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PRAYER FOR THE WEEK
1ST  7TH MAY 16
We are at the beginning of exam time for the young people again. Please
pray for them as they go through this difficult and important stage in their
lives. Pray for their ability to concentrate and recall their knowledge at the
right time.

8TH 14TH MAY 16
This week we are heading towards both Pentecost and Christian Aid
week. Please pray for both of these events. Pray for the CA collectors 
could you be one of them? Please also pray for the CtG social event to
celebrate Pentecost, that it will be a time of great fellowship and witness.

15TH – 21ST MAY 16
Please pray for the AWAY DAY at Maplewell Hall next Saturday. Pray for
a large number of people to turn up. Please ask God to help each one of
us to make steps of faith and at the same time experience much joy and
encouragement in our Christian journey.

22ND – 28TH MAY 16
This week our prayers are for the people who write our Bible Notes and
for those who use them. Please remember in prayer Barbara and Kay
who faithfully order the Notes for us. In case you don’t use Bible Notes,
give it a prayerful try.

29TH MAY – 4TH JUNE 16
Please pray that issues of Justice and Poverty are not far away from our
fellowship. Praise God for organisations like Tearfund who on our behalf
with our financial contributions help people to work their way out of
poverty, especially in Cajamarca and in Tanzania.

Are you aware of the Church’s Prayer Chain? For Urgent Prayer requests,
please contact Ruth Ivens on 2876038.
 Lynda Hawkes & Ruth Ivens

WELCOME FROM OUR
MINISTER
In 1892, two sisters, identical twins from Scotland, made one of
the most important scriptural discoveries of modern times. In a
time when travelling was rare for women, and academia was dominated
by men, these redoubtable ladies, who had little formal education, but
possessed a remarkable gift for languages ancient and modern,
journeyed to St Catherine’s monastery at Mount Sinai in Egypt. With
painstaking care and patience, they systematically worked through every
document in every dusty cupboard and corner of the library there, and
discovered, underneath another text, one of the earliest known copies of
the Gospels written in ancient Syriac, the language spoken by Jesus.
Agnes Lewis and Margaret Gibson didn’t let the disdain and jealousy of
male scholars get in their way, nor their lack of formal education. They
translated what they had found, and then brought this new biblical
treasure to world attention. It was the most important manuscript find
since that of the Codex Sinaiticus in 1859.
Settling in Cambridge, Agnes and Margaret also used a portion of their
considerable wealth to help found Westminster College in Cambridge,
and their portraits hang on the wall of the dining room. (I remember them
well!)
I am now reading the full story of their travels and their discoveries*, and
the courage and singlemindedness with which they approached their task
is inspirational.
Our calling as disciples, as followers of Jesus, in a world that is ever more
sceptical, needs both courage and singlemindedness. Let’s encourage
one another to greater confidence, not in ourselves, but in our great and
mighty God!
‘AS FOR US, WE HAVE THIS LARGE CROWD OF WITNESSES
AROUND US. SO THEN, LET US RID OURSELVES OF EVERYTHING
THAT GETS IN THE WAY, AND OF THE SIN WHICH HOLDS ON TO US
SO TIGHTLY, AND LET US RUN WITH DETERMINATION THE RACE
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THAT LIES BEFORE US. LET US KEEP OUR EYES FIXED ON JESUS,
ON WHOM OUR FAITH DEPENDS FROM BEGINNING TO
END.’ (Hebrews 12: 12)
On Friday I went to meet David Bedford who is the key speaker at the
Church Away Day at Maplewell Hall on May 21st. David is minister of St
Andrews URC in Canterbury, and his book ‘From the Acorn of
Discipleship’** sets a challenge and yet also offers a vision for a renewed
church in the UK, confidently making disciples for Jesus. I would
recommend reading it. Don’t miss this opportunity to hear him speak, and
to share in a day together which will be inspirational, practical, challenging
and fun. (You can find further details and a booking form in church or later
in Contact.)
With warm greetings in Christ,
 Sue Mckenzie
*The Sisters of Sinai: How Two Lady Adventurers Discovered the Hidden
Gospels
by Janet Soskice Published by Alfred A. Knopf
New York 2010
**From the Acorn of Discipleship: Steps Towards Fruitfulness and
Personal Growth by David Bedford Published by Onwards and Upwards
2014

TWEET
HTB CHURCH (@HTBCHURCH)
28/02/2016, 17:45
‘WHEN YOU ARE ROOTED IN CHRIST YOU KNOW WHO YOU ARE,
WHOSE YOU ARE.’@BethRedman
 Rachel Hiscocks
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MESSAGE AND INVITATION FROM
MARTIN GAGE AT CHRISTIAN AID
Christian Aid works in 45 countries in Africa, Asia,
Latin America and the Middle East. In the past 70
years we have changed millions of lives for the better. We help people to
help themselves out of Poverty. This is why it is important to give to
Christian Aid.
But charity and development work alone will not end poverty, we need to
change the way the world is run. Together we have already done this
through successful campaigns on Fair Trade, World Debt, Climate
Change and Tax dodging. That it is why it is important to take action with
Christian Aid.
But as Christian we follow a Saviour who changed lives and systems with
sacrificial love, showing us how to bring the Kingdom of God to earth as it
is in heaven. Describing this Kingdom Jesus said so the last will be first
and the first will be last. To reach out to the least of the world’s people.
The early church, born at Pentecost, followed this teaching and was
labelled as those who were causing trouble all over the world. This is why
we should pray with Christian Aid, love the least, and change our lives to
willingly make sacrifices in order to turn the world upsidedown.
So come on this journey with us. On May 14th you can physically journey
from home to join one of the pilgrimage routes planned, to arrive at Town
Hall Square to welcome the new Bishop of Leicester and then be part of
the Pentecost event in Bishop Street Methodist Church.
You can use this journey to encourage other to give, act and pray. You can
go on a spiritual journey to bring you closer to the Kingdom, where the last
will be first and the first will be last.
For further details: pick up a leaflet at the back of the Church or contact:
mgage@christianaid.org or go to Facebook and look for ‘Generous
Leicester and Leicestershire’
CHRISTIAN AID WEEK THEN BEGINS ON SUNDAY 15TH MAY.
 Trevor & Mary Pringle
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WELCOME PROJECT
Thank you to all who gave cereals last month
– there was enough for all clients for a couple
of weeks.
To continue our regular support in May –
please bring in just the following items 
Sunday 8th May – any type of canned vegetable or fruit.
Thank you.
You can also continue to help by praying for the project, for the individuals
caught up in this desperate situation, and by offering practical help (see
Roger).
Particularly pray for families that have been split up – that they are able to
be contact and will soon be reunited.
 For more information please see Roger, Ruth or David H.

Help needed!
Please help us reach all of the homes
in Groby this Christ an Aid Week.
Sign up at the back of the Church or
speak to Mary or Trevor Pringle if you
can deliver or collect.
0116 299 1783
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SOCIAL  CYCLE RIDE
The Church cycle ride this year is tied in with the
Church Away Day on 21st May. We will leave Church
at 08.45 and cycle to Maplewell by a direct route, so
that we arrive at 09.25! On the return journey we will
take a slightly longer route, as we have more time,
But still hope to be back at Church at 17.30.
Lewis McKenzie

A PRAYER FROM CHRISTIAN AID
FACEBOOK PAGE
Sunday 3rd April.
Alpha and Omega,
We long for your peace in Syria South Sudan and Turkey
Afghanistan Iraq and Israel and the occupied Palestinian territory
Burundi Brazil and Brussels.
And in those places enduring conflict
That do not make the headlines
A peace that passes understanding
A peace that transforms
A peace that reconciles and restores
A peace on earth as is in heaven
In the name of the one who was and is and is to come
Amen
 Trevor Pringle
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TEACHING & WORSHIP
PROGRAMME
‘BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING’, Ephesians is a great
‘post Easter’ letter celebrating all God has done in Christ, and what he
promises to do through his church, growing and gifting individuals to build
up the body of Christ.
 Sue McKenzie

1ST MAY 16
10am

Rev Sue McKenzie
‘Gods Household’
Ephesians 2:11  22

Elder: Mary Stait

Barrie Cooke
‘Inheriting the Promise’
Ephesians 3:1 – 13
Communion

Elder: Dave Lomas
(C) Phil Holmes

8TH MAY 16
10am

15TH MAY 16
10am

CTG Service –
Elder:Tim Symonds
Pentecost & Christian Aid at P&J

6.30pm

Reflective service at St P & J

22ND MAY 16
10am

Rev Sue McKenzie
All Age Service

7.15pm

Encounter

Elder:Trevor Pringle

29TH MAY 16
10am
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‘Riches in Christ’
Ephesians 3:14 – 21

Elder: David Harrup

HELPING HANDS MAY 2016
CRECHE

MEDIA

Linda Symonds

Tim Symonds

1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th

1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th

Rachel and Linda
Hilary and Ruth
Lewis and Hily
Catherine and Suzie
Jacquie and Linda

Mark Hiscocks
Phil Homes
Barrie DuBoulay
Matthew Hiscocks
Dave Smith

COFFEE

FLOWERS

Joy Russell

Barbara Conlon

1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th

1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th

Sue LB & Hily
Judith & Anne B
Pentecost @ P&J
Jan & Kathy dB
Ann T & Barbara C

Mr. & Mrs. D. Brooks
Mr. C. Taylor
Mr. & Mrs. B. McNeil
Mr. & Mrs. C. Down
Mr. & Mrs. T. Pringle

WELCOME

CTG FAIRCUPPA

Joy Russell

Violet Atkins

1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th

5th
12th
19th
26th

Kay B & Hily
Sue LB & Jan
Pentecost @ P&J
Hiscocks Family
Moira & Jim

Pat & Kay
Elizabeth & Hilary
Jane & Anne
Peter & Enid

CLEANING
Mary Stait

5/6th
12/13th
19/20th
26/27th

Kathy dB, Lynda H, Sue & Lewis
Dave S, Sue & Mike, Mary
Ruth, Sue LB, Jean (help needed)
Linda & Tim, Jan (help needed)
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ANDY RECEIVES AWARD FROM
PRINCESS ANNE
On March 10th, our friend Andy Cereseto was presented with his Butler
Trust award by The Princess Royal, at a ceremony at St James’s Palace.
After the Ceremony, during which the award recipients received their
certificates, a memorable afternoon tea was served to them and their
guests in the iconic Palace State Rooms. HRH The Princess Royal, along
with the Minister for Prisons,
Probation, Rehabilitation and
Sentencing, Andrew Selous MP, then
met Award Winners and their
personal guests.
The picture above was taken from
the Butler Trust website, which has a
full account of all 30 award winners.
Andy’s award was in recognition of
his work for the Loughborough
based ‘Minnie’s Friends’ charity,
which is a dropin centre for vulnerable people, particularly helping the
homeless, the lonely, those with debt problems and others with drug or
alcohol misuse.
Andy’s work with the charity has formalised its administration by
appointing a board of trustees, achieving registered charity status, and
obtaining grants to secure its continuance. His selfless efforts have
deservedly won him this national recognition.
 John Newnham
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MALCOLM CLARKE  RETIREMENT
The picture shows Malcolm Clarke at
the weekend to mark his retirement
from the URC at Hinckley, after he
and Jane had been in ministry there
for over 25 years. A good friend of
Groby URC, as Malcolm had been
Interim moderator around the time
when Sue become our Minister 4
years ago.
 Lewis McKenzie
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GROBY SINGS
Performance dates: Saturday 25th June 7.30pm
and Sunday 26th June 3.00pm in the Sports Hall at
Groby Community College. Tickets will be on sale from midMay. Further
details will be available shortly so watch out for our posters, church
magazines and The Spotlight.
For our summer 2016 performances, Groby Sings is going back half a
century to the Swinging Sixties and Super Seventies when musical
history was made with the coming of The Beatles and ABBA. Whatever
their age, everyone knows at least one Beatles or ABBA song and we
hope to delight our audiences this time with a fantastic selection of classic
songs by these world famous artists. There should be some interesting
sights on stage too as we raid our dressingup boxes for Beatles wigs
and sparkly costumes. Be prepared to be amazed in both sound and
vision!!
Our community choir, Groby Sings, goes from strength to strength with
numbers increasing almost on a weekly basis. At the last count there
were nearly 280 singers on the books which is a fantastic achievement
for our fourth year of singing together. Many of this year’s newcomers
have been encouraged to join by relatives, friends and acquaintances of
existing choir members. Our posters have sparked a lot of interest,
particularly because we are singing Beatles and ABBA songs which are
proving to be a very popular choice. We know too that many choir
members appreciate the social side of our choir. There is a great
camaraderie which is encouraged by Helen, our conductor, who works us
hard but makes us laugh too and, of course, who can resist the halftime
cake?
As the popularity of the choir is growing all the time and because Groby
Sings The Beatles and ABBA is already eagerly awaited, we expect that
tickets will be snapped up quickly so make sure to get your order in as
soon as possible. Enquiries to: Helen Hayes 07867 963328 or Ruth
Matthews 07759 395072 (not to the College).
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 June Ward

OPEN THE BOOK
In May our presentation to the primary schools is ‘Jesus
and the Taxman’ and we will be telling how Zacchaeus the
tax collector always chose to take a bit extra for himself.
The prayer at the end of the presentation is –
Dear God,
If there is anything in our lives that needs to change, please help us so
we:
Choose what is good.
Choose what is right.
Choose what is true.
Amen.

To find out more about this valuable work please see either Lynda
Hawkes, Kevan Hall or David Harrup from the Open the Book team
– David Harrup

MARRIAGE OF JESSICA AND LUKE
Barry and Kathy warmly welcome all our church family to the
wedding service of daughter Jessica to Luke on
Saturday 11th June, 1 pm
At St Philip & St James, Groby
Kathy Du Boulay
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FELLAS FOLLOWING FOOTPATHS
For our first walk in April we picked up the Ivanhoe Trail near Ratby and
walked through to Glenfield before heading back via a very muddy and
slippery footpath – but the least said about the slippery bit the better.
We will be meeting on the first Thursday of each month until September,
walking out of Groby and back via a different route for 6090 minutes on
at times muddy/rough paths – so walking boots and possibly waterproofs
required. If the route takes us by a local pub we will stop for a short drink.
The next walk on 5th May will probably take us out through Martinshaw
Woods to Ratby and then back into Groby on the old railway line.
This is a Churches Together evening and fellas from both churches are
encouraged to come along with a nonchurch friend.
For more information please see me  David
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Happy May Birthday to:
CHLOE KIRBY
Sue Lawrence Brooks

GREAT COFFEE, BACON COB, CAKES AND BOUNCY INFLATABLE

Every Saturday
9.30am-12pm
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Thurs 5 May

Fellas Following Footpaths

Tues 17th May

Talking to God

Sat 21st May

Church Away Day

 Kathy Du Boulay

PRAYER MEETING
This is an opportunity to talk to God about our church

TUESDAY 17 MAY 16, 7.30PM
It is an hour of prayer led by an elder – all are welcome and encouraged
to come along.
 David Harrup

JUNE 2016 ISSUE
NEXT DEADLINE SAT 21 MAY 2016
Please submit articles to me by the above date, preferred via email.
This magazine is published in print and on the church website,
grobyurc.com. If you would like to be added or removed from the paper
copy distribution list or the monthly hyperlink email list, please let me
know.
 Mark Hiscocks, MAGAZINE@GROBYURC.COM
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Groby United Reformed Church
member: Evangelical Alliance UK
www.grobyurc.com, LE6 OFE

CONTACTS
MINISTER:
Rev'd Sue McKenzie

0116 2321733 suemcken@gmail.com

YOUTH WORKER:
Ruth Cross

07759 087804 ruth.cross@outlook.com

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES WORKER
John Fryer

07540 957926 j.fryer1@ntlworld.com

SECRETARY:
Phil Holmes

0116 2253335 maxmellhouse@hotmail.com

HALL LETTINGS:
Kay Peel

07510 191182 ashforth40@gmail.com

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP (10AM)
All Age with Y.church (children’s session) Holy Communion as
announced. Babies and toddlers can be cared for on Sunday mornings.
The church building has a loop hearing system, wheelchair access, a
toilet for the disabled & baby nappychanging facilities.
Home Groups: Wed & Thurs evenings – see an elder for details.

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Monday:

Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

9.3011.30am
6.007.15pm
7.459.00pm
7.309.00pm
10.3012.00am
9.3011.30am
7.309.30pm
8.009.00am

Noah’s Ark Club for toddlers and families.
Chattabox Mondays* (children years 36)
Rock Solid* (young people in years 79)
Revelation* (teenagers, years 1013)
Fair Cuppa* at Groby Village Hall.
CATCH* Coffee and chat (in termtime)
Gap* (young people in years 1013)
Prayers, all welcome

*These activities are run jointly with St. Philip & St. James Church as part of
'Churches Together in Groby'.

