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PRAYER FOR THE WEEK

31 ST JAN 1 6 – 6TH FEB 1 6
How much time to we spend in prayer? Please bring your Prayer Life to
God and experience His loving prompting and guiding in all you do.
7TH -1 3TH FEBRUARY
Caring for each other gives strength and focus. Please pray for this
ministry to grow among us. In your prayers, please remember the
Pastoral Care team with their specific responsibilities.
1 4TH - 20TH FEB
Chattabox!! Please pray for this wonderful initiative that the children love
so much. Pray for the leaders and for the children, that they will learn
more about Jesus during the week and want to join Chattabox Mondays.
21 ST – 27TH FEBRUARY
Fair Trade Fortnight gives us an added opportunity to be a voice on behalf
of many exploited workers. Please pray for all of us to promote Fair Trade
by talking about it and showing it the way we do our shopping.
28TH FEB - 5TH MARCH
This Friday is Women's World Day of Prayer, this year written by the
Christian women of Cuba entitled Receive Children, Receive Me. Please
pray for the people of Cuba this week as well as for the service on Friday
which you are encouraged to attend (and that includes men!)

Are you aware of the Church’s Prayer Chain? For Urgent Prayer requests,
please contact Ruth Ivens on 2876038.
- Lynda Hawkes & Ruth Ivens

WELCOME FROM OUR
MINISTER

Welcome to February’s edition of Contact.

I very much enjoyed watching some of ‘Stargazing Live’ the other week,
and in particular the link with Major Tim Peake, the UK astronaut who is
currently orbiting the earth on the International Space Station. The easy
way he was communicating about his life on board the station almost
made what he was doing seem perfectly ‘normal’ and I had to keep
reminding myself what was actually going on. The space walk to repair
part of the space station was incredibly risky and challenging, but was
tackled with unbelievable calmness and professionalism.
That reminded me of the importance of training and also of trust. The
small number of astronauts who are selected for such missions undergo
years of preparation and training and that shows in their relaxed and yet
highly able approach to every task. They also have absolute trust in the
team who are supporting the mission on the ground.
Training and trust.....
Our journey of discipleship is one of trust, but it is also one of training, of
learning, and of equipping ourselves to do as well as we can what God is
calling us to do. Unlike astronauts, whose journey and task is for a
particular time, ours is lifelong and we can expect to learn new skills at
every stage, maturing in our faith as different things challenge us. As we
are challenged, so we learn to trust God more and more.
The future is always unknown, but we follow Jesus, as disciples, as
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learners, encouraging others to join us in the journey of faith. We don’t
always get it right, but the Lord is a patient teacher, and we can trust him
to continue to guide us into the year ahead.
With warm greetings in Christ,

- Sue Mckenzie

TWEET

Justin Welby (@JustinWelby)
23/01 /201 6, 20:25
GRACE IS THE MOST BEAUTIFUL WORD IN THE LANGUAGE OF
GOD – IT MEANS LOVE GIVEN FREELY AND WITHOUT
EXPECTATION OF RETURN.
- Rachel Hiscocks
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GOLDEN OLDIES (over 60’s)
NEW YEAR

Fun,
Games,
Entertainment and Afternoon Tea
with a few surprises along the
way…
Why not bring a friend along, but
please tell us you are coming!
TRANSPORT AVAILABLE See Anne or Joy
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SWEET MOMENT AS CHOCOLATE
PRODUCTION OF EGG COMES TO
OXFORDSHIRE.

The Meaningful Chocolate Company which
sells ‘The Real Easter Egg’ has moved all its
Easter egg production to Banbury, Oxfordshire,
from mainland Europe for the first time this
year – due to the high level of demand in the
UK for the eggs. This success story is good
news for the workers in Banbury, but
particularly for the farmers who grow the sugar
and Cacao that goes into the eggs. “Cash
from the fair trade premium has been used to
invest in their communities where anything
from school books to solar panels
has been purchased.”
The Egg that shares the Easter
Story has had a complete
makeover with a redesigned
booklet in the shape of a cross,
drawn by children’s illustrator Mary
Cann, and an improved blend of Fair Trade chocolate.
There is a choice of three I can order for you – all containing the story
booklet
The Original with new design, & Yummy bar; - £3.99; Special Edition
with olive wood holding cross, & orange chocolate bar;- £9.99, or dairy
free egg with dark chocolate egg & 3 dark chocolate squares - £5.50.
There is a sign up list at the back of the church to place your orders, or
email k.duboulay@ntlworld.com. Last date for orders – 28th February.
- Kathy du Boulay
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WELCOME PROJECT

Thank you to those that have supported the
Welcome Project over recent months. Our
regular support continues in February –
please bring in just the items listed as
follows:
For Sunday 7th February – packets of cereal and porridge.
Thank you.
You can also continue to help by praying for the project, for the individuals
caught up in this desperate situation, and by offering practical help (see
Roger). Over recent weeks we have received mixed news about clients
known to the project – we thank God for answered prayers and continue
to pray for others. For more information please see Roger, Ruth or David
H.
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OPEN THE BOOK

We have just finished presenting ‘The Boy in the
Temple’ which we shared some of in the service
recently. The part of the young Jesus was played by a
year 6 boy. At the first school we asked a teacher
where the boy was and she shouted across the room
‘has anyone found Jesus?’
Our hope is through these presentations we are sowing the seed and that
many of the children as they grow up will find Jesus.
Please pray for this work and that many of the children come to know and
accept Jesus into their lives.
In February our presentation is ‘Jesus’ Special Friends’ and the reflection
after the story tells the children – ‘Although we cannot see Jesus today,
Christians will tell you they also follow Jesus (like Peter did in the story)
and it changes their lives forever.’
To find out more about this valuable work please see either Lynda
Hawkes, Kevan Hall or David Harrup from the Open the Book team
- David Harrup

ART ATTACKS DOES
FRUITFULLNESS

Are you participating in this course? If so, we
feel another of our infamous ART ATTACKS
coming on! When with the help of the Home
Groups we are hoping to replace the egg shell
mural of the 23rd Psalm. Date and time to be
decided…..
Would after morning service, at a date to be chosen in February or March
be a good idea? Lunch to be provided and no artistic skills are necessary.
If you are interested please speak to me a.s.a.p.
-Joy Russell
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If you can help lead Chattabox please see Rebekah Hiscocks or Luke
Pattison.

WARMIS BENEFITS FROM
OPERATION CHRISTMAS
CHILD
Miriam (Warmis) is praising God.

7,500 children know the love of Jesus,
thanks to this delivery of Christmas
shoeboxes recently received in
Cajamarca!
- Kathy Du Boulay

DO LENT GENEROUSLY

40 days of giving back, doing good and living
generously
Check out: www.40acts.org.uk
-Sue McKenzie
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REFLECTIVE SERVICES

Prayer, silence and music and inspired by the ecumenical and
international monastic community of Taizé in France.
In the churches in Groby on the 3rd Sunday of the month at 6.30pm
21 st Feb at URC

20th March at P&J

1 7th April at URC

We are starting a monthly evening prayer in the village of Groby using the
'Taizé' style of worship. The style of prayer takes its inspiration from an
ecumenical and international monastic community in France called Taizé.
The community was founded during the Second World War by Brother
Roger. In the founder's words,
“This intuition has never left me: a life in community where goodness of
heart and simplicity would be at the centre of everything.”
Today, the Taizé Community is made up of over a hundred brothers,
Catholics and from various Protestant backgrounds, coming from around
thirty nations. By its very existence, the community is a “parable of
community” that wants its life to be a sign of reconciliation between
divided Christians and between separated peoples. Over the years, young
adults have been coming to Taizé in ever greater numbers; they come
from every continent to take part in weekly meetings. The brothers wish to
support the search for peace and reconciliation wherever it exists. At the
end of each year, between Christmas and New Year’s Day, a very large
meeting is held in one of the major cities of Europe. International
meetings are also held regularly in Asia, Latin America and Africa.
“As we continue the pilgrimage of trust on earth that brings together
young people from many countries, we understand more and more deeply
this reality: all humanity forms a single family and God lives within every
human being without exception.” (Brother Alois, Letter from Kolkata)
The brothers pray 3 times a day together with thousands of young people,
therefore their style of worship emerged out of the need for simplicity. The
short, repetitive songs and silence enable all to worship together despite
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different traditions and languages. Many of us who have experienced this
form of prayer enjoy the simplicity and space that it provides. Come along
and find out!
For more information contact me on 01 530 249829/
karensilverwood@googlemail.com
- Karen Silverwood

PHOTOGRAPHY DAY WITH JOHN POTTER

Saturday 7th May 201 6 from 1 0am – 4pm
At: St Deny’s Parish Centre, Evington, Leicester
Do you enjoy taking photos and would like to explore ways to make use
of them alongside your faith? If so, then this day is for you. Led by former
professional photographer, Revd John Potter, we will look briefly at how
images can enhance our faith, some tips on taking better pictures, and an
opportunity to get snapping. You don’t need expensive equipment, just a
camera and enthusiasm!
Book with Hannah Bones at Synod Office
Tel: 011 5 960 9241
Email: trainingpa@urc5.org.uk
- Sue McKenzie
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TEACHING & WORSHIP
PROGRAMME

FRUITFULNESS ON THE FRONTLINE
- Sue Mckenzie

7TH FEB 1 6
1 0am
Rev Sue McKenzie
Elder: David Harrup /
Responding to the Kingdom Phil Holmes (c)
Matthew 21 :33-44
Communion
1 4TH FEB 1 6
1 0am
Kevan Hall
Abiding in the Vine:
John 1 5:1 -1 7

Elder:Dave Smith

21 ST FEB 1 6
1 0am
Rev Sue McKenzie
Walking in the Spirit:
Galatians 5:1 3-26

Elder: Phil Holmes

6.30pm

Reflective Style Worship (@ URC)

28TH FEB 1 6
1 0am
John Fryer
All Age Service
7.1 5pm

12

Encounter

Elder: Rachel Hiscocks

HELPING HANDS FEB 201 6
CRECHE
Linda Symonds
7th Rachel and Linda
1 4th Hilary and Ruth
21 st Lewis and Hily
28th Catherine and Suzie

MEDIA
Tim Symmonds

COFFEE
Joy Russell
7th Pat C & Mary P
1 4th Jan & Kathy dB
21 st Ann T & Barbara C
28th Dave & Hilary

FLOWERS
Barbara Conlon
7th Mr. & Mrs. A. Bloor
1 4th Mr. & Mrs. D. Keen
21 st Mrs. M. Stait
28th Mr. & Mrs. J. Mee

WELCOME
Joy Russell
7th Joy & Peter
1 4th John & Elaine
21 st Trevor & Mary
28th Kay B & Hily

CTG FAIRCUPPA
Violet Atkins
4th Linda
11 th Connie and Beryl
1 8th Glennis and Neta
26th Kay & Pat

CLEANING
Mary Stait
5/6th
1 2/1 3th
1 9/20th
26/27th

7th
1 4th
21 st
28th

Mark Hiscocks
Phil Holmes
Barrie Du Boulay
Matthew Hiscocks

Jeanette & Barrie, Anne, Hilary
Kathy dB, Lynda H, Sue & Lewis
Dave S, Sue & Mike, Mary
Ruth, Sue LB, Jean (help needed)
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“You’ll get practical
tips to put into action
straight away.
Don’t miss it!”
– Nicky and Sila Lee,
authors of
The Parenting Book

best-selling author & inspirational speaker

Rob Parsons OBE Katharine Hill
Tuesday 8th March
All Nations Centre, 10 Frog Island
7.30pm - 10.00pm

www.careforthefamily.org.uk/parentalktour

029 2081 0800

PTK26PST
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THANK YOU FROM
DEB

I just wanted to take this
opportunity to say a big THANK
YOU to everyone who was able to make my feedback evening and to all
of those who have been able to financially support me going to Language
School. I really appreciate all of the support people have given me as
well as support the work of Rehema- so
THANK YOU!
Please continue to pray that, as I prepare to go to Language School midFebruary to March (6 weeks), everything will go smoothly and that this
will be a great opportunity for reflection, renewal and to learn fluent
Swahili. Pray too that God guides me on how he wishes me to use the
skill.
Mungu Awabariki (God bless you all)
- Deb Goodhead

GREAT COFFEE, BACON COB, CAKES AND BOUNCY INFLATABLE

Every Saturday
9.30am-12pm
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ENCOUNTER

For the past year we have been
working on a worship session which
has taken place on a Sunday evening at 7:1 5pm every two months. The
session called “Encounter” takes on a different format to the Sunday
morning service where the focus is on worship through music and prayer.
Each session has a Bible verse as a theme and during the evening there
is an opportunity to praise and pray in any way that feels right for you.
Although there is no set sermon/message/talk, we always have the
opportunity to listen to someone’s encounter that they have had with God.
Although in its very early stages, the group that lead the worship have
grown together in faith and there is a clear understanding that it doesn’t
matter if there is one person or one hundred people attend, everyone is
there for a reason and God knows what that is.
“FOR WHERE TWO OR THREE GATHER IN MY NAME, THERE AM I
WITH THEM.”
If you haven’t yet experienced Encounter , it has now moved to once
every month (dates advertised in the notices and in Contact) on a Sunday
evening at 7:1 5pm. Please come along and experience this for yourself
and if you can’t come along then please pray for the worship team that
everything that we do will be for God’s glory.
He can do all things
No higher name we can call
For Jesus is greater
We can do all things
- Karen Harrup
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NEWS FROM AYLAMBO, CAJAMARCA
Warmis have been busy advising villagers of Aylambo to
prepare for El Nino. In 1 997 / 98 El Nino caused devastation
for the Peruvian agriculture and fisheries. This year, the villagers of
Aylambo are more prepared, thanks to Miguel and Warmis. They have
been clearing irrigation
channels and mini
reservoirs to help disperse
heavy rain fall. Simple
stone flood defences
around their crops are
being built and harvests
are being bought forward
where possible. Families are being trained to know what to do if their
homes are flooded. The village remains on high alert and farmer Maria
Vilma Huaccha (pictured here with her children) is praying that the Lord
will protect what they have.
Local women, including Susana
Mantilla (pictured here), have
followed other Warmis’ advice and
are creating a seed potato bank – so
they can sow next June even if
crops are lost this winter.

An exciting development, thanks to support from Warmis and the drive
and enthusiasm of men like Pastor Andrej, is that village management
team has had some encouraging news about the new health centre. The
project has been approved and a budget is likely to be allocated next
year.
18

The new facility will
provide much-needed
health services to help
hundreds of local
families tackle
malnutrition and
common conditions
such as respiratory
diseases.

PRAYERS
Thank God that the people of Aylambo are gaining confidence and
becoming more resilient. Pray for an ever deeper unity among villagers
as they work together to bring change.
Pray that the local authority will move quickly to approve funding for
Aylambo’s new health clinic.
Ask God to strengthen Miguel and the Warmis team as they serve their
community. Pray that they will be like a ‘well watered garden, like a
spring whose waters never fail’ (Isaiah 58:11 )
-Kathy Du Boulay
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WAKE UP TO THE BIG
FAIRTRADE BREAKFAST!

Will you help us to get as many people as
possible in Groby to organise a
FAIRTRADE BREAKFAST
during FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT?
Invite your neighbours, friends, Granny to join you for a F.T. breakfast.
There’s nothing to stop you adapting the scheme to suit your own
situation. It can be held at any time of the day during Fairtrade Fortnight,
like eating chocolate cake at a fun afternoon breakfast!
LOOK OUT in the March newsletter for more ideas of how to go about it
and be Fruitful on the Frontline. There will be further details of what other
events are happening in Groby – Noah’s Ark, Catch, Wriggly Readers,
Urban Saints, the local Primary Schools, Groby Sings and Love Groby
Tasters.
Catherine Ward, Ruth Ivens, Joy Russell are all around to give you ideas,
help and advice.
SIT DOWN FOR BREAKFAST – STAND UP FOR FARMERS
Let Groby wake up to the fact that we can all do something to tackle this
injustice.
-Joy Russell
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Happy February Birthdays to:CALLUM PEEL
MEGAN EDWARDS
AMELIA NORTON
TIM DOWN

URC SYNOD YOUTH TRIP

-Sue Lawrence Brooks

DETROIT TRIP - 1 2th – 21 st July 201 6
During 201 6 will you be 1 8 – 25 years old?
Would you like to visit Detroit?
Would you like to go on an amazing mission trip?
Synod hopes to take a group to Detroit for a 1 0 day trip in July. This will
involve sharing in mission with a church in Detroit and working in their
community!
If you would like to register your interest please email your name, date of
birth and contact details to Hannah Bones:trainingpa@urc5.org.uk by
1 4th Feb 201 6.
-Sue McKenzie
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NATIONAL HONOUR
FOR ANDY

Andy Cereseto, our friend and former chairman of the St
Phillip and St James church DCC and member of
Extend governing body, has been selected to receive a
national honour from Princess Anne. He will travel to
London in March to receive the award in a special
ceremony at St James’s Palace.
Andy will receive a Commendation from the Butler Trust, of which the
Princess Royal is the Patron. The Butler trust is named in memory of
‘RAB’ Butler, a former Home Secretary, and Princess Anne has been its
patron since it was founded in 1 985. These awards are the most
prestigious awards of their kind, and recognise and celebrate outstanding
practice by people working in criminal and community justice settings. The
awards are judged by an independent panel, and celebrate outstanding
dedication, skill and creativity by people working mainly in correctional
settings, but also in youth justice settings, across the UK. This year, there
were 330 nominations for these awards, and Andy is one of only 30
people to win one.
Andy received his nomination mainly because of his work as a volunteer
for The DLNR CRC (The Derbyshire, Leicestershire, Nottinghamshire &
Rutland Community Rehabilitation Company). He is Commended for his
role in helping turn around ‘Minnie’s Friends’ a Loughborough drop-in
centre for vulnerable people, both young and old, male or female; which
particularly helps the homeless, the lonely, those with debt problems and
others with drug or alcohol misuse.
‘Minnie’s Friends’ was set up in 201 2 by Carol Phillips in memory of her
daughter Donna, who died at the age of 33 because of alcohol abuse. At
that time, help was not available for her in Loughborough, so the charity
aims to fill this gap and support vulnerable people. Andy has worked
tirelessly to formalise the administration of the charity, obtaining registered
status for it, and applying for grant aid to sustain its work. Andy’s
nomination also referred to his work with ‘Futures Unlocked’, the prison
based charity in Leicester.
Many congratulations to Andy. It is so pleasing to see that his selfless
work has been given national recognition.
- John Newham
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GROBY SINGS

It was good to see some keen Groby Singers at
the Groby Club on Monday 11 th January for the
first of our ‘Cuppa, cake and chat’ sessions and, even better, we
welcomed at least one new member to our ranks. It seems ages since
those fantastic performances of Groby Sings Goes to Town and you can
tell we’re chafing at the bit to get started on Groby Sings The Beatles and
ABBA. Our next meeting for tea and cake will be on Monday 8th
February 1 .1 5-2.1 5pm and then rehearsals start on Monday 22nd
February – we can’t wait! See the poster for more details. New members
will be warmly welcomed on both dates.
-June Ward

Groby

Sings
and

All rehearsals at Groby Club starting from 22nd February
Monday afternoon choir 1.15pm - 3pm
(Childcare facilities, lifts available)
Monday evening choir 8pm - 9.30pm
Friday after school
Children / Youth choir (age 7 and above) : 3.40pm - 4.40pm

Performances at
Groby Community College Sports Hall:

Saturday 25th June at 7.30pm
& Sunday 26th June at 3.00pm
For more information, contact Helen Hayes on 07867963328
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8am
9am
7.30pm

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Sat 6th Feb 1 6
Sat 1 3th Feb 1 6
Tues 1 6th Feb 1 6

CTG Prayers
Come and Sing
Talking to God
- Kathy Du Boulay

PRAYER MEETING

This is an opportunity to talk to God about our church
TUESDAY 1 6 FEB 1 6, 7.30PM
THEME:It is an hour of prayer led by an elder – all are welcome and encouraged
to come along.
- Dave Lomas

MAR 201 6 ISSUE

NEXT DEADLINE SAT 20 FEBRUARY 201 6
Please submit articles to me by the above date, preferred via email.
This magazine is published in print and on the church website,
grobyurc.com. If you would like to be added or removed from the paper
copy distribution list or the monthly hyperlink email list, please let me
know.
- Mark Hiscocks, MAGAZINE@GROBYURC.COM
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Groby United Reformed Church
member: Evangelical Alliance UK
www.grobyurc.com, LE6 OFE

CONTACTS

MINISTER:
Rev'd Sue McKenzie

011 6 2321 733 suemcken@gmail.com

Ruth Cross

07759 087804 ruth.cross@outlook.com

John Fryer

07540 957926 j.fryer1 @ntlworld.com

Phil Holmes

011 6 2253335 maxmellhouse@hotmail.com

Kay Peel

0751 0 1 911 82 ashforth40@gmail.com

YOUTH WORKER:

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES WORKER
SECRETARY:

HALL LETTINGS:

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP (1 0AM)
All Age with Y.church (children’s session) Holy Communion as announced.
Babies and toddlers can be cared for on Sunday mornings. The church building
has a loop hearing system, wheelchair access, a toilet for the disabled & baby
nappy-changing facilities.

Home Groups: Wed & Thurs evenings – see an elder for details.

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

Monday:

9.30-11 .30am Noah’s Ark Club for toddlers and families.
6.00-7.1 5pm Chattabox Mondays* (children years 3-6)
7.45-9.00pm Rock Solid* (young people in years 7-9)
Wednesday: 7.30-9.00pm Revelation* (teenagers, years 1 0-1 3)
Thursday:
1 0.30-1 2.00am Fair Cuppa* at Groby Village Hall.
Friday:
9.30-11 .30am CATCH* Coffee and chat (in term-time)
7.30-9.30pm Gap* (young people in years 1 0-1 3)
Saturday:
8.00-9.00am Prayers, all welcome
*These activities are run jointly with St. Philip & St. James Church as part of
'Churches Together in Groby'.

