Lomas (C)
Acts 5: 1 – 16
Communion
'Prayer Ministry'

14TH JUNE 15
10am Kevan Hall Elder: Phil Holmes

‘An Open Heart’
Acts 10

21ST JUNE 15
10am Rev Sue McKenzie Elder:Kathy Du Boulay

‘Persecution’
Acts 12

28TH JUNE 15
10am Rev Sue McKenzie Elder: Dave Lomas

All Age Service
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HELPING HANDS JUNE 2015

WORSHIP
Tim Symonds
7th Tom George
14th Viv Limb
21st Debbie George
28th Dave Lomas

CRECHE
Lynda Symonds
7th Rachel and Linda
14th Hilary and Ruth
21st Lewis and Hily
28th Catherine and Suzie

COFFEE
Joy Russell
7th Jan & Kathy D B
14th Ann T & Barbara C
21st Dave & Hilary
28th The 2 Kays

FLOWERS
Barbara Conlon
7th Mrs. P. Judd
14th Mr. O. Hedges
21st Mr. & Mrs. R. Fracchia
28th Mr. & Mrs. T. Whittaker

WELCOME
Joy Russell
7th Joy & Peter
14th Trevor & Mary
21st Kay B & Hily
28th Sue LB & friend

CLEANING
Mary Stait
5/6th Dave S, Sue & Mike (help needed)
12/13th Ruth, Sue LB, Judith, (help needed)
19/20th Linda & Tim, Kay P, Jan
26/27th Pat C, Kay B, Joy & Peter

MEDIA
Tim Symmonds
7th Phil Homes
14th Mark Hiscocks
21st Dave Smith
28th Chris Down
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CHRISTIAN AID

Many thanks to everyone who took
part in Christian Aid week. Whether
delivering, collecting, being a drop
off point for donations, helping with
the counting or banking  it was
a great team effort.

We won't have a final figure for a few weeks as there are
always some envelopes that turn up late! However, so far
money collected by both Churches totals £ 4,633.83. Which is
up on last year.

 Mary Pringle

FOOD & CHAT

BACON ROLLS, COFFEE, AND GIANT GAMES

SATURDAY 9.00AM – 1.00PM (GURC HALL)
1ST, 8TH, 15TH, 22ND AUGUST 2015.

Sam Aspinall, GURC (17.05.15) unpacked Acts 3:110 where
God gave Peter confidence to connect with people. She
explained how we ‘see’ Jesus‘ care for the individual, engaging,
helping and holding each other. She used ‘Peter being filled
with energy to go & be’ as a challenge for us to boldly connect.

An opportunity to do just this is
Please pray for us, and to find out more come along and get
involved.
At 11.15am on Sun 7th June GURC try our coffee and ask us
questions!
Rachel Hiscocks, Lewis McKenzie, Roger Ivens, Kevan Hall
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TIME TO SAY… GOODBYE

I cannot believe 9 months have passed already. I also cannot believe
I am at the end of my ministerial training, and in September I will be
ordained as a Minister of Word and Sacrament within the United
Reformed Church. These past four years really have flown by!

As much as I am excited (and nervous) about what the next year is
going to bring. It does not take away from my sadness of saying good
bye to you all.

Goodbyes are sad, but I am very grateful for the time I have spent
here. It has been a privilege to have been part of this congregation,
and that is what it has felt like. I have been made to feel at home, not
as a visitor but as companion.

It has been a real gift spending time here. You have given me the time
and space to grow in confidence and the encouragement to try new
things. As well as inviting me to journey with you as a congregation as
well as individuals.

One of my highlights has been celebrating Christmas with you;
travelling through advent and sharing the Christmas story with many
people and in many different situations – from School Halls to the
back of trucks (carols around the tree). An amazing celebration of the
birth of Christ.

Thank you so very much for allowing me to be a part of church life
here, and I pray for God’s continued presence as you continue to
bear witness to the Gospel in all you do. Amen

“BUT YOU ARE A CHOSEN PEOPLE, A ROYAL PRIESTHOOD, A
HOLY NATION, GOD’S SPECIAL POSSESSION, THAT YOU MAY
DECLARE THE PRAISES OF HIM WHO CALLED YOU OUT OF
DARKNESS INTO HIS WONDERFUL LIGHT. ONCE YOU WERE
NOT A PEOPLE, BUT NOW YOU ARE THE PEOPLE OF GOD;
ONCE YOU HAD NOT RECEIVED MERCY, BUT NOW YOU HAVE
RECEIVED MERCY.” 1 Peter 2.910

 Sam Aspinall
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COME AND SING
 TASTER SESSION

SATURDAY MORNING 9:00 – 10:15AM
13 JUNE '15  GROBY URC

‘SING TO THE LORD A NEW SONG; SING
TO THE LORD, ALL THE EARTH.’ Ps 96:1

Do you enjoy singing with others?
Would you like to improve your singing skills?

Can you harmonise or, if not, would you like to learn?
Can you read music or, if not, are you willing to practise?

Do you want to have fun with likeminded singers?

No prior skills needed; all with a love of singing are welcome.
Bring a cold drink and a willingness to learn together. All
welcome, aged 8108. For more information contact me,
mandicollins@hotmail.co.uk or 07802 371617.

 Mandi Collins

SOCIAL

The Sunday Fellowship and Golden Oldies invite
you to join us for Fun, Games and Lunch

THURSDAY 25TH JUNE.
11.30AM – 3.00PM AT ULVERSCROFT

As usual lifts are available, but please let myself
(2387805), Ruth (2876038), Joy (2996164) and Anne
(2875585) know if needed.

 Barbara Conlon
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A FAMILY SOCIAL EVENT

The bulldog spirit prevailed when
all week the weather forecast had
predicted heavy rain to commence
about the time the walkers and
cyclists were due to set off. The
cycles and participants arrived at
the Egleton car park raring to go

with the appropriate clothing in their packs. Yes, we had a few
spits and spots of rain and at times the wind blew hard into our
faces, but mostly we saw Rutland Water at its springtime best.
The Fascinating landmark Normanton Church (deconsecrated
in 1970) looked lovely standing on a tiny peninsular. Another
highlight was the Hambleton Wood bluebells which looked just
amazing, like a carpet of blue.

Two people had punctures, one or two folk missed the signs
and went slightly off course, but everyone turned up at
lunchtime for Charlie Hiscocks’ sandwiches & homemade cake
popup shop!

A lovely family day out and we thank Lewis for arranging it for
us. More photographs to come on the gallery board.

 Joy Russell
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BIRTHDAYS

Happy Birthday, and may the Lord bless you:

ARLO PLATTS 6 years 2nd June 15
SAM LOMAS 15 years 13th June15

Sue Lawrence Brooks

PRAYER BOX
Our Prayer Box Team meets
every TUESDAY – If you would
value prayer, please complete a
prayer card and place it in the box
at the back of the church.

 David Harrup

PRAYER

TUESDAY 16TH JUNE AT 7.30PM

This is an opportunity to talk to God about our church and
particularly on this occasion about the COMMUNITY AROUND
US IN GROBY.

It is an hour of prayer led by an elder – all are welcome and
encouraged to come along.

 David Harrup
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FAIRTRADE RECIPE
YELLOW CURRY

In this, the last of my FAIRTRADE recipes for a while, while
we shift our focus to articles about ethical shopping
choices, I am sharing a recipe for a Thai style curry which uses
Fairtrade coconut milk, rice and sugar. The recipe is for 2 people.
FAIRTRADE rice and coconut milk are both available from the Just
shop.

INGREDIENTS

60g potatoes, peeled and cut into small cubes, around 2.5cm in size
300ml coconut cream
2 tsp yellow curry powder
400ml FAIRTRADE coconut milk
60g onions, diced
60g shallots, diced
120g chicken, cut into pieces
1 tsp FAIRTRADE brown sugar
2 tbsp soy sauce
1 tsp shrimp or chilli paste
2 red chillies, deseeded and thinly sliced
1/2 mug of FAIRTRADE rice

METHOD

 boil potatoes until well done
 heat coconut cream on low to medium heat until coconut oil and
cream separate out
 add curry powder and mix well
 add coconut milk
 mix onions and shallots and cook for a couple of minutes
 add potato and chicken
 mix in sugar, soy sauce and shrimp/chilli paste
 simmer on a low heat for 5 mins
 add the red chillis and boil for a minute or so
 turn down the heat and cover the pot for around 5 mins
 serve with rice

 Catherine Ward
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SUE'S SABBATICAL

Every 10 years ministers in the URC are encouraged to take 3
months sabbatical leave as time to reflect, refresh and engage in a
piece of work that they would not normally get time for. I was
ordained in 2003, but have not taken a sabbatical mainly because I
did not have clear sense from God about what I was to use that gift
of time for.

But more recently, God has shown me that the time is now right for
me to take this time, and he has also been guiding me towards what
I should do.

Society is (always) changing, and in the UK today more and more
people have little or no concept of Christianity or what church is
about. The Mission Shaped Ministry Course is a response to this,
setting out to equip churches to reach out with the good news of
Jesus in new ways. New forms of church called 'Fresh Expressions'
(and there are lots around the country already) often begin by
serving the community in some way. They slowly become 'church'
with worship, teaching, sacraments etc, but they remain distinct from
traditional church. It is likely that there will be one or more 'fresh
expressions' of church in Groby as a result of the MSM course, and
what interests me is how new and traditional forms of church can
work and serve in the same community, affirming each other, and
effectively being 'One Body'  the danger being of course, that they
are seen as the church fragmenting and appearing divided.

So during my sabbatical I will be exploring this, learning from groups
of churches in Leicester, Southampton and Bath where they have
developed ways of holding a network of churches, fresh expressions
and projects together creatively and effectively. I have lots of
questions  but these include what sort of management structure do
they have when lots of different denominations and shapes of church
are involved? How does the finance work? How are they
accountable?

I also plan to worship in lots of different settings and churches during
that time.

 Sue McKenzie
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PLANNING AHEAD

 Sue McKenzie

 Sue McKenzie
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Sat 6 June 15 CTG prayer breakfast
(URC Lead, P&J Feed)

Tues 16 June 15 Talking to God

Sat 20 June 15 Groby Street Fair

Tues 30 June 15 Church AGM

 Kathy Du Boulay

JULY/AUGUST 2015 ISSUE

NEXT DEADLINE SAT 20 JUNE 2015

Please submit articles to me by the above date, preferred via
email.

This magazine is published in print and on the church website,
grobyurc.com. If you would like to be added or removed from
the paper copy distribution list or the monthly hyperlink email
list, please let me know.

 Mark Hiscocks, HISCOCKSM@GMAIL.COM
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Groby United Reformed Church
member: Evangelical Alliance UK
www.grobyurc.com, LE6 OFE

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Monday: 9.3011.30am Noah’s Ark Club for toddlers and families.

6.307.30pm Genesis* (children years 46)

7.459.00pm Rock Solid* (young people in years 79)

Wednesday: 7.309.00pm Revelation* (teenagers, years 1013)

Thursday: 10.3012.00am Fair Cuppa* at Groby Village Hall.

Friday: 9.3011.30am CATCH* Coffee and chat (in termtime)

7.309.30pm Gap* (young people in years 1013)

Saturday: 8.009.00am Prayers, all welcome

*These activities are run jointly with St. Philip & St. James Church as part of

'Churches Together in Groby'

CONTACTS
MINISTER:

Rev'd Sue McKenzie 0116 2321733 suemcken@gmail.com

YOUTH WORKER:
Ruth Cross 07759 087804 ruth.cross@outlook.com

SECRETARY:
Phil Holmes 0116 2253335 maxmellhouse@hotmail.com

HALL LETTINGS:
Kay Peel 07510 191182 ashforth40@gmail.com

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP (10AM)
All Age with Y.church (children’s session) Holy Communion as announced.

Babies and toddlers can be cared for on Sunday mornings. The church

building has a loop hearing system, wheelchair access, a toilet for the

disabled & baby nappychanging facilities.

Home Groups: Wed & Thurs evenings – see an elder for details.

www.grobyurc.com



