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PRAYER FOR THE WEEK

28TH FEB - 5TH MAR 1 6
This Friday is Women's World Day of Prayer, this year written by the
Christian women of Cuba entitled Receive Children, Receive Me. Please
pray for the people of Cuba this week as well as for the service on Friday
which you are encouraged to attend (and that includes men!)
6TH -1 2TH MAR 1 6
Give thanks for all the singers who turn up early on Saturday morning to
worship God. Please pray that this ministry will uplift their spirits and at
the same time touch many people inside and outside the church.
1 3TH -1 9TH MAR 1 6
Open the Book is in its 2nd year now. Please pray for the team as they
take the Bible stories to the primary school children in Groby and also
pray for the children and the staff at the schools that they will respond to
the messages given and move closer to God as a result.
20TH -26TH MAR 1 6
Please pray for the Holy Week activities, particularly for the CtG gathering
on Thursday and the children's event on Friday. Ask God to show you how
you might participate in any of the events this week and pray that all of
those taking part might discover anew the amazing sacrifice made by
Jesus Christ for us at this time.
27TH MARCH - 2ND APR 1 6
Sue and Lewis are on holiday this week. Pray for them, thanking God for
all that they do and asking Him to give them rest and refreshment and a
renewing of the Holy Spirit as they take this much needed break.

Are you aware of the Church’s Prayer Chain? For Urgent Prayer requests,
please contact Ruth Ivens on 2876038.
- Lynda Hawkes & Ruth Ivens

WELCOME FROM OUR
MINISTER

Dear Friends,
You don’t need me to remind you that there seems to have been
much to make us despair in the last few weeks. There has been local
tragedy, and alongside that, national and international news feeds us a
constant stream of bad news. It is easy to be discouraged. But then the
words of a prayer came to my mind, I think written by Desmond Tutu:
GOODNESS IS STRONGER THAN EVIL;
LOVE IS STRONGER THAN HATE;
LIGHT IS STRONGER THAN DARKNESS;
LIFE IS STRONGER THAN DEATH;
VICTORY IS OURS THROUGH HIM WHO LOVES US.
Evil is real, but so is goodness, and the miracle, it seems to me, is that
wherever we are there is good to be found. It surely is the very survival
and flourishing of love in a suffering world which points positively to God,
not the presence of evil that denies him. And in and through Christ we are
promised a time when goodness and love in the end, will win out. The
message of Easter surely is that God sent his son Jesus to
share the darkness of our world, his cruel death on the
cross a stark and powerful demonstration of that. But the
darkness did not have the final say. God’s power raised
Jesus from death, opening the way to eternal life, a new
relationship with God, bringing freedom from guilt and a
new way to live.
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During Holy Week we follow Jesus’ final few days. They are difficult days,
painful days, and part of what we do on Maundy Thursday and Good
Friday is to face that and share in it in some small way, and then we can
experience even more fully the joy of Easter Day. There are details of
Holy Week events elsewhere in Contact.
‘THE LIGHT SHINES IN THE DARKNESS, AND THE DARKNESS
HAS NOT OVERCOME IT.’ John 1 :5
Warm greetings in Christ,
- Sue Mckenzie

TWEET

Nicky Gumbel @nickygumbel
20 Feb1 6
GOOD RELATIONSHIPS DON'T JUST HAPPEN. THEY TAKE TIME,
PATIENCE AND PEOPLE WILLING TO FACE ANY OBSTACLES
THROWN IN THEIR WAY.
- Rachel Hiscocks
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A BIG THANK YOU FROM THE TOMBS FAMILY.

Our grateful thanks to all who have faithfully prayed for our grandson Jack,
not only recently, but over the past eleven years since Jack and his twin
sister Mia were born. Jack's latest operation appears to have been
successful and he is now looking forward to being active again.
God Bless you all
- Ann Tombs

ELDER'S MEETING

The elders met on Tuesday 9th February –
here a couple of things we discussed.
Devotions focussed on Acts chapter 20 and particularly verses 24 & 32,
asking two questions. Do we take God’s grace for granted? Do we
understand the cost of God’s grace?
A small team including Sue, Dave Smith, David Harrup & Rachel are to
plan the Church away day on Saturday 21 st May. This will be
inside/outside at Mapplewell Hall and will include guest speaker David
Bedford, a United Reformed church pastor from Canterbury.
Anyone connected with the church is encouraged to put the 21 st May for
the away day in their diary.
The elders reviewed the agenda for their away day at the end of February
where there will be four sessions on – All Age Worship, After Fruitfulness,
Elders ‘training’ (gifts, skills and teamwork) and Towards the future …
vision.
Feedback from the All Age Worship session will be presented to the
church discussion meeting on Sunday 1 3th March.
- David Harrup
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THIS EASTER

As we did in 201 4 Churches Together in
Groby will be delivering an Easter card to
every home in Groby.
The card will tell people about the
various Easter activities, but more
importantly give people a reminder of
what Easter is really all about.
Help will be needed to deliver the cards – along with prayer support that
the message is understood by many who pick up the card from their door
mats.
-David Harrup

SUE'S WORKING SCHEDULE

Sometimes I find working part-time quite a challenge, and after talking to
God and others about this, I have decided that I am going to try a new
way of managing things. Each month there will be one week when I am
‘not at work’ and then I will work full time (one day off per week) for the
other three or so weeks.
The week when I am not at work will not be the same one each month,
because I need to take account of meetings and events that come at
various times in the month. Details of those weeks are up in the vestry if
you need to check, and I will leave a relevant message on the answer
phone and e-mail so that folk know not to expect a reply immediately. The
elders are fully supportive of this, and please do get in touch with an elder
if I am not available. But always in the case of pastoral emergency I can
be contacted on my mobile via an elder. It is not set in stone and we’ll see
how it goes.
- Sue McKenzie
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WELCOME PROJECT

Thank you to those brought in packets of
cereal and porridge in February – it all went
out to the project’s clients on Thursday 11 th
February.
To continue our regular support in March – please bring in just the
following items For Sunday 6th March – packets of tea bags or SMALL jar/s of coffee.
Thank you.
You can also continue to help by praying for the project, for the individuals
caught up in this desperate situation, and by offering practical help (see
Roger).
We have seen how God is not just working in the lives of some of the
clients but how God is reaching others through them – praise God.
For more information please see Roger, Ruth or David H.

FILM & FOOD FOR FELLAS

This will be the final Film & Food for Fellas for
our 201 5/1 6 season during which we have
watched Gravity, the Monuments Men,
October Sky, the Impossible and Invictus.
Those coming on 3rd March will choose from
the following films to watch – the Italian Job, Castaway, War House, the
Conversation, Hours and Unbroken.
This is a Churches Together evening and fellas from both churches are
encouraged to come along with a non-church friend.
What will the fellas do from April without their Film & Food?
- David Harrup
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OPEN THE BOOK

One of Jesus’ lines from our presentation in February
was ‘God is like a king, he wants all of you to be part
of his kingdom, to love him and to love each
other’ – simple as!
Next time someone asks you what
Christianity is all about – try to keep your response as simple.
Jesus asked Peter to try to fish further out and a net full of
brightly coloured fish appeared from underneath our blue sheet of the
sea. At our first presentation a young lad shouted out WOW! He
responded to the miraculous appearance of the fish.
Do we say WOW enough to the things that we see God doing around us?
Do we acknowledgement or even desire to see God’s miracles today?
In March our presentation is ‘The Great Parade’ as Jesus enters
Jerusalem with the crowds all shouting and following Him.
In the reflection afterwards the children are asked to think about the story
and – ‘Many people followed Jesus because he was kind and good. They
wanted to be like him. Think about who you would like to be like. Perhaps
you want to be like Jesus’
Let’s hope and pray they do.
To find out more about this valuable work please see either Lynda
Hawkes, Kevan Hall or David Harrup from the Open the Book team
– David Harrup
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GROBY SINGS

The two New Year ‘Cuppa, cake and chat’
sessions have been very successful and
we have added to our numbers with some
new members. Remember that rehearsals for GROBY SINGS THE
BEATLES AND ABBA start on MONDAY 22ND FEBRUARY for the adult
choir and FRIDAY 26TH FEBRUARY for the young singers (age 7 and
above). Posters with more details will be displayed around the area and
can also be found in the last edition of your magazine. As always, new
members will be given a very warm welcome.
Groby Sings was proud to support SoundCafe Leicester at their concert in
Leicester Cathedral on 30th January. This is a charity set up in October
201 4 to give a safe and creative space for people who are homeless or
socially isolated where they can go every week to get away from the
struggles of everyday life. Helen Hayes, our choir leader, is the Pioneer
Priest for people who are homeless for West Leicester Mission
Partnership and leads the SoundCafe choir. At the concert, the Groby
Sings children’s choir was superb, as always, and it was wonderful for
them, as well as the audience, to experience the talents of people who are
disadvantaged in ways that they are unlikely to have come across in their
short lives. Several members of Groby Sings, including SoundCafe
volunteers, joined with other friends of SoundCafe to accompany the
performers. From the SoundCafe community, as well as the choir there
were solo singers, violinists, guitar players and poetry readers and it was
good to see how they conquered their fears of performing to showcase
their talents. There were lots of Groby Singers in the audience and we
were treated to a varied and heartwarming evening which also raised over
£2000 to enable SoundCafe to continue to help those going through a
vulnerable period in their lives.
- June Ward
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CHURCH AWAY DAY

BOOK THE DATE! SATURDAY 21 ST MAY
AT MAPLEWELL HALL SCHOOL
Speaker: Rev David Bedford - Pastor of St. Andrew’s URC in Canterbury
and author of the book ‘From the Acorn of Discipleship.’
As well as our guest speaker and discussion, there will be worship and
prayer, and all sorts of activities, indoors and out for all ages to enjoy.
- Sue McKenzie
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TEACHING & WORSHIP
PROGRAMME

FRUITFULNESS ON THE FRONTLINE
- Sue McKenzie
6TH MAR 1 6
1 0am
Mike Playdon
Planting for a Harvest:
1 Corinthians 3:1 -9
(Mothering Sunday)
Communion

Elder: Mary Stait /
(C) Rachel Hiscocks

1 3TH MAR 1 6
1 0am
Rev Sue McKenzie
Healing for the Nations:
Revelation 22:1 -5

Elder: Dave Lomas

20TH MAR 1 6
1 0am
Rev Sue McKenzie
(Palm Sunday)

Elder: Tim Symonds

6.30pm

Reflective Style Worship (@ St P & J)

27TH MAR 1 6
1 0am
Rev Sue McKenzie
(Easter Sunday)
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Elder: Trevor Pringle

HELPING HANDS MAR 201 6
MEDIA

CRECHE
Linda Symonds

6th
1 3th
20th
27th

Rachel and Linda
Hilary and Ruth
Lewis and Hily
Catherine and Suzie

Tim Symmonds

6th
1 3th
20th
27th

Dave Smith
Chris Down
Mark Hiscocks
Afternoon - Tim Symonds
Phil Homes

COFFEE

FLOWERS

Joy Russell

Barbara Conlon

WELCOME

CTG FAIRCUPPA

6th
1 3th
20th
27th

Two Kays
Sue LB & Hily
Judith & Anne B
Pat C & Mary P

Joy Russell

6th
1 3th
20th
27th

Sue LB & Jan
Jean & Sheila
Hiscocks Family
Moira & Jim

6th
1 3th
20th
27th

Mrs. A. Dunn
Mrs. J. Mansfield
Mr. & Mrs. D. Harrup
Mr. & Mrs. R. Brandon

Violet Atkins

3rd
1 0th
1 7th

Elizabeth & Hilary
Jane & Anne
Peter & Enid

24th Violet & Kay
31 st Murial & June

CLEANING
Mary Stait

4/5th
11 /1 2th
1 8/1 9th
25/26th

Linda & Tim, Jan (help needed)
Pat C, Joy & Peter (help needed)
Jeanette & Barrie, Anne, Hilary
Kathy dB, Lynda H, Sue & Lewis

11

A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR
ANDRES, AYLAMBO, NEAR
CAJAMARCA IN PERU.

Barry, Julie and I stayed with Pastor Andres during our trip
to Cajamarca last year, so we thought you may like to
read this message from him, relayed by Tearfund. Aylambo is one of the
main projects supported by Warmis at the moment.
Andres is pictured here
standing at the back in the
brown jacket, with his wife
sitting at the front. Their
youngest daughter is in the
pink cardigan and favourite
lesson at school is maths.
Andres says ‘Thank you for the prayers and support for my community.
I’ve always lived here in Aylambo. When I was nine years old, my father
and older brother died in a car accident. I never went back to school, as
the eldest child I had to work to support my six siblings.
I met the Lord when I was 29. Struck down by disease, I had a stroke and
couldn’t walk. The local pastor, Santiago Tucumango, visited and told me
about Jesus. I started to recover and, thanks to Christ’s power, my life is
now full of hope.
I’ve always wanted to do something to transform our community. As I
walked to Cajamarca everyday with other young people looking for work,
we would talk about how to find solutions to our problems.
12

We set up a committee to promote projects to transform the lives of our
children. Because I did not finish my education, I want to make sure our
children can complete their studies. We now have a primary school and a
road between Aylambo and Cajamarca. Because we walked from
Aylambo to Cajamarca so many times for work, we knew how much of a
difference a good road would make.
Our vision for 201 6 is to construct a kindergarten, health centre and begin
building a secondary school. We keep knocking on doors, asking the
authorities for more funds. For me, I want to complete my education by
studying at the weekends. That’s my dream’.
PLEASE PRAY:
Thank God for Pastor Santiago Tucumango who visited and cared for
Andrew, leading him to Christ and giving him hope and a purpose for his
life.
Pray that Pastor Andrew’s community will be blessed in the coming year
and that more funds will be released to fund the kindergarten and
secondary school.
Ask that Pastor Andrew will be able to find time to study and complete the
education he was forced to halt when he was just nine years old.
- Kathy Du Boulay
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GREAT COFFEE, BACON COB, CAKES AND BOUNCY INFLATABLE

Every Saturday
9.30am-12pm
s
t mis
Don'

Easter Saturday
Special Event

MESSAGE FROM PROF. BRYAN JONES

Bryan is an old friend of Groby URC and has preached here many times.
I’ve recently been in touch with him. He passes on his best wishes to
everyone and is praying that the work here will continue to be blessed.
He is currently fully committed to his home parish of three churches with a
part-time Curate only.
-Kathy Du Boulay
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YOUR SHOEBOX WENT TO SWAZILAND!

Here is an update I received from earlier this week…
THANK YOU!
Thank you for sending a
shoebox gift with
Operation Christmas
Child. Because of you, a
child in Swaziland
received a gift to
remember. Your gift was
one of 41 ,341
shoeboxes sent to
Swaziland from the UK and 11 .2 million packed globally.
Once more children in need, all over the globe, experienced the joy of a
simple shoebox gift and the hope that comes with knowing they are loved
and not forgotten. The simplest of gifts can make the biggest impact… “I
want to thank Operation Christmas Child for thinking about children like
me who live far off out of town. One Sunday that I went to church all the
Sunday school children had been called to the front to receive a gift. I was
handed a big box, and when I opened it up I could not believe what I saw.
There was a set of toothbrushes and toothpaste! I have never used a
toothbrush before because we could not afford it - I have been using
sticks to clean my teeth. May God bless the people who sent us these
gifts because they in so many ways changed my life and that of my
family”.
Thank you for partnering with Operation Christmas Child in 201 5 to share
God’s love in a tangible way with children across the world over the
Christmas season.
- Operation Christmas Child via Mary Stait
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Happy March Birthday to:ROBERTO FRACCHIA
-Sue Lawrence Brooks

WORDLIVE CLASSIC

Pray, read, reflect and respond. Classic is the
simple, practical way to develop your relationship
with God, with additional material to help you go deeper into the
background of the Bible passage and multimedia resources to help you
look at the passage from a different angle. Create your classic God
moment anytime, anyplace, anywhere. Try it now
WWW.WORDLIVE.ORG/SESSION/CLASSIC
- Mark Hiscocks
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Chattabox
does Easter
Friday 25th March
1.30 – 3.30pm
St Philip & St James Church, Groby
Easter crafts, the
Easter story,
refreshments and
fun stuff to do!
All welcome – if you
are under 14, please
come with an adult.
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Churches Together in Groby
Jesus makes the journey to the cross and we
cannot truly celebrate the joy of Jesus alive on
Easter Sunday unless we have shared the sombre
mood of Maundy Thursday and the anguish of
Good Friday. God speaks through these unique
events to the heart of what it means to be a
Christian, so don't miss these opportunities to
deepen your experience of Easter.
Maundy Thursday 24th March
From 7.00pm at the URC:
Prayer stations open
7.30pm Communion Service
Prayer stations open until 9.00pm
Good Friday 25th March
1.30 – 3-30pm at St Philip & St James Church
Chattabox Does Easter (see details elsewhere)
Facing the cross
7.30pm at St Philip & St James Church
An hour to consider again the events and impact
of Good Friday
Easter Sunday
6.45am including reflective walk
- more details to follow
Communion Service at
Old John, Bradgate Park
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Fri 4th Mar
Sat 1 2th Mar
Tues 1 5th Mar
Sat 1 9th Mar
Thurs 24th Mar
Fri 25th Mar

Womens World Day of Prayer
'Come and Sing'
Talking to God
CTG Prayers
Maundy Thursday Communion
Good Friday CTG Events
- Kathy Du Boulay

PRAYER MEETING

This is an opportunity to talk to God about our church
TUESDAY 1 5 MAR 1 6, 7.30PM
THEME: 'JOINING THE DOTS...'
It is an hour of prayer led by an elder – all are welcome and encouraged
to come along.
- Mary Stait

APR 201 6 ISSUE

NEXT DEADLINE SAT 1 9 MARCH 201 6
Please submit articles to me by the above date, preferred via email.
This magazine is published in print and on the church website,
grobyurc.com. If you would like to be added or removed from the paper
copy distribution list or the monthly hyperlink email list, please let me
know.
- Mark Hiscocks, MAGAZINE@GROBYURC.COM
20

Groby United Reformed Church
member: Evangelical Alliance UK
www.grobyurc.com, LE6 OFE

CONTACTS

MINISTER:
Rev'd Sue McKenzie

011 6 2321 733 suemcken@gmail.com

Ruth Cross

07759 087804 ruth.cross@outlook.com

John Fryer

07540 957926 j.fryer1 @ntlworld.com

Phil Holmes

011 6 2253335 maxmellhouse@hotmail.com

Kay Peel

0751 0 1 911 82 ashforth40@gmail.com

YOUTH WORKER:

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES WORKER
SECRETARY:

HALL LETTINGS:

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP (1 0AM)
All Age with Y.church (children’s session) Holy Communion as announced.
Babies and toddlers can be cared for on Sunday mornings. The church building
has a loop hearing system, wheelchair access, a toilet for the disabled & baby
nappy-changing facilities.

Home Groups: Wed & Thurs evenings – see an elder for details.

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

Monday:

9.30-11 .30am Noah’s Ark Club for toddlers and families.
6.00-7.1 5pm Chattabox Mondays* (children years 3-6)
7.45-9.00pm Rock Solid* (young people in years 7-9)
Wednesday: 7.30-9.00pm Revelation* (teenagers, years 1 0-1 3)
Thursday:
1 0.30-1 2.00am Fair Cuppa* at Groby Village Hall.
Friday:
9.30-11 .30am CATCH* Coffee and chat (in term-time)
7.30-9.30pm Gap* (young people in years 1 0-1 3)
Saturday:
8.00-9.00am Prayers, all welcome
*These activities are run jointly with St. Philip & St. James Church as part of
'Churches Together in Groby'.

