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PRAYER FOR THE WEEK
39 JUNE
Next Sunday is the Groby Street Fair. Please pray for the open air
service that will take place at St P & St J, that villagers will stop and
join in. Pray also for the games and craft stalls run by CtG, that
there will be opportunities for evangelism.
1016 JUNE
Open the Book reaches the end of it’s 3rd year in the 3 Groby
Primary Schools. Please pray for the team as they look ahead to
the next school year with the possibility of increasing the team and
going in to the school in Ratby.
1723 JUNE
Please remember the EXTEND team in your prayers. Pray for each
member to have vision, insight and wisdom to build God’s kingdom
among young people and families here in Groby.
2430 JUNE
Please pray this week for our 2 Safeguarding officers, Barrie McNeil
and Rachel Parker. Pray that they will have God’s grace and
wisdom to deal with any encounters they might have with either
young people or adults who might have concerns. Ask God to
protect them and guide them in their role.
 Lynda Hawkes & Ruth Ivens

WELCOME FROM KEVAN,
C H U R C H E LD E R
Greetings, and welcome to the June
edition of Contact! As I am writing this we
are enjoying a wonderful Sunday with lots of sunshine and we have
Wendy's daughter and grand daughter staying with us.
I have just returned from Lutterworth where I was leading the
Sunday morning service and they were very keen that I should
bring their greetings back to the church here in Groby!
By the time you have received this edition, elders should have
heard back from our moderator about possible plans for future
ministry here in Groby and we will hopefully all have had the
opportunity to share this as a church meeting and perhaps be in a
position to decide how we move forward. Furthermore, this year's
eldership election process will be underway!
God willing, on the 10th of June we shall be bringing three people
into membership: Rachel Parker, Peter and Elsie Randall.
The Spiritual Leadership Group has met for the first time and begun
to discuss and pray about how to engage with the congregation
about possible ways forward for the spiritual life of the church.
Truly interesting and exciting times for us as a fellowship!
Please remember these issues in your prayers, and going back to
the 10th June for a minute, if you are a regular attender and
therefore, by default, a part of the congregation, you may wish to
consider if membership is for you too? Please speak to one of the
elders if you would like more information.
So in conclusion, I hope that you enjoy this issue.
May the blessings of our Lord Jesus be upon you this month, may
you know His glorious presence in your lives and may the "peace of
God which passes understanding" be your portion.
Yours in Christ

 Kevan Hall
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CHURCHES TOGETHER IN GROBY
THE 2018 GROBY STREET FAIR
This takes place on Sunday 24th June from 11.00am
to 6.00pm – including an outdoor service starting 11.30/12.00.
CTG will have our usual stalls either side of the church gates with
craft activities, games and giveaways. There will also be a reflective
prayer activity using the church gates focussing on HOPE.
Please support us by visiting our stalls and if you able to by coming
to the service.
CHRISTIAN AID WEEK
This has just finished – our thanks to all who have been involved
either through prayer, collecting, giving or counting. Special thanks
to the Christian Aid coordinators from both churches – Chris
Davies and Mary & Trevor Pringle.
 David Harrup – CTG Secretary

T WE E T
Nicky Gumbel (@nickygumbel)
14/05/2018, 21:49
Don't cry over the past, it's gone. Don't stress over the future, it
hasn't arrived. Live in the present and make the most of every day.
 Rachel Hiscocks
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SPRING HARVEST 2018 –
“ONLY THE BRAVE”
This was a study of the book of James,
which led us on the road of discipleship and encouraged us to be
brave and life our lives based on the example of Jesus.
The bible teaching each morning was led by Lucy Peppiatt, who is
the Principal of Westminster Theological Centre and also a pastor
at a church in Bristol. She was an excellent speaker, giving a very
clear message. The Only the Brave sessions were led by Rachel
Gardner and Steve Uppall. Rachel is a youth worker and is a very
bubbly and enthusiastic person. Steve is the leader of a large
church in Wolverhampton, who gave lots of encouragement with
examples of when he had issues and had to rely on Jesus.
It was split into the five chapters with the following titles:
• FACE IT – JAMES 1.
This was about listening to God’s word and doing what it says with
perseverance. God uses our pain, stress and hardships, and
transforms these into something good.
• LIVE IT – JAMES 2.
What good is faith if we have no good deeds. Do not discriminate
against anyone but “Love Your neighbour as yourself”.
• TAME IT – JAMES 3.
Live an honourable life doing good works with the humility that
comes from the wisdom that God gives us if we ask for it.
• LOSE IT – JAMES 4.
God opposes the proud but shows favour to the humble. We need
to cultivate humility by acknowledging the need of God in our lives.
• FINISH IT – JAMES 5.
Be patient waiting for the coming of the Lord again, take courage
4

and be brave, and pray for each other. The earnest prayer of a
righteous person has great power.
There were also other excellent speakers who gave practical
examples of how they made this, and were very inspiring. Below
are details of a few of them:
• The Mercy Ships, who provide a hospital on board a ship to
countries where they have no medical aid at all, and also provide
some Christian input.
• Brave faith was shown by Hea Woo who was from North
Korea. She was an underground Christian and eventually escaped
to South Korea after spending a number of years in jail for her
beliefs, where she carried on converting people. She was actually
brought to Spring Harvest to speak by the Open The Door team.
• Dangerous People – started by Simon Guillebaud and taking
the Christian message to people living in Burundi, one of the most
dangerous places in the world. He lives there with his wife and
children.
This verse stood out for me.
James 5: 79 says “Be patient, then, brothers and sisters…., and
stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near. Don’t grumble
against one another, brothers and sisters, or you will be judged.
The Judge is standing at the door!”.
From Linda Symonds on behalf of Tim, Kathy and Barrie
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FAIRTRADE QUIZ WINNERS
Kenny Hardy, Manager of the Laundon Way Coop
presents the prize, a basket of F.T. groceries, to the
Kitchen Family after their name was the first correct
answer to be drawn in the Fairtrade Quiz.
The rearranged Fairtrade Event ‘Come on In’ was great fun with lots
of sunshine after the disappointment of the heavy snow in February.

The correct answers for the lucky draw were:
1. The theme for this year’s Fair Trade Fortnight was ‘Come on In’
2. The Coop Fair Trade bananas were grown in Colombia
6

3. The three main colours on the F.T. logo are black, blue & green
(yellow was also acceptable).
Fairtrade Fortnight may be over for another year, but may we
encourage you to make buying F.T. part of your routine? AND don’t
forget to visit the Just Shop on Silver Street/St Martins when you
need to buy a gift.
Joy Russell

WHY NOT JOIN A HOMEGROUP?
I have been attending the "Everyday Life"
home group for a few years now. We meet fortnightly on a
Wednesday evening. We take it in turns to prepare and lead a bible
study. At the moment we are working our way through a series of
studies based on "Listening to God", which includes both Old and
New Testament passages. Previous studies have included "Women
in the Bible" and John's Gospel.
We also have a social time  with a cup of tea and Kay's delicious
homemade cakes  and a prayer time.
I am so pleased I made the decision to join a home group. I really
value the friendships I have made, and enjoy the opportunity to
study the Bible in greater depth. None of us would call ourselves
experts! We have interesting discussions, particularly on how the
topics relate to our "everyday life". We are a happy little group, but
would welcome new members.
If you would like to know more, have a chat with Kathy, Barry, Kay
or myself. (Other home groups are available! )
 Jan White
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WHY BELONG TO A
HOMEGROUP?
Our Homegroup meets fortnightly on Thursday
evenings. Initially, we called ourselves The Salt and Light
Homegroup, but somewhere along the way, we mislaid the name!
John & Elaine Mee drew the short straw and are the group
facilitators, sending out reminders and generally keeping us under
control. We meet in various homes with the host leading the study
which keeps us on our toes and makes us appreciative when it is
someone else’s turn to steer the session.
We were recently joined by Elsie & Peter Randall; they therefore,
have theprivilege of the first sound bite:
"At our first meeting we certainly gained much from the
discussion on faith and trust, we also enjoyed some light hearted
banter and the good fellowship". Elsie & Peter Randall
In the recent past we have studied ‘From the Acorn of Discipleship’
by David Bedford and ‘Fruitfulness on the Frontline’ by Mark
Greene. This we did in great depth, with a certain amount of
pontificating! During the autumn and early spring we looked at the
Lyfe introduction papers by Scripture Union, and are currently
following ‘Whole Lyfe’ for the next five sessions.
"This has led to meaningful discussion and interpretation of
the Bible passage. Out of this have come many personal
challenges to strengthen our faith". John and Elaine Mee
We are the Homegroup
who hold a summer
Progressive Sunday Lunch
and invite guests, some of
whom are not church
members. So far, dare we
say, we have had two
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glorious afternoons of fellowship & delicious food.
"Our Home Group study material challenged us to think:
What captivates you about Jesus? His words and power are still as
relevant as 2000 years ago. What about you?" Ruth Ivens
"I have belonged to this Homegroup from its genesis and
really benefitted from studying the Bible and discussing ideas with
people I have learned to trust and love". Joy Russell
"Our Home Group gives us an opportunity to discuss
Christian topics in a relaxed and open environment. We learn as
much from each other as from the materials that we use. It also
enables us to get to know each other better and pray for each other
throughout the year. Everyone is valued and listened to; leadership
is shared as we learn together". Trevor & Mary Pringle
"Home groups are a great opportunity to study God’s word
and to share with each other what the passage means for us today
and to set ourselves challenges. The times spent together helps us
to get to know each other better, to support each other spiritually, in
prayer and in practical ways. Most of all, it helps us to draw closer
to God". Dave Smith
SO, WHY BELONG TO A HOMEGROUP?
We believe we all derive different benefits and blessings from being
part of the group. It would appear the Sound bites answer the
question of ‘Why Belong’.
Proverbs 3: 5. Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on
your own understanding. 6. In all your ways submit to him, and he
will make your path straight.
Have a great summer.
 Joy Russell
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TEACHING & WORSHIP
PROGRAMME
We are taking a break from 1 Samuel for a while.
Following on from Easter, it seemed good to us to look at Christ's
ascension and then Pentecost, as the fledgling Church gets it's
wings.
Come Holy Spirit!
 Kevan Hall
3RD JUNE 18
10am

'We cannot keep quiet' about about what we have
seen and heard'.
Elder: Phil Holmes
Acts 4:20 David Harrup

10TH JUNE 18
10am

The mountain of fear
and the mountain of joy’
Elder:Rachel Hiscocks
Hebrew 12:1829 Kevan Hall
Communion, including Children

17TH JUNE 18
10am

TBC
Shirely Eastman

Elder: Kevan Hall

24TH JUNE 18
11am
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CTG Outdoors
(In the village at start of
Groby Street Fair)

Elder Dave Lomas

HELPING HANDS  MAY 2018
C R EC H E

COFFEE

Lynda Symonds

Joy Russell

3rd
10th
17th
24nd

3rd
10th
17th
24th

Rachel H, Susie, Rachel or Dan P
Jacquie, Hilary, Linda
Rachel E, Hily, Anna
N/A

Sue LB & Hily
Judith & Anne B
Pat C & Mary
N/A

WORSHIP
Tim Symonds

LEADER
3rd
10th
17th
24th

MEDIA

PIANO

Phil Holmes
Dave Smith
Mark Hiscocks
N/A

Helen
Debbie
Sue
N/A

WELCOME

FLOWERS

Joy Russell

Barbara Conlon

3rd
10th
17th
24th

3rd Mrs P Judd
10th Mrs J White
17th Mr & Mrs R Fraccia
24th N/A

Mark & Rachel
Moira & Jim
Ray & Helper
N/A

CLEANING
Kathy Du Boulay

4th – 9th: Sue LB, Ruth, Judith & Barbara Conlon
11th – 16th: Linda & Tim, Jan & Mark
18th – 23rd: Pat C, Joy & Peter, Kay B
25th – 30th: Jeanette & Barrie, Anne, Hilary
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FREE TO BE
Fourteen excited and mixed aged ladies met
for dinner before heading of to a Care for the
Family Event on 8th May. I hoped for a great evening
of teaching, laughter and friendship, which it was and left feeling
challenged and inspired To Be Free in Christ.
4 themes of freedom were creatively unpacked during the evening
through helpful talks, film clips, real life stories and bible
references. We looked at 
FREE TO BE ME
I am defined by who God says I am, I am free to be me! I praise
you because I am fearfullly and wonderfully made, Psalm 139v14
FREE TO BE LOVED AND TO LOVE
I am free to love others, knowing I am loved by God. Dear friends,
since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 1 John
4v11
FREE TO BE REAL
I will live authentically in the midst of life’s challenges. But we have
this treasure in jars of clay to show that this allsurpassing power is
from God and not from us. 2 Corinthians 4v7
FREE TO BE BRAVE
I will invest my life and make a difference. If not me, who?! Be
strong and courageous. For the Lord your God will be with you
wherever you go. Joshua 1v19
I asked the ladies for some ‘one liners’ and here‘s what they said ..
‘Great evening with church girls of all ages. Made my light &
momentary sufferings feel insignificant!’ Sarah
‘I was very encouraged to see so many younger people at Free to
12

be. It was a good evening with very good speakers.‘ Anne
‘What touched me was: It is our freedom in Christ who empowers
us to love and receive love, to be real, to make a difference and to
be me in Christ.’ Ruth
‘A lively, inspiring evening full of encouragement for our daily life.’
Jane
‘What rang a bell for me was the assurance that, as a Christian my
identity lies not in the season of my life, nor the roles and
responsibilities, but in Christ.’ Joy
‘I enjoyed a friendly informative evening. Brilliant speakers who
made us laugh but also made us realise how harsh life can be.’ Pat
‘I felt challenged to be brave because it is his strength, and not
mine, that really makes the difference.’
Thank you ladies for making such a great evening and I pray that
we continue to live in the power of Christ’s Freedom daily. This
freedom is not just for ladies though, it’s for all of us, so let’s
continue to journey together and make a difference.
 Rachel Hiscocks

Happy June Birthday to
Arlo Platts
Sue LawrenceBrooks
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FELLAS FOLLOWING FOOTPATHS
In May we did a circular walk to Ratby via the edge of
Martinshaw Woods and back on the path along the old railway line.
Thursday 7th June – leaving the URC car park at 7.00pm prompt
We will be walking for about 90 minutes on at times muddy/rough
paths – so walking boots and possibly waterproofs required. If the
route takes us by a local pub we will stop for a short drink.
I need to stress these walks are not a stroll in the park as we set out
with a strong walking pace and inevitably find some tough walking
conditions.
This is a Churches Together evening and fellas from both churches
are encouraged to come along with a nonchurch friend.
For more information please see me
 David Harrup
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THANK GOD FOR 50
YEARS OF TEARFUND
In our service last autumn, we introduced Sylvia and Polly, 2
women in Malawi who were highlighted as part of Tearfund’s
‘Hunger Steals’ campaign. At that time, Polly had been working
with Tearfund’s partner, AG Care and had been trained in a farming
technique known as Foundations for Farming, which trains farmers
to be able to successfully farm even in drought conditions. Sylvia,
by contrast, was struggling to feed her family.
Sylvia has now also received training from AG Care and has
cultivated 1.5 acres of maize and 1 acre of groundnuts. She has
also started keeping chickens. “I thank AG Care for teaching me
new farming skills and knowledge. My life has changed so much,”
says Sylvia. Her successful harvest and new skills will mean she is
able to build a new, better home this year for her and her family.
Let us thank God for the amazing work that Tearfund and their
partner AG Care are doing with farmers like Sylvia and Polly. All
around the world, local churches are leading their communities out
of lives devastated by hunger and into lives filled with dignity,
opportunity and strength. Please continue to pray for this amazing
work.
 Catherine Ward
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OPEN THE BOOK
In June we finish our presentations to the Groby
primary schools before the summer break with ‘Paul
is Shipwrecked’. The narration repeated uses the
line ‘Was Paul worried? Not at all!’ The prayer at the end of the
presentation is – ‘Dear God, help us to know that when we are
worried we can talk to you. Please give us your peace. Amen.’
The June presentation will also be the last one that Tom & Viv Limb
will be leading after they introduced the initiative to the schools, set
up the team and led the team for the last three years. It is only
through their vision, commitment and faith that we have a
generation of Groby children that are experiencing the Bible stories
presented and for some will be the seed sown for a later coming to
faith in Jesus.
Our challenge is not just to continue this work but also to see if we
can extend by including the Ratby primary school so that all
students arriving at Brookvale in the future have the grounding of
the Open the Book stories. Please pray for this and for the team as
they plan for September onwards without Tom’s lead.
The team is looking for help in the form of a costume/wardrobe
person to not just look after the rack full of costumes we have but to
provide new ones as needed. This person would not need to come
to all the presentations but would need to come to our Thursday
afternoon planning/practise once a month. If you feel called to help
with this valuable work please see one of the team.
To find out more about the work of the Open the Book team please
speak to Lynda, Kevan or myself from the team.
– David Harrup
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Thurs 7th June 7pm

Fellas following footpaths

Sunday 10th June 12.30pm

Church BBQ Maplewell School

Sunday 24th June 11am

Groby Street Fair, including CTG Service
 Mark Hiscocks

JULY AUGUST 2018 ISSUE
DEADLINE SAT 23th June 2018
Please submit articles to me by the above date, preferred via email.
This magazine is published in print and on the church website,
grobyurc.com. If you would like to be added or removed from the
paper copy distribution list or the monthly hyperlink email list,
please let me know.
 Mark Hiscocks, magazine@grobyurc.com
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Groby United Reformed Church
member: Evangelical Alliance UK
www.grobyurc.com, LE6 OFE

CONTACTS
MINISTER:
Vacancy

SECRETARY:
Phil Holmes

0116 2253335 maxmellhouse@hotmail.com

CHURCH HALL BOOKINGS
Jane Hinds

07530 957022 janesnips@hotmail.com

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP (10AM)
All Age with Y.church (children’s session) Holy Communion as
announced. Babies and toddlers can be cared for on Sunday
mornings. The church building has a loop hearing system,
wheelchair access, a toilet for the disabled & baby nappychanging
facilities.
Home Groups: Wed & Thurs evenings – see an elder for details.

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Monday:

Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

9.3011.30am
6.007.15pm
7.459.00pm
10.3012.00am
9.3011.30am
8.009.00am
10.0012.30pm

Noah’s Ark Club for toddlers and families.
Chattabox Mondays* (children years 36)
Rock Solid* (young people in years 79)
Fair Cuppa* at Groby Village Hall.
CATCH* Coffee and chat (in termtime)
Prayers, all welcome
Groby Tasters  Coffee & Fun

*These activities are run jointly with St. Philip & St. James Church as part of
'Churches Together in Groby'.

