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PRAYER FOR THE WEEK
5TH  11TH JUNE

Please pray this week for David Harrup and his leadership of Fellas
Following Footpaths. Pray that more fellas will join this group and that
meaningful conversations will take place as they walk around the village
and beyond.

12TH – 18TH JUNE

Please pray for the Golden Oldies folk. Pray for them to find joy, comfort,
good fellowship and a sense of God’s love and care as they attend the
various activities.

19TH  25TH JUNE

The AGM is for the members to be part of the decision making process of
our Church. Please pray for many to attend; after all it is a part of our
worship to God.

25TH JUNE  2ND JULY

Once again a group of young people and leaders are going to the Spree
Camp. Please follow them with your prayers. Pray for much fun and to
learn more about Jesus and how we all can be his friend.

Are you aware of the Church’s Prayer Chain? For Urgent Prayer requests,
please contact Ruth Ivens on 2876038.

 Lynda Hawkes & Ruth Ivens
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WELCOME FROM OUR MINISTER
Someone commented to me the other week that popular TV
programmes, particularly those competition style ones with live
audiences, are very noisy. And thinking about recent
programmes I have watched, I think he was right. The presenters
hype everybody up and raise their voices over the noise and excitement,
not to mention the constant musical fanfares. We are also becoming used
to being ‘on call’ 24 hours of every day. Mobile phones, texts, emails and
social networking sites are up and running at all times of day and night;
many businesses operate across the world. Two friends of mine regularly
hold conference calls with Californian work colleagues either very late at
night or early in the morning and are expected to respond to emails and
calls on their mobiles phones outside ‘normal’ working hours. This is not
an uncommon pattern.

God created the world with a structure and framework of day and night,
time and season, and within that pattern there is rest. Increasingly our
busy modern world encroaches on the shape of our day, our week and
our year. We even lose the shape of the seasons to some extent because
certain fruit and vegetables which only used to be available at certain
times of the year, can now be purchased all year round. We can and
should, in my opinion, turn off the mobile phone abit more, and plan a
computerfree day every week!! (Those of you without computers can feel
quite smug at this point!!)

Take time out to appreciate other things, to listen to the birds, walk in an
open space, look at the stars and talk to God, pray and listen. Things that
seemed so vital and pressing somehow gain a more healthy perspective
when we do.

Jesus said: ‘Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor
gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not
of more value than they?…….Consider the lilies of the field, how they
grow; they neither toil nor spin and yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his
glory was not clothed like one of these.’ (part of Matthew 6: 26 – 29)
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TWEET
NICKY GUMBEL (@NICKYGUMBEL)

15/05/2016, 14:58

CHURCH IS NOT AN ORGANISATION YOU JOIN; IT IS A FAMILY
WHERE YOU BELONG, A HOME WHERE YOU ARE LOVED AND A
HOSPITAL WHERE YOU FIND HEALING.

 Rachel Hiscocks

‘Keep Sunday special’ was the name of the campaign which was set up to
oppose Sunday trading. I think Sunday trading is here to stay, but as
Christians keeping Sunday as a day when we go to church, when we
perhaps eat a relaxed meal with family or friends, when we ‘look at the
birds of the air’ has to be a good and healthy thing to do. And if working
patterns don’t allow you to do this on a Sunday, then it needs putting in
somewhere else.

I’d be interested to know if you agree with me!

Greetings in Christ,  Sue McKenzie



3

Prayer of the week............................................................... Front Cover
Welcome.............................................................................. 1
Tweet....................................................................................2
Bishop Martyn Visits Chattabox Mondays............................4
Introduction to Baptism.........................................................5
Church Away Day.................................................................5
News from Deb Goodhead...................................................7
Welcome Project.................................................................. 8
Election of Elders................................................................. 8
Teaching and Worship..........................................................10
Helping Hands......................................................................11
Training Events.....................................................................12
Birthdays.............................................................................. 16
Groby Sings..........................................................................16
Open the Book..................................................................... 17
Marriage of Jessica & Luke.................................................. 17
Fellas Following Footpaths...................................................18
Dates for your diary.............................................................. 20
Next Contact Deadline......................................................... 20
Talking to God...................................................................... 20
Church Contact Details........................................................ Back Cover

CONTENTS



4

BISHOP MARTYN VISITS CHATTABOX
MONDAYS

On Monday 2nd May the new Bishop of Leicester, Martyn Snow, visited
Chattabox Mondays. This was a scoop as he was only installed on the
following Saturday!

He was asked lots of great questions by the children, including

'What does a Bishop do all day?'

and

'Do you wear a uniform?'

Then the children
recorded some of their
own prayers and prayed
for Bishop Martyn, too.
He then prayed for us
and gave everyone a
wooden prayer cross
each.

This was a special
evening and I am sure
both the children, the
leaders and Bishop
Martyn will remember it for a long time!

He plans to return in the future to meet with Rock Solid and some of the
older teens, too.

 John Fryer
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INTRODUCTION TO BAPTISM
ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EXPLORING WHAT IT
MEANS TO BE BAPTISED?

Do you know anyone who might be interested?

There are 3 sessions planned for Friday afternoons at 3.45pm for about
an hour on 24th June, 8th July, and 15th July.

If you are interested or would like further information, please contact:

Sue McKenzie (suemcken@gmail.com) or

Rachel Hiscocks (rachel.hiscocks@gmail.com)

Sue McKenzie

CHURCH AWAY DAY
On Saturday 21 May 16, 55 church members and friends spent the day
at Maplewell School, in Woodhouse Eaves for an away day to spend time
together including worship and teaching. The day was led by David
Bedford a URC minister from Canterbury. Many felt the presence of the
Holy Spirit. David used the helpful analogy of a ladder to outline the
'steps' to help each
other in the christian
life:

 Win
 Confirm
 Desciple
 Send

He reflected that
decipleship or
(becomining more like
Jesus) is best
achieved with the help and support of other Christians.

 Mark Hiscocks
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A Date with Deb

Sunday 19th June 2016: 3pm‐5pm 

Groby United Reformed Church, Chapel Hill, Groby, Leics

For: 

Feedback & The Future

Catch up & Cake

Refreshments & Rehema Gift Shop

Available to Buy: Rehema & Go MAD Project gi�s

The a�ernoon will begin with the Presenta�on at 3pm
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NEWS FROM DEB GOODHEAD
I just wanted to take this opportunity to update you on
some of my news. As you know I went to Language
School back in February for 5 weeks. This was an
incredible time but God used it very differently to what I
expected!

Basically I went to Language School to advance my Swahiliwhich I did
(not fluent but I am able to understand so much more!) but God used it for
much more than that!!! I had time to really reflect on where my life was
going. When I was praying about it and having some time out to think, I
really felt that God was guiding me to make the decision to move on from
GoMAD at the end of this year. This was a big decision, but being away
in Iringa really gave me time to seek and discern what I felt God was
saying.

So, what is next?! I am not 100% sure of what my next step is but I am in
the process of seeking God’s discernment on one possibility. I am home
for a 2 week holiday in June where I will know more. If you would like to
hear more about what God has been doing in GoMAD in the last 6
months as well as what my next steps will be then please join with me at
an Update event (details shown to left).

So this year will involve a lot of unexpected change but God is good and I
am excited for what He has next – even though I don’t know exactly what
that looks like yet! It will be very hard to leave my life out here in Tanzania
but it feels this year is the right time.

So that’s my news!!! I hope you can make my update event.

God bless

 Deb Goodhead
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WELCOME PROJECT
Thank you to those who gave food last month
for the project. The project relies upon gifts
from various groups as well as leftover food
from Sainsbury and food from Fare Share
organisation.

To continue our regular support in June – please bring in just the following
items 

SUNDAY 5TH JUNE – TEA BAGS. Thank you.

You can also continue to help by praying for the project, for the individuals
caught up in this desperate situation, and by offering practical help (see
Roger).

If you want to visit the project to see what happens with the food we give
please see Roger or myself – David Harrup

ELECTION OF ELDERS
2016

Church members will soon be asked to put forward names of people they
feel God may be calling to serve the church as elders. Each year some
Elders step down as the system we operate requires them to take a break
after serving 2 terms of 3 years, so new elders are needed.

Choosing elders is a significant responsibility of church members, and the
whole process must be undergirded by prayer and discernment of who
God may be calling at this point to serve.

So please, when your nomination papers arrive, will you pray and think
carefully about all aspects of eldership, and who, amongst a wonderfully
gifted congregation, you discern God given gifts which would be a
blessing to the elders team? Who may God be calling? It may not be the
people who are immediately the most obvious!

 Sue McKenzie
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JUDITH FROM CAJAMARCA
Judith lives in Aylambo near
Cajamarca, and has had a
challenging life so far, though still
only 9 years old. After her Mum abandoned
her when she was very small, she was
bought up by her Dad and step Mum, Olga.

Now her Dad has gone to Lima in search of work, some 14 hours away,
and she is cared for by Olga and her grandparents.

However, emotional trauma is not the only thing she has had to cope
with, as officially she doesn’t exist. She doesn’t have any identity papers
and as a result, is finding enrolment in school very difficult. However,
Warmis have been working with a lawyer to overcome this obstacle.

Warmis, supports many families, like Judith’s, who face complex
problems including domestic abuse, relationship breakdown and a lack of
job opportunities. They believe that families will not be able to see beyond
their problems until they cultivate relationships based on love, trust and
faith in God.

On Sundays Judith goes to the children’s workshop run by Warmis.
Judith says, “I love coming to class with Miss Lizeth (Warmis facilitator).
She talks to me nicely and taught me to read Bible stories. Sometimes
when I am scared at night, my grandmother
comes to me. We pray and the Lord takes
care of me so I can sleep, wake up and go to
school.

Please pray:

That Judith’s father will find work closer to home,

That more people will come to know the love of Jesus

Thank God for the opportunity to support projects like Warmis, who, by
His Grace, are bringing about transformative change in people’s lives.

Kathy Du Boulay
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TEACHING & WORSHIP
PROGRAMME

‘BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING’, Ephesians is a great
‘post Easter’ letter celebrating all God has done in Christ, and what he
promises to do through his church, growing and gifting individuals to build
up the body of Christ.  Sue McKenzie

5TH JUNE 16

10am Kevan Hall Elder: Dave Smith
‘Maturity in Christ’
Ephesians 4:116

6pm Reflective Service @ Markfield Methodist church

12TH JUNE 16

10am David Harrup Elder: Phil Holmes
‘Living in the Light’
Ephesians 4:17 5: 14

19TH JUNE 16

10am Rev Sue McKenzie – Elder: Mary Stait
‘Live it where you are’ (c) David Harrup
Ephesians 5: 15 – 6:9
All Age Communion

6.30pm Reflective service

26TH JUNE 16

10am Rev Sue McKenzie Elder: Dave Lomas
All Age Service

7.15pm Encounter
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HELPING HANDS JUNE 2016

CRECHE

Sue Lawerance Brooks

5th Rachel H, Susie & Dan or
Rachel Parker

12th Hilary, Ruth & Jan
19th Lewis, Hily & Ric
26th Catherine, Linda & Jacquie

COFFEE

Joy Russell

5th The 2 Kays
12th Dave & Hilary
19th Sue L B & Hily
26th Pat C & Mary

FLOWERS

Barbara Conlon

5th Mrs. P. Judd
12th Mr. O. Hedges
19th Mr. & Mrs. R. Fracchia
26th Mr. & Mrs. T. Whittaker

WELCOME

Joy Russell

5th Anne B. & Barbara L
12th Joy & Peter
19th John & Elaine
26th Trevor & Mary

CLEANING

Mary Stait

2/3rd Pat C, Joy & Peter Kay B
9/10th Jeanette & Barrie, Anne, Hilary
16/17th Kathy dB, Lynda H, Sue & Lewis
23/24th Dave S, Sue & Mike, Mary
30/1st Ruth, Sue LB, Jean (help needed)

CTG FAIRCUPPA

Violet Atkins

2nd Violet & Kay
9th Murial & June
16th Linda
23rd Margaret & Romaine
30th Connie & Beryl

MEDIA

Tim Symonds

5th Chris Down
12th Mark Hiscocks
19th Phil Homes
26th Barrie DuBoulay



12

TRAINING EVENTS
Two events which have been drawn to my attention and come
recommended:
SATURDAY 25TH JUNE

Venue: Open Heaven Church, St Peter’s Centre, Storer Road,
Loughborough, LE115EQ

Time: 1011am. Free 1 HOUR FAMILY SESSION.

An all age family gathering where Rachel will do a workshop with parents
and children together on overcoming fear and anxiety equipping parents
and children to encounter Jesus. It will be a really equipping and fun hour
for families to attend all together. Tea/coffee and juice afterwards…

Time: 14:30pm CHILDREN’S LEADER/HELPER TRAINING (cost £5)

This training is available to all your children’s leaders and helpers. Rachel
will be leading this through and it will be inspiring and interactive. We’d
love to create some space to network & connect as children’s leaders and
pray for of the children the area.

Rachel Turner, (http://www.rachelturner.org.uk) is a children’s leader at a
church in London, and also leads children’s ministry at New Wine and
many other festivals and events. She speaks nationally on equipping
parents and children’s leaders, and she’s simply brilliant, inspiring and
very funny! She has written three books: Parenting Children for a life of
Faith, Parenting Children for a life of Purpose and Parenting Children for a
life of Confidence, and she is coming to Loughborough.

Please come along! We’d love to have you! Please contact:

Melanie Cave, Children & Families Worker, Open Heaven Church
melanie.cave@openheaven.org

 Sue McKenzie
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 With ‘Elizabethan’  
refreshments    

        

 

Lifts available see - Anne Brandon, 
Barbara Conlon, Joy Russell 
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Songs of the Spirit

Sunday 19th June
3.30-5.30pm

Groby Village Hall

Songs from around the world that make your heart 'sing' 
Songs of joy, liberation and peace with Christian roots

Come and add your voice to the harmonies, no singing experience necessary
All ages are welcome although we ask that parents help us maintain a peaceful

atmosphere.
Led by local professional musicician

No booking required. £2.00 donation at the door.
Tea and cake included.

For more information contact Karen Silverwood  07739 555015
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Reflective
Service

Prayer, silence and songs 
inspired by the ecumencal and international

monastic community of Taizé, France

15th May, 6.30pm at St Philip and St James, Groby

5th June, 6pm at Markfield Methodist Church

19th June, 6.30pm at United Reformed Church, Groby

3rd July, 6pm at Markfield Methodist Church

17th July, 6.30pm at St Philip and St James, Groby

18th Sep, 6.30pm at St Philip and St James, Groby

For more information: Karen 07739555015
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HappyJune Birthdays to:

ARLO NORTONPLATTS
SAM LOMAS

Sue Lawrence Brooks

GROBY SINGS
Tickets for Groby Sings The Beatles and ABBA are
now on sale through choir members. On the first
day nearly 400 tickets were sold! At a price of only £5, the same as last
year, it will be Money, Money, Money well spent on an afternoon or
evening of fantastic entertainment so order your tickets through any
Groby Singer as soon as possible. Any remaining tickets will go on sale
at Chaplin’s Butchers, Groby, from Saturday, 28th May. Don’t miss out on
our latest fun production, we promise you’ll go home with a smile on your
face!

Performance dates: Saturday 25th June 7.30pm and Sunday 26th June
3.00pm in the Sports Hall at Groby Community College. Enquiries to:
Helen Hayes 07867 963328 or Ruth Matthews 07759 395072 (not to the
College).

 June Ward
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OPEN THE BOOK
I am writing this article between two of our May
presentations of ‘Jesus and the Taxman’ where we are
telling how Zacchaeus the tax collector always chose to
take a bit extra for himself.

Throughout this week many of us have been collectors but taking a bit
extra for God as we have collected the Christian Aid envelopes.

Yesterday evening I was collecting and whilst a dad went to find his
envelope a young boy looked to see who was at the door, then looked
again and then his brother came to look. The dad confirmed they were
pupils from Martinshaw School and I guess they recognised me. He was
the chair of governors and said how welcome the Open the Book team
was and how much the children looked forward to us going.

I hope and pray that these presentations for many of the pupils will help
them to at some stage in their lives recognise and accept Jesus Christ as
their Saviour.

In June our presentation is ‘Jesus and the Children’ and towards the end
Jesus says ‘Don’t you see? God wants us all to be like these children. To
love him like a father. To trust him completely. And to long to be with him.’

To find out more about this valuable work please see either Lynda
Hawkes, Kevan Hall or David Harrup from the Open the Book team

– David Harrup

MARRIAGE OF JESSICA AND LUKE
Barry and Kathy warmly welcome all our church family to the
wedding service of daughter Jessica to Luke on
Saturday 11th June, 1 pm
At St Philip & St James, Groby

Kathy Du Boulay
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FELLAS FOLLOWING FOOTPATHS
On our second walk in May we managed to creep across a field beyond
Ratby without disturbing the bull in the field – but we were then beaten in
a standoff with a young bullock. After a ten minute detour the drink at the
local was very welcome.

We will be meeting on the first Thursday of each month until September,
walking out of Groby and back via a different route for 6090 minutes on
at times muddy/rough paths – so walking boots and possibly waterproofs
required.

The next walk on Thursday 2nd June will head out towards Anstey via the
bottom southern end of Groby and then back to Groby via the fishing
lakes or Sheet Hedges Wood.

This is a Churches Together evening and fellas from both churches are
encouraged to come along with a nonchurch friend.

For more information please see me  David H
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Sat 4 June CTG Prayers

Sat 18th June Golden Oldies  Trash in the attic

Tues 21st June Talking to God

Sat 28th June Church AGM Meeting

 Kathy Du Boulay

JULY/AUGUST 2016 ISSUE
NEXT DEADLINE SAT 18 JUNE 2016

Please submit articles to me by the above date, preferred via email.

This magazine is published in print and on the church website,
grobyurc.com. If you would like to be added or removed from the paper
copy distribution list or the monthly hyperlink email list, please let me
know.

 Mark Hiscocks, MAGAZINE@GROBYURC.COM

PRAYER MEETING
This is an opportunity to talk to God about our church

TUESDAY 21 JUNE 16, 7.30PM

It is an hour of prayer led by an elder – all are welcome and encouraged
to come along.

 David Harrup





Groby United Reformed Church
member: Evangelical Alliance UK
www.grobyurc.com, LE6 OFE

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Monday: 9.3011.30am Noah’s Ark Club for toddlers and families.

6.007.15pm Chattabox Mondays* (children years 36)
7.459.00pm Rock Solid* (young people in years 79)

Wednesday: 7.309.00pm Revelation* (teenagers, years 1013)
Thursday: 10.3012.00am Fair Cuppa* at Groby Village Hall.
Friday: 9.3011.30am CATCH* Coffee and chat (in termtime)

7.309.30pm Gap* (young people in years 1013)
Saturday: 8.009.00am Prayers, all welcome

*These activities are run jointly with St. Philip & St. James Church as part of
'Churches Together in Groby'.

CONTACTS
MINISTER:

Rev'd Sue McKenzie 0116 2321733 suemcken@gmail.com

YOUTH WORKER:

Ruth Cross 07759 087804 ruth.cross@outlook.com

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES WORKER

John Fryer 07540 957926 j.fryer1@ntlworld.com

SECRETARY:

Phil Holmes 0116 2253335 maxmellhouse@hotmail.com

HALL LETTINGS:

Kay Peel 07510 191182 ashforth40@gmail.com

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP (10AM)
All Age with Y.church (children’s session) Holy Communion as
announced. Babies and toddlers can be cared for on Sunday mornings.
The church building has a loop hearing system, wheelchair access, a
toilet for the disabled & baby nappychanging facilities.
Home Groups: Wed & Thurs evenings – see an elder for details.

www.grobyurc.com



