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PRAYER FOR THE WEEK
4 T H – 1 0 T H S E P T E MB E R
Please pray for the Open the Book team as they begin their 3rd year of
taking Bible stories into the 3 Primary Schools in Groby. Pray for good
team spirit and for inspiration and wisdom as they prepare the stories.
The team members for URC are Lynda Hawkes, David Harrup and Kevan
Hall.

11TH  17TH SEPTEMBER
Our Elders always have much to do and their roles have required more of
them recently. Please pray for strength and wisdom for them as they carry
out God's work for us and among us.

1 8 T H  2 4 T H S E P T E MB E R
A day of prayer is planned for next Sunday. Please pray for us as a
church to become an active praying community. Please prayerfully assess
your own prayer life, and respond to God’s calling.

25TH SEPTEMBER  1ST OCTOBER
As Love Groby Tasters enters its 2nd year, please thank God for its huge
success and pray that even more villagers will come along on a Saturday
morning to enjoy the fellowship and fun. Pray for safety for the children
and that good relationships will be made.
 Lynda Hawkes & Ruth Ivens

W E L C O ME F R O M T R E V O R ,
CHURCH E LDE R
As I write this we are enjoying a period of warm
unbroken sunshine as the final weeks of summer provide many of us with
an opportunity to enjoy ourselves in some way or other with our friends
and family. For some of us however (myself included) the next few weeks
also bring a time of significant change as people we know change school,
jobs, retire, navigate ill health or support others who are challenged in
some way both here in Groby and further afield.
If we are honest with ourselves we can find it difficult however to know
how to best support those in need. How can we be sure that the things
we do are for the best for those that we care for? It can be like being in
an unfamiliar dark room searching for the light switch in order that we can
see where we need to go!
I am reminded however of the motto of my most recent employer,
Wolverhampton City Council – “OUT OF DARKNESS COMETH LIGHT”,
a motto that is also shared by the City’s Football club – The Wanderers.
We however need not “wander” alone  God’s word is a lamp to our feet
and a light for our path. We need to reflect upon our Christian faith and
scripture and draw upon this as we move forward.
Wherever we find ourselves at this time we should take comfort in
knowing that God will always equip us with everything good for doing his
will and will work in us what is pleasing to him. (Hebrews 13:2123).
Over the last year we have looked at Fruitfulness on the front line and the
part we can play in
Modelling Godly Character
Making Good Work
Ministering Grace & Love
Moulding Culture
Being a mouthpiece for Truth & Justice
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Being a messenger of the Gospel
We are blessed indeed if we can achieve all the above but we know that
by modelling our faith as we go about our daily lives we can impact upon
others and bring them closer to God. We should not always expect big
bangs – sometimes lasting change happens over a longer period of time.
Mary and I recently lost an old friend of ours. A church evangelist Martin
also went on to become a renowned international “twitcher”. Although it is
over twenty years since we last met, we were greatly heartened to read
tributes from his fellow twitchers who had clearly discerned that there was
something different about him and acknowledged that he brought about a
change in their life.
Let us therefore look forward to the coming weeks, draw upon our shared
Christian principles and work together to model godly character in all that
we do. Let us minister His Grace and Love and welcome those who are
searching for the Light.
 Trevor Pringle

A LL A B O A RD T HE S K Y LA RK !
This was taken on the first of the Golden Oldies outings to Ullvescroft on
August 9th. We had a wonderful day of fellowship, with some new friends
joining us for the first time.
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TWEET
N I C K Y G U MB E L (@ N I C K Y G U MB E L )
Aug 10
IT'S THE HOLY SPIRIT'S JOB TO CONVICT, GOD'S JOB TO JUDGE,
AND MY JOB TO LOVE.  Billy Graham
 Rachel Hiscocks
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O P E N T HE B O O K
In September we start a new season of the Open the
Book presentations at the three primary schools in
Groby starting with ‘the Walls Fall Down’.
The presentation explains how God solved a big
problem in an amazing way and the prayer to be said at
the end is –
‘DEAR GOD, YOU HELPED JOSHUA TO SOLVE HIS PROBLEM IN AN
UNUSUAL WAY IN TODAY’S STORY. PLEASE HELP US WITH ALL THE
PROBLEMS WE’VE BEEN THINKING ABOUT TODAY. AMEN.’
Perhaps we should get the trumpets out for some of the world’s problems
today! To find out more about this valuable work please see either Lynda
Hawkes, Kevan Hall or David Harrup from the Open the Book team
– David Harrup.

Happy September Birthdays to:
WILLIAM WARD
S A M CO LLI NS
Sue Lawrence Brooks
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DAY OF PRAYER
S UN 25T H S E P T 2016
Following on from previous years and a week of prayer,
we have decided this year that we will focus a complete
day on prayer. This is an exciting opportunity for everyone in the church
to be fully engrossed in prayer and will look at aspects such as:
How do we pray?  When do we pray?  Where do we pray?
There will be a variety of events and activities during the day which will be
outlined in a service nearer the date but please take note of the following:
10AM  11:15AM

MO R N I N G W O R S H I P

12: 30P M – 2P M 

P I CNI C O N T HE B E A CH

For families with children under 10. Activities for all the family and lunch
will be provided
2P M – 5P M 

PRAYER STATIONS

The church will be open for people to come and experience the resources
and to pray
5P M – 6: 15P M 

FAITH SUPPER

Please bring along something to share with others so we can join
together in fellowship and food
6: 30P M 

E NCO UNT E R

A service of Praise and Thanksgiving with a guest speaker giving their
Encounter
Please pray for us as we plan this day and give thanks to God for the
privilege of being able to do this freely and commit ourselves to him.
Please keep an eye on the notices for further information as at present
the timings and finer details are not quite finalised.
 Karen Harrup
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WELCOME PROJECT
Thank you to those that have continued to
support the work of the Welcome Project
which runs the foodbank for asylum seekers
on a Thursday morning and on Tuesday
afternoons a group for women and children.
Our next collection for the project is as below 
SUNDAY 4TH SEPT – COFFEE (100G JAR SIZE)
Over the summer we have seen a number of our regular clients at the
project move on after successfully gaining asylum; in particular a family
that has visited our church now live and work in London. It has been
amazing to see how God has opened so many doors for them following
their absolute commitment they showed by leaving so much behind
because of their faith.
You can also continue to help to all by praying for the project, for the
individuals caught up in this desperate situation, and by offering practical
help (see Roger). To find out more about the Thursday foodbank see
Roger or myself, or to find out about the Tuesday group see Ruth.
 David Harrup

PRAYER
Lord, help us to wake up to the need to feast on Your Word as
if our very lives depended on it. Stir up in us a new hunger,
not for momentary spiritual delicacies, but for the substantial
truth that is the Word of the living God. Amen.
Kathy Du Boulay from ‘Every Day with Jesus. CWR
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A film about why the climate crisis is the best
opportunity we've ever had to build a better world.

Saturday 17th September 2016
URC Church, Chapel Hill, Groby
7.00-9.30pm
Introductions and refreshments, film screening 7.30-9pm
followed by discussion for those who wish to stay.

Come along and be inspired!
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T E A CHI NG & W O RS HI P
P R O G R A MME
THE BOOK OF ISAIAH. In a time when there was
huge upheaval on an international scale, and the tiny
nation of Israel was under pressure from all sides, the prophet Isaiah had
a vision of the holy God. He saw clearly that he and his people were far
from holy. He proclaimed the need for repentance, and how God would
punish then if they didn’t change. But Isaiah also had words from God of
hope and deliverance. God was doing a new thing, something that would
offer salvation, and would give them a hope and a future. The promise is
of a Messiah, a saviour, but one who would come as a baby born to a
virgin, ‘God with us’ Emmanuel, Prince of Peace, one who would preach
good news to the poor, and bind up the broken hearted.
 Sue McKenzie

4T H S E P T 16
10am

Title  TBA
Elder: Dave Lomas
Ray Heywood / Dave Lomas

11TH SEPT 16
10am

'Rebellion and Grace’
Elder: Tim Symonds/
Isaiah 1: 14; 16b20; 2:15
Phil (C)

18T H S E P T 16
10am

‘The Holy God’
Isaiah 6:113

Elder: Rachel Hiscocks

6.30pm

Reflective service @ St. Philip & St. James Groby

25T H S E P T 16
10am

'Day of Prayer'

7.15pm

Encounter
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Elder: Dave Smith

HE LP I NG HA NDS S E P T 2016
CRE CHE

ME D I A

Sue Lawrence Brooks

Tim Symonds
4th
Mark Hiscocks
11th Phil Holmes
18th Barrie Du Boulay
25th Dave Smith

4th
11th
18th
25th

Rachel H, Susie
& Dan or Rachel Parker
Hilary, Ruth & Jan
Lewis, Hily & Ric
Catherine, Linda & Jacquie

CO F F E E

F LO W E RS

Joy Russell

Barbara Conlon

4th
11th
18th
25th

4th
11th
18th
25th

Ann T & Barbara C
Dave & Hilary
The 2 Kays
Sue LB & Hily

Mr. & Mrs. J. Thomson
Mrs. K. Blick
Mr. & Mrs. M. Pratt
Mr. & Mrs. R. Brandon

W E L C O ME

CTG FAIRCUPPA

Joy Russell

Violet Atkins

4th
11th
18th
25th

1st
8th
15th
22th
29th

Kay B & Hily
Sue LB & Jan
Jean & Sheila
Hiscocks Family

Lynda
Connie & Beryl
Glennis & Neta
Kay & Pat
Elizabeth & Hilary

CLE A NI NG
Kathy Du Boulay

29th Aug – 3rd:
5th – 10th:
12th – 17th:
19th – 24th:
26th – 1st Oct:

Kathy dB, Lynda H, Sue & Lewis
Jeanette & Barrie, Anne, Hilary
Dave S. Sue & Mike, Mary
Ruth, Sue LB, Mark H
Linda & Tim, Jan
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CHURCH CLEANING ROTA
Some interesting things about the Cleaning Rota:
Usually, most folk on the rota only take an hour to complete
their job.
At the moment, that hour comes up every 6 weeks, but it would be
even better if it were every 8 weeks.
Most teams consist of 4 people, but there are a couple of teams with
only 3
The youngest on the rota is 59. The eldest is probably 75 (I didn’t
check!)
You can do your ‘clean’ on your own at a time to suit yourself, or
together with the rest of your team, sharing fellowship, coffee, or
catching up with folk you don’t bump into on a Sunday.
There is really no set time to clean. Though it’s nice to get the church
ready for Sunday morning, most groups using the church in the week
clean up after them, so it can be slotted in when convenient to you.
The results are a nice clean environment where we can welcome,
worship and learn, and job satisfaction for the cleaner!
You don’t have to be on the rota for ever, and it may be that you have
more time to spare at certain times of the year. We welcome new
people on the rota even if you can only be available for part of the
year.
Men are most welcome on the rota & can be just as effective cleaning
as ladies.
Is it time to look at bringing down the average age of the cleaners? If you
fancy having a go  even as a trial –contact me on 0116 224 5095 or
k.duboulay@ntlworld.com.
Kathy Du Boulay
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Songs of the Spirit

18th September
30th October
3.30-5.30pm
Groby Village Hall
Songs from around the world that make your heart 'sing'
Songs of joy, liberation and peace with Christian roots
Come and add your voice to the harmonies, no singing experience necessary
All ages are welcome although we ask that parents help us maintain a
peaceful atmosphere.
Led by local professional musicician
No booking required. £2.00 donation at the door.
Tea and cake included.
For more information contact Karen Silverwood 07739 555015
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NEWS FROM WARMIS
B RE A K I NG T HE V I CI O US CY CLE
Thank you so much for all of your prayers for Pastor Andres
and his work in Aylambo. There has been a major and very exciting
breakthrough in the village.
For some time Pastor Andres has been
deeply concerned about the amount of
domestic violence and abuse towards
children in Aylambo. He says that
parents seemed unaware of the harm
they were inflicting, perpetuating a chain
of violent behaviour that the kids would
take into adulthood.
The pastor has been helping to run regular workshops with parents. He
wanted them to understand the damage they were doing as well as the
fact that they were breaking the law – something they were unaware of.
AS A RESULT OF THE WORKSHOPS, THERE HAVE BEEN NO
REPORTED CASES OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE TOWARDS CHILDREN
IN AYLAMBO IN THE LAST TWO MONTHS!
Children are looking more relaxed in
general and playing more freely than
before. Both children and their
mothers also know who to turn to if
they see or experience domestic
violence.
This is a major change for the village
and it will change the children’s lives, not to mention the lives of their own
kids in years to come.
Thank you for your ongoing support.
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PLEASE PRAY:
Please pray for those mothers in rural areas, working hard to give their
children a good education. Pray that God would encourage them and
bless their efforts.
Please pray for very young or single mothers, as they struggle with the
challenges life brings, pray that God would bless and encourage them
Please pray for all the women who are taking part in our workshops. Pray
that God will help them as they try to change attitudes in their communities
and families and that he will bring transformation to their homes.
Please thank God for the relationships that are forming and the support
these women can bring to each other. Pray that those support networks
will be strong and effective, particularly in situations of domestic violence.
 Kathy Du Boulay (Update from Nelson of Tearfund)
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F E LLA S
Our final walk of the
season on Thursday
1st September will take us out of Groby via
the back of the college, through Martinshaw
Woods and out to Ratby Burrows, returning
via Ratby.
The image below shows the footpaths the fellas have followed over the
summer – the centre point being the URC car park.

We meet in the URC car park at 7pm and leave promptly by 7.05pm.
These are both Churches Together evenings and fellas from both
churches are encouraged to come along with a nonchurch friend.
For more information please see me.
 David Harrup

T HA NK S
Joyce Mitchell and family would like to thank Sue and appreciated all the
support and prayers.
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G RO B Y S I NG S
The Winner Takes It All! Our community
choir, Groby Sings, had a definite winner with
Groby Sings The Beatles and ABBA – what a
fabulous weekend of ‘60s and ‘70s music. The sellout concerts were a
riot of psychedelic colour with both singers and musicians really entering
into the spirit of things. There were some fantastic Beatles and ABBA
costumes, lots of bright, colourful outfits and, of course, flower power.

Groby Sings’ main aim is to be an inclusive choir and it particularly
welcomes those who are lonely, isolated or vulnerable to join for the
sense of friendship and community as well as having fun singing together.
There is fantastic support in the area from villagers, local churches,
organisations and businesses and Groby Sings warmly invites new
members to come along to Groby Club to experience the fun of singing
together. Rehearsals start on Monday 5th September 1.15pm or 8pm
(children Friday 9th September 3.40pm) for Groby Sings Goes
Technicolour to feature songs from Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat and more. Look out for posters around the village.
 June Ward
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
1st Sept – Fellas Following Footpaths
Sat 10th – Prayers Together – 89am at URC
Sat 17th – Justice Group film ‘This Changes Everything’ – 79.30pm at the
URC
Tues 20th – Talking to God prayers
 Kathy Du Boulay

PRAYER MEETING
This is an opportunity to talk to God about our church

TUESDAY , 7.30PM
It is an hour of prayer led by an elder – all are welcome and
encouraged to come along.
 David Harrup

OCTOBER 2016 ISSUE
NEXT DEADLINE SAT 17 SEPTEMBER 2016
Please submit articles to me by the above date, preferred via email.
This magazine is published in print and on the church website,
grobyurc.com. If you would like to be added or removed from the paper
copy distribution list or the monthly hyperlink email list, please let me
know.
 Mark Hiscocks, MAGAZINE@GROBYURC.COM
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Groby United Reformed Church
member: Evangelical Alliance UK
www.grobyurc.com, LE6 OFE

CONTACTS
MI N I S T E R :
Rev'd Sue McKenzie

0116 2321733 suemcken@gmail.com

Y O UT H W O RK E R:
Ruth Cross

07759 087804 ruth.cross@outlook.com

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES WORKER
John Fryer

07540 957926 j.fryer1@ntlworld.com

SECRETARY:
Phil Holmes

0116 2253335 maxmellhouse@hotmail.com

HA LL LE T T I NG S :
Kay Peel

07510 191182 ashforth40@gmail.com

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP (10AM)
All Age with Y.church (children’s session) Holy Communion as
announced. Babies and toddlers can be cared for on Sunday mornings.
The church building has a loop hearing system, wheelchair access, a
toilet for the disabled & baby nappychanging facilities.
Home Groups: Wed & Thurs evenings – see an elder for details.

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Monday:

Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

9.3011.30am
6.007.15pm
7.459.00pm
7.309.00pm
10.3012.00am
9.3011.30am
7.309.30pm
8.009.00am

Noah’s Ark Club for toddlers and families.
Chattabox Mondays* (children years 36)
Rock Solid* (young people in years 79)
Revelation* (young people in years 1013)
Fair Cuppa* at Groby Village Hall.
CATCH* Coffee and chat (in termtime)
Gap* (young people in years 1013)
Prayers, all welcome

*These activities are run jointly with St. Philip & St. James Church as part of
'Churches Together in Groby'.

