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PRAYER FOR THE WEEK
3RD  9TH DECEMBER
Please pray for the Christmas Services in churches and outside
churches. Praise God for the opportunities to proclaim the Birth of Jesus.
Pray for this GIFT to enter into many hearts and homes.

10TH – 16TH DECEMBER
This week we will have Carols round the tree in the village on Tuesday
and Fair Cuppa Carols on Thursday. Please pray that many village folks
will attend these two events and that they will take away the carol sheets
and read the Bible verses they contain to remind them of the real meaning
of Christmas.

17TH  23RD DECEMBER
Please pray for the special Groby Tasters Christmas event this Saturday
with Chrisrtian crafts for the children. Pray that they will be touched by a
true Christmas message that will remain in their hearts through the
Christmas period.

24TH – 30TH DECEMBER
Please pray for folks you know personally, who can’t be in their homes
any longer. Please pray for the goodness, they might have experienced at
this time, to continue throughout the year.

31ST DECEMBER – 6TH JANUARY
This week, please prayerfully reflect on how God touched your life in 2017
and ask Him how best you can serve Him in 2018.
 Lynda Hawkes & Ruth Ivens

WELCOME FROM DAVE,
CHURCH ELDER
Welcome to the December/January edition of
Contact.
Throughout the next couple months there will be many parties and
celebrations. We will be bombarded with food, drink and gift advertising.
Adverts will depict families and friends gathering together around tables
laden with food and drink. There will be the warm glow of an open fire,
stockings hanging from the mantelpiece, a tree glistening with lights and
decorations beneath which there are gifts aplenty. The ground outside will
be covered with pure white snow and the air full of carols. Scenes
intended to make us feel warm and cosy. There is excitement and
expectation, children looking through frost covered bedroom windows
hoping to catch a glimpse of Santa. We are enchanted.
2000 years ago Mary and Joseph made the long journey from Nazareth to
Bethlehem. Having arrived they could find nowhere to stay. A stable was
all that was offered; a smelly, filthy stable. I am sure that this was not
where Mary envisaged the birth of her son would take place. Nor was it
the place that anyone imagined would be the location for the birth of a
king.
Jesus was, in many ways, an enigma to the Jews. I wonder if they felt
cheated because his life was not what they had expected it would be, his
words, his deeds, his teaching. They had great hope and expectation at
his birth, that as their king he would set them free from the tyranny of the
Romans. That was never God’s intention. God’s plan was so much
greater!
In the same way, Christmas may not live up to the expectation that many
hope it will. For them there will be the burden of hunting for the perfect gift,
of hosting the most spectacular Christmas lunch, of keeping the peace,
and then trying to find the money to pay for everything. For them
Christmas will not be the time of joy and happiness that the adverts will tell
us it should be and after many weeks of preparation it will be over. They
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too may feel cheated, but then they, like the Jews, are also missing the
point. It is about so much more!
For Christians Christmas is a time of celebration, a celebration of the birth
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, God’s gift to the world, to you, to me,
God’s perfect gift. It is also a reminder of what was to come; Salvation. His
birth was only the beginning. He did not disappoint. We were not cheated.
He came into the world, lightness in our darkness, a lightness that
endures.
John 3:16
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
As we move through Christmas and then on to the New Year, may we all
do so with joy and optimism, with the assurance that life in Christ will never
disappoint. He came that we might have life in abundance through Him.
Let’s celebrate!
 Dave Lomas

TWEET
Gerard Kelly (@twitturgies)
16/11/2017, 12:07
In Bethlehem. At Calvary. In resurrection and ascension. God incarnate
grabs with both hands what it is to be human. And takes us with him
where he goes
 Rachel Hiscocks
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TOILET TWINNING

‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in
darkness, but will have the light of life.’ John 8:12
TEARFUND’S Toilet Twinning ministry is bringing light to some of the
darkest places in the world. Toilets might not be the first thing that comes
to mind when you consider your personal response to Jesus’ command for
us to be salt and light in this needy world. But we know toilets save lives.
They stop the spread of disease, enable children to stay in school and
keep women and girls safe from attack. This Christmas, we think
especially of men, women and children who are living through very dark
times indeed as refugees and displaced people. They have lost their
homes, their loved ones and often their hope for the future.

CAN WE HELP CHANGE THE WORLD THIS CHRISTMAS BY
SPENDING A PENNY OR TWO?
For £60, we can twin with a family latrine AND get a certificate showing
our toilet twin!
This Christmas let us shine our light and help change the world with our
Christmas Appeal by twinning a loo or two! See the video in church and
look out for the ‘spend a penny’ collection potty.
4

 Joy Russell

DAY OF PRAYER
A date for your diary….
Sunday 7th January 2018
Our Annual Day of Prayer
An opportunity to gather together to:
Give thanks to the Lord
Pray into the coming year
Be still and know that He is God
A programme for the day will follow soon.
 Kevan Hall

Happy December Birthday
Megan Stokes
Maida Platts
 Sue LawrenceBrooks
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THANK YOU
A big thank you to everybody who
supported this year’s shoebox appeal. We
packed 68 boxes and raised over £300 pounds. Thanks especially to the
knitting group who again provided a lovely collection of hats, scarfs, bags
and puppets, and to those who wrapped the shoeboxes.
This year we added a Christmas card from Groby URC so that the child
receiving the box knows where it came from. We will find out in January
where the boxes went so watch this space.
Catherine and I would like to thank all who helped in any way.

 Helen Fracchia
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EXPERIENCE IN UGANDA
As many of you know I had the privilege of going to Uganda
in my Summer holidays to train teachers.
On Sunday the 28th January 2018 at Groby URC morning service, I will be
showing pictures and sharing my wonderful and amazing experiences.
Afterwards there will be a simple meal of soup and bread. Any donations
will be welcome and go towards the project I worked with.

 Wendy Hall
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SINGING CAROLS
CHRISTMAS EVE AROUND GROBY
This will the sixth year running a group of Christians have shared the good
news of Christmas by singing carols on the streets of Groby – all are
welcome to join us.
For me the last stop on the route last year was memorable. A young boy
was watching out of his bedroom window and his mother came out to
thank us because he was laid up with chicken pox and the singing had
cheered him up. In October we saw the young boy and his mother when
they attended NCounter at Lady Jane Grey school.
As last year we will be meeting on Laundon Way outside the new CoOp
and walking along a circular route in the Pym Leys Lane area of Groby – a
different area to previous years.
We will meet there at 7.15pm and finish before 8.45pm.
All of the homes along the route will be leafleted beforehand  inviting
them to listen out for us, to join us and even to request their favourite
carol. So let’s hope for a crisp & clear evening to help the sound to travel
and to encourage people to join us.

TUESDAY 12TH DECEMBER AT 7PM – CAROLS ROUND THE
CHRISTMAS TREE IN THE STAMFORD ARMS CAR PARK.
This will be led by Rev Ed, Amelia and John. The theme is ‘star/s’ and
afterwards everyone attending is being given a Christmas tree star to
decorate.
In addition the 400500 people expected will be encouraged to take away
the carol sheets including Bible verses linking the carols to cover the
Christmas story.
And more – everyone will be prompted to look at the Christian Aid
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Christmas campaign as they will all get a cardboard cutout tree
decoration.
And even more – there will be mince pies for everyone – so if you are able
bring some shop bought/boxed mince pies and let on the CTG team have
them.

THURSDAY 14TH DECEMBER AT 11AM – CAROLS AT FAIR
CUPPA IN THE VILLAGE HALL
This is a very informal gathering and all are welcome.
Please pray that the people of Groby will be touched by the truth of
Christmas this year.
 David Harrup CTG Secretary.

TWEET
Gerard Kelly (@twitturgies)
15/11/2017, 17:04
God connects with me through covenant, not contract. the level of his love
is unaffected by the range of my responses...
 Rachel Hiscocks
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TEACHING & WORSHIP
PROGRAMME
Ephesians –Growth in Christ. The apostle Paul, wrote
this letter of encouragement to the church in Ephesus,
a church which appeared to be getting most things fairly spot on. Yet he
still feels it necessary to show them how a church is meant to grow in
Christ.
Let’s hope that we too shall grow as we look once more at Paul's Letter to
the Ephesians.
 Kevan Hall

3RD DEC 17
10am

This is your God
Wendy Hall

Elder: Tim Symmonds

10TH DEC 17
10am

Preparing for God's Arrival
Elder: Trevor Pringle
Isaiah 40:1–11, Mark 1:18  Mike Playdon

17TH DEC 17
10am
6.30pm

Shepherds
Luke 2: 821 Barrie Cooke
Reflective Communion
Dave Lomas

Elder: Rachel Hiscocks

24TH DEC 17
10am
5 pm ‘

Nearly there...one last push
Elder Kathy Du Boulay
Matthew 1:824 & 2 &Luke 2 David and Karen Harrup
Christmas All Wrapped up!’
Elder Phil Holmes
All Age Service. Led by John Fryer

25TH DEC 17
10am

Joy to the World
Kevan Hall

Elder Dave Smith

31ST DEC 17
10am

10

Reflections & Projections
Jim Coaton

Elders Kevan Hall

TEACHING & WORSHIP
PROGRAMME
In the New Year we are dipping into the book of
1 Samuel and looking at the period when God’s people
demanded they have a king to lead them against their enemies. In the end
the king God gave them was rejected by the people giving a very stark
comparison of a faithful God and the faithless people. Over the weeks we
will I suspect have much to explore and challenge us as individuals and as
a church.
 David Harrup

7TH JAN 18
10am

Day of Prayer
Mike Pladon
Communion

Elder: Dave Lomas

14TH JAN 18
10am

God hears
1 Samuel 1:120 Tom Limb

Elder: Tim Symonds

21ST JAN 18
9.30am

Christian Unity
Elder: Trevor Pringle
CTG service at St Philips and St James

28TH JAN 18
10am

Bugwere Development Trust
Wendy Hall
(Followed by Soup & Bread lunch)

Elder Dave Smith
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HELPING HANDS  DEC 2017
CRECHE

COFFEE

Lynda Symonds

Joy Russell

3th
10th
17th
24th
31st

3rd
10th
17th
24th
31st

Rachel H, Susie, Rachel or Dan P
Jacquie, Hilary, Linda
Rachel E, Hily, Anna
Linda, Ruth, Ric
Jan, Stacey, Sue LB

Sue LB & Hily
Judith & Anne B
Pat C & Mary P
Elders to arrange
Jan & Kathy dB

WORSHIP
Tim Symonds

LEADER
3rd
10th
17th
24th
25th
31st

MEDIA

PIANO

Barrie DuBoulay
Dave Smith
Mark Hiscocks
Tim Symonds
Tim Symonds
Phil Holmes

Helen
Sue
Helen
Debbie / Viv
Debbie
Sue

WELCOME

FLOWERS

Joy Russell

Barbara Conlon

3rd
10th
17th
24th
25th
31st

3rd Mrs B. Conlon
10th )
17th ) Christmas Decorations
24th )
31st )

John & Elaine
Trevor & Mary
Kay B & Hily
Elders to arrange
Sue LB & Jan
Jean & Sheila

CLEANING
Kathy Du Boulay

4th – 9th: Jeanette & Barrie, Anne, Hilary
11th – 16th: Dave S, Sue & Mike, Barry dB
18th – 23rd: Kathy dB, Rachel P & Lynda H
26th – 30th: Sue LB, Ruth, Judith
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HELPING HANDS  JAN 2018
CRECHE

COFFEE

Lynda Symonds

Joy Russell

7th
14th
21st
28th

7th
14th
21st
28th

Rachel H, Susie, Rachel or Dan P
Jacquie, Hilary, Linda
Rachel E, Hily, Anna
Linda, Ruth, Ric

Ann T & Barbara C
Dave & Hilary
Joy & Peter
Kay B & helper

WORSHIP
Tim Symonds

LEADER
7th
14th
21st
28th

MEDIA

PIANO

Barrie DuBoulay
Dave Smith
Mark Hiscocks
Phil Holmes

WELCOME

FLOWERS

Joy Russell

Barbara Conlon

7th
14th
21st
28th

7th
14th
21st
28th

Mark & Rachel
Moira & Jim
Ray & helper
Anne B & Barbara L

Mrs. J. White
Mrs. J. Camp
Mr. & Mrs. M. Hiscocks
Mrs. L. Hawkes

CLEANING
Kathy Du Boulay

1st – 6th: Linda & Tim, Jan & Mark
8th – 13th: Pat C, Joy & Peter, Kay B
15th – 20th: Jeanette & Barrie, Anne, Hilary
22nd – 27th: Dave S, Sue & Mike, Barry dB
29th – 3rd Feb: Kathy dB, Rachel P & Lynda H
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WEEK OF PRAYER FOR
CHRISTIAN UNITY
18TH TO 25TH JANUARY
Material for 2018 was produced in the Caribbean and
uses Exodus 15, a song of triumph over oppression, as the motif of the
Week of Prayer.
On Sunday 21st January there will be a joint service at the St Philip & St
James church where as churches, and Christians, we can worship and
focus together.

For more information and other resources please follow the link below 
ctbi.org.uk/weekofprayerforchristianunity2018
 David Harrup
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FILM & FOOD
At the start of November the fellas watched a film
called ‘Salmon Fishing in the Yemen’ which is just about what
it says on the tin – so to speak, and then shared bangers and
smash.
The season continues on Thursday 30th at 7.00pm and then in the New
Year on Thursday 4th January – I promise no Christmas leftovers at this
one.

No more than a £2.00 donation is generally enough to cover the cost of
the food and a soft drink.
This is a Churches Together evening and fellas from both churches are
encouraged to come along with a nonchurch friend.
For more information please see me
 David Harrup
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CHURCHES TOGETHER IN GROBY
NEWS
The Act of Remembrance at the Club on Sunday 12th November was well
attended by people from the village, including good representation from
the churches and the uniform groups.
On 22nd October and 19th November Ncounter events at Lady Jane Grey
school were run for families with young children. Led by Extend’s John
Fryer with a small team from the churches it is hoped these will develop
and become regular monthly events in 2018 on.
Looking ahead to Christmas …………see various other articles.
The CTG Christmas cards have hopefully all been delivered and will
encourage Groby to attend an event either in the village or one of the
churches.
The ‘Welcome to Your New Home in Groby’ leaflet has been updated. If
someone moves in close to you please take one to give to them as a
welcome from the churches in Groby (small stock at back of church).
There have been discussions between Churches Together in Groby and
Groby Tasters and we have agreed to strengthen the relationship between
the groups. Groby Tasters as a subgroup of CTG now have a place on
the CTG forum and will sign the CTG Covenant at the next opportunity –
with Rev Ed joining for St Philip & ST James we are reviewing the CTG
Covenant & Constitution.
Any questions about the work of the CTG forum please see Lynda
Hawkes or myself. The URC is still a member short on the forum at
present, so if you feel called to join please see one of us.
David Harrup – CTG Secretary
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A CHRISTMAS WISH

Crisp and cold, those nights of yore,
In the desert when stars look down;
So warm in the straw, his infant brow
Awaits the heavenly crown;
So warm those days of innocent youth
That lead to the water's side
So all due process must be fulfilled
And in him, all sin died
So alive the sermon given on high
In loaves and fish he expands
To the child so pale, beyond death's door
And the laying on of hands
And so, through betrayal, the traitors kiss,
And to his risen Majesty
As we remember his birth, Oh Holy night
May he be always alive in me!!

 Ray Heywood
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TEARFUND REPORTING
2016 – 17
Tearfund say ‘We're following Jesus where the need is
greatest, working through local churches to unlock people's
potential and helping them to discover that the answer to poverty is within
themselves. When disasters strike, we respond quickly. We won't stop
until poverty stops.’
Like 3,252 other churches, we support Tearfund with our money. 10% of
Groby URC’s income is given as a tithe to God, for the building of His
kingdom – half of that to Extend and half to Tearfund, so we support both
local and global mission.
You might be interested to know what Tearfund spent their money on in
the past year.
*
35% was used responding to disasters – over 13 million people
have benefitted.
*
29% to developing communities – over 32 million people live in one
of these communities.
*
13% on fundraising – for every £1 spent on fundraising, Tearfund
receives £6.40.
*

9% on envisioning the local church – over 154,000 churches.

*
7% on trying to change unjust policies – over 300 local, national or
international policies influenced and changed.
*

7% on running costs.

“As a Christian organisation, we are committed to equipping and mobilising
local churches, so they help communities experience ‘life in all its fullness’
– John 10:10”. To this end Tearfund create volunteering opportunities,
work to raise up young people to see their potential, and believe in integral
mission – which reaches body, mind and soul with God’s love.
Information from the Tearfund website: www.tearfund.org
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 Kathy Du Boulay

OPEN THE BOOK

In December we are presenting a doubleheader of
Christmas stories – ‘Joseph’s story’ followed by ‘the
Shepherd’s story’.
Both of the stories are, of course, about the birth of a baby, a very special
baby. When we present the stories on 7th and 14th December the
children will be busy getting ready for Christmas and the stories will
hopefully help them to focus on what Christmas is really all about – God’s
Son coming into the world for ordinary people.
From January to March we focus on stories looking at the teaching of
God’s Son leading up to the Easter story and what God’s Son did for
everyone.
Please pray for this valuable work in Groby and that this Christmas the
children of Groby will welcome God’s Son Jesus as what Christmas is.
To find out more about the work of the Open the Book team please speak
to Lynda Hawkes, Kevan Hall or David Harrup from the team.
– David Harrup
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GREETINGS AND HAPPY
CHRISTMAS FROM WARMIS
“It is our delight, as always, to write to you, our brothers and
sisters in Christ. Though we have not met you, we thank God
for you, because we know that you are praying for us and sharing God’s
gifts with us. It is a great comfort to know that at all times we can come to
God and our family in Him to share our highs and lows. May the Lord
continue to bless your lives, we appreciate all you do to help those in
Cajamarca who once had no hope. In Peru, bells play a popular part in
Christmas celebrations. In the past they would hang in windows and
doorways to ward off evil spirits, but today they symbolise joy at the arrival
of Christmas and the birth of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Children sing
‘Campana sobre Campana’ (Bell after Bell) which is a favourite Christmas
song.” Love from Warmis

Bethlehem, bells of Bethlehem
That the angels ring
What news do you bring me?
Your flock is gathered,
Where are you going little
shepherd?
I'm going to the stable to bring
Cottage cheese, lard and wine

Bell after bell,
And after bell, one!
Lean out the window
You'll see the Child in his crib.
20

Children in Sulloschocha
receiving their Christmas
shoe box presents last year.

SOME RECENT WARMIS HIGHLIGHTS
Supporting 400 families across 9 communities following flooding earlier
this year
Weekly Bible workshops for children from 4 communities – up to 250
youngsters are hearing the word of God every week. They learn to share,
love one another and read and write
A new work started in Chetilla, an area west of Cajamarca. Working
alongside children from very poor families who had never heard the
gospel. With support from Tearfund volunteers, they have held a four part
workshop that encourages children to love others, trust in God and hope in
His love and protection. Miriam says ‘We noticed the children had a real
need to feel loved and to feel like they mattered’.

PLEASE REMEMBER WARMIS IN YOUR PRAYERS
Thank God that He is teaching the people of Alyambo to trust his perfect
plan for their lives (Jeremiah 29:11)
Lift up the children of Chetilla, that they will take the message of the
gospel back to their families and that this will transform many lives.
Pray that these children will know the unconditional love of both their
earthly parent (s) and their heavenly Father.
Praise God for all that Warmis has achieved with His help and through
your generosity.
Children and helpers
in Casa de Madera
Church, outskirts of
Cajamarca

 Kathy Du Boulay
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SONG FOR HARVEST
by Jenny Wakeley

I heard the voice of God call out
Across a barren land
Of shrivelled crops, abandoned homes
And rivers turned to sand.
Above the hungry people’s cries
I clearly heard Him say
This waste was made by human hands
There is a better way.
I heard the voice of God call out
Across the battle zone
Where earthly powers compete and deal
In human blood and bone.
Above the noise of bombs and guns
I clearly heard Him say
The answer’s not in force of arms
There is a better way.
I heard the voice of God call out
Across the trading floor
Where numbers flicker to and fro
And market rules are law.
Above the click of profit’s gold
I clearly heard Him say
Life can be neither bought nor sold
There is a better way.
I heard the voice of God call out
In every human tongue
No one should hold two loaves of bread
22

While others they have none.
Above the years of failed ideas
I clearly heard Him say
I stand for justice peace and love
And I will point the way.
This poem was written by an autistic friend of Ruth Ivens, who was a
member of Thurnby URC and has since passed away. It was read as a
congregational prayer at the 'Renew Our World’ Service in October led by
the Voice For Justice team.
 Joy Russell

NEW HOME FOR KAY
Kay Peel is now living at
Beaumanor Nursing Home on Cartwright Street,
Loughborough, LE11 1JW.

Visitors are very welcome at all times but would anybody who would like to
visit Kay please speak to Anne Brandon (2875585) or Ruth Ivens
(2876038) beforehand.
 Barbara Conlon
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
7 pm Tues 12th Dec 17 CTG ‘Carols around the Tree’,
Stamford Arms.
11am. Thurs 14th Dec 17 Carols at Fair Cuppa at the Village Hall
6.45pm Sun 24th Dec 17 Carol singing around the village
7.30pm Tues 23rd Jan 18 Church meeting
 Mark Hiscocks

FEBRUARY 2018 ISSUE
NEXT DEADLINE SAT 20th Jan 2018
Please submit articles to me by the above date, preferred via email.
This magazine is published in print and on the church website,
grobyurc.com. If you would like to be added or removed from the paper
copy distribution list or the monthly hyperlink email list, please let me
know.
 Mark Hiscocks, Magazine@grobyurc.com
24

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK
31ST DECEMBER – 6TH JANUARY
This week, please prayerfully reflect on how God touched your life in 2017
and ask Him how best you can serve Him in 2018.

7TH  13TH JANUARY
Continue to pray for the Elders as they are leading our church. Please
pray for good teamwork, for a vision which will touch the life of our church
in the coming year, and for us to support their efforts.

14TH  20TH JANUARY
Please pray this week for Christian Unity and how you can play a part in
our village. Pray for CtG service at P&J on Sunday and all those taking
part in it.

21ND  27TH JANUARY
Continue to pray for the Sunday afternoon events at Lady Jane Grey. Pray
for many families to attend, to enjoy each other’s company and with that
find help for the daily challenges.

28TH JANUARY  3RD FEBRUARY
Please pray for the spiritual life of our church; for our corporate prayer life,
for a hunger to read and absorb the Bible and for desire to grow in our
faith.
 Lynda Hawkes & Ruth Ivens

Groby United Reformed Church
member: Evangelical Alliance UK
www.grobyurc.com, LE6 OFE

CONTACTS
MINISTER:
Vacancy

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES WORKER
John Fryer

07540 957926 j.fryer1@ntlworld.com

YOUTH, CHILDREN AND FAMILIES WORKER
Amelia CollinsPatel

07879437110

ameliacollinspatel@gmail.com

SECRETARY:
Phil Holmes

0116 2253335 maxmellhouse@hotmail.com

CHURCH HALL BOOKINGS
Jane Hinds

07530 957022 janesnips@hotmail.com

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP (10AM)
All Age with Y.church (children’s session) Holy Communion as
announced. Babies and toddlers can be cared for on Sunday mornings.
The church building has a loop hearing system, wheelchair access, a toilet
for the disabled & baby nappychanging facilities.
Home Groups: Wed & Thurs evenings – see an elder for details.

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Monday:

Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

9.3011.30am
6.007.15pm
7.459.00pm
10.3012.00am
9.3011.30am
8.009.00am
10.0012.30pm

Noah’s Ark Club for toddlers and families.
Chattabox Mondays* (children years 36)
Rock Solid* (young people in years 79)
Fair Cuppa* at Groby Village Hall.
CATCH* Coffee and chat (in termtime)
Prayers, all welcome
Love Groby Tasters  Coffee & Fun

*These activities are run jointly with St. Philip & St. James Church as part of
'Churches Together in Groby'.

