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PRAYER FOR THE WEEK
1  7 DECEMBER
As the CTG Christmas cards are delivered to the people in Groby, please
pray for a blessing on each household and for many to follow the
invitations on the card.

8  15 DECEMBER
During Advent and Christmas the churches proclaim the meaning of
Christ’s coming into this world. Please pray for this message to reach out
and touch the lives of people in their daily challenges.

16  21 DECEMBER
Carols round the tree has become a well attended annual event. Please
pray for the speakers, pray for those present to really take in what they are
singing and with it turning back to God’s ways.

22  28 DECEMBER
Please pray for the Christmas Eve Service. Pray for many families come
and celebrate the true meaning of Christmas and go home with the
knowledge that Jesus loves them.

29 DEC  4 JAN
Please pray for your personal journey, bring the past year to God in your
prayers. As you step into the New Year put your trust in God for the life of
our church and for you personally.

 Lynda Hawkes & Ruth Ivens

WELCOME FROM KATHY,
CHURCH ELDER

Two thousand years ago a baby was born in a small village in the Middle
East. Nothing really unusual about that. A little boy born to a young
woman whose husband was a carpenter with probably little money.
Yet this birth, the child and the man he became, has changed the course
of human history for ever. Lives and nations have changed because, at
that lowly and humble birth, God became man (Immanuel – God with us)
in the most astounding and miraculous act of love ever made. This is
what we celebrate at Christmas, and what our message is to those that
don’t yet know. Living in joyful celebration of His birth is ours to have, and
to share. It is indeed, God’s greatest gift to us.
As we look forward through Advent, preparing our homes, our gifts and
cards, our food and celebrations, lets also prepare our hearts to yet again
hear, receive and share the message of God’s love this Christmas time.
Carols around the tree at the Stamford Arms is an opportunity to share this
message with Groby, with a follow up service in both churches the first
Sunday in January – ‘God’s Greatest Gift’. Is there anyone you know that
could be invited to this service?  A service which will be organised
specifically for those who don’t normally go to a church.
We will hear the Christmas message through our own and visiting
preachers through Advent– pray for them as they prepare to share this
precious message of God’s gift to all. Pray for each other that we will be
encouraged to draw near to God at this busy but special time, as He
draws near to us. Pray for those who don’t yet know about God’s gift.
Let’s listen to those angels again on that starry night ‘I bring you good
news of great joy that will be for all the people’ (Luke 2: 10)
Wishing you all a very blessed and joyful Christmas time!
 Kathy Du Boulay
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Happy December birthday to
Maida Platts

Sue LawrenceBrooks

JUNK MAIL
In the November service on Global Stewardship,
we talked about ways of reducing our carbon
footprint to help care for and protect God's
earth. I talked with the children about all sorts of ways we can make
seemingly small and yet significant changes to the way we live. One of
those was around putting a notice on your front door asking for no junk
mail.
In conversation with the postman a few days after the service, I discovered
that in order to also stop the Royal Mail from posting junk mail through
your door, you have to 'opt out' of their door to door deliveries. If you type
'royal mail door to door opt out' into your internet search engine, you will
come to the royal mail page which explains that you need to complete a
very short form (which can be printed from this webpage) and send it back
to them, free post. I have included a link here in case this is something
you would like to do.
 Catherine Ward
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TWEET
HOPE Together
@HOPEtogether
Jesus said, ‘Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will
give you rest.’
Matthew 11:28
 Rachel Hiscocks
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A MORE SUSTAINABLE CHRISTMAS
Did you know that in just 3 days over Christmas, on average,
we generate 5.5% of our annual carbon footprint? To put it
another way in those 3 days we produce the carbon it would
normally take us 20 days to produce. As we consider our
response to our Christian responsibility to care for God’s earth and
everything in it, we cannot help but consider our impact over the
Christmas period. Celebrating Christmas is so important but by reflecting
on what we do and why, and making a few small changes, we can make a
difference.
Why is it that our carbon footprint increases so much over the Christmas
period? Christmas trees, cards, wrapping paper, gifts, extra food and drink
are all bought. Then there are Christmas jumpers, crackers, stocking
fillers, lights, decorations, new clothes for parties, extra travel to visit
friends and family. The list goes on. We live in a consumer driven society!
Consuming less can make a big difference to our carbon footprint. You
may already be doing lots to reduce your carbon footprint, but maybe
there’s something in the list below (or something else you think of) that
strikes a chord that you could try this Christmas…
• Buying less ‘extra’ Christmas food and ensuring nothing goes to waste
• Choosing the food we buy carefully with the environment and
producers in mind (maybe less red meat, palm oil free foods,
buying from places where you can use your own containers etc)
• Using recycled, brown paper or resusing old paper for wrapping gifts
• Reducing the number of Christmas cards we send or looking for cards
made from recycled or FSC approved card or using old cards to
make new cards
• Considering our choice of Christmas tree carefully to minimise
environmental impact (did you know you can rent a real Christmas
tree?)
• Reducing the volume of presents we buy and buying sustainable,
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ethical gifts or gifts of support for charities
No matter where we each are individually on our journey towards living
more sustainably, I am sure there are things that every single one of us
could do this Christmas. And remember, every seemingly small action
adds up to make a big difference to help tackle the climate emergency that
God’s earth is facing.
 Catherine Ward

FILM MATINEE

SAGE afternoon at
the flicks, Fun on
the back row!

24 folk turned out on a
cold November afternoon
for the thought provoking
film ‘The Way’.

 Joy Russell
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PRAY IN 2020 ON THE 20TH OF EACH MONTH
AT 20:20 FOR 20 MINUTES

Pray … that God will give many opportunities to speak about Christ.
(Colossians 4:3 NLT)
This is the invitation from HOPE Together to Christians of all
denominations.
Through Prayer 2020 we are asking God to work through all that is done in
2020 – personal witness; church outreach plans in villages, towns and
cities; stadium events – evangelisation in all its many forms.
HOPE’s executive director Roy Crowne says, ‘Already this is catching the
imagination of Christians around the world. 2020 is such a significant year
and Prayer 2020 will be a key part of the year.’
In 2020 churches and ministries are working together for an intentional,
strategic and Spiritfilled year of mission across the UK called Advance
2020. HOPE Together is one of the major partners alongside many others.
'We want to see the gift of the evangelist released to equip the whole
people of God as witnesses, so the people we love and pray for, who don’t
yet know Jesus, can have an opportunity to hear about him in relevant
ways and respond,’ says Roy.
Rev Canon Yemi Adedeji, HOPE’s associate director says, ‘Let’s start the
year with prayer and continue to pray alone, in twos and threes, and as
churches or groups of churches praying for more fruit in evangelism.’
Dr Rachel JordanWolf, HOPE’s assistant director, says, ‘We would love
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to see photos of the people you are praying with as the year goes on – we
will be posting photos on social media to encourage you – use the
hashtag #prayer2020 and let’s pray that God opens hearts to the gospel.’
(The above is copied from the HOPE 2020 website)
To join in with this national/global initiative please take time during 2020 on
20th of each month at 20:20 (20 past 8pm) to pray for 20 minutes.
Please focus on the verse Colossians 4:3.
The church will be open for people who want to pray together, or if you
prefer pray at home with your family or friends, or just find a quiet spot to
pray alone.
The invitation was given through the CTG forum for St P&J to join us with
this initiative.
 David Harrup, for the Elders.

FOOD & FILM FOR FELLAS
In November we watched ‘Noah’ – not exactly how I
remember the story in the Bible?? For the food we had burger
baps with extra including asparagus – courtesy of them being leftovers
from the Welcome Project.
Available to the fellas were some copies of the ‘Sorted’ magazine. If you
see any lying around please take to read, then either bring back or pass
on – thanks.
The season continues on Thursdays 5th Dec, 2nd Jan, 6th Feb, 5th Mar &
2nd Apr – all evenings starting at 7.00pm.
In December we are going Christmassy – not sure whether that will be
with food, or film, or both yet.
A donation of £2 generally covers the cost of the food and a drink can.
For more information please see me
 David Harrup
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TALKING TOILETS
OUR CHRISTMAS FUNDRAISER!
Our Toilet Twinning fundraiser has got off to a flying start –
thanks to a very generous donation from Noah’s Ark and C.A.T.C.H.!
Thank you.
Without proper toilets at
school, Bridget, 14, was
often sick and missed
class. Even when she did
go to school, she often
had to miss lessons to
collect water from a
contaminated stream about a mile away. Teenage girls often dropped out
altogether.
When Tearfund partners built boys’ and girls’ toilets, with separate
changing rooms where girls could wash, 65 teenage girls who had
dropped out of school had reenrolled, and attendance improved
dramatically.
‘To become a nurse,
I need to stay
healthy,’ Bridget
says.

This Christmas time, let us be a light to the world (Matthew 5:14) as we
share Christ’s abundance with those who have so much less than us
 Kathy Du Boulay
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OPEN THE BOOK
As I write this article in November we have presented ‘David
the GiantKiller’ in two schools and have two more to do. The
‘good news’ is the weather was good last week for me to walk
the 1012 foot Goliath’s spear to the schools, but the ‘bad news’ is I am
going to get very wet tomorrow doing the same.
The children have found Rev Ed as the fearsome giant funny rather than
scary – which is good as no tears, yet! The presentation finishes with a
prayer –
Dear God, when our problems seem very big, please remind us that you
are there to help us. Amen
Life is full of ‘good news’ and ‘bad news’ and so is our December
presentation ‘The First Christmas’ with the narration highlighting these.
The opening ‘good news’ is ‘God is sending Someone Special into the
world…’ and the closing ‘good news’ being ‘God has sent Someone
Special into the world…’, with the odd ‘bad news’ like ‘There’s not one
room left…’ in between.
Accepting we know who the Someone Special is the question is then
why? I pray that many of the children will come to understand the why as
they grow up, and as God develops the seed sown through Open the
Book.
In January we will be presenting ‘the Good Shepherd’. The conclusion
after the story says – ‘Isn’t it exciting to know that each one of us matters
to God in our own special way?’
Yes – each of the children are. It is good to see the numbers increasing at
Chattabox on Monday evenings.
Please pray that many of the Groby children will be encouraged along to
the different Chattabox activities where they can learn more about the
‘Good News’ God has for them.

 David Harrup  Open the Book Coordinator
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TEACHING & WORSHIP PROGRAMME

Going into 2020 we return to Mark’s telling of the gospel story, looking
particularly at what Jesus did and said as he began that final journey to
Jerusalem. The question for us remains – ‘What is Our Response?’.
 Kathy Du Boulay

SUN 1 DEC 2019
10am ‘Getting Ready’
Chris Baker

Elder: Trevor Pringle

SUN 8 DEC 2019
10am ‘Hope. Predicting Jesus’
Colin Udall

Elder: Mark Hiscocks

SUN 15 DEC 2019TH
10am ‘Advent Joy’
Mike Playdon
Communion

Elder: Kathy Du Boulay
(C) Trevor

SUN 22 DEC 2019
10am ‘LOVE Christmas’

Elder: David Harrup

David Harrup

TUES 24 DEC 2019  CHRISTMAS EVE
5pm
10

Helen & Ric Fracchia

Elder: Phil Holmes

WED 25 DEC 2019  CHRISTMAS DAY
9:30am ‘Emmanuel, God with us’
Wendy Hall

Elder: Kevan Hall

SUN 29 DEC 2019
10am 'All Will be Well'
Jim Coaton

Elder: Trevor Pringle

SUN 5 JAN 2020
10am ‘Gods Greatest Gift’
David Harrup

Elder: Mark Hiscocks

SUN 12 JAN 2020
10am ‘Suffering & Glory’.
Mark 9:232. Malcolm Clarke
Communion

Elder: Kathy Du Boulay
(C) Kathy

SUN 19TH JAN 2020
10am 'The First & the Last’
Mark 9:3350. Wendy Hall

4 pm

Elder: David Harrup

A CTG service for ‘Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
at St Philip & St James Church

SUN 26TH JAN 2020
10am New Relationship’s
Mark 10:1 – 31. Angela Berry

Elder: Phil Holmes
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HELPING HANDS  DEC 2019
CRECHE

COFFEE

Linda Symonds

Joy Russell

1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th

1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th

Rachel E, Suzie and Rachel P
Jacquie, Hilary and Linda
Rachel E, Anna and Hily
Linda, Stacey
Jan, Sue LB, and Ruth

Ann T & Barbara C
Jan & Kathy
Dave & Hilary
Joy & Peter
Sue LB and Hily

WORSHIP
Tim Symonds

LEADER
1st
8th
15th
22nd
24th
25th
29th

MEDIA

PIANO

Phil Holmes
Mark Hiscocks
Barry Du Boulay
Dave Smith
Tim Symonds
Tim Symonds
Phil Holmes

Debbie
Sue
Helen
Helen
Trevor
Debbie
Sue

WELCOME

FLOWERS

Joy Russell

Barbara Conlon

1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th

1st Mrs B. Conlon
8th )
15th) Christmas Decorations
22nd)
29th)

Elsie & Peter
Peter & Joy
John & Elaine
Trevior & Mary
Kay & Hily

CLEANING
Kathy Du Boulay
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W/C 2nd December: Judith & Hilary
W/C 16th December: Dave S & Barry Du B
W/C 30th December: Joy & Pat

HELPING HANDS  JAN 2020
CRECHE

COFFEE

Linda Symonds

Joy Russell

5th
12th
19th
26th

5th
12th
19th
26th

Rachel E, Suzie and Rachel P
Jacquie, Hilary and Linda
Rachel E, Anna and Hily
Linda, Stacey

Judith & Anne B
Pat C & Mary
Jan & Kathy DB
Hilary & Dave Smith

WORSHIP
Tim Symonds

LEADER
5th
12th
19th
26th

MEDIA

PIANO

Mark Hiscocks
Barry Du Boulay
Dave Smith
Phil Holmes

WELCOME

FLOWERS

Joy Russell

Barbara Conlon

5th
12th
19th
26th

5th
12th
19th
26th

Sue LB & Jan
Mark & Rachel
Moira & Jim
Anne & Barbs

Mrs J. White
Mrs J. Camp
Mr & Mrs M. Hiscocks
Mrs L. Hawkes

CLEANING
Kathy Du Boulay

W/C 3th January: Sue & Mike
W/C 27th January: Lynda & Barbara
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CALL FOR COMMITMENT
At the end of our Service of Commitment in October there was a Call for
Commitment, an opportunity for each person to respond to what Jesus
Christ did for them. The passage from Romans 12 gives ‘Rules for
Christian Living’ – is there something there you need to work on?

Above of other ways you could consider responding– have you
responded?
It was great to share in Anne’s Baptism, to hear her testimony and also
those of Rachel and Stacey as they came into membership.
If you are interested in exploring baptism and/or becoming a member if
this church please speak to one of the elders.
 David Harrup
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WORSHIP

ON SUNDAY 15TH DECEMBER AT 5.00PM
there will be an extra time of worship at our church – all are welcome.
A visiting group will lead us with some contemporary worship songs –
some will be new to us.
There will be space & time for us to listen to God speaking to us, and for
us to share/respond to God.
For more information please speak to an elder.
 David Harrup
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CHRISTMAS EVE CAROL SINGING

As a child I remember spending Christmas Eve carol singing, visiting the
homes of people connected to our church. When I was old enough I
stayed for the whole night, sometimes finishing gone
2.00 o’clock in the morning.
We used to see other carolling groups on our travels and I remember on
one occasion a policeman on the beat (remember them?) stopped and
asked what we were doing! We told him in song!
No matter when we got home, we resisted opening presents (parents said
no!) and went to bed after eating a piece of Christmas pork pie.
Great memories – for me that was when Christmas really started.
Over the last few years we have been carol singing around Groby on
Christmas Eve, just for up to 90 minutes. We have done this as a
Churches Together activity and timed the start after the later St P&J
service, but predominantly it is the URC people who met to sing.
So, this year we are starting earlier – once we have had a drink & mince
pie (hopefully) after our Christmas Eve service. We will start & finish at
church and make about 8 stops on a circular route, singing a couple of
verses from a couple of carols at each.
Go on – join us – give it a try – pork pie when you get home is optional.
 David Harrup
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CHURCHES TOGETHER IN GROBY
LOOKING BACK –
Trevor Pringle has joined Lynda Hawkes and me as the
URC representatives on the CTG forum.
On remembrance Sunday over 100 people attended the Service of
Remembrance at St P&J moving on to the Club for the community Act of
Remembrance with the numbers increased to over 130 people.

COMING UP –
Our planning is underway for Christmas one of our busiest times of the
year –
The Christmas leaflet should be ready for deliver to every home in Groby
before the end of November – thank you to all who deliver.
Probably our biggest event of the year is Carols Round the Tree which is
on Tuesday 17th December starting 7pm at the Stamford Arms car park.
The theme this year is ‘the Greatest Gift’. Some help will be, but anyone
can help through prayer or if coming bringing a box of shop bought mince
pies with you – thankyou. There will be a specific invitation for people to
come to our church services on 5th January.
Then on Thursday 19th December at 11.00am we have Fair Cuppa Carols
at the Village Hall and this year we will be using the main hall so room for
everyone.
The CTG activities then take a break for each churches bust Christmas
schedules.

LOOKING AHEAD
In the New Year on Sunday 5th January there are services in both
churches on the theme from Carols Round the Tree ‘the Greatest Gift’. Our
service will be pitched at anyone who comes in wanting to find out more
about at Greatest Gift – Jesus Christ – not the baby, but the man who died
for them.
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Please pray for all the CTG activities, as well as how we work together as
churches in Groby. Pray that God will speak to many people and 2020 will
the year we see many Groby people come to accept Jesus Christ.
Tasters continues to be such a valuable part of the work we do together in
Groby. Tasters puts us into contact with 200250 people from our village.
Pray that God will give us wisdom and gifts to make the most of the
opportunity we have with these people.
 David Harrup – CTG Secretary

DAVID BROOKS
A heartfelt thank you for the beautiful cards, for
the touching words and messages, for the love
and especially for the prayers which have
supported myself and my family over the past few
weeks as we grieve the loss of David.
For me, the network of love and support has
been like a warm blanket and I have been deeply
conscious of God's presence and guidance and
of His love in action. No prayer, however seemingly trivial, went
unanswered  we were even blessed with a gloriously sunny day as we
gathered to say goodbye to him.
The grief will be ongoing  but I know that your love and prayers will be
also. Thank you and God bless you.
 Sue LawrenceBrooks
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What do Helicopters and Churches have in common?..

...they both rely on rotas!
 Lewis McKenzie

FEBRUARY 2020 ISSUE
DEADLINE SAT 18th January 2020
Please submit articles to me by the above date, preferred via email.
This magazine is published in print and on the church website,
grobyurc.com. If you would like to be added or removed from the paper
copy distribution list or the monthly hyperlink email list, please let me
know.
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 Mark Hiscocks, magazine@grobyurc.com

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK
5  11 JANUARY
Please thank God for all those who bring ‘Open the Book’ into the schools.
Ask God to bless them, to give them joy in their ministry and for God to
reward them for their faithful service.

12  18 JANUARY
Christian Unity services bind us together in our faith journey. Please pray
for this Service to truly display unity to be Church in this world.

19  25 JANUARY
Our search for a minister goes on. May we be faithful in prayer and trust
God to send us the right person. In the meantime, please pray for us to be
faithful and develop a desire to grow in our service to God.

26 JAN  1 FEB
Please pray for Tasters, pray for all those who come through the door
each week. Pray for us to be salt and light as we engage with the people.

 Lynda Hawkes & Ruth Ivens

Groby United Reformed Church
member: Evangelical Alliance UK
www.grobyurc.com, LE6 OFE

CONTACTS
MINISTER:
Vacancy

SECRETARY:
Phil Holmes

0116 2253335 grobyurcchurchsec@gmail.com

YOUTH AND CHILDREN'S WORKER
Colin Udall

07776 157511 colin.udall@ntlworld.com

CHURCH HALL BOOKINGS
Jane Hinds

07530 957022 janesnips@hotmail.com

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP (10AM)
All Age with Y.church (children’s session) Holy Communion as announced.
Babies and toddlers can be cared for on Sunday mornings. The church
building has a loop hearing system, wheelchair access, a toilet for the
disabled & baby nappychanging facilities.
Home Groups: Wed & Thurs evenings – see an elder for details.

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Monday:

Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

9.3011.30am
6.007.15pm
7.459.00pm
10.3012.00am
3.004.15pm
9.3011.30am
9.40am
10.0012.30pm

Noah’s Ark Club for toddlers and families.
Chattabox Mondays* (children years 36)
Rock Solid* (young people in years 79)
Fair Cuppa* at Groby Village Hall.
AfterSchool Club (children + carers, years 16)
CATCH* Coffee and chat (in termtime)
Prayers
Groby Tasters  Coffee & Fun

*These activities are run jointly with St. Philip & St. James Church as part of
'Churches Together in Groby'.

