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PRAYER FOR THE WEEK
2ND – 8T H A P RI L
Please pray for the SAGE ‘Art Attack’ on Saturday. Please pray that
making Easter cards will remind all who take part that without Easter there
would be no Church. Pray for the risen Lord to be a reality to the group.

9T H – 15T H A P RI L
Holy Week. Please pray especially this week for the CtG gathering on
Maundy Thursday at our church which will be led by members of the CtG
forum. Pray for them as they lead with the absence of both Sue and
Louise.

16T H  22ND A P RI L
Praise God for all the preachers who minister to us each Sunday. Pray for
the Holy Spirit anoint them as they share God’s message with us, but at
the same time pray for our willingness to live out the message in the
power of the Holy Spirit.

23RD  29T H A P RI L
Please pray this week for those who faithfully clean our church on a
regular basis  a job that is only noticed if it doesn't get done! Give thanks
to God for those on the rota and consider whether He might be calling you
to join them.

30TH APRIL  6TH MAY
Pray this week especially for our Elders who have so much more to do in
the absence of Sue. Pray for each of them individually that God will give
them strength and wisdom to carry out this important role.
 Lynda Hawkes & Ruth Ivens

W E L C O ME F R O M P H I L ,
CHURCH SECRETARY
HA P P Y E A S T E R!
Five and a half chapters of Luke's Gospel cover Jesus' last week of life,
His death and resurrection (almost 23%). Eight chapters of Matthew's
Gospel cover Jesus' last week of life, His death and resurrection (almost
29%). Six chapters of Mark's Gospel cover Jesus' last week of life, His
death and resurrection (almost 38%). Nine chapters of John's Gospel
covers the same period of time, almost 43%!
All of which shows that, as far as the Gospel writers are concerned, this
was the most important week in the history of the world. And that is what
Christians believe too.
It isn't that the rest of history was unimportant. We have an Old Testament
as part of our Scriptures as well as a New Testament. God's plan of
salvation begins to unfold with the call of Abraham our father in the faith.
Without history it would be very difficult for us to understand Jesus and all
He came to do.
However, the whole of the Old Testament story leads up to Jesus; Jesus'
death and resurrection is the pivotal moment in God's plan and the New
Testament in the bible (and in Groby) is the story of the inbetween time
the history between Jesus' first and second comings to our world.
Please think about the implications of this:
A week that changed the world.
A week that changes people's lives.
A week that demands our love and worship.
A week to tell others about.

THIS IS EASTER! REJOICE IN IT.
Meditate on what happened and its significance. Allow it to guide every
part of your life all that you are and all that you do. Take the opportunity
to think, pray and share this central celebration of our faith and God bless
1
us all in it.
 Phil Holmes

PRAYER WARRIORS
Don't forget you can support our children's work in
a really effective way by becoming a Prayer
Warrior.
Just take a name on a paper from the envelope under the Prayer Warrior
poster at the back of church (take more if you like!) Then use the name of
the person on the paper, when praying for Chattabox Mondays (CBM).
The name will be that of a child or leader of CBM and please be assured
your prayer WILL make a difference.
You don't just have to pray on a Monday night when CBM is happening (6
til 7.15pm) but all prayers are gratefully appreciated and highly significant,
I believe, for the children and leaders prayed for.
Many thanks

John Fryer  Children and Families Worker  Extend
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TWEET
Nicky Gumbel (@nickygumbel)
28/02/2017, 22:26
Fear less, trust more; take less, give more; whine less, thank more; talk
less, say more; hate less, love more.
 Rachel Hiscocks

Happy March Birthday to:
Noah Parker
Ben Stokes
S o p h i a N o rt o n P a g e t t
Sue Lawrence Brooks
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F I LM & F O O D F O R F E LLA S
Film & Food for Fellas finishes the 2016/17 season on
Thursday 6th April at 7.00pm
As usual there will be a choice of film to watch and for our last one of the
season even a choice of food, and I don’t mean the usual choice of take it
or leave it. No more than a £2.00 donation is generally enough to cover
the cost of the food and a soft drink.
From May until September the Fellas will be Following Footpaths.
This is a Churches Together evening and fellas from both churches are
encouraged to come along with a nonchurch friend.
For more information please see me  David Harrup
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BANANAS AT TASTERS
YOU COULD SAY IT WAS ALL A BIT BANANAS!
A FUN TIME at Groby Tasters during Fairtrade Fortnight with lots of
freebies – bananas, chocolate and homemade cakes, made with fairly
traded ingredients. Some of us didn’t require lunch on that particular day!
At morning worship we heard a more sombre side as we watched a new
video called “Don’t
Feed Exploitation”, a
hardhitting film that
brings child exploitation
to shoppers’ doorsteps.
We were also reminded
to pray and encourage
friends and neighbours
to buy Fairtrade goods
where possible and it
certainly is possible in
Groby. The local Coop
management came
along to support us at Tasters and generously, supplied the chocolate and
bananas. CTG also had a presence instore on the Friday.
Faithfulness only requires the next step..... Please see the footprints on
the church wall and pray where you may have an involvement in the
coming weeks. Don’t forget to note down your personal participation or
action.
Father God, Forgive us our acceptance of unjust structures of trade and
help us to: Do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with you.
 Joy Russell
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SAGE - Senior Adults Growing & Exploring
WEDNESDAY 12TH APRIL
11.00 - 2.00PM AT THE URC
Come and colour in Easter cards (no bunnies or eggs)

No special art skills required. Listen to relaxing music

Coffee on arrival and a light luncheon of
homemade soup & roll and hot cross buns will be served
Suggested donation £3
Lifts available on request
R.S.V.P. to Anne 287 5585 or Ruth 287 6038

Good Friday 14th April 2017
Further details available soon!
Activites, crafts, songs
and the Easter story!
Year 1 - Year 6 children and
we ask a parent or carer
to stay with your child.
No need to register
in advance!
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T E A CHI NG & W O RS HI P
P R O G R A MME
John's Gospel We shall start our next preaching
series, John’s Gospel, in January. From the opening
passage declaring Jesus as the Word, the creator and the son of God.
From accounts of signs and wonders, to Jesus’ promise of the indwelling
of the Spirit and finally to the death and resurrection of our Lord and
saviour, it is a wonderful book of deep truths. I pray that we shall all be
challenged and equipped for whatever lies ahead for us as heirs of God
and joint heirs with Jesus.
 Kevan Hall

2ND A P R 17
10am

Bearing Fruit
John15:117 John Hall

Elder: Kevan Hall

Jesus dies
John 19
Kevan Hall
Dedication of Rae Harrup

Elder: Phil Holmes

9T H A P R 17
10am
1.30pm

16T H A P R 17
7am

Service at Old John

10am

Jesus Lives
John 20

.
David Harrup

Elder: Rachel Hiscocks

23RD A P R 17
10am

TBA
Communion  Wendy Hall

Elder: Dave Smith /
(C) Phil

30T H A P R 17
10am
7.15pm
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Breakfast on the beach
Tom Limb
Encounter

Elder Dave Lomas

HE LP I NG HA NDS  A P RI L 2017
CRE CHE

CO F F E E

Sue Lawrence Brooks

Joy Russell

2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th

2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th

Rachel H, Susie, Rachel or Dan P
Jacquie, Hilary, Ruth
Rachel E, Hily, Lewis
Linda, Catherine, Ric
Jan, Stacey, Sue LB

Dave & Hilary
Peter & Joy
Kay B & Helper
Sue LB & Hily
Judith & Anne B

W O RS HI P
Tim Symonds

2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th

LEADER

MEDIA

PIANO

Karen Harrup

Chris Down
Mark Hiscocks
Phil Holmes
Barrie Du Boulay
Dave Smith

Sue Annable
Debbie George (pm)
Debbie George
Helen Fracchia
Viv Limb

Tim Symonds

W E L C O ME

F LO W E RS

Joy Russell

Barbara Conlon

2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th

2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th

Mark & Rachel
Moira & Jim
Ray & Helper
Anne & Barbs
Joy & Peter

Mrs. K. Blick
Mrs C. Ward
Mrs. B. Gardiner
Mr. & Mrs. D. Collins
Mr. & Mrs. D. Brooks

CLE A NI NG
Kathy Du Boulay

3rd – 8th April:
10th – 15th April:
17th – 22nd April:
24th – 29th April:

Dave S, Sue & Mike, Barry dB
Kathy dB, Rachel P & Lynda H
Sue LB, Ruth, Judith & Ray
Linda & Tim, Jan & Mark
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DEDICATION SERVICE
SUNDAY 9TH APRIL AT 1.30PM
There is an open invitation for the Groby URC family to a special service
of dedication and thanksgiving for Rae Francesca Harrup which has been
requested by her parents, Tom and Kirsty.

The service will be led by the family with
Rachel Hiscocks presiding over an act of
dedication and thanksgiving.

We look forward to sharing this time with
family & friends, and those from the
church that can attend. Tea and cake will
follow the service.

To find out more please see either Nanni (Karen) or Gramps (David).
 David Harrup
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CHRI S T I A N A I D W E E K –
SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT
The Christian Aid collections are organised between
the two churches and by coordinators in each church. Last year over
£3,300 was collected from households in Groby with a combination of
return visits and the use of drop off centres for others.
There is no doubt that collecting Christian Aid envelopes is challenging,
but can be extremely rewarding because of the conversations you can
have on the doorstep.
Please take some time to think about whether you can help with the
Christian Aid collections this year – so across the village we can have
more doorstep conversations with people, not just about Christian Aid but
also about the churches in Groby.
For more information about Christian Aid please go to
www.christianaid.org.uk or speak to your coordinator – Trevor & Mary
Pringle or Chris Davies.
 David H (CTG Forum secretary)

11

12

O P E N T HE B O O K

We are now preparing our Easter Trilogy to present late
March/early April – which will include a cast of thousands
– well, a few extras anyway.
We are linking together the three stories of An Important Meal, A Dreadful
Day and finishing with A Happy Day as we take the children on a journey
from the last supper, through Jesus’ death and completing the story with
His resurrection.
At the end of the presentation there is a conclusion and then a prayer,
which sum up not just what Easter is all about, but why God sent His Son
into the world.

Conclusion – 'And so Jesus came back to live for ever. Christians say that
Jesus took the blame for everything that’s bad, then won the battle and
proved His power by coming back to life.’

Prayer – ‘Dear God, thank you for the story of good news that Jesus is
alive. Thank you that you loved us all so much that you planned a way
that Jesus could be our friend forever.’

I hope this Easter that many people of all ages in Groby can say ‘Amen’ to
that prayer.
To find out more about the work of the Open the Book team please speak
to Lynda Hawkes, Kevan Hall or David Harrup from the team
– David Harrup
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On Thursday 13th April Churches Together in Groby are
serving and sharing together a simple meal (soup &
bread) followed by communion together – starting at
6pm.
This will be in the back rooms of the URC – all are
welcome.
During the evenings there will be readings from the Open
the Book material to help us to focus on the importance
of what Jesus was about to do on that very first Easter.
EASTER MORNING (SUNDAY 16TH APRIL)
On Easter morning we will be celebrating early meeting
up the top of Old John at 7.00am for a pray, a song and
shared communion – to celebrate Jesus’ victory over
death.
Those that are fit and able are welcome to join us – but
please be sensible.
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W O ME N S W O R L D
DAY OF PRAYER
On Friday 3rd March we celebrated WWDP at URC as a
CTG combined service. Prepared by the Christian women of the
Phillippines it proved to be a very enjoyable and informative service taking
fairness and justice for all as its theme.
Turnout was disappointing as only 22 people from both congregations
attended  perhaps the bad weather had something to do with it. Thanks
to all from both churches who helped to present the service  your input
was very much appreciated.
Next years service is already being prepared by the Christian women of
Surinam in South America.
 Hily Seaton

‘HE I S CA LLI NG ’
This is a very old chorus that my mother has
recalled – I think of not just my father but also our
church’s great friend Owen.
He is calling, He is calling, He is calling now to you
Why do you linger, why do you roam
when the Saviour is waiting to welcome you home?
He is calling, He is calling, He is calling now to you

Please continue to remember Owen in your prayers  David H
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
11am Wed 12th Apri
6pm

Art Attack

Maundy Thurs 13 Apr Communion + light meal

Good Friday 14th Apr Chattabox
7.30pm Tues 25 Apr Church Meeting
 Kathy Du Boulay

A P RI L 2017 I S S UE
NEXT DEADLINE SAT 18th March 2017
Please submit articles to me by the above date, preferred via email.
This magazine is published in print and on the church website,
grobyurc.com. If you would like to be added or removed from the paper
copy distribution list or the monthly hyperlink email list, please let me
know.
 Mark Hiscocks, Magazine@grobyurc.com
16

Groby United Reformed Church
member: Evangelical Alliance UK
www.grobyurc.com, LE6 OFE

CONTACTS
MI N I S T E R :
Rev'd Sue McKenzie

0116 2321733 suemcken@gmail.com

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES WORKER
John Fryer

07540 957926 j.fryer1@ntlworld.com

SECRETARY:
Phil Holmes

0116 2253335 maxmellhouse@hotmail.com

HA LL LE T T I NG S :
Kay Peel

07510 191182 ashforth40@gmail.com

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP (10AM)
All Age with Y.church (children’s session) Holy Communion as
announced. Babies and toddlers can be cared for on Sunday mornings.
The church building has a loop hearing system, wheelchair access, a
toilet for the disabled & baby nappychanging facilities.
Home Groups: Wed & Thurs evenings – see an elder for details.

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Monday:

Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

9.3011.30am
6.007.15pm
7.459.00pm
7.309.00pm
10.3012.00am
9.3011.30am
7.309.30pm
8.009.00am

Noah’s Ark Club for toddlers and families.
Chattabox Mondays* (children years 36)
Rock Solid* (young people in years 79)
Revelation* (young people in years 1013)
Fair Cuppa* at Groby Village Hall.
CATCH* Coffee and chat (in termtime)
Gap* (young people in years 1013)
Prayers, all welcome

*These activities are run jointly with St. Philip & St. James Church as part of
'Churches Together in Groby'.

