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PRAYER FOR THE WEEK
30TH OCTOBER – 5TH NOVEMBER
It is Shoe Box time again. Please pray for Sue LawrenceBrooks and
thank God for her willingness to carry out this task. Pray that once again
there will be an abundance of goods to put into the boxes and enough
money to send them on their way.

6 T H 1 2 T H N O V E MB E R
This year, the Groby Street fair is a Christmas one and is on Nov 12th.
Please pray for the CtG involvement, that there will be plenty of
volunteers and also lots of opportunity for good conversations with those
who attend with maybe a chance to share the Christmas message.

1 3 T H – 1 9 T H N O V E MB E R
Please pray that we never take our Y Church leaders for granted. Ask the
Lord to bless them for their dedicated ministry among young people.
Please extend your prayer with a personal thank you.

2 0 T H 2 6 T H N O V E MB E R
Home Groups are essential in our growing in faith. Please pray for the
leaders and please ask the Lord whether you should join one of the
groups, or encourage others to do so.

2 7 T H N O V E MB E R – 3 R D D E C E MB E R
Today is the first Sunday in advent. Pray about what Advent means for
you and how you might prepare the way for a new arrival of God's
precious Son in your life.

 Lynda Hawkes & Ruth Ivens

WELCOME FROM KEVAN,
CHURCH E LDE R
Hello, and welcome to the November issue of
Contact! It’s mid October as I am writing this and I have been reflecting
on local and global events.

LOOKING BACKWARDS:
In our fellowship there have been a number of issues that we need to
continue to bring to the Lord in prayer, not least of which is Sue’s
continuing illness of course.
Ric lost his father, and our thoughts and prayers go out to the Fracchia
family. Chris Coaton is recovering from breaking her hip. Catherine has
had ear problems for a while. Owen’s health varies (at the time of writing,
he has just had another fall). No doubt there are other issues too!

LOOKING FORWARDS:
Globally, during early November we can expect to know the result of the
US presidential elections, what will the Lord do there?
Closer to home we have Bonfire Night coming up, with all of the sights
and smells and tastes that go along with it. I hope to be watching the
Stamford Arms’ excellent fireworks display again this year. We also have
Groby Victorian Christmas Street Fair coming up on the 12th, always a
treat to look forward to, and no doubt some of you will be working there!
So, lots of things to anticipate, give thanks for and people to pray for.
My prayer for you all this November is that you will know The Lord more
and more in your lives as the nights draw in and the temperature drops.
That you will find “THE PEACE OF GOD THAT PASSES
UNDERSTANDING” that “GUARDS OUR HEARTS AND MINDS IN
CHRIST JESUS”.
That the “LIGHT OF THE WORLD” may shine on you and through you as
you walk with your Lord.
May He bless and keep you throughout the month,  Kevan Hall
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WHAT IS A GOLDEN OLDIES OUTING?
Recently, on two separate occasions a total of thirtysix guests departed
Groby to visit the ShuttlewoodClarke Foundation’s Ulverscroft Manor. We
promised an uplifting day in the countryside and an enjoyable home
cooked lunch. Mostly the guests live on their own having lost their
partners and what they enjoyed the most was sharing fellowship over a
meal. As one lady put it, “I often cook myself a meal at home and then
can’t be bothered to eat it.” A gentleman guest said: “I go to the Stamford
Arms and sit alone“.
Ten of our guests were ‘first timers’, some of them needed some
encouragement to come along, but once they relaxed into the lovely quiet
atmosphere of the Manor, they were soon joining in with the light banter.
The quizzes proved a talking point and isn’t it interesting how competitive
answering quiz questions can be?

JEAN & KAY PUZZLING IT OUT
Conversations continued unabated
throughout the day; some folk dipped
into a large jigsaw puzzle, while four
gentlemen guests formed a ‘naughty
corner’ and ended up being
disqualified from the quiz for
attempting to Google the answers!
The last buggy riders of the day
returned feeling chilly, but soon
revived after tea and homemade
cake. A further highlight was that the 38ft long model railway was open at
the Grange, which made three of our narrow gauge anoraks very happy
indeed!
 Joy Russell
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MI S S I O N
For all the latest news about God's work in Cajamarca,
see the Mission notice board in the URC hall.
 Kathy Du Boulay

Happy November Birthday to:
E V I E C O O MB E S
Sue Lawrence Brooks
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E NCO URA G I NG B I B LE RE A DI NG
Shorter Days and Longer Nights gives us a little more
time to read our Bibles. Daily Bible Notes are very
useful as they help us to look through more books of
the Bible which perhaps we would not choose. We are
very grateful to the writers who give us a modern day view of them. At the
end of each reading is a prayer or a question of the way we should try to
live our lives as Jesus did, and for our salvation for eternal life. Some
people also like to read online.
There are old copies of the 4 types of books that most of us read at the
back of the church. Also take a bookmark or prayer card to keep your
place, which you can read before you start.
If you would like current copies of the books see Barbara or myself.

F R O M MY P E R P E T U A L C A L E N D A R : 
Take a deep breath.
God made you  and He wants to fill your heart with joy.
He knows everyone will have a bad day from time to time.
Just remember that He made you with power, love , and a sound mind.
Then thank Him for it!
God made you in His image.
And God doesn't make mistakes.
 Kay Blick
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WELCOME PROJECT
Thank you to those that have continued to support the
work of the Welcome Project which runs the foodbank
for asylum seekers on a Thursday morning and a group
on Tuesday afternoons for women and children.
Our next collection for the project is as below 
SUNDAY 6TH NOV – ANY CEREAL
At the project today (13th October) some students from the school where I
work delivered bags of rice for us. This for them completed the process of
fundraising, buying a big bag of rice, making up smaller bags and
delivering the rice. It was a joy to see their interest in the project and also
to see them interact with the project voluneteers.
You can also continue to help by praying for the project, for the individuals
caught up in this desperate situation, and by offering practical help (see
Roger).
To find out more about the Thursday foodbank see Roger or myself, or to
find out about the Tuesday group see Ruth.
 David Harrup

O P E N T HE B O O K
In November we continue our Old Testament series of
presentations with ‘A Time to Build’ which tells the story
of Nehemiah.
The conclusion after the story is –
‘God’s people realised that they had made a mistake by not listening to
God. So they said they were sorry and God gave them another
chance….’ You should try it!
To find out more about this valuable work please see either Lynda
Hawkes, Kevan Hall or David Harrup from the Open the Book team
– David Harrup
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F I LM & F O O D F O R F E LLA S
In October the Fellas chose the film ‘Unbroken’ to watch – a film that had
been recommended by one of the gentle women from our church. It will
be the most brutal film we watch all season – brutal in the act and also
the impact – good choice fellas.
Film & Food for Fellas will be on the first Thursday of each month from
October through to March – starting at 7.00pm at the URC church rooms.

The fellas that come along choose from a selection of films and start
watching whilst the food is cooked, with a pause in the film to eat the food
when ready. In October we had jacket potatoes with a very spicy chilli –
maybe burgers next time.
A £2.00 donation is generally enough to cover the cost of the food and a
soft drink.
This is a Churches Together evening and fellas from both churches are
encouraged to come along with a nonchurch friend.
For more information please see me  David Harrup
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FAIRTRADE SALE
SUNDAY 20TH NOVEMBER
AFTER THE CHURCH SERVICE
A selection of Fairly Traded goods will give you the
opportunity to find Christmas cards and other exciting
presents for your friends and family. Roger will be there
to take orders for goods only available from the Just Shop. Buying Fair
Trade transforms our belief in justice into practice. This sale is on behalf
of many people who simply want to feed their families and send their
children to school. Not all, but many of us can afford the price on the tag.
The gap between our and their standard of living is still huge. You could
compare it with the number of electric plugs we have in our home
compared to theirs.
Please stay after the service to be part of living out our commitment as a
Fair Trade church.
 Ruth Ivens

TWEET
Nicky Gumbel (@nickygumbel)
02/10/2016, 21:21
Y O U A RE S T RO NG W HE N Y O U K NO W Y O UR W E A K NE S S E S .
YOU ARE HUMBLE WHEN YOU'RE AWARE OF YOUR FLAWS.
YOU ARE WISE WHEN YOU LEARN FROM YOUR MISTAKES
 Rachel Hiscocks
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The Alpha Course
for anyone with questions
about belief and faith.
Wednesday evenings
7.00 - 9.30pm
2 Nov – 18th Jan,
with a big break for Christmas!
nd

A light supper,
followed by a talk
on some aspect of
Christian faith, with
an opportunity to ask
questions and discuss
in small groups.
For more details or to book a place on the course, please contact
Rev Louise Corke: words.th@talktalk.net
0116 231 3090
or
David Harrup: harrupdavid@gmail.com

The Alpha Course is free.
Organised by Churches Together in Groby.
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T E A CHI NG & W O RS HI P
P R O G R A MME
THE BOOK OF ISAIAH. Isaiah had words from God of
hope and deliverance. God was doing a new thing,
something that would offer salvation, and would give them a hope and a
future. The promise is of a Messiah, a saviour, but one who would come
as a baby born to a virgin, ‘God with us’ Emmanuel, Prince of Peace, one
who would preach good news to the poor, and bind up the broken
hearted.
 Sue McKenzie

6T H NO V 16
10am

'Fresh Expressions'
(Shoebox Sunday)
Linda Rayner

Elder: Trevor Pringle

13T H NO V 16
9.45am

'New heavens and new earth’
Isaiah 65:1725 Tom Limb

10.50am

Act of Remembrance at the Club

Elder: Dave Smith/

20T H NO V 16
10am

‘Signs of hope’
Elder: Phil Holmes/
Isaiah 7: 1315; 9: 17Mike Playdon
Tim Symonds (C)
(Communion)

27T H NO V 16
10am

'TBA'
Kevan & Wendy Hall
(1st Sunday in Advent)

7.15pm

Encounter
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Elder: Rachel Hiscocks

HE LP I NG HA NDS  NO V 2016
CRE CHE

CO F F E E

Sue Lawrence Brooks

Joy Russell

6th

6th
13th
20th
27th

13th
20th
27th

Rachel H, Susie
& Dan or Rachel Parker
Hilary, Ruth & Jan
Lewis, Hily & Ric
Catherine, Linda & Jacquie

Sue LB & Hily
Judith & Anne B
Pat C & Mary P
Jan & Kathy dB

W O RS HI P
Tim Symonds

6th
13th
20th
27th

LEADER

MEDIA

PIANO


Tim Symonds

Tim Symonds

Chris Down
Mark Hiscocks
Phil Holmes
Barrie Du Boulay

Debbie George
Viv Limb
Debbie George
Sue Annable

W E L C O ME

CTG FAIRCUPPA

Joy Russell

Violet Atkins

6th
13th
20th
27th

3rd
10th
17th
24th

Kay B & Hily
Sue LB & Jan
Jean & Sheila
Hiscocks Family

Margaret & Romaine
Linda
Connie Beryl
Glennis & Neta

CLE A NI NG

F LO W E RS

Kathy Du Boulay

Barbara Conlon

31st Oct–5th
7th–12th
14th–19th
21st–26th

6th
13th
20th
27th

Ruth, Sue LB
Linda & Tim, Jan & Mark
Pat C, Joy & Peter, Kay B
Jeanette & Barrie, Anne,
Hilary
28th–3rd Dec Dave S, Sue&Mike,Barry dB

Mrs. S. Flude
Mr. & Mrs. V. Blower
Mrs. M. Ward
Mrs. J. Robinson
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A S NA P S HO T O F A W E E K E ND I N T HE
LI F E O F O UR CHURCH
Well done the Golden Oldies Team for an uplifting SUNDAY
AFTERNOON FELLOWSHIP, finishing with a delicious fruit
salad, which everyone helped to prepare as part of the service. Each of
the fruits represented good Christian qualities, linking into the Fruits of the
Spirit. Four examples of our sevenfruit salad were: Apples for
thankfulness  for God’s love. Strawberries full of vitamins, reminding us
of God’s goodness. Grapes for sustenance and the joy God has given us.
The squeezing of lemons represented a liberal sprinkling of the Holy
Spirit.
We sang old favourite harvest hymns and finished with a You Tube music
video of children dancing and singing about the fruits of the Spirit, which
was really well received. After Grace and an inspection made for missing
fingerends, tea and homemade cakes were served along with the
‘spiritual’ fruit salad. Incidentally, the passion fruit syrup was the sweetest
and the best, representing the ultimate sacrifice Jesus made for us.
For me this was the culmination of a mission filled weekend.

SATURDAY MORNING’S TASTERS saw a record attendance with over
80 people coming through the doors. Bacon cobs, freshly brewed coffee,
tea and homemade cakes – children and a bouncy castle – lovely!

SUNDAY MORNING’S MEANINGFUL WORSHIP led by Revd Mike
Playdon focussed on Isaiah 61 – Preaching Good News to the poor and
posing the question: How can we help from this side of the world? The
prayers of intercession were introduced by Kathy Du Boulay and
focussed on TEARFUND – war, floods, drought and the needs in
Cajamarca, Chad, Haiti and Hurricane Matthew.
Kevan Hall was inducted to serve as an elder, as confirmation of which,
12

Mike offered the right hand of fellowship; followed by the congregation’s
renewal of commitment to each other and the gospel. Welcome back
Kevan.

We heard from Lewis about our Minister, Sue’s 35 mile PEAK
PILGRIMAGE WALK during the past week and how she felt uplifted by it.

Sue wasn’t the only one feeling uplifted; I personally, really enjoyed my
missionfilled weekend. Thank you everyone who played their part.
 Kay Blick

C O L O U R I N C H R I S T MA S
Colouringin has become a huge craze for all
ages.
You too can now join in the colouring craze by
adding a splash of colour to a recently purchased
AO wallpaper size poster. This is an intricate
black and white line drawing (not suitable for
young children), which depicts a busy Bethlehem
with plenty of angels and shepherds.
Coffee time: The poster will be ready for action
during the next week or two, for us to add our own marks and hopefully,
to display it as part of this year’s CHURCHES TOGETHER IN GROBY
A DV E NT W I NDO W S .
 Joy Russell
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OWEN VISITS TASTERS
Some of us had the great pleasure of spending
some quality time with Owen in church at
Tasters recently.
Clearly still frail, he managed really well
although he tired noticeably after a short while. A few days before, we sat
together in the restaurant at the home as he tried to decide whether to
come to church or Tasters. It was a tough decision, and not without some
playful heckling from the kitchen staff who thought he should choose
Tasters. After a long and intense silence, Owen repeated several times,
almost to himself,
"BACON, MMM I COULD EAT SOME BACON".
So bacon won the day, and probably for the best as I think a service may
have been a little too much at the time.
He slept all the way back and was really pleased when we wheeled him
in to the restaurant for his third meal of the day!
Wendy and I left him happily chatting to the nurses and care staff, who
were excited to hear how he'd got on.
Overall he seems to be doing quite well at the moment and isn't showing
any ill effects from his most recent fall.
 Kevan Hall
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GROBY STREET FAIR

The Groby Street Fair this year has a Victorian Christmas theme and as
usual the churches are to be involved which gives us the opportunity for
witness and mission at this event.
St Philip & St James will be open for refreshments and other activities and
Churches Together in Groby will have two stalls in our usual prominent
position outside the church gate.
CTG will be running an apple press and giving away cups of free juice, as
well as some sort of game activity which will be run Lewis & myself. These
should give us time and opportunity to talk to people about what we are
about, and what we do – including Love Groby Tasters.
To help with please see the signup sheet on the notice board, or offer to
help at Love Groby Tasters who may be short of usual helpers that
morning.
 David Harrup

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY

On Sunday 13th November there is an act of remembrance starting at
10.50am at the memorial outside of Groby Club. Our service will start
9.45am to enable any that want to attend this act of remembrance.
 David Harrup
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P UT T I NG CHRI S T B A CK
INTO CHRISTMAS
T HE RE A L A DV E NT CA LE NDA R B Y
THE MEANINGFUL CHOCOLATE
COMPANY.
A great way to enjoy and share the
Christmas story with a Fairtrade chocolate
for every day of Advent  plus a free
colour Christmas story/activity book.
The chocolate is Fairtrade ensuring that
farmers in the developing world receive a good price for their produce. A
charitable donation will be made by The Meaningful Chocolate Company
to help equip a maternity ward and support farmers.
£3.99 each. Already available.
See Kathy Duboulay before they are all gone. 0116 224 5095 or
k.duboulay@ntlworld.com.
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WHAT CAN WE DO ABOUT
CLIMATE CHANGE?
When leading our service recently, Mike Playdon
encouraged us to consider our responsibilities to
the poor and marginalised, and the connection we
have with poverty. Mike said that God cares for the poor and so should
we.
In our prayers, we considered the impact of our energyhungry lifestyles
and how it is impacting people across the world through the changing
climate.
Rev Nicky Gumble, Holy Trinity Brompton says that, as Christians, we
should be at the forefront of the environmental movement because in our
care for God’s creation we reflect our love for the Creator. Most of us
have probably already considered how we can live our lives in a more
sustainable way. But is there more we can do? Here are some
suggestions.

PRAY:
That there will be more ambition from leaders to keep global warming to a
minimum and that they will take urgent and ambitious action.
For organisations like Tearfund and Christian Aid who work tirelessly to
alleviate the impact of climate change on farmers in many parts of the
world.
For the global church when it speaks out for justice

SMALL STEPS BY MANY CAN MAKE AN EARTHQUAKE:
Reducing food waste by menu planning, writing a shopping list and only
buying the ingredients we need. Making use of left overs. Buy local.
There are loads of things we can do and
not enough space in this article.
https://www.rivercottage.net/waron
waste.
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Reducing energy use: on electricity, gas, petrol. Switch it off, Turn it
down. Walk / cycle if it's possible. Get a water butt to water your garden.
http://www.tearfund.org/en/about_you/campaign/switch/#options
Consume less, buy second hand, recycle rather than throw away. Can
this year’s Christmas wrapping paper be used for next year’s presents??

W I S E UP :
Join a Footpaths group to learn more about switching your lifestyle.
Contact dani.pattuzzi@googlemail.com

CAMPAIGN:
Write to your MP and councillors about local issues.
http://www.tearfund.org/en/about_you/campaign/speakupweek
https://www.foe.co.uk/get_involved/climate_change
These are just a few suggestions. We’d love to hear what you have done.
 Kathy du Boulay, with lots of good ideas from Catherine Ward

CLEANING ROTA
Thanks to all currently on the rota!
Although it’s preferable to do your clean towards the weekend ready for
Sunday, please do fit it in when you can.
If you would like to volunteer to help with keeping our church clean, please
contact me on 0116 224 5095 or email – k.duboulay@ntlworld.com
 Kathy Du Boulay
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
7pm

Thurs 3 Nov

Film & Food for Fellas

8am

Sat 5 Nov

CTG Prayer Breakfast

11am Sat 12 Nov

Groby street Fair and Apple press

7.30pm Tues 15 Nov Talking to God prayers
12pm Sun 27 Nov

Lunch Time Church Meeting
 Kathy Du Boulay

DEC 2016  JAN 2017 ISSUE
NEXT DEADLINE SAT 19TH NOVEMBER 2016
Please submit articles to me by the above date, preferred via email.
This magazine is published in print and on the church website,
grobyurc.com. If you would like to be added or removed from the paper
copy distribution list or the monthly hyperlink email list, please let me
know.
 Mark Hiscocks, MAGAZINE@GROBYURC.COM
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Groby United Reformed Church
member: Evangelical Alliance UK
www.grobyurc.com, LE6 OFE

CONTACTS
MI N I S T E R :
Rev'd Sue McKenzie

0116 2321733 suemcken@gmail.com

Y O UT H W O RK E R:
Ruth Cross

07759 087804 ruth.cross@outlook.com

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES WORKER
John Fryer

07540 957926 j.fryer1@ntlworld.com

SECRETARY:
Phil Holmes

0116 2253335 maxmellhouse@hotmail.com

HA LL LE T T I NG S :
Kay Peel

07510 191182 ashforth40@gmail.com

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP (10AM)
All Age with Y.church (children’s session) Holy Communion as
announced. Babies and toddlers can be cared for on Sunday mornings.
The church building has a loop hearing system, wheelchair access, a
toilet for the disabled & baby nappychanging facilities.
Home Groups: Wed & Thurs evenings – see an elder for details.

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Monday:

Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

9.3011.30am
6.007.15pm
7.459.00pm
7.309.00pm
10.3012.00am
9.3011.30am
7.309.30pm
8.009.00am

Noah’s Ark Club for toddlers and families.
Chattabox Mondays* (children years 36)
Rock Solid* (young people in years 79)
Revelation* (young people in years 1013)
Fair Cuppa* at Groby Village Hall.
CATCH* Coffee and chat (in termtime)
Gap* (young people in years 1013)
Prayers, all welcome

*These activities are run jointly with St. Philip & St. James Church as part of
'Churches Together in Groby'.

