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PRAYER FOR THE WEEK
5TH 11TH NOVEMBER
This week as we move towards Remembrance Sunday, please pray for
Peace in our world. Pray for that peace to begin with ourselves and spread
through our streets, our village, our country and then beyond.

12TH 18TH NOVEMBER
Fair Trade Sale. Please pray for us as a Fair Trade Church to fulfil our
calling to promote Fair Trade. The target is to sell 90 pair of socks and
many Christmas cards. Please remember the producers in your prayers.

19TH 25TH NOVEMBER
This week’s Prayers are for John Fryer and Amelia CollinsPatel. Please
ask God to protect them, to give them vision and many openings into their
Children and Family work here in Groby.

26TH NOVEMBER – 2ND DECEMBER
Advent is upon us again, please pray that many folk will be reminded of
the real meaning of Christmas as theysee and hear of information
depicting the birth of our Saviour

 Lynda Hawkes & Ruth Ivens

WELCOME FROM TREVOR,
CHURCH ELDER
As we move through what remains of this year
we will all be anticipating or planning for events.
Perhaps we are looking forward to seeing friends and family, coming to
terms with “an empty nest”, finding employment, awaiting a much needed
holiday, wrestling with personal challenges, illness, bereavement or simply
seeking a change in our own circumstances.
For many people maintaining spiritual focus at such times can prove
challenging given the demands that these events and other people make
upon us.
Whether at home, at work, at church or in our personal spiritual life, we
really need to focus however upon what is important to us. But just what
is this?
What can we expect from our lives now and in the future in this
increasingly troubled and unstable world?
Fortunately as Christians God's word is filled with examples and promises
from our creator who will provide and deliver things that are good for us.
In Luke (2:25) we read that Simeon lived his life in anticipation of the
coming Messiah and that had been told that he would not die without
seeing Him. What a promise, what anticipation and expectation! Simeon
relied upon the Spirit of God to guide him through this time and help him
recognise Him. Whilst we may not all have had such a personal revelation
however we should take heart in God’s word and promises to us.
After his resurrection Jesus told everyone that the same Spirit that had
been Simeon's guide would also be with all who trusted in him and that he
would be their guide too. Amongst our daily hustle and bustle and
conflicting priorities that same Spirit is here with us too  we all just have to
listen carefully, trust Him, allow him to be our guide and work together.
“Cast your cares on the Lord and He will sustain you; he will never let the
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righteous be shaken" (Psalm 55:22.)
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of
God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:67)
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life”. (John 3:16)
Whatever else we each may be anticipating in the days, weeks and
months to come, we need to proclaim our faith together and hold fast to
the fact that if we believe in, accept and walk with Jesus we are indeed
saved. That surely is something to anticipate with joy whatever challenges
or changes that we may face!
As we look to the future let us “Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be
constant in prayer.” (Romans 12:12).
 Trevor Pringle

TWEET
C. S. Lewis (@CSLewisDaily)
18/10/2017, 18:34
"If God forgives us we must forgive ourselves. Otherwise, it is almost like
setting up ourselves as a higher tribunal than Him."
 Rachel Hiscocks
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RENEW OUR WORLD – A GOLDEN
OPPORTUNITY
The impact of climate change on God’s creation can be seen
across the globe. For many communities the impact is very
real and devastating. Humankind aside, wildlife is also feeling
the effects of rising sea levels, more frequent floods and
changing seasons. The words on the message written in the picture
above are stark.

As part of our ‘Renew Our World’ service at the end of October, we talked
about steps that Tearfund are asking us all to take. This summer’s edition
of Teartimes said: “Our generation has an opportunity – a special choice
no other generation will get. If we take care of creation we can begin to
restore the balance so that everyone, everywhere, has a chance to live
well.”
Our response to climate change can help make a difference. Here are just
a few of the things you might wish to follow up on:
 Prayfully reflect on God’s wonderful creation and how we can boldly take
action now
 Send an email to the Under Secretary of State for International
Development. Here is the link from the Tearfund website enabling you to
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add your voice to those lobbying the government for policy change:
www.tearfund.org/about_you/action/renew_our_world/
 Contact your supermarket about the food waste they help create (a third
of edible vegetable crops are discarded from our fields due to
supermarkets’ strict cosmetic standards):
www.tearfund.org/en/about_you/action/food_waste_action/
 Make changes to our own food shopping and consuming habits to further
reduce any waste we may contribute to (In the UK we throw away, on
average, edible food worth £470 per household each year.)
 Donate to Tearfund to help them support communities around the world
who are feeling the devastating effects of climate change most acutely.
Thank you.  Catherine Ward

Happy November Birthday
Evie Commbes
 Sue LawrenceBrooks
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FAIRTRADE UPDATE
March may be a long way away – there’s certainly lots of
different activities that are going to happen between now
and then – but plans are already afoot to celebrate Fairtrade
Fortnight 2018! As you know, we are a Fairtrade Church.

ON A WEEKTOWEEK BASIS
This means that we use fairly traded tea, coffee and sugar within the
church and at any church meetings and gatherings. In addition we try and
promote other Fairly Traded products.

LOOK OUT FOR THE CHRISTMAS CARD AND SOCK SALE
AFTER MORNING WORSHIP ON 19th OF THIS MONTH

ON AN ANNUAL BASIS
We work with our friends at P&J to promote Fair Trade in our community
during Fairtrade Fortnight.
On Saturday 3rd March we will be promoting Fairtrade in a marquee
outside the Laundon Way Coop. There will be: a Fairtrade quiz; Fairtrade
products to sample; crafts for children and a treasure hunt. Plans are still
developing and details being decided but even at this stage we need your
help! One of the crafts will involve making a collage using wrappers from
Fairly Traded products and pictures of them. Please can you start
collecting? We need wrappers from the fair trade products you buy and
catalogues, which have Fair Trade products in them. Keep them out of
your recycling bin and put them in the box at the back of the church. You
can also pass them onto Catherine, Joy, Kathy, Kay, Ruth and feel free to
ask us any questions you have about our exciting Fair Trade future plans.
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 Joy Russell & Ruth Mwena

GROBY SINGS  HITS THE
HEIGHTS
In celebration of our community choir, Groby
Sings, achieving its 10th season, we present
songs from The Sound of Music together with
favourite hits from previous seasons. The two concerts look certain to be
a resounding success yet again with the number of choir members
currently standing at 300! Tickets are sure to sell out quickly so get yours
as soon as possible to avoid disappointment.

WHEN?
Saturday 25th November 7.30pm & Sunday 26th November 3.00pm

WHERE?
Groby Community College (All enquiries to www.grobysings.org)

TICKETS?
Still only £5! On sale from 1st November from the following outlets:
1. Chaplin’s Butchers, Groby:
Tuesday  Thursday 9.00am1.00pm, Friday & Saturday 9.00am4.00pm
2. Groby Community Library:
Monday 2.003.00pm, Wednesday 2.004.00pm
3. Any choir member
 June Ward
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TEACHING & WORSHIP
PROGRAMME
Ephesians –Growth in Christ. The apostle Paul, wrote
this letter of encouragement to the church in Ephesus, a church which
appeared to be getting most things fairly spot on. Yet he still feels it
necessary to show them how a church is meant to grow in Christ.
Let’s hope that we too shall grow as we look once more at Paul's Letter to
the Ephesians.
 Kevan Hall

5TH NOV 17
10am

Living as Children of Light
Elder: Phil Holmes
Ephesians Ch 4:175:14  Derek Taylor
(Shoebox)

12TH NOV 17
9.45am

Submit to one another
Elder: Rachel Hiscocks
Ephesians Ch 5:156:9  David Harrup

19TH NOV 17
10am

The Armour of God
Ephesians Ch 6:1024.  John Hall
Communion (Fairtrade Sale)

Elder: Kevan Hall
(C) Dave Smith

TBA
Service led by Rock Solid

Elder: Dave Lomas

26 NOV 17
10am
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HELPING HANDS  NOV 2017
CRECHE

COFFEE

Lynda Symonds

Joy Russell

5th
12th
19th
26th

5th
12th
19th
26th

Rachel H, Susie, Rachel or Dan P
Jacquie, Hilary, Linda
Rachel E, Hily, Anna
Linda, Ruth, Ric

Ann T & Barbara C
Dave & Hilary
Joy & Peter
Kay B & helper

WORSHIP
Tim Symonds

LEADER
5th
12th
19th
26th

MEDIA

PIANO

Barrie DuBoulay
Dave Smith
Mark Hiscocks
Phil Holmes

Debbie George
Helen Fracchia
Sue Annable
TBA

WELCOME

FLOWERS

Joy Russell

Barbara Conlon

5th
12th
19th
26th

5th
12th
19th
26th

Moira & Jim
Ray & helper
Anne B & Barbara L
Joy & Peter

Mrs S. Flude
Mr & Mrs V. Blower
Mrs M. Ward
Mrs J. Robinson

CLEANING
Kathy Du Boulay

6th – 11th: Kathy dB, Rachel P & Lynda H
13th – 18th : Sue LB, Ruth, Judith
20th – 25th: Linda & Tim, Jan & Mark
27th – 2nd Dec: Pat C, Joy & Peter, Kay B
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NEW HOME FOR SUE & LEWIS

Dear Friends,
We are pleased, at long last, to be able to give you our new address from
19th October 2017:
12, Willow Road
Potton
SANDY
SG19 2PP
Landline phone: 01767262366, Email: suemcken@gmail.com
We would be glad to welcome visitors, so please do get in touch if you are
coming our way. We are 10 minutes from the Biggleswade turn off the A1.
 Sue & Lewis Mckenzie

FOOD & FILM FOR FELLAS
There were ‘fourteen fellas feasting at the first film & food for fellas’ in
October – could be a new tongue twister!
They selected and watched a comedy film called ‘What we did on our
holiday’ about some children who give their grandad a sea burial when he
dies on the beach looking after them – because their parents are too busy
arguing. The fellas had jacket potato with minced beef and tomato which
had varying degrees of chilli added.
The season continues with two evenings in November – on Thursdays
2nd and 30th at 7.00pm. (No more than a £2.00 donation is generally
enough to cover the cost of the food and a soft drink.)
This is a Churches Together evening and fellas from both churches are
encouraged to come along with a nonchurch friend. For more information
please see me.
10
 David Harrup

APPLE PRESSING AT GROBY
TASTERS

With a Little help from our Friends.
Saturday 15th October Apple Pressing Event at Love Groby TASTERS.
Yet another example of the churches' offer to the Village to enrich the life
of the Community. This was one of a number of themed mornings for
families with apple activities taking place inside the building.
The apple juice was delicious!
 Joy Russell
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CHURCHES TOGETHER IN GROBY
NEWS
Here’s what we are doing as churches together in Groby over the coming
months.
On Saturday 7th October we had apple pressing alongside Tasters and
the children did some apple related crafts. It was a very busy morning at
Tasters with over 100 people sampling the apple juice – as well as the
usual coffee, cakes and cobs.
People from both churches will have the opportunity to join others from the
village at the Club for an Act of Remembrance on Sunday 12th November
starting at 10.50am.
A small group from the churches are working with John Fryer (Extend’s
children and family worker) on two Ncounter events at Lady Jane Grey
school on 22nd October and 19th November. This is funded by CTG with
money left over and kept for missional use from the Big Event of a few
years ago.

LOOKING AHEAD TO CHRISTMAS ………………….
The CTG Christmas cards will need delivering before the end of
November – please look out for the piles of cards appearing.
Carols around the Tree at the Stamford Arms is on Tuesday 12th
December – shop bought mince pies will be needed to giveaway.
We have decided NOT to do the Advent Windows this year, but we will be
looking at how to make more of this in 2018.
Any questions about the work of the CTG forum please see Lynda
Hawkes or myself. The URC is still a member short on the forum at
present, so if you feel called to join please see one of us.
David Harrup – CTG Secretary
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FLUSH AWAY YOUR CHRISTMAS
PRESENT WORRIES BY HELPING
FLUSH AWAY POVERTY.
What would life be like without a loo? Unbelievably, around a
third, (2.4 billion people!) of our world’s population have to use
fields, streams, rivers, railway lines, canal banks, roadsides,
plastic bags or diseasebreeding buckets because they don’t have access
to a loo.
In Africa, half of young girls who
drop out of school do so because
they need to collect water or
because their school hasn’t got a
basic toilet
Women and girls are vulnerable
to being bitten by snakes, or to
being attacked, as they walk to
the edge of their community to go to toilet in the open, late at night.
Yet, for every £1 spent on water and sanitation, more than £5 is returned
through reduced health costs and increased productivity. Quite a good
return on an investment by most people’s standards.
We can do something about this, and invest in the health of people in other
parts of the world.
Tearfund offer Toilet Twinning. For £60 you can twin your toilet with a
latrine in an impoverished community. In return, Tearfund send a
certificate featuring a photo of your toilet twin and where it is.
During the Christmas Card and Sock sale following the service on 19th
November there will be leaflets and an opportunity to donate towards
another twin (or two!) for our church’s loos – or even have a twin for your
own loo! For more info, see the Tearfund’s website toilettwinning.org or
speak to me, k.duboulay@ntlworld.com. 0116 2245095.
 Kathy Du Boulay
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OPEN THE BOOK
In September we presented the story of ‘the Bad Brother’
leaving Esau threatening to kill Jacob because he had
cheated him out of his inheritance. In our October story of
‘the Runaway’ Jacob had run away from his brother when God spoke to
Jacob in a dream.
God promised to make Jacob’s family great and through his family for
wonderful things to happen for the whole world. After being cheated into
marrying the wrong sister and having to wait longer to then marry the one
he wanted he headed back to his home with his wives – a different man to
the one that had runaway. Esau saw him coming and saw the difference
in his brother – he forgave Jacob.
Through these stories the children are being encouraged to recognise
when they need to say sorry for things they have done wrong and to
forgive others when they have done wrong things to them.
In October a group from the churches, led by Extend’s John Fryer, held an
afternoon called Ncounter for young families at Lady Jane Grey primary
school. Esau from Open the Book made an appearance and in a short
sketch (Godslot) with one of John’s friends picked up the theme of
forgiveness as well as the need to trust God.
In November we are presenting ‘Spies in Canaan’ – about listening and
trusting.
Please pray for this valuable work in Groby and across the country, and
also for a group trying to start up in Ratby.
To find out more about the work of the Open the Book team please speak
to Lynda Hawkes, Kevan Hall or David Harrup from the team.
– David Harrup
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
10am Sun 5th Nov

Shoebox Sunday

11.30am Sun 19th Fairtrade Christmas sale after the
service.
10.30am Sun 19th Church Meeting / Discussion and lunch
 Mark Hiscocks

DECEMBER 2017 ISSUE
NEXT DEADLINE SAT 18th Nov 2017
Please submit articles to me by the above date, preferred via email.
This magazine is published in print and on the church website,
grobyurc.com. If you would like to be added or removed from the paper
copy distribution list or the monthly hyperlink email list, please let me
know.
 Mark Hiscocks, Magazine@grobyurc.com
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Groby United Reformed Church
member: Evangelical Alliance UK
www.grobyurc.com, LE6 OFE

CONTACTS
MINISTER:
Vacancy

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES WORKER
John Fryer

07540 957926 j.fryer1@ntlworld.com

YOUTH, CHILDREN AND FAMILIES WORKER
Amelia CollinsPatel

07879437110

ameliacollinspatel@gmail.com

SECRETARY:
Phil Holmes

0116 2253335 maxmellhouse@hotmail.com

CHURCH HALL BOOKINGS
Jane Hinds

07530 957022 janesnips@hotmail.com

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP (10AM)
All Age with Y.church (children’s session) Holy Communion as
announced. Babies and toddlers can be cared for on Sunday mornings.
The church building has a loop hearing system, wheelchair access, a toilet
for the disabled & baby nappychanging facilities.
Home Groups: Wed & Thurs evenings – see an elder for details.

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Monday:

Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

9.3011.30am
6.007.15pm
7.459.00pm
7.309.00pm
10.3012.00am
9.3011.30am
7.309.30pm
8.009.00am
10.0012.30pm

Noah’s Ark Club for toddlers and families.
Chattabox Mondays* (children years 36)
Rock Solid* (young people in years 79)
Revelation* (young people in years 1013)
Fair Cuppa* at Groby Village Hall.
CATCH* Coffee and chat (in termtime)
Gap* (young people in years 1013)
Prayers, all welcome
Love Groby Tasters  Coffee & Fun

*These activities are run jointly with St. Philip & St. James Church as part of
'Churches Together in Groby'.

