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PRAYER FOR THE WEEK
4TH – 10TH FEBRUARY
Please pray for our preachers this week, both from our own congregation
and those who visit us. Thank God for them and their gifts and pray that
he will continue to guide and bless them.

11TH 17TH FEBRUARY
Please pray for the work among the young people here in Groby. Please
pray for guidance, wisdom and insight to move this outreach forward. Pray
for dedicated leaders and helpers.

18TH 24TH FEBRUARY
Fair Trade fortnight gives us the opportunity to highlight our responsibility
to create a fairer world. Please pray for the event at the LaundonWay Co
Op, but also pray for us to be willing to examine ourselves how much we
do care for our brothers and sisters.

25TH FEBRUARY 3RD MARCH
Please pray this week for the Women’s World Day pf Prayer on Friday
which will take place at P&J this year. Pray for all those taking part, both
leaders and speakers ,that a strong message might be given to those who
attend.
 Lynda Hawkes & Ruth Ivens

WELCOME FROM KATHY,
CHURCH ELDER
Since this is the first Elder’s letter in Contact for
2018, I feel at liberty to wish everyone a very
happy and blessed 2018. We are on the threshold of another busy year I
suspect. One which will inevitably see changes and developments, both
for ourselves personally and for our church, as is the way most years.
During Jim’s service on New Year’s Eve we looked at what has gone
before and considered what might be to come in our church. What do we
see as important in 2018 for Groby URC and for ourselves? We looked at
the Lord’s prayer with Mike Playdon the following Sunday, the prayer
Jesus taught the disciples. It was part of the Day of Prayer and we should
thank all who helped organise the event and feel encouraged by those
who committed to pray for the many church groups. The New Year gives
us opportunity to reflect, start afresh, recommit and recalibrate our
priorities. We pray, ‘Your will be done Lord’ and challenge ourselves to
know God’s will for ourselves and this, His church in Groby.
Change can be hard to handle sometimes – and can feel like a walk into
the unknown. However, in Philippians we read “tell God every detail of
your needs in earnest and thankful prayer, and the peace of God which
transcends human understanding, will keep constant guard over your
hearts and minds as you rest in Christ Jesus” (Phil 4:67. JB Phillips).
Change could mean doing things differently in church, but more
importantly I believe, God wants us to change and develop too, to
become more like Him. One of the thoughts that I was reminded of during
the week of prayer was ‘What would Jesus Do’. We won’t know unless
we know Him – by reading His word, and prayerfully dwelling on it so that
we can listen for His leading  as well as doing the talking!
We often feel inadequate and unprepared for the challenge of change but
Hebrews 11:34 reminds us that it’s through our weakness that God can
work, bringing change in us and through us. Nehemiah 8:10 tells us that
the joy of the Lord is our strength. I ask, are we joyful or has everything
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become difficult or confusing and we’ve forgotten the joy? Perhaps
sometimes?
We have our church meeting on 23rd January. If you are reading this
before the meeting, be encouraged to come if possible. All are welcome
whether member or not, and it’s a chance to listen to each other,
encourage each other and bring what you feel God has for the meeting.
Let’s go forward together into 2018 renewing our love for our Lord and our
love for each other in Christ. With thankful and joyful hearts lets value
what we have in each other as part of one Body, and humbly ask God to
build His house amongst us (Psalm 127:1)
 Kathy Du Boulay

TWEET
HOPE (@HOPEtogether)
21/01/2018, 08:00
“I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland”
 Rachel Hiscocks

2

CONTENTS
Prayer of the week................................................................
Welcome..............................................................................1
Tweet....................................................................................2
Fair Trade Matters................................................................4
Birthdays..............................................................................5
News of Norma & Sheila......................................................5
Day of Prayer........................................................................8
Teaching and Worship  Jan.................................................10
Helping Hands  Jan.............................................................11
Thank You  Poem................................................................12
Film & Food for Fellas..........................................................13
Open the Book......................................................................17
Toilet Twinning.....................................................................18
Groby Sings..........................................................................19
Dates for your diary..............................................................20
Next Contact Deadline..........................................................20
Church Contacts...................................................................

3

FAIRTRADE MATTERS
Fairtrade Fortnight, 26 February–11 March is a
promotional campaign which happens once a year
to increase awareness of Fairtrade products. It
encourages volunteers, like Churches Together in Groby, who
support the goals of Fairtrade, but may also be committed to the more
general concepts of fair trade, ethical trading or concerned by
development issues.
On SATURDAY 3rd MARCH the Voice for Justice Group and P&J’s
Justice Matters Team, in conjunction with the Coop, are holding an
exciting event at the Laundon Way Store, between 11.00am and 3.00pm.
COME ON IN!
There will be a marquee supplying free hot chocolate, wine tasting and a
Treasure Hunt around the immediate area. A Quiz, with a fabulous
hamper prize, and craft activities, including monkey craft and working on a
Fairtrade bunting collage, also balloons, stickers, chocolate tasting and
much more...

We shall need volunteers to help out for two hours on Saturday 3rd March.
Full training will be given! Please talk to Catherine, Joy, Kathy or Ruth with
offers of help. We would also love to hear your Fairtrade comments.
Some of you will not be able to come along to the Coop and be part of the
event. We would urge you to pay a visit sometime during the fortnight and
make a point of seeking out the Fairtrade items in the store, or purchase a
FT product that you haven’t tried before.
Joy Russell
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NEWS OF NORMAN & SHEILA
WHITAKER
Norman was Groby & Anstey’s Minister 19871996.
Thanks to Jim & Chris Coaton, we have a Christmas
update on what’s happening in their lives.
Norman is enjoying being retired for a second time and still preaches once
or twice a month. He hopes to help his home church more this year when
their minister retires.
Both celebrated 70th birthdays last year, and all the family, including Paul
and Dan, are keeping well. 2017 started well with Sheila travelling to
Macedonia to help distribute the shoeboxes. They are still very happy
living in Gloucester.
They wished us a peaceful and joyful Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Joy Russell

Happy February Birthdays to
Megan Edwards
Amelia Norton
Emily Stokes
Sue LawrenceBrooks
5

Come and Sing

Songs of the Spirit

Sunday 4th Feb
Sunday 18th March
Sunday 20th May
3.30-5.15pm
Groby Village Hall
A singing workshop for all
using harmony songs from around the world with Christian roots
no singing experience necessary
Led by local professional musician
No booking required. £3.00 donation at the door.
Tea and cake included.

for more information contact Karen Silverwood 07739 555015
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Prayer for Peace
with songs and silence
inspired by the international
monastic community of Taizé, France

7th Jan 6pm at Markfield Methodist Church
21st Jan 6pm at Ratby Parish Church
4th Feb 6pm at Markfield Methodist Church
18th Feb 6pm at Ratby Parish Church
4th Mar 6pm at Markfield Methodist Church
18th Mar 6pm at Ratby Parish Church
For more information: Karen 07739 555015
karensilverwood@googlemail.com www.taize.fr/en
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DAY OF PRAYER
l
Sunday 7th January was a special time where we
could focus our thoughts to prayer, starting with a
prayer breakfast and thinking about building us up
as a church family, all being part of the the Body of Christ working
together. See 1 Corinthians 12:1231.

The communion service led by Mike Playdon again focused the teaching
on prayer and the Lords Prayer. After the service we enjoyed a bring and
share lunch together as a church family in fellowship together.
After lunch we shared in a time of prayer together, at the prayer stations,
praying for us and our church, making a commitment to pray for the
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different groups and activities that take place in our church, the future
leadership of our church and a quiet reflective corner where we could just
sit and spend time with God. We ended the day with a final Encounter
Service with a time of worship and prayer.

It is not too late to link your home in with our spiritual home and pray for
our church or to make a commitment to pray for the many groups and
activities that happen in our church. Prayer is not just for Sundays or days
like this. It should be part of our daily ongoing relationship with God and is
the bedrock of our faith and all we do together. We could never have
achieved what we have done in the past without some faithful prayer
warriors. We can all learn from them. So, start praying. Thanks to all
involved.
 Dave Smith
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TEACHING & WORSHIP
PROGRAMME
We are dipping into the book of 1 Samuel and looking
at the period when God’s people demanded they have
a king to lead them against their enemies. In the end the king God gave
them was rejected by the people giving a very stark comparison of a
faithful God and the faithless people. Over the weeks we will I suspect
have much to explore and challenge us as individuals and as a
church.
 David Harrup

4TH FEB 18
10am

'Worship
Elder: Kathy Du Boulay
1 Samuel 1: 21  2:10. Malcolm Clarke
(C) Rachel
All Age Communion

11TH FEB 18
10am

'Speak Lord'
1 Samuel 3: 1 21  Mike Playdon

Elder: Phil Holmes

18TH FEB 18
10am

"We Want a King"
1 Samuel 8: 1 – 22 Tom Limb

Elder: Dave Smith

25TH FEB 18
10am
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TBA
Simon Wagstaff

Elder Kevan Hall

HELPING HANDS  FEB 2018
CRECHE

COFFEE

Lynda Symonds

Joy Russell

4th
11th
18th
25th

4th
11th
18th
25th

Rachel H, Susie, Rachel or Dan P
Jacquie, Hilary, Linda
Rachel E, Hily, Anna
Linda, Ruth, Ric

Joy & Peter
Sue LB & Hily
Judith & Anne B
Pat C & Mary

WORSHIP
Tim Symonds

LEADER
4th
11th
18th
25th

MEDIA

PIANO

Barrie DuBoulay
Dave Smith
Mark Hiscocks
Phil Holmes

Helen
Sue
Helen
Debbie

WELCOME

FLOWERS

Joy Russell

Barbara Conlon

4th
11th
18th
25th

4th
11th
18th
25th

Ray & helper
Joy & Peter
John & Elaine
Trevor & Mary

Mr & Mrs T Symonds
Mr & Mrs D. Keen
Mrs B Conlon
Mr & Mrs A Bloor

CLEANING
Kathy Du Boulay

5th – 10th : Sue LB, Ruth, Judith
12th – 17th: Linda & Tim, Jan & Mark
19th – 24th: Pat C, Joy & Peter, Kay B
26th – 3rd March: Jeanette & Barrie, Anne, Hilary
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THANK YOU ALL…
Christmas, a time for families to be,
Putting up tinsel, decorating the tree,
Making mince pies, pastries so sweet,
Hearing the Carols out in the street;
Here, in our Church family are those,
Who, for us all, the extra mile goes,
They put out chairs, welcome us in,
They gladly lead, the service to begin,
Music we love, so beautifully played,
By those whose talents are displayed,
Give of their time to lead us in song,
We, a warm, cosy happy throng;
Time for tea and a warm mince pie,
Or perhaps a coffee, shortbread to try,
Then, when it’s over, they’re there again,
The ones who clean, hum a cheerful refrain,
Whilst vacuums sing and dusters flourish,
Thank Elders who lead, our spirits to nourish;
To all who give of their time to reach out,
Spreading the joyful message about…..
We, as a family, say a whole hearted THANK YOU!!!
God bless you all

Ray Heywood

NEWS OF BOB & BETTY
Please see the notice board for the note from Bob & Betty, the recipients
of our grocery boxes. The letter was read out in church on Sunday 14th
January.
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Joy Russell

FILM & FOOD
In January the fellas watched the Life of Pi –
thanks to Phil for looking after the fellas whilst I was being
windswept in Wales!!

The season continues on Thursday 1st February and then 1st March
before ending with an extra one on 19th April.

The fellas choose the film from a selection available and I choose the food
– chicken curry on 1st February with a noncurry chicken option available.
No more than a £2.00 donation is generally enough to cover the cost of
the food and a soft drink.
This is a Churches Together evening and fellas from both churches are
encouraged to come along with a nonchurch friend.
For more information please see me
 David Harrup
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Steps
through
time
Rehearsals at Groby Club from 19th February
Monday afternoon choir: 1.15pm - 3pm
(Childcare facilities, lifts available)
Monday evening choir: 8pm - 9.30pm
Monday after-school children’s choir: 3.40pm - 4.40pm

Performances:
Saturday 30th June at 7.30pm
& Sunday 1st July at 3.00pm
www.grobysings.org for more information
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@ Lady Jane Grey School, Groby
Sun 28th January  theme: Give thanks
Sun 25th February  theme: Courage
Sun 25th March  theme: Hope
Sun 22 April  theme: Truth
3  5 pm, food served at 4.30pm
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WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 2018
“All God’s Creation is Very Good!”

Written by the women of Suriname in South
America
The interdenominational movement of the Women’s World Day of
Prayer invites everyone to attend one of over 5,000 services being
held on FRIDAY 2ND MARCH with the title ‘All God’s Creation is Very
Good!’
Starting in Samoa as the sun rises, and ending as the sun sets off the
coast of American Samoa, we will join an estimated 3 million people
around the world in a service which reminds us of our
responsibilities in caring for the world we live in.
This is a day of prayer, not just for women, but for everyone who
cares about our world and those who live in it.
The Groby service, organised jointly by St Philip & St James Church
and Groby United Reform Church will take place at St Philip & St
James Church, Markfield Road, Groby, at 7pm on Friday 2nd March
2018.
ALL ARE WELCOME. Refreshments will be served from 7pm,
service at 7.30pm
If you are unable to attend the evening service in Groby , there will
also be a service at Ratby Methodist Church, Station Road, Ratby at
2pm on 2nd March.
For further information contact Gill Tyler on
ahandgtyler@virginmedia.com
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OPEN THE BOOK
As I draft this article I still need to learn my lines for the
first of our January Open the Book presentations
tomorrow!!
In January we presented (by time Contact is out) ‘The Centurion’s
Servant’ which tells the story of the Centurion who just had to say
something and his men did it, but when his servant was ill and wanted
Jesus to heal him he said he did not deserve to have Jesus visit his home.
That’s a bit like us – we don’t deserve to have Jesus there for us – but
through God’s grace He is. The centurion said to Jesus that all he had to
do was say the word and his servant would be healed – Jesus did but
after He had issued a warning to those with Him.
Jesus’ lines in the presentation read – ‘This man trusts me, he really does!
I have not found this kind of trust even amongst our own people …..
people like this man …. will one day be part of all that God is doing. But
because they do not trust me, some of our own people will miss out.’
I am usually very positive towards the words and message going out
through our presentations – but admit to being a bit unsure about this one
 it seems more suited as a message for the churched. I maybe need to
trust how God is using these words more – without fully understanding.
In February I will be much more comfortable with our presentation as we
deliver ‘The Kind Stranger’ including Jesus’ response to the challenge of
what do I need to do to live forever – ‘Love God, and love your neighbour
as much as you love yourself’ – a clear and challenging message backed
up by the illustration of the Good Samaritan.
Please pray for this valuable work in Groby and for the generation of
Groby children that are hearing about God’s love for them.
To find out more about the work of the Open the Book team please speak
to Lynda Hawkes, Kevan Hall or David Harrup from the team.
– David Harrup
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THREE MORE TOILETS
PROVIDED

Thanks to your brilliant generosity, including a great donation from Noah’s
Ark, there will be three more toilets on the planet than before. The fund
raising we carried out before Christmas bought in funds that meant we
could order three new toilets with Tearfund’s twinning scheme! Three
different communities in Africa are going to benefit from our toilet’s twins –
Bukoro Village in Uganda, Kisima in the Domcratic Republic of Congo,
and Boboua in Central African Republic. This will dramatically turn around
the quality of life for families where previously they have had nowhere safe
to go to the loo. This will have the greatest impact on the most vulnerable
in poor communities – women, girls and children – who risk snake bites
and sexual assault if there is nowhere safe to go to the loo.
Look out for the Toilet Twinning certificates which will adorn a church wall
near our loos in the near future. They have information about the latitude
and longitude locations if you want to look this up.
I’m so excited at the potential for our three new toilets I’m feeling a little
flushed………..
Q. What did one toilet say to another toilet?
A. You’re looking flushed
Flushing away poverty!
 Kathy Du Boulay
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NEW SEASON FOR GROBY
SINGS

Groby Sings, our muchloved community choir, reached a significant
milestone at the end of November when we celebrated the 10th season of
concerts since its inception nearly 5 years ago. Groby Sings Hits the
Heights included songs from The Sound of Music together with favourite
hits from previous seasons and was thoroughly enjoyed, as always, by
both choir and audience.
After a short festive break we are now looking forward to getting together
again for Groby Sings Steps Through Time, an intriguing title! It promises
to be a collection of songs from different periods in the past through to
modern times so we invite all singers past, present and future to come
along to our singing sessions which are held every Monday starting on
Monday 19th February at Groby Club, Leicester Road, opposite Groby
Library. No auditions, no pressure to perform, just sing and eat cake!
There are no fees but, for those who can afford it, there is an opportunity
to give a small voluntary donation each session to help with running
costs. The Adult choir has 2 sessions – 1.153.00pm or 8.009.30pm and
our Young Singers meet after school from 3.404.40pm.
Email grobysings@gmail.com or view our website www.grobysings.org for
further information or enquiries, including availability of lifts to the Groby
Club, parking or afternoon childcare.
 June Ward
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
7pm

Thurs 1st Film & Food  URC

3.30pm

Sun 4th Songs of the Spirit

3pm

Sun 25th Ncounters  Lady Jane Grey School

26 Feb  11 March
7.30pm

Fair Trade Fortnight

Fri 2 March

Womens World Day of Prayer  St. P&J
 Mark Hiscocks

MARCH 2018 ISSUE
NEXT DEADLINE SAT 17th JFeb 2018
Please submit articles to me by the above date, preferred via email.
This magazine is published in print and on the church website,
grobyurc.com. If you would like to be added or removed from the paper
copy distribution list or the monthly hyperlink email list, please let me
know.
 Mark Hiscocks, Magazine@grobyurc.com
20

Groby United Reformed Church
member: Evangelical Alliance UK
www.grobyurc.com, LE6 OFE

CONTACTS
MINISTER:
Vacancy

YOUTH, CHILDREN AND FAMILIES WORKER
Amelia CollinsPatel

07879437110

ameliacollinspatel@gmail.com

SECRETARY:
Phil Holmes

0116 2253335 maxmellhouse@hotmail.com

CHURCH HALL BOOKINGS
Jane Hinds

07530 957022 janesnips@hotmail.com

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP (10AM)
All Age with Y.church (children’s session) Holy Communion as
announced. Babies and toddlers can be cared for on Sunday mornings.
The church building has a loop hearing system, wheelchair access, a toilet
for the disabled & baby nappychanging facilities.
Home Groups: Wed & Thurs evenings – see an elder for details.

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Monday:

Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

9.3011.30am
6.007.15pm
7.459.00pm
10.3012.00am
9.3011.30am
8.009.00am
10.0012.30pm

Noah’s Ark Club for toddlers and families.
Chattabox Mondays* (children years 36)
Rock Solid* (young people in years 79)
Fair Cuppa* at Groby Village Hall.
CATCH* Coffee and chat (in termtime)
Prayers, all welcome
Love Groby Tasters  Coffee & Fun

*These activities are run jointly with St. Philip & St. James Church as part of
'Churches Together in Groby'.

