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PRAYER FOR THE WEEK
5TH 11TH MARCH
Love Groby Tasters continues to grow strongly. Please pray that good
relationships will develop and that there will be opportunities for
conversations about our faith with those who come along.

1 2 T H 1 8 T H MA R C H
Our prayers are for John Fryer in his Children and Family Ministry. Please
pray for vision, wisdom and for God to anoint John in his efforts to share
the love of Jesus with the people around him.

1 9 T H – 2 5 T H MA R C H
Please pray for the Home Groups to grow. Pray for Leaders, pray for the
groups to be able to translate their studies into the life of the church.

2 6 MA R C H  1 A P R I L
Open the Book will present the first of the Easter story presentations this
Thursday with the help of many "extras" who have not done it before.
Please pray for the whole team this month, that the presentations go well
and that each child and member of staff will take into their hearts
something of the Easter message.

 Lynda Hawkes & Ruth Ivens

WELCOME FROM DAVE,
CHURCH E LDE R
We are told that it is better to give than to
receive. It certainly warms my heart when a face lights up with a smile as
someone receives a gift or unexpected help from me.
The week that I write is Random Acts of Kindness Week. I watch a news
item about it. I see a reporter offering biscuits to passersby as they exit a
train station. How would the passersby respond? Nobody is persuaded to
take one. This causes me to think. I will come back to the biscuits in a
minute.
Last month Tim opened the welcome note by looking backwards. This
month I want to look forwards. Easter fast approaches when we recall the
death and ressurection of Christ. Christ’s willingness to die for us was not
a random act of kindness. It was God’s love for you and me that we might
be reconciled to Him.
The biscuits probably didn’t cost a great deal and it is likely that the
reporter could easily afford to give them away. By contrast the cost to
Christ was far greater. It was not easy for Him to go to the cross. He
agonised and wrangled over it, yet his selfless obedience to His Father in
heaven led Him there. God’s salvation poured out for us.
Back to biscuits. Why didn’t anybody take one? I wonder if the people
passing by thought it was too good to be true; someone offering them a
biscuit for nothing in return. What was wrong with the biscuits? Had they
gone off or been tampered with in some way? Could they trust the person
offering them the biscuit? What was the catch? Or were the passersby
just too busy to notice or be bothered to take one? After all they were only
biscuits.
We have been offered so much more in Christ. We can trust in Him. We
can trust Him for salvation. There is no catch.
Christ gave His life that we might have life. Have you accepted His gift or
walked on by?
 Dave Lomas
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VALENTINE PARTY

On Saturday 11 February SAGE (Senior Adults Growing & Exploring)
launched the 2017 season with a Valentine Party.

Fortyfive guests came along for fun and games and a lovely Valentine
tea. The room buzzed with happy chatting and socializing. The party was
a lovely way to relaunch Golden Oldies activities. Thank you to the SAGE
Team and help received from church members who provided the
background support.
 Joy Russell
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TWEET
Mike Pilavachi (@mikepilav)
17/02/2017, 09:08
"God's will is the best thing that could happen to us under any
circumstances". Believing this is the key to living a life of peace and joy.
 Rachel Hiscocks

Happy March Birthday to:
Roberto Fracchia
Sue Lawrence Brooks
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F I LM & F O O D F O R F E LLA S
In February the Fellas watched a film called
‘Flood’ which was a disaster movie about a tidal surge on
the river Thames which overwhelmed the Thames Barrier. I
think the chicken curry went down better for some than the
film which underwhelmed them.
Film & Food for Fellas continues on the first Thursday of each month
from Feb to April – yes by popular demand, and the late Easter, Film &
Food for Fellas has been extended this season.
The next one is on Thursday 2nd March at 7.00pm
No more than a £2.00 donation is generally enough to cover the cost of
the food and a soft drink.
This is a Churches Together evening and fellas from both churches are
encouraged to come along with a nonchurch friend.
For more information please see me  David Harrup

TWEET
Matt Summerfield (@livelife123org)
16/02/2017, 22:01
“A friend is someone who knows all about you and still loves you.” Elbert
Hubbard #ILiveLife123
 Rachel Hiscocks
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BE PART OF THE MIRACLE
W O RK I NG I N T HE
CE NT RA L A F RI CA N RE P UB LI C
Following the outbreak of war in 2014 which left 1,000s dead and half a
million homeless, a rebel group ravaged Boda in the Central African
Republic.

Fearing for his life ‘Biamey’ and his family fled into the bush and lived
there for 18 months (yes – 18 months!) surviving on only leaves and rain
water. When safe to do so, they returned to the town to find their homes
razed to the ground

Tearfund are committed to following Jesus where the need is greatest –
bringing light and life into the darkest circumstances. Tearfund has set up
a programme to help the most vulnerable and as well as food & drinking
water in the short term, ‘Biamey’ and thousands of other households
received seeds and tools that will help secure their future, as well as
training on how to grow and sell vegetables. Our donation has helped
them work and empower the lives of people like ‘Biamey’.
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Tearfund say thank you for helping change lives forever.
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they
may have life, and have it to the full. John 10:10
 Kathy Du Boulay

BAPTISM OF ANNA WANG
Many of us had the privilege of hearing Anna share her
story of faith in Jesus.

 Mark Hiscocks
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T E A CHI NG & W O RS HI P
P R O G R A MME
John's Gospel We shall start our next preaching
series, John’s Gospel, in January. From the opening
passage declaring Jesus as the Word, the creator and the son of God.
From accounts of signs and wonders, to Jesus’ promise of the indwelling
of the Spirit and finally to the death and resurrection of our Lord and
saviour, it is a wonderful book of deep truths. I pray that we shall all be
challenged and equipped for whatever lies ahead for us as heirs of God
and joint heirs with Jesus.
 Kevan Hall

5 T H MA R 1 7
10am

Lazarus, Mary and Martha
John11:1  44. David Harrup

Elder: Trevor Pringle/

1 2 T H MA R 1 7
10am

Jesus washes his disciples’ feet.
John 13: 1  17. Ray Heywood

Elder: Dave Lomas

1 9 T H MA R 1 7
10am

The Holy Spirit.
Elder: Tim Symonds
John 14: 1527, Ch16: 515, Kevan Hall
Communion
(C) Dave S

2 6 T H MA R 1 7
10am

Mothering Sunday
Wendy Hall

7.15pm

Encounter
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Elder: Trevor Pringle

H E L P I N G H A N D S  MA R 2 0 1 7
CRE CHE

CO F F E E

Sue Lawrence Brooks

Joy Russell

5th
12th
19h
26th

5th
12th
19th
26th

Rachel H, Susie, Rachel or Dan P
Jacquie, Hilary, Ruth
Rachel E, Hily, Lewis
Linda, Catherine, Ric

Judith & Anne B
Pat C & Mary P
Jan & Kathy dB
Ann T & Barbara C

W O RS HI P
Tim Symonds

5th
12th
19th
26th

LEADER

MEDIA

PIANO

Karen Harrup

Phil Holmes
Mark Hiscocks
Barrie Du Boulay
Dave Smith

Debbie George
Sue Annable
Dave Lomas
Debbie George

Tim Symonds

W E L C O ME

F LO W E RS

Joy Russell

Barbara Conlon

5th
12th
19th
26th

5th
12th
19th
26th

Trevor & Mary
Kay B & Hily
Sue LB & Jan
Jean & Sheila

Mr. & Mrs. J. Mee
Mrs. J. Mansfield
Mr. & Mrs. D. Harrup
Mr. & Mrs. R. Brandon

CLE A NI NG
Kathy Du Boulay

6th – 11th March: Sue LB, Ruth & Judith
13th – 18th March: Linda & Tim, Jan & Mark
20th – 25th March: Pat C, Joy & Peter, Kay B
27th  1st April: Jeanette & Barrie, Anne, Hilary
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A PRAYER FOR PEACE ACROSS THE
W O RLD
ADAPTED FROM A PRAYER BY SAINT ANSELM
(1033–1109)
God of love, whose compassion never fails;
We bring before you those suffering across the world because of war and
conflict
For people who have been forced from their homes
For older people, children and people who are sick, injured or with
disabilities
For people in prison, and for people forced into fighting
For those who have lost loved ones
Comfort and relieve them, merciful Father, according to their needs;
For the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

A Prayer chosen by Tearfund  Kathy Du Boulay

10

11

FAIRTRADE STATUS:
TIME FOR A HEALTH CHECK!
Having Fairtrade status for our Groby churches is something
that we should value. Not to be proud or to think ourselves
better than others, but to keep ourselves in line with the values of the
Gospel: to help us to remember to see the world through Jesus’ eyes and
to care deeply about the welfare of the poor and exploited.
So as we are celebrating Fairtrade fortnight, 27 Feb12
March– let’s take time to do a health check of our Fairtrade
status. In order to have this status as churches we must:
Use Fairtrade tea, coffee and sugar at ANY church meetings,
however big or small.
Use other Fairtrade products as and when we are able.
Promote Fairtrade Fortnight within the church and our community.
How are we doing? Were there any meetings you were involved in where
the tea and coffee served were not Fairtrade? Let’s all take OUR
responsibility seriously in being a Fairtrade church: the church is the
people after all.
Please pick up a leaflet after morning worship on March 5th. One of the
suggested simple steps could be your contribution to promoting Fairtrade
Fortnight in our community. And our prayer is that as you take that small
step, it will also take you closer to God, who will reward you richly with His
blessings.
 Ruth Mwenya & Joy Russell
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O P E N T HE B O O K
In February we presented ‘the Marvellous Picnic’ to, as
usual, the three primary schools in Groby and now look
ahead to our Easter Trilogy which we will present late
March/early April – more about this in April’s Contact.
Back to the Marvellous Picnic – I cannot get one of Jesus’ lines out of my
head. I hope and pray for the way lines such as this are received by both
the children and staff at the schools who hear them.
Jesus’ line is ‘God loves you. He knows what’s best for you. The most
amazing things can happen when you trust Him’. Towards the end of the
presentation the line is reenforced – ‘God can do the most amazing
things. All we have to do is trust Him’.
In February the two churches in Groby had a visit from a Leicester
Catholic primary school and the children had questions ready to ask. At
each church one child asked  ‘What is your Mission?’ and this was
followed by another, ‘How do you feel about your Mission?’
At Groby URC we have recently affirmed our Mission purpose as –
Matthew 28:1920 Go to the people of all nations and make them my
disciples. Baptize them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, and teach them to do everything I have told you.
I believe that God is doing the most amazing things in Groby through,
amongst other things, the work of Open the Book – but how do we
develop this work and the children of Groby into His disciples?
As churches working together we need to carefully and prayerfully reflect
on this, listen to what God wants us to do and then as we act  ‘All we
have to do is trust Him.’
To find out more about the work of the Open the Book team please speak
to Lynda Hawkes, Kevan Hall or David Harrup from the team
– David Harrup
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FAREWELL EVENING FOR
REV. LOUISE CORKE
29th March, Groby Club. 6pm  9pm
This evening, arranged for us all to say goodbye to Louise, will begin at
6pm and continue until 9pm so that people can come and go as
convenient. A presentation to Louise will be made at 7pm.
Both Helen Hayes and Karen Silverwood have agreed to take part by
providing music in two different styles at different times during the
evening. There will be audience participation !!!
It will be an informal evening with a bring and share finger buffet supper
which you are asked to bring with you on a disposable plate if possible.
Both Ratby and the URC church families have been invited and will
contribute to the food. We are asking the URC to provide desserts. The
bar will be open.
We need to know numbers by 19th March and two sign up sheets are at
the back of church. One is for food, the other a requirement of the Groby
Club.
 Christine Davies
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2876013

Barbara Lomas

2312866 or 07780342253

Sue Lawrence-Brookes

2386178 or 07722504478

Jacquie Lomas

2878365

Jan White

2248845 or 07807036944

Kevan Hall

2875585

Anne Brandon

Kay Blick
2321254

2996164

Joy Russell

2387805

Barbara Conlon

2876038

Ruth Ivens

Anybody wishing for prayers to be said are invited to speak to any member of the Pastoral Team

Prayer Chain 2017

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
7pm

Thursday 2nd March Film&Food for Fellas

6pm

Wed 29th March

Fairwell to Louise Corke
 Kathy Du Boulay

A P RI L 2017 I S S UE
NEXT DEADLINE SAT 18th March 2017
Please submit articles to me by the above date, preferred via email.
This magazine is published in print and on the church website,
grobyurc.com. If you would like to be added or removed from the paper
copy distribution list or the monthly hyperlink email list, please let me
know.
 Mark Hiscocks, Magazine@grobyurc.com
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Groby United Reformed Church
member: Evangelical Alliance UK
www.grobyurc.com, LE6 OFE

CONTACTS
MI N I S T E R :
Rev'd Sue McKenzie

0116 2321733 suemcken@gmail.com

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES WORKER
John Fryer

07540 957926 j.fryer1@ntlworld.com

SECRETARY:
Phil Holmes

0116 2253335 maxmellhouse@hotmail.com

HA LL LE T T I NG S :
Kay Peel

07510 191182 ashforth40@gmail.com

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP (10AM)
All Age with Y.church (children’s session) Holy Communion as
announced. Babies and toddlers can be cared for on Sunday mornings.
The church building has a loop hearing system, wheelchair access, a
toilet for the disabled & baby nappychanging facilities.
Home Groups: Wed & Thurs evenings – see an elder for details.

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Monday:

Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

9.3011.30am
6.007.15pm
7.459.00pm
7.309.00pm
10.3012.00am
9.3011.30am
7.309.30pm
8.009.00am

Noah’s Ark Club for toddlers and families.
Chattabox Mondays* (children years 36)
Rock Solid* (young people in years 79)
Revelation* (young people in years 1013)
Fair Cuppa* at Groby Village Hall.
CATCH* Coffee and chat (in termtime)
Gap* (young people in years 1013)
Prayers, all welcome

*These activities are run jointly with St. Philip & St. James Church as part of
'Churches Together in Groby'.

