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PRAYER FOR THE WEEK
3 R D – 9 T H S E P T E MB E R
Please pray for the young people who are just starting new schools,
especially for the first time. There are 4 children well known to Love Groby
Tasters who begin Primary School this week, please pray for them  Theo,
Millie, Connor and Harrison. Pray that they will settle well and enjoy their
new environment.

1 0 T H – 1 6 T H S E P T E MB E R
Please continue to pray for a Minister for our church; at the same time,
please pray, for us who make up the church to let God prepare us for a
church ministry which will move us forward in God’s strength.

1 7 T H – 2 3 T H S E P T E MB E R
Please remember in your prayers the faithful people who do so much in
the background, their commitment is often only visible when it is left
undone, like the gardening jobs, the hoover which works etc.

2 4 T H  3 0 T H S E P T E MB E R
Please pray for the Elders and Leaders; bring them individually to God.
Please pray for wisdom, vision, leadership skills, and above all for an
anointing of the Holy Spirit in all their responsibilities.
 Lynda Hawkes & Ruth Ivens

WELCOME FROM KEVAN,
CHURCH E LDE R
Greetings, and welcome to September’s issue of
Contact.
I am writing this whilst house (and animal) sitting for our friends Phil and
Sylvie Good, who are in turn away in Africa with Wendy.
Some of you may remember that recently, when preaching, I shared with
you what I felt the Lord was saying to me through my bad knee and chest.
I’ve struggled to walk and to speak and I felt him to be saying “stand still
and be quiet”, basically “Be still and know that I am God”.
Well, here I am in deepest rural Dorset, with the ideal opportunity and I
have been doing just that. I’m taking the time to listen, and he is showing
me things in all sorts of different ways.
For instance, I am looking after three border collies, and I am taken by
their constant focus on me, and their quick obedience (most of the time).
There is a “what are we doing next boss”? attitude in them.
Often words are not needed from me, just a hand signal and a look.
Oh that I were so attuned to my Lord that this were the case between him
and me!
It is so quiet here!
Often, not the slightest sound! So it is easy to be still, but there are two
notable things that have broken the silence. Firstly the arrival of a
combine harvester and tractors in the field behind the smallholding, and
secondly the low flypast of military helicopters.
The harvesting gives me a sense of excitement and comfort, seeing the
grain being brought in, in huge quantities. “Thank you oh Lord for your
boundless provision”. “The fields are white and ready for harvest”
The helicopters (there’s one passing overhead now), remind me that we
know peace here in this country at this time, but it’s not so everywhere. 1

So “what has all of this got to do with me”? You might ask.
Well, as we come to the end of our preaching series on Hebrews, later
this month we will start looking again at Paul’s letter to the Ephesians.
It is a letter that tells us that there is more to be had of the Spirit and more
to know of our God.
Paul tells us that there is a power at work in us who believe, which is the
same power that God used when he raised Jesus from the dead!
We are told that we can put on the whole armour of God, and much more!
My objective whilst here in Dorset, is to be more aligned with Christ, to
remember who I am and who Christ is in me.
It is my hope and prayer for us that , as we spend some more time in
Ephesians, the Lord will realign us and build us up as individuals and as
church. I hope that we might know more of the presence, peace, provision
and power of “Christ in us, the hope of glory”
Finally, for anyone with children going off to school for the first time
(including Tasters parents), for any children or young people changing
schools, classes or going to university or college, may the Lord grant you
peace and blessings.
 Kevan Hall

TWEET
Gerard Kelly (@twitturgies)
28/07/2017, 11:13
There is a story I tell by my life, and there is a story God is telling through
my life. Faith is deciding which story I will listen to.
 Rachel Hiscocks
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NE W S T UDE NT Y O UT H W O RK E R
The Extend Governing Group are pleased to announce
that Amelia CollinsPatel will be joining our Ministry Team from
September. She will be working 20 hours each week towards her BA in
Theology, Mission and Ministry. Amelia will be studying the children's,
youth and families stream so will take on youth work in the village as well
as working alongside John Fryer in some children and families work. We
look forward to this new opportunity and ask you to include Amelia in your
prayers.
Barrie McNeil, Phil Holmes, Dave Smith, Linda Symonds  Extend
Governing Group.

Happy September Birthdays
William Ward
S am Collins
 Sue LawrenceBrooks
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WHAT OUR HOMEGROUP DID IN THE
SUMMER HOLIDAYS
Our home group meets fortnightly on Thursday evenings. We should be
known as the Nomads as we move between the member’s homes with
the host leading the session and providing light refreshments.
On completing Dave
Bedford’s ‘From the Acorn
of Discipleship’ we decided
to hold our second
Progressive Sunday lunch,
inviting various members of
the congregation to join us
for fellowship and
conversation  something
that isn’t always possible
after Sunday worship. Due
to our ministerial vacancy, it
is imperative to bind us together in love.
The seven became 10 with spouses and then increased to 18, visiting
four homes, but mostly gardens. We walked between the venues,
chatting and hoping to walk off any extra calories gained from a delicious
four course meal. Chat? We never stopped!
 Joy Russell
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F O O T S T E P S RE V I S I T E D
As through life we gaily tread,
Step on this man's fingers,
Steal that man's bread
Mortgage his house up to the hilt
Then watch, as through the years he will wilt
To pay his path to happy retirement
It's a shame that, to the wall, his company's scheme went...
If I could see or even be
The man that treads so carefully
Avoiding all those digits and slices
Encouraging people to save, he entices
A storing of more heavenly worth
Than can be kept, here on earth
To build a store of heavenly credit
The story of your life you must edit
He knows the score, the bits unsavoury,
The daring do, the acts of bravery
The moments of unerring devotion
The path sailed sure across life's ocean
If, in all my life I find a piece
That I do not like, then may I release
And cast it far away from me now
And ease my heavy, furrowed brow...
I look to the hills and see my salvation
The saving grace of every nation
In his hands I rest my soul tonight
To lay until the morning light
Will lift my heart from its leper's bed
And by his grace, I am heavenly fed
As his footsteps mark across the sand
I am at rest in the Father’s hand
 Ray Heywood
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VISIT TO
ULVERSCROFT MANOR
On a glorious summer’s day in August, 18 folk under the SAGE umbrella
enjoyed a day’s outing to Ulverscroft Manor and it was very much a case
of SAGE meets with Tasters. Six regular Saturday morning friends joined
the group for lunch and a whiz around the grounds in the buggy. We
make no mention of the brain power generated over the quizzes!
On arrival we were greeted by another fan of Groby’s bacon butties, who
just happened to be volunteering for our visit. He asked for a show of
hands for Tasters fans! More photographs of the outing on the board in
the hall.

 Joy Russell
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T E A CHI NG & W O RS HI P
P R O G R A MME
Ephesians –Growth in Christ. The apostle Paul, wrote
this letter of encouragement to the church in Ephesus, a church which
appeared to be getting most things fairly spot on. Yet he still feels it
necessary to show them how a church is meant to grow in Christ.
Let’s hope that we too shall grow as we look once more at Paul's Letter to
the Ephesians.
 Kevan Hall

3RD S E P T 17
10am

Discipline and Encouragement
Hebrews Ch 12  David Harrup

Elder: Tim Symonds

10T H S E P T 17
10am

Holy and Honourable living.
Hebrews Ch 13  Tom Limb

Elder: Kathy Du Boulay

17T H S E P T 17
10am

Redemption in Christ
Ephesians Ch 1  Dan James
Communion

Elder: Rachel Hiscocks
(C) Dave Smith

24T H S E P T 17
10am

Theme TBA
John Fryer

7.15pm

Encounter
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Elder: Kevan Hall

HE LP I NG HA NDS  S E P T 2017
CRE CHE

CO F F E E

Sue Lawrence Brooks

Joy Russell

3rd
10th
17th
24th

3rd
10th
17th
24th

Rachel H, Susie, Rachel or Dan P
Jacquie, Hilary, Ruth
Rachel E, Hily, Linda
Linda, Catherine, Ric

Jan & Kathy dB
Ann T & Barbara C
Dave & Hilary
Joy & Peter

W O RS HI P
Tim Symonds

LEADER
3rd
10th
17th
24th

MEDIA

PIANO

Phil Holmes
Barrie Du Boulay
Dave Smith
Mark Hiscocks

Sue Annable
Viv Limb
Helen Fracchia
Debbie George

W E L C O ME

F LO W E RS

Joy Russell

Barbara Conlon

3rd
10th
17th
24th

3rd
10th
17th
24th

Ray & helper
Anne & Barbs
John & Elaine
Joy & Peter

Mr & Mrs J. Thomson
Mrs K. Blick
Mr & Mrs. M. Pratt
Mr & Mrs R. Brandon

CLE A NI NG
Kathy Du Boulay

4th – 9th: Pat C, Joy & Peter, Kay B
11th – 16th: Jeanette & Barrie, Anne, Hilary
18th – 23rd: Dave S, Sue & Mike, Barry dB
25th – 30th: Kathy dB, Rachel P & Lynda H
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A CHILD’S RIGHT TO A CHILDHOOD
As we head into September, thousands of children in this
country will return to full time education for another academic
year, refreshed from summer holidays filled with fun and
enjoyment. They will be well cared for at school, given a good
education and opportunities to flourish and grow. It is their
right of childhood; we expect it without giving it much thought, don't we?
But what if we didn't live in this country? What if,
instead, we lived in Africa? The children we
know could be living a life that we would do all
we could to protect them from.
It is believed that a staggering 200,000 children
in Africa, from the age of 6 upwards, work in the
cocoa industry on the Ivory Coast under the
worst forms of child labour. Of these, it's thought
12,000 children are victims of human trafficking
and enslavement (around 40% of the world's
supply of cocoa comes from the Ivory Coast).
Children trafficked into the industry are often forced to carry excruciatingly
heavy loads; are forced to work with dangerous machetes which result in
serious injuries; are exposed to dangerous pesticides; are given no
education; are undernourished; have been trafficked far from home,
sometimes unwittingly by their parents, and are frightened. Bought and
sold for as little as £30.
Are their lives not worth the same as the children in our country? Do they
not deserve happy summer holidays and a good education?
This often hidden industry of child labour is not one the cocoa industry like
us to know about, but if we do know, what can we do? By
making ethical choices about the chocolate we buy shows
tangible support for producers who treat their workers with
dignity and care, reducing support for the chocolate giants
who choose to buy their cocoa from suppliers who treat
10

these children so appallingly.
Choosing chocolate products which are ethically sourced and/or carry the
Fairtrade logo adds our voices to the message that ALL children's lives
are valuable. ALL children have a right to a childhood. Thank you.
 Catherine Ward

POST BREXIT BRITAIN AND THE
WORLD’S POOREST FARMERS
Back in April this year, the Fairtrade Foundation were
encouraging us to add our name to a petition to Liam Fox,
Secretary of State for International Trade. The petition was to
ask him to continue nonreciprocal duty and quotafree
market access for the world’s most vulnerable countries to Britain. This is
what they currently value with the EU, and the concern was that post
Brexit Britain would not honour
these arrangements, making it
almost impossible for vulnerable
countries to trade and sell products
to Britain. Following a 50,000
strong petition to the Prime Minister,
5,000 emails to MPs and 38,000
Fairtrade, Traidcraft and Global
Citizen supporters asking International Trade Minister Liam Fox to act fast
on this issue, Liam Fox has now provided assurance that 48 of the
poorest countries will be able to continue importing into the UK duty and
quota free.
Thank you to everyone who signed the petition or sent letters. It shows
that if we all take little steps, it can make a difference. However, there are
countries not included in this announcement, such as Kenya, and there
are still concerns that new trade deals with richer countries (eg. China,
Australia and the US) could push poorer ones out. So the campaign is
not yet over. The Fairtrade Foundation are monitoring the situation, and
will update us if further action is necessary.
 Kathy Du Boulay
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O P E N T HE B O O K
The new Open the Book year starts with the story ‘The
Bad Brother’ and tells how Jacob tricked his father Isaac
to cheat his brother Esau out of what he had been
promised.
The prayer at the end is –
‘Dear God, we are sorry if we have cheated on our friends or taken what
does not belong to us. Please forgive us and help us to be honest in
everything we do. Amen’.
We are this year working from a new book with new stories, but the aim is
the same – to tell the children of Groby about God through these Bible
stories and to challenge how they behave to one another.
Please pray for this valuable work throughout the year.
To find out more about the work of the Open the Book team please speak
to Lynda Hawkes, Kevan Hall or David Harrup from the team.
– David Harrup

I NT RO DUCI NG NCO UNT E RS
An exciting new event is coming soon! In October (22nd)
and November (19th) we will be running a new Sunday
afternoon event for families (especially those who we don't see in our
churches) called Ncounters. It will be running at Lady Jane Grey school
from 3pm to 5pm, with activities, fun and food, and over the next few
weeks you will be hearing lots more about it...so keep your eyes and ears
open. In the meantime, please pray for those of us involved in organising
this and that the advertising and invitations we shall all be seeing and
doing (!) will be well received. If you want to know more please stop me
when you see me and ask!
Exciting times  please do pray!
 John Fryer, Extend Children and Families Worker
12
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E NCO UNT E R RE V I E W
Encounter has now been running for two
years and we have had the opportunity to
meet together to pray, praise and worship God in an informal,
spontaneous and relaxed way. The meetings have been varied in their
attendance from 2 to 22 and there is no doubt that Encounter is
something that we have been led by God to provide for whoever walks
through the doors on a Sunday evening. we want to build on this and
develop the meetings to encourage others to come along. During a recent
meeting we asked some questions which are transcribed below.

WHAT DO YOU GET FROM ENCOUNTER?
Music  Worship  Sense of God’s presence  Something different  A time
for thought and reflection  The joy of the flexible format  Openness –
being able to receive  Always a blessed time  Being encouraged to
participate but without pressure  The joy of worshipping together 
Fellowship  Challenge  Opportunity to worship in a style that I love 
Often feeling God’s presence  I love, love, love the time to soak in Jesus
and the Holy Spirit that the contemporary songs bring  A freshness of the
contemporary through the songs  Personal reflections of where my soul
is, speaking of love for him  A time of space with God without any
responsibility  A sense of real worship
These reflections are incredible and I believe that they give us a real
insight into what the Church needs to move forward to support our
members. There is no doubt that Encounter is reaching out to people, no
matter how small the group is. As a worship group, our time to prepare is
also one of worship and reflection of God’s glory. One of our regular
members has been Mary who is the recently retired minister from Earl
Shilton, Enderby and Braunstone church – she has been very supportive
of Encounter and her comments were as follows:
“I’ve really enjoyed and valued every time I have come here but as we are
leaving, comments for the future seem not for me to say – but prayerful
blessings for however it develops”
14

WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO GET FROM ENCOUNTER?
I come with an open mind and heart but I prefer the music to be less loud
 Hearing what’s on God’s mind, not necessarily on ours  The opportunity
to corporately listen to God  More time for quiet reflections
We very much appreciate the feedback given and would love to see you
at one of our meetings, If you have not yet experienced Encounter and
from reading the above this is something that you feel you would like to
experience, then please come along and join us. You would be very
welcome and we would love to share in fellowship with you. The next
meeting is in 24th September at 7:15pm.
 Karen Harrup

Reflective
Service

Prayer, silence and songs
inspired by the ecumenical and international
monastic community of Taizé, France

3 Sep 6pm at Markfield Methodist Church
17th Sep 6.30pm at St Philip & St James Groby
For more information: Karen 07739 555015
karensilverwood@googlemail.com
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Tuesday 26th Sept

Church Meeting at 7.30 pm

 Mark Hiscocks

A BIG THANKS TO ALL YOU DUST BUSTERS!!
The church annual clean has been underway for
a few weeks now, and I’m delighted to report that
all the jobs on the list have either been
completed or volunteered for. Well done
Church!!
 Kathy Du Boulay

OCTOBER 2017 ISSUE
NEXT DEADLINE SAT 16th Sept 2017
Please submit articles to me by the above date, preferred via email.
This magazine is published in print and on the church website,
grobyurc.com. If you would like to be added or removed from the paper
copy distribution list or the monthly hyperlink email list, please let me
know.
 Mark Hiscocks, Magazine@grobyurc.com
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Groby United Reformed Church
member: Evangelical Alliance UK
www.grobyurc.com, LE6 OFE

CONTACTS
MI N I S T E R :
Vacancy

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES WORKER
John Fryer

07540 957926 j.fryer1@ntlworld.com

SECRETARY:
Phil Holmes

0116 2253335 maxmellhouse@hotmail.com

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP (10AM)
All Age with Y.church (children’s session) Holy Communion as
announced. Babies and toddlers can be cared for on Sunday mornings.
The church building has a loop hearing system, wheelchair access, a
toilet for the disabled & baby nappychanging facilities.
Home Groups: Wed & Thurs evenings – see an elder for details.

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Monday:

Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

9.3011.30am
6.007.15pm
7.459.00pm
7.309.00pm
10.3012.00am
9.3011.30am
7.309.30pm
8.009.00am
10.0012.30pm

Noah’s Ark Club for toddlers and families.
Chattabox Mondays* (children years 36)
Rock Solid* (young people in years 79)
Revelation* (young people in years 1013)
Fair Cuppa* at Groby Village Hall.
CATCH* Coffee and chat (in termtime)
Gap* (young people in years 1013)
Prayers, all welcome
Love Groby Tasters  Coffee & Fun

*These activities are run jointly with St. Philip & St. James Church as part of
'Churches Together in Groby'.

