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PRAYER FOR THE WEEK
We live in different and fast changing circumstances. Therefore I decided
to send each Sunday a prayer for the Week which will hopefully touch that
need for the week.
 Lynda Hawkes & Ruth Ivens

WELCOME FROM MARK,
CHURCH ELDER
Welcome to this month’s edition of Contact.
On Sunday, I watched an online service from All Souls, Langham Place.
Rector Hugh Palmer, in his sermon entitled 'What is God saying through
the virus?', asked two useful questions to help steer us through these
isolating times.

How valuable is your faith and how are you going to nurture it?

How real is your hope and what can you say about it?

As you read this magazine, you will see many activities which are, in all
probability, not going to take place. The challenge for us is, as the
questions above remind us, is to apply our faith in Jesus Christ, in a new
set of circumstances. Technology enables us to communicate with each
other at a distance, but the age old tools of prayer and reading God's word
in the Bible are the basics of communication with God.
Some of us find change difficult and others find the challenge of the new
and the uncertain energising and exciting. So pray for all the church
family as we step out, scattered but together, to discover what God has in
store for us.
 Mark Hiscocks

1

TWEET
Joyce Meyer (@JoyceMeyer)
14/03/2020, 16:30
Growing in the ability to trust God and to walk in faith is a lifetime journey;
it does not happen quickly. As we grow spiritually, we have to remind
ourselves over and over again to: cast our cares on God; be anxious for
nothing; trust Him in every situation.

 Rachel Hiscocks
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Happy April Birthday to
Noah Parker

Sue LawrenceBrooks
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‘STRENGTH FOR TODAY AND
BRIGHT HOPE FOR
TOMORROW’
Since Monday 16th March a link to a song has been posted on our
Facebook site each day – starting with Great is thy Faithfulness – this
started a 100 day countdown to when we hope the recovery will be well
underway. As I write this piece we are already well down the 90s and on
95 days remaining.
If you have access to the internet it is worth you going onto Facebook and
finding the church page – just search Groby United Reformed Church.

It will help you stay connected with the church and more importantly will
help support you spiritually.
Elders (Trevor, Kevan & David) are posting items daily as encouragement
& support and to help you to reflect & pray over coming weeks. Please
engage with us and if you find anything particularly useful please comment
so to encourage others  and share items with your Facebook friends.
Much is being said and written about this unprecedented time we are in –
from communities becoming communities again and even how the earth is
recovering with the lack of pollution. I believe this is a time when each of
us can grow spiritually and as a church, even though we are not meeting
together, we can become more spiritual.
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It could even be a time when we learn to pray again!

Each day some of the Facebook posts are being put onto a summary
sheet which is being sent out by email to the church email list – and we
are working to make sure we are reaching everyone.
I have had a text on my desk for some years now, from Zechariah 4:6
I am the Lord AllPowerful. So don’t depend on your own power or
strength, but on my Spirit.
Over the last few days I have been amazed as to how much Christian
support is around to help us through this time – here’s just a couple–
1)
www.ucb.co.uk – website for United Christian Broadcasters
providing radio programmes, readings, prayer support and more.

2)

This is a daily devotional app for mobile phones.
There is much more available –
may God bless you & keep you safe – David (Elder)
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PRAYER MEETINGS FOR THE WORK WITH
CHILDREN, YOUNG PEOPLE AND FAMILIES
Dave Smith and Ruth Ivens are looking to restart the prayer meetings that
used to happen on a Monday Evening for the work with children and
young people. We hope to widen the scope of the prayer meetings to
include work with families and schools work. These meetings will focus on
the different areas of the work as can be seen in the programme below
and will take place once every two weeks. Members of both churches are
welcome to join us, although we are not expecting people to commit to
being there for every session.
As you can see in the program below, there will also be an All Age Service
at the URC on the 17th May where Colin Udall will be leading the service
and focusing on the work that we, as churches are doing in these areas,
much of which, Colin through Extend is involved in. The content of the
meetings is not set in stone and will develop as we go on. Any thoughts
and ideas are welcome
 Dave Smith
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GODS COINCIDENCES
When David Harrup preached at the end of February he referred to how
Hymns had significant meanings to him at past conferences. Recently I
was looking through my CD's for something to play for a change and came
across one featuring bagpipes which I had bought some years ago but
hadn't played (I love them but some people dislike them) I play my music
most days as a background to everyday things I do including my Bible
Readings, a certain Hymn seemed to stand out every time I played it It
was:
I Surrender All
which took me back to the Christian Praise evening which our Church
used to go to. As it was quite early in my Christian journey it was a very
moving experience so many voices raising the roof the atmosphere
indescribable. I cannot remember hearing it much since and then by
shear coincidence or was it God's want on the Sunday morning it was
played at Church I couldn't believe it but then it was a chance for renewed
commitment .
As we isolate ourselves at home we are not alone God is with us a
constant Friend and Guide and always by our Side. Our daily prayers will
hold us all our Church together
 Kay Blick
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A WEB OF HOPE
As I walked up to the church in February a picture started forming in my
head that I shared in the service. In the service we spoke about the
kingdom of God planted in each one of us – it is there, a gift from God.
The picture in my head was that each one of us has a point of light in us –
the kingdom of God  and if we could join all those points up in a kind of
dottodot it would make a beautiful picture.
As I went away from the service the picture stayed with me and I
wondered about how our points of light, our personal bits of God’s
kingdom, are joined up. And then it seemed quite clear that the way we
‘join the dots’ is through love. Love that is expressed: in kindness; in
words or actions; in prayers; in giving; in caring. To join the dots of light,
and begin to see how beautiful God’s kingdom is, we need to join the dots
through showing love.
I began thinking about what a beautiful and amazing picture would be
made by the lines of love: a complex web going between all the different
parts of God’s creation. It wouldn’t be a two dimensional picture, maybe
not even a three dimensional picture – it would be multidimensional and
beyond our understanding and wonderful.
I just wanted to share this image with you. In these difficult and strange
times let’s remember to send out those lines of love in which ever ways we
can, to our neighbours and friends here in Groby and Ratby, and further
afield. What we are going through is affecting the whole world: God’s
kingdom is throughout the whole world too. My prayer is that the love that
he plants in each of us will make a beautiful picture, even as we face such
difficult times.
 Ruth Mwenya
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SOME WORDS FROM FRIENDS
I’ve received a couple of messages from friends who were due to come
and lead us on Sunday mornings over the next week or so. Both John
Hall and Mike Playdon had felt the need to cancel their visit following
government advise, and send the following:

JOHN HALL
We are well at the moment but I think it is wise to cancel our visit to Groby
….. I don't believe God wants us to live in fear, but we still need to be
responsible. Trust God and wash your hands.
Please give everyone our greetings and love. We will look forward to
coming at a later date if requested.
My apologies and God bless you.
John

MIKE PLAYDON (PALM SUNDAY)
I am finding this very frustrating as well as disappointing, but I think it [that
is cancelling] is the best thing to do in the circumstances.
My best wishes and blessings to you and all at Groby,
In Christ,
Mike
 Kathy Du Boulay
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TWINNING UPDATE
With all the present problems and crises in the world, what a long time ago
Christmas 2019 seems. We had no concept back then that the scheme
would help protect vulnerable communities from coronvirus. By providing
safe and private clean loos, this is one less problem for the recipients, in a
world driven by turmoil and anxiety.
In February we wrote in Contact about your generous giving to our
Christmas Toilet Twinning fund raiser. Since then, the T.T. certificates have
arrived and been placed into frames.

Some of the Certificates displayed on the Communion table.
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The three Groby Primary Schools have been allocated two blocks each,
which they agreed to accept as a gift from our church, in the form of a
Toilet Twinning certificate. The Library and Stamford Arms were so
pleased to have been asked to accept Toilet Twinning gift certificates.
Elizabeth Woodville is twinned with Tanzania & Pakistan, Lady Jane Grey
with Uganda & Zambia, and Martinshaw with Bangladesh & Malawi. The
Library is twinned with a school block in the Rumphi district of Malawi and
the Stamford Arms with 2 toilets in the Republic of Congo & Cote d’Ivoire.
We are very much looking forward to the time when the present crisis is
over and we can go into the schools, Library and Stamford Arms to
present the certificates and talk to them about the huge impact your
amazing giving has made to lives in eight different countries.
 Joy Russell

MORNING READING
I got up early one morning and rushed right into the day;
I had so much to accomplish that I didn’t have time to pray.
Problems just tumbled about me, and heavier became each task.
‘Why doesn’t God help me?’ I wondered.
He answered, ‘You didn’t ask!’
I wanted to see joy and beauty – but the day toiled on grey and bleak,
I wondered why God didn’t show me.
He said, ‘But you didn’t seek’.
I tried to come into God’s presence;
I used all my keys at the lock.
God gently and lovingly chided,
‘My child, you didn’t knock.’

 Barbara Lomas
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TEACHING & WORSHIP PROGRAMME

Going into 2020 we return to Mark’s telling of the gospel story, looking
particularly at what Jesus did and said as he began that final journey to
Jerusalem. The question for us remains – ‘What is Our Response?’.

is
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Pr

 Kathy Du Boulay

PSALM SUN 5 APRIL 2020

10am ‘The Trials of Jesus’
Mark 13
Mike Playdon

Elder: Kathy Du Boulay

EASTER SUN 12 APRIL 2020

10am 'Victorious Christ'
Mark 16
David Harrup

Elder: Phil Holmes

SUN 19 APRIL 2020

SUN 26 APRIL 2020
10am Prayer
Psalm 23 Wendy Hall
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Elder: David Harrup
(C) Phil

al
ion

10am ‘A ressurection appearance'.
John Filsak
Communion

Elder: Kevan Hall

HELPING HANDS  APRIL 2020
CRECHE

COFFEE

Linda Symonds

Joy Russell

5th
12th
19th
26th

5th
12th
19th
26th
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Rachel E, Suzie and Rachel P
Jacquie, Hilary and Linda
Rachel E, Anna and Hily
Linda, Stacey an Ruth

Judith & Anne B
Pat C & Mary
Jan & Kathy DB

WORSHIP

Tim Symonds

LEADER

5th
12th
19nd
26th

Joy Russell

5th
12th
19th
26th

Elsie & Peter
Joy & Peter
John & Elaine
Trevor & Mary

CLEANING

PIANO

Barry Du Boulay
Dave Smith
Phil Holmes
Mark Hiscocks

Sue
Debbie
Helen
Debbie

al
ion

WELCOME

MEDIA

FLOWERS

Barbara Conlon

5th
12th
19th
26th

Mrs C. Ward
Mrs R Edwards
Mrs K. Du Boulay
Mrs. S. LawrenceBrooks

Kathy Du Boulay

Thank you to all on the cleaning rota. We’ll suspend the rota for
the next few weeks, since the church won’t need its usual
weekly clean and tidy up. A new rota will appear when we’re
back up and running! Meanwhile, your rubber gloves can have
a holiday!
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GOD'S COUNTRYSIDE  OUR LITTER
During a service led by Ruth Mwenya last year, a few of us decided to
form a group to pick up litter around the village. We welcome anyone to
join us, but you can organise your own group, or just do your own thing. To
see the areas that we’ve tackled so far, then please visit our facebook
page `Groby Litter Pickers United’.
Cherryl, one of our group, has written this poem, which seems very
appropriate to our cause.

BEAUTY SPOT ?
Through the soft blue misty air, the sun is milky gold,
a distant pool glints, mirror smooth reflecting lacy clouds unfold.
Greens and yellows, cerise, azure, nature’s colours clashing.
Playful ducks cavort and quack making rippling circles, splashing.
The day now bright, the orange globe floats in the clear blue sky
and reaches down to waving grass, enticing bee and butterfly.
A symphony of sweet bird song surrounds the leafy glade 
the overhanging branches lending just the right amount of shade
The sun glints on, the sky’s still blue, and trees remain where planted.
The pool’s still there, a veil of silk. And all’s taken for granted
Recyclable cans and bottles, aluminium, plastic, glass
left carelessly behind as gaudy remnants: Consumer trash.
Empty crisps and sandwich packs of longforgotten lunches.
Disordered aftermath that bounces, skips, frolics and floats as playful breeze
dictates its path.
The supermarket trolley dumped in the stream, its wheels on show.
Forlorn trainers, yards apart matched by carefully designed logo.
Innards spill like open guts from black bin liners strewn around.
Stenches that assault the nose, eyesores that assault the ground.
Sofas, mattresses, fridges, tyres abandoned with no thought or care.
Left to poison beauty spots. Left to poison soil and air.
Ghostly streamers drape hedges, trees  shredded plastic carrier bags, spooky
ribbons hanging down like rows of windtorn, wornout flags.
Filled dog poo bags adorning twigs hang level with the eye  dog poo bins just
yards away. Why, oh why, oh why, oh why?
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 Mike Pratt

CHURCH PRAYER BOX
During the current shutdown of church activities, the prayer box team will
not be meeting together as a unit, however, they will still be praying every
Tuesday evening as individuals for every request that we have in the box
plus any new requests that you might have.
I am the coordinator for this and will be providing an update to each of the
prayer team members every Tuesday afternoon to enable them to pray on
Tuesday evening. If you already have a card in the box either for yourself
or someone else then you will have already been contacted about this. If
anyone has any new prayer requests then please let me have them so
that I can pass them on to the team, either by email
Lynda.hawkes@ntlworld.com or telephone 01162876931
Please be assured that this virus might stop us meeting but it certainly
can’t stop the prayer.
As a reminder, the other members of the team are David Harrup, Dave
Smith, Sue LawrenceBrooks and Ruth and Roger Ivens.
 Lynda Hawkes

15

CHURCH IN ACTION ON
RUBBISH IN HAITI
I hope you’ve been able to look at our footsteps on the church
notice boards in the hall, which resulted from discussions in our Global
Stewardship service last year. We’re not the only ones taking steps!
Rubbish and plastic waste
are a real problem in Haiti
where there is a lack of
waste collection and
recycling. Waste often ends
up on the streets and getting
caught up in ravines which
causes canal blockages and
flooding. This in turn leads to
health issues over dirty water
and mosquitoes. Sometimes
there are real problems
when rubbish is disposed of through burning.
Marc Antoine is Tearfund’s Country Director in Haiti and has been working
with the churches on a creation care module, so that preaching, and
teaching is on what the Bible has to say on the environment and creation.
Marc says, ‘From our creation care module we are seeing communities
getting together for community clean up days.’
Gina (church member): ‘Today was trash collection day, cleanup day. It’s
a really great idea to keep the streets clean where we’re living, our
neighbourhoods, and we understand that it’s important to do that. I think
that it’s good that the church can be different and be an example in the
community of how things should be done.’
Pastor Sony (pastor of participating church): ‘I think it’s normal for the
church to get involved in activities like this one because it is the
responsibility of the church to take care of God’s creation’.
Wilson (community member): ‘Because of the lack of government
16

assistance and government work in these communities the church really
has to play its role. It’s not just about preaching, but it’s about action. So, if
the church can take the gospel and preach it, but also act it, and live it out,
then we can create a lot of transformation.’
Marc Antoine recognises that responsibility firstly falls on the community,
but then also the companies who produce the waste should take
responsibility and be accountable.
Tearfund are running a rubbish campaign – that is a campaign against
rubbish being produced by the big multinational companies such as
Unilever, Pepsico and Nestle. You can find their petition on the Tearfund
website https://www.tearfund.org/about_you/action/rubbish/ or write a letter
or email if you prefer. Let Kathy know if you need an address.
James 2:26 For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without
works is dead also.
 Kathy Du Boulay

CHRISTIAN AID
Christian Aid week is approaching and
once again we hope to raise funds for those in need.
However, we will have to take a different approach this year as the advice
from Christian Aid is that under the current circumstances house to house
collections should not go ahead.
They are currently looking at other ways that will allow people to take part
in Christian Aid week – in different creative ways, by post, text and online.
Please look out for further information on this in the May Contact.
For now, please pray for Christian Aid, in particular for the Christian Aid
week campaign that is focusing on helping people who are living with the
consequences of climate change right now.
Also pray for Christian Aid’s work on the ground in poorer countries to limit
the impact of Covid19 where its impact will be keenly felt by those living in
extreme poverty.
 Mary & Trevor Pringle

0116 299 1783.
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DEVASTATING BEAUTY
By Gideon Heugh (writer for Tearfund)
On Friday my hope died.
The sky wept itself dark
the ground broke apart
and all creation cried
for the bloodied innocence
hammered into a tree.
There were whispers of a torn curtain,
but they didn’t reach my ears
or mend my mangled heart
or stem the bitter tears
as we tookthe body down.
On Saturday we grieved,
hiding from the troops
whom we’d once believed
would be overthrown
by the carpenter’s boy,
who had preached and fed
and healed,
and was now dead.
But then on Sunday –
The devastating beauty of that Sunday –
when time and space
were blown out of shape
and angels wrapped in electric grace
rolled the impossible away
'He is not here' they proclaimed
for glory had risen
our failings were forgiven
and the rules of life
and death were rewritten
as an empty tomb declared,
‘Love is alive.’

 Kathy Du Boulay
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OPEN THE BOOK
We were due to present our epic 3 in 1 Easter story to the
primary schools, but events have overtaken us.
Each month I share we have done and/or what we are about to do but the
most important part if request to pray for the children in our community.
That is so important throughout these weeks with so much change to their
routines and inevitable impacts on their lives. Many will have grand
parents they are unable to visit for some time.
But we do have a generation of children in Groby that have regularly heard
God’s Word through Open the Book.
I have looked back at our presentations in this school year, they included
the following –
In February the presentation was ‘the Storm on the Lake’ with the prayer –
‘Dear God, when we are worried or afraid and there’s noone to talk to,
help us to remember that you are with us and that we are never alone.
Amen.’
I hope and pray that over the last few months the teachings have stuck
with the children to help them through these months now.
The story they are missing this month is the greatest one of all – the
Easter story.
I trust this story will reach them somehow else over the Easter period, but I
pray the prayer at the end of the Open the Book story.
‘Dear God, thank you for the good news that Jesus is alive. Thank you that
you loved us all so much that you planned a way that Jesus could be our
friend forever. Amen.’
Please pray for the children, for their families and for all those who are
supporting and caring for them.
 David Harrup  Open the Book Coordinator
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EKOJOE IN THE VILLAGE
On the 20th March Ekojoe visited Groby for the first time. Ekojoe is a
mobile, plastic free refill shop. Some of you may have visited ‘Nada’ in St
Martins Square – Ekojoe is similar but on the back of a van so the shop
can come to us!
They stock a range of items including:
pasta; rice; chick peas; lentils; seeds;
herbs and spices; dried fruit; nuts;
cereals; shampoo bars; shampoo and
conditioner refills; laundry liquid and
conditioner refills; plasticfree gifts; toilet
rolls. The list goes on! The idea is that
you turn up with your own containers and
then you pay for the products by weight/
volume.
It was really good to hear that there were
lots of customers on this first visit.
Although we are socialdistancing, we
need to shop, and Ekojoe being outdoors
makes it a good option in these difficult
times. They will be visiting the village on
a fortnightly basis, parking outside the Exserviceman’s Club, who have
kindly allowed them to use their carpark, from 10:301:30. They are also
happy to make deliveries to your home on the day that they come to the
village if you order in advance. You can email them at: info@ekojoe.co.uk
The dates they will be here in April, all being well, are the 3rd and 17th.
Hopefully their regular visits will help us all to reduce the plastic we are
using – please spread the word to your friends and neighbours!
 Ruth Mwenya
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2020 is such a significant year and Prayer 2020 is a key part of the year.
Churches and ministries are working together for an intentional, strategic
and Spiritfilled year of mission across the UK called Advance 2020.
HOPE Together is one of the major partners alongside many others.

MONDAY 20TH APRIL 2020
Risen Jesus, we rejoice in your resurrection. Help us to live today
embracing the gift of life and hope that you have made available to
everyone. We pray for those who don’t yet know you, that we would be
powerful witnesses to the great hope of resurrection for all (John 11:25).
 David Harrup
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CHATTABOX AND ROCK SOLID
ACTIVITIES
MONSTERS STINK HOLIDAY CLUB
On the Monday and Tuesday of half term, 62 children met alongside
around 20 volunteers to take part in our holiday club “Monsters Stink”.
Using the Bible stories of Adam and Eve, the Lost Sheep, the Garden of
Gesthemane and David and Goliath, we looked at those monsters in our
lives – fear. Fear of bullying, of being alone, of being lost and
disobedience. We also used clips from the Pixar movie “Monsters, Inc.”,
which was very popular.
However, even more
popular was the Monsters
Stink Postbox (beautifully
designed and constructed
by Jane Cox), which was
full every session with
pictures and monster
jokes and riddles. There
was also plenty of mess
due to the monsters in the
wardrobe who kept
splatting Colin with
custard pies and also due
to our game “Pie, or No
Pie?”
There were our usual
games and craft activities,
too. This year we also
had crafts available to make at lunchtime, which on a cold and wet
Tuesday lunchtime meant we had even more activities to keep the children
busy. A HUGE thank you to Linda, Laurence and Chris for organising the
craft room and to the rest of the volunteers and junior leaders or giving up
their time to support the holiday club.
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FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT
Chattabox and Rock Solid recently celebrated Fairtrade Fortnight by
making cakes and puddings at home to share that contained at least one
Fairtrade ingredient. This was wellsupported by the families of our
members and enjoyed by everyone, including parents. The Chattabox
members made a Fairtrade Chocolate Brownie to share and take home
and then watched a video on cocoa farming, highlighting the exploitation o
children in farms that are not Fairtrade supported. They also played a
memory game about Fairtrade products before drawing and colouring their
own Fairtrade logo.
Rock Solid members also
enjoyed the cakes but were led
in a quiz and discussion about
Fairtrade issues and how
Fairtrade makes a difference.
Many commented on how
some of the questions in the
quiz had been covered in their
geography lessons at school
and college. It’s good to know
that these issues are being
reinforced elsewhere.
Huge thanks to Roger and Ruth
Ivens for organising the evening
and sharing their stories from
living in Africa as well as their experiences in Fairtrade.

COVID19
As I write, all churches are very restricted in their activities and Urban
Saints have cancelled all meetings in their name until further notice. We
will keep you in touch of future developments.
 Colin Udall
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FORTHCOMING DATES
All events: TBA
 Mark Hiscocks

Following a major incident in the Garden of Eden, David interviews a key
suspect who denies everything!

 Mark Hiscocks

MAY 2020 ISSUE
Deadline SAT 18th April 2020
Please submit articles to me by the above date, preferred via email.
This magazine is published in print and on the church website,
grobyurc.com. If you would like to be added or removed from the paper
copy distribution list or the monthly hyperlink email list, please let me
know.
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 Mark Hiscocks, magazine@grobyurc.com

Groby United Reformed Church
member: Evangelical Alliance UK
www.grobyurc.com, LE6 0FE

CONTACTS
MINISTER:
Vacancy

SECRETARY:
Phil Holmes

0116 2253335 grobyurcchurchsec@gmail.com

YOUTH AND CHILDREN'S WORKER
Colin Udall

07776 157511 colin.udall@ntlworld.com

CHURCH HALL BOOKINGS
Jane Hinds

07530 957022 janesnips@hotmail.com

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP (10AM)
All Age with Y.church (children’s session) Holy Communion as announced.
Babies and toddlers can be cared for on Sunday mornings. The church
building has a loop hearing system, wheelchair access, a toilet for the
disabled & baby nappychanging facilit
Home Groups: Wed & Thurs evenings – see an elder for details.

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Monday:

Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

9.3011.30am
6.007.15pm
7.459.00pm
10.3012.00am
3.004.15pm
9.3011.30am
9.40am
10.0012.30pm

Noah’s Ark Club for toddlers and families.
Chattabox Mondays* (children years 36)
Rock Solid* (young people in years 79)
Fair Cuppa* at Groby Village Hall.
AfterSchool Club (children + carers, years 16)
CATCH* Coffee and chat (in termtime)
Prayers
Groby Tasters  Coffee & Fun

*These activities are run jointly with St. Philip & St. James Church as part of
'Churches Together in Groby'.

