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PRAYER FOR THE WEEK
1ST 7TH APRIL
Please pray for ‘Food for Fellows’, pray that relationships will
continue to grow and that through it many will be encouraged.
Please remember David Harrup in your prayers as he leads this
group,
8TH 14TH APRIL
Please concentrate prayer this week on our church leadership and
the need for a new Minister. Pray for God to prepare the right person
for the role and for strength and wisdom for our Elders as they carry
us forward.
15TH 21ST APRIL
Please pray for the Ncounters event on 22nd at Lady Jane Grey.
Pray for those leading this event now that we have no children’s
workers. Pray also that many young families will come along and
support this outreach venture.
22ND 28TH APRIL
Please pray for and thank God for the those who do jobs behind the
scenes. Maybe you could pray for one specific person and say an
encouraging word to him/her.
9TH APRIL – 5TH MAY
Please thank God for the Home Groups, because they encourage
us to share our faith in a personal way. Ask God prayerfully whether
you should join a group, in case you don’t belong to one.
 Lynda Hawkes & Ruth Ivens

WELCOME FROM DAVE,
CHURCH ELDER
By the time you are reading this we will be in holy week and possibly
taking part in some of the planned events for the week. I would like
to wish you all a very Happy Easter.
•

Five and a half chapters of Luke’s Gospel cover Jesus’ last
week of life, his death and resurrection. (almost 23%)

•

Eight chapters of Mathew’s Gospel cover Jesus’ last week of
life, his death and resurrection. (almost 29%)

•

Six chapters of Mark’s Gospel cover Jesus’ last week of life,
his death and resurrection. (almost 38%)

•

Nine chapters of John’s Gospel covers the same period of
time (almost 43%)

All of this shows that as far as the gospel writers were concerned,
this was the most important week in the history of the world.
Is that what we believe too?
In our Chattabox Monday sessions over the last 12 months we have
been looking at some of the characters in the bible. This term, the
children have enjoyed an ongoing craft, producing a picture time line
of some of these characters and events. The history of the old
testament is important to help us try to understand God’s plan of
salvation. Without the history it would be difficult for us to
understand Jesus and all that he came to do.
I am reminded of the lyrics in a Tim Hughes song, Happy Day:
The greatest day in history
Death is beaten, You have rescued me
Sing it out, Jesus is alive
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The empty cross, the empty grave
Life eternal, You have won the day
Shout it out, Jesus is alive
He's alive
Oh, happy day, happy day
You washed my sin away
Oh, happy day, happy day
I'll never be the same
Forever I am changed etc……
This is Easter, Jesus’ death and resurrection and we should
cerebrate and rejoice in it, an act of selfless love for each one of us.
Meditate on what happened and its significance to each of us
individually and as a church. We should allow it to guide our lives in
all that we are and do. We should take opportunities to think, pray
and share this central celebration of our faith and allow God to bless
us in it.
 Dave Smith

TWEET
Nicky Gumbel (@nickygumbel)
02/03/2018, 21:19
It's the Holy Spirit's job to convict. God's job to judge, and my job to
love.  Billy Graham
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 Rachel Hiscocks
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FAIRTRADE EVENT
POSTPONED
When the ‘Beast from the East’ thwarted
our plans to hold a Come on in and meet
Fairtrade event last month. We were
forced to postpone the proceedings until a
Saturday in May (date to be confirmed). The thought of erecting a 9
metre marquee in gales and snow, just didn’t appeal, to either
Churches Together in Groby or the Laundon Way Coop.
What did go ahead however was the ‘Chattabox meets Fairtrade’
Pudding Party; when the young people and some of their parents
tucked into delicious cakes and puddings. The ingredients were all
fairly traded and the children heard how by using these FT
ingredients, ensures 3rd world farmers receive a fair wage and are
able to send their children to school.
See more photos on the fairtrade display in the hall.

4

 Joy Russell

Happy April Birthday to
Noah Parker
Ben Stokes
Sofia NortonPagett
Sue LawrenceBrooks

EASTER
On Easter morning we will be celebrating early by
meeting up the top of Old John at 7.00am for a pray, a song and
shared communion – to celebrate Jesus’ resurrection and the real
hope that gives us.
Those that are fit and able are welcome to join us – but please be
sensible.
Further ahead there will be a joint Christian Aid service at Groby
URC on Sunday 13th May led by our local Christian Aid co
ordinators and with John Hall speaking.
For Pentecost on Sunday 20th May the churches will have separate
services in the morning but all are invited to Songs of the Spirit at
the village hall 3.305.15pm.
David Harrup – CTG Secretary
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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK
13  19 May 2018

Since Christian Aid Week began over 60 years ago, volunteers from
churches have collected housetohouse. Together they delivered
more than seven million envelopes last year, each one sending a
message about Jesus’ love and justice.
Every envelope delivered is also a chance to start a conversation, to
introduce the local church. It’s an act of witness, proclaiming Jesus’
good news to the poor. It’s a sign of his kingdom, visible to the
whole community.
And it’s a clear demonstration that Christians won’t stand by while
our neighbours are suffering.
This year your fundraising can help support people in Haiti like
Marcelin who hasn’t recovered from Hurricane Matthew, which hit in
September 2016, destroying his home, possessions and livestock.
MARCELIN’S STORY
'I lost pigs, goats, everything in the house. I have nothing left,' he
says.
Marcelin now lives in an old concrete shower block, a tiny space he
shares with his teenage daughters. There are no windows or doors,
and the only furniture is a single bed that the girls sleep on. “If
another hurricane came through, we’d just die”
Marcelin has fought hard to raise his children alone but can no
longer afford to send them all to school. He gets up at dawn each
day to work the land, but the changing weather frequently destroys
the food he grows and the family often go hungry. Marcelin now
fears his daughters’ hunger could lead them to be exploited by
predatory men in exchange for food.
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CHRISTIAN AID IN GROBY
Working alongside friends from St Philip and St James we will once
again be doing a house to house collection during Christian Aid
Week. Last year this raised over £2,900 for Christian Aid.
Many thanks to everyone who took part last year, we hope that you
will be willing to step out again this year.

Very importantly we urgently need more deliverers and collectors.
Please consider if you can help this year so that we can raise as
much as we can to help people in need like Marcelin and his family.
Even relatively small amounts of money can make a big difference.
£25 could… buy a hygiene kit to prevent disease after a disaster.
£50 could… buy basic building tools to help people build secure
homes.
£210 could… help pay for two days construction training for a local
builder in Haiti to help people build secure homes.
Please give, act and pray this Christian Aid Week
There is a signup sheet at the back of the Church or speak to Mary
or Trevor Pringle. 0116 299 1783.
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/christianaidweek/marcelinsstory
 Trevor and Mary Pringle
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TEACHING & WORSHIP
PROGRAMME
We are dipping into the book of 1 Samuel and
looking at the period when God’s people
demanded they have a king to lead them against their enemies. In
the end the king God gave them was rejected by the people giving a
very stark comparison of a faithful God and the faithless people.
Over the weeks we will I suspect have much to explore and
challenge us as individuals and as a
church.
 David Harrup
1ST APRIL 18  EASTER SUNDAY
7am

Communion at Old John, Bradgate Park

10am

Easter Service
David Harrup

Elder: Tim Symonds

8TH APRIL 18
10am

"God's Chosen King"
Elder: Phil Holmes
1 Samuel 10: 10 – 27 Kevan Hall (C) Trevor
Communion

15TH APRIL 18
10am

"Great is Thy Faithfulness"
Elder: Rachel Hiscocks
1 Samuel 12: 1  18 Malcolm Clarke

22ND APRIL 18
10am

TBA
Barrie Cooke

Elder Kevan Hall

29TH APRIL 18
10am
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The Great Commission
Elder Dave Lomas
Matthew 28:1620 Derek Taylor

HELPING HANDS  APRIL 2018
CRECHE

COFFEE

Lynda Symonds

Joy Russell

1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th

1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th

Rachel H, Susie, Rachel or Dan P
Jacquie, Hilary, Linda
Rachel E, Hily, Anna
Linda, Ruth, Ric
Jan, Stacey, Sue LB

Kay B & helper
Sue LB & Hily
Judith & Anne B
Pat C & Mary
Jan & Kathy dB

WORSHIP
Tim Symonds

LEADER
1st
8th
15th
22th
29th

MEDIA

PIANO

Phil Holmes
Dave Smith
Barrie Du Boulay
Mark Hiscocks
Dave Smith

Debbie
Sue
Helen
Helen
Debbie

WELCOME

FLOWERS

Joy Russell

Barbara Conlon

1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th

1st
Mrs K Blick
8th Mrs C Ward
15th Mrs B Gardiner
22nd Mr & Mrs D Collins
29th Mr & Mrs D Brooks

Moira & Jim
Ray and helper
Anne B & Barbs
Joy & Peter
John & Elaine

CLEANING
Kathy Du Boulay

2nd – 7th: Jeanette & Barrie, Anne, Hilary
9th – 14th: Dave S, Sue & Mike, Barry dB
16th – 21st: Kathy dB, Rachel P & Lynda H
23rd – 28th: Sue LB, Ruth, Judith& Barbara C
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TEARFUND
CELEBRATES 50
YEARS
FOLLOWING JESUS WHERE THE NEED IS GREATEST, We
won't stop until poverty stops.
George Hoffman founder of the Evangelical Alliance Relief Fund
was very passionate about his calling and keeping Christian
values. From the beginning Tearfund was driven by the belief that
'Love is an active verb' a phrase often used by George Hoffman in
his sermons on his travels around the world to explain why
Tearfund does what it does. Because if we love as GOD calls us to
love. He calls us to act as well.
Tearfund maintains it's Christian calling by working through
churches and with partners on the ground in various parts of the
world wherever the need arises from
Child Traffickingyoung people working in factories for long hours
and no pay. Young girls bought for prostitution. The most
common cause being poverty in the region and lack of hope
But God will never forget the needy; the hope of the afflicted will
never perish Psalm 9;18.
Tackling Diseasesfrom the Ebola Crisis ,Hiiv and lack of
medicines. Water borne diseases in the Refugee Camps through
overcrowding, people being destitute having little or no belongings.
Lack of clean waterChildren walking for miles everyday to fetch it
so not able to go to school. So the charity help to build wells or water
tanks thus stopping many Infant deaths.
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Toilet Twinningbasic sanitation which also stops attacks on women
at night.Our Church helped with 3 toilets at Christmas
Tearfund has been a partner for 30years with the Pentecostal
Assemblies of Godin Uganda Starting with 100% funding are now
reducing by using local resources not needing so much outside help
and appreciating what God has given them Their vision is to get
5000 local Churches in Uganda to raise a little money each and
when all put together will amount to more than they now receive in
funding What Faith !
A Light Shining in the Darkness  Renewable Energy Solar Panels
being used at Local Health Clinics. Its surprising what a light bulb
can do when women are giving birth in the night also producing
electricity to enable clinics to run fridges to store medicines
So Tearfund Celebrates 50 years with still Christ at the Centre.
Planting a Big Wooden Cross in the courtyard of Tearfund's Offices
in Teddington which reflects the deepest foundation of an Organisa
tion built around God's compassion; foundations which include a
powerful sense of injustice and the determination to put God's
command to love into action as quoted by Claire Hoffman daughter.
Trust GOD in his Goodness.
 Kay Blick
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FILM AND FOOD FOR FELLAS

Unfortunately our March evening was cancelled because of the icy
weather conditions, but we have the extra one on Thursday 19th
April as the last in the season until we start again in October.
The fellas will have their usual choice from a variety of six films and
their usual choice of food – take it or leave it! Not sure what the food
will be but excited to be using the new cooker.
No more than a £2.00 donation is generally enough to cover the cost
of the food and a soft drink.
This is a Churches Together evening and fellas from both churches
are encouraged to come along with a nonchurch friend.
Over the last couple of summers the fellas have taken to following
footpaths around Groby – interested this year?
For more information please see me.

 David Harrup
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CARE FOR THE
FAMILY
Please let me know if you would
like to join me going to the Free to
Be, Christian ladies event at All
Nations Church at 7.30pm on
Tue 8 May 2018. The four
themes are:
1 FREE TO BE ME
Understanding who we are in
Christ instead of letting others
define us
AN EVENT FOR CHRISTIAN WOMEN

2 FREE TO BE LOVED AND TO
LOVE
Accepting we’re loved by God
sets us free to build healthy
relationships
3 FREE TO BE REAL
Living authentically in the midst of
life’s challenges
4 FREE TO BE BRAVE

LEICESTER • TUE 8 MAY
All Nations Church, LE3 5AG

Investing our lives in something
worthwhile and making a
difference. If not me, who?
Rachel Hiscocks
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OPEN THE BOOK
In March we presented/are presenting the Great
Parade – Jesus’s triumphant entry into Jerusalem
with two of Jesus’ disciples going ahead of Jesus to
fetch a donkey – the problem is Tom & Lynda ‘overplay’ these two in
almost pantomime style, they have the children laughing so much
and the rest of us struggling to keep straight faces.
It’s brilliant stuff and I am sure helps make the story memorable for
the children. It is a very noisy story as the children play the crowds
celebrating Jesus’ entry to Jerusalem.
In April we will tackle a very different but still noisy story – the Helper
Arrives – with the arrival of the Holy Spirit.
Please continue to pray for this valuable work in Groby and for Rev
Ed as he tries to get the work started in the Ratby primary school.
To find out more about the work of the Open the Book team please
speak to Lynda, Kevan or myself from the team
– David Harrup
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
7pm

Thurs 19th Film & Food  URC

3pm

Sun 25th Ncounters  Lady Jane Grey School
 Mark Hiscocks

MAY 2018 ISSUE
DEADLINE SAT 21st April 2018
Please submit articles to me by the above date, preferred via email.
This magazine is published in print and on the church website,
grobyurc.com. If you would like to be added or removed from the
paper copy distribution list or the monthly hyperlink email list, please
let me know.
 Mark Hiscocks, magazine@grobyurc.com
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Groby United Reformed Church
member: Evangelical Alliance UK
www.grobyurc.com, LE6 OFE

CONTACTS
MINISTER:
Vacancy

SECRETARY:
Phil Holmes

0116 2253335 maxmellhouse@hotmail.com

CHURCH HALL BOOKINGS
Jane Hinds

07530 957022 janesnips@hotmail.com

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP (10AM)
All Age with Y.church (children’s session) Holy Communion as
announced. Babies and toddlers can be cared for on Sunday
mornings. The church building has a loop hearing system,
wheelchair access, a toilet for the disabled & baby nappychanging
facilities.
Home Groups: Wed & Thurs evenings – see an elder for details.

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Monday:

Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

9.3011.30am
6.007.15pm
7.459.00pm
10.3012.00am
9.3011.30am
8.009.00am
10.0012.30pm

Noah’s Ark Club for toddlers and families.
Chattabox Mondays* (children years 36)
Rock Solid* (young people in years 79)
Fair Cuppa* at Groby Village Hall.
CATCH* Coffee and chat (in termtime)
Prayers, all welcome
Groby Tasters  Coffee & Fun

*These activities are run jointly with St. Philip & St. James Church as part of
'Churches Together in Groby'.

