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P R AY E R  F O R  T H E  W E E K  

We live in different and fast changing circumstances. 

Therefore I decided to send each Sunday a Prayer for the 

Week which will hopefully touch that need for the week.  

 Lynda Hawkes & Ruth Ivens 

Join us in prayer on    

Sunday 20th at  20:20 

hours at home with family        

or via telephone/facetime 

with friends / family for 

just 20 minutes 

Pray …. That God will give 

many opportunities to 

speak about Christ  

Colossians 4:3 
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William Ward 

Happy Birthday to You 

May the Good Lord Bless You  

 

Sue Lawrence 

Kathy Du Boulay kathygrace127@gmail.com 

Kevan Hall grobycom@sky.com 

Mark Hiscocks hiscocksm@gmail.com 

Phil Holmes grobyurcchurchsec@gmail.com 

Trevor Pringle drtrpringle@gmail.com 
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Hello and welcome to the September edition of Contact! 

As Covid-19 continues to cause disruption across the 

world, we obviously find ourselves being disrupted too and 

perhaps being in a place, or in places where we feel less 

comfortable because things aren't "normal". 

As I write this, many of you will have received a letter, 

questionnaire and risk assessment about re-opening our 

church building on Sunday mornings. This may have     

reinforced the view that things are not going to be 

"normal" for quite some time! 

But what is "normal" anyway? There has been lots of talk 

about "the new-normal", and whilst I would never suggest 

that the Lord had caused Covid-19, I firmly believe that 

"All things work together for good to those who love 

the Lord" (Ro 8:28) and that He is using this to help us        

rediscover what "church" should be. 

For me, the last few weeks have been a time of serious 

reflection as a Christian, and member of the local church. 

Some of you will know that the verse in Ps 27 about  

seeking the Lord's face has been on my mind a lot and 

I've spent some time seeking Him, asking for Him to 

speak, and also reading lots.  

One book I've found deeply challenging is "Unleashed" by 

Gavin and Anne Calder. It's a book exploring church 

through the book of Acts. This morning's challenges are 

"How is your prayer life? Do you love spending time with 

Jesus?" 

WELCOME FROM      

KEVAN, CHURCH ELDER 
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What does corporate prayer look like in your church? Is it 
a powerhouse of prayer?" 

I wonder how we might answer these? The next one is 
"Are decisions made out of a place of prayer? Significant 
moves of God always have prayer at the very core." 

So, today as you read this, can I encourage you, dear 
bothers and sisters, to pray and to listen out for God 
speaking to you in whatever form. 

Hoping that you have a great month 

Love and blessings to you all in Jesus' name' 

Kevan. 

TWEET 

Word@wordlive 

Think about these words of Corrie ten Boom: ‘We never 
know how God will answer our prayers, but we can      
expect that he will get us involved in his plan for the     
answer.’  

28/07/2020, 07:00 

Rachel Hiscocks  
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 Sunday service at church                                

6th September at 10am 

Elders have been working towards the church reopening 

for worship on a Sunday in the church building. We intend 

to try to do this on Sunday 6th September with Mike    

Playdon preaching.  

The service will last around 30 minutes and consist of 

prayer and preaching. You have already received         

documentation regarding what to expect if you attend and 

the requirements of doing this. Many of you may decide 

not to attend, so the service will be live streamed via the 

church Facebook page as usual. If you do decide to attend 

we have a strict limit on numbers, with a max of 25 people 

being allowed due to social distancing, etc. Please bring 

your own face covering which must be worn throughout. 

After the service elders will review how things have gone 

and numbers attending, etc, to evaluate if more live      

worship is offered. This also depends on the availability of 

preachers who are willing to attend and lead in church and 

trained welcomers availability. We of course welcome your 

evaluation. 

Phil Holmes 

Church Secretary 

Our services will continue to be broadcast on           

Facebook for the foreseeable future each Sunday at  

10 am. 

https://www.facebook.com/grobyurc.  

Please contact an elder if you’re struggling to access 

these services on Facebook 
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Preaching throughout September continues to study the 

book of Acts 

Inspired by God’s Spirit, how did they spread the good 

news of Jesus’s saving grace?  How did they walk with 

Christ in a world that didn’t understand?  How can we use 

the teaching from this book to broaden our outlook and 

open our eyes to a new post Covid reality? 

 

6th:  Mike Playdon.  Acts 5:17-42.  New Challenges 

13th:  Kev / Wendy.  Acts 6: 1-7 Seven chosen to serve 

20th:  Kev / Wendy. Acts 6:8—7:60  Stephen the Martyr 

27th: John Filsak.   Acts  8: 1—40  Phillip the Evangelist 

(Holy communion as announced) 

 

God’s word for us to have in mind as we read and reflect: 

 

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ 

teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of 

bread and to prayer.  

Acts 2:42 

S U N D AY  M O R N I N G  

T E AC H I N G  A N D  

R E AD I N G S  I N   

S E P T E M B E R  
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A Message from Joan Camp 

I would like to thank everyone for the lovely cards,  

messages and beautiful flowers that have been sent to 

me after my recent spell in hospital.  I am feeling a lot 

better.  Keep me in your prayers 

God bless you all. 

Joan 

The Zoom prayer meetings are happening every 

two weeks following the  Pause, Reflect, Ask, 

Yield model for praying.  

September dates are 9th and 23rd Sept @ 

7.30pm 

Phil will send an email nearer to each date which 
will contain a link so you can access these     
meetings via zoom.  

Please contact an elder if you would like to give 
zoom a go and haven’t tried it before, or you have 
but have struggled.  

P 

 

R 

 

A 

 

Y 
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Did you notice in the Spotlight that the EcoJoe 

van has returned to Groby?  This reminded me of the Foot

prints we set up in our Church Hall before lockdown.  The 

footprints below are a repeat of the ones in the March 

magazine.  Maybe you will remember the ‘Voice for      

Justice’ service some time ago, where the congregation 

expressed issues of climate change and ideas to what we 

can do as individuals to create a greener world.  These 

footprints are the result of that service.   

Watch out because each month we will bring another set 

of footprints.  Lockdown encourages us even more to do 

our bit to reduce, reuse, recycle our possessions.  Let us 

walk together, step by step.  ‘The Earth is the Lord’s and 

everything in it (Psalm 24:1).                                     Ruth 

Global Justice 
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Church Members and Attenders Survey 

Thank you to everyone who has returned the survey     

Phil sent out a week or so ago.  Its not too late to return 

yours if you haven’t done so already.  The responses are 

invaluable to us when considering our next steps together 

as a church, and everyone’s thoughts and comments are 

important.  Many comments have been encouraging.  

Here is a flavour so far of the initial questions.  

What have you found valuable during lockdown? 

More time to reflect, evaluate, pray with less distractions.  

Telephone calls, neighbours helping with shopping, the 

daily sheets, keeping in touch with more people,            

Facebook, zoom, varied and good programme put         

together by the elders, chats, walking, discovering new 

footpaths around Groby, Wendy’s story podcasts,        

Malcolm's devotions from Mark, Sunday morning services 

on Facebook, Quiz nights, support via WhatsApp group, 

daily songs and Praise Juke Box. Emergence of a      

community spirit.  Getting some of the maintenance work 

completed at church. Daily emails giving updates and   

information.  

What has been difficult during lockdown?  

Isolation, hugs, not seeing family and friends, lack of    

routine, lack of motivation, juggling home schooling with 

work,  not meeting other Christians, lack of corporate   

worship, not being able to visit family who are unwell,    

unable to plan ahead with confidence, zoom meetings, 

loss of non church activities like ‘Groby Sings’, curtailment 

of activities that normally do for the Lord.  
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As we approach the end of the summer holidays, Groby 

Singers would usually be preparing to gather together at 

the Groby Club to start learning the songs for our next 

concert at the end of November but sadly, like so many 

other choirs and social groups, our Groby Sings        

community choir is very unlikely to be able to meet again 

this year. 

We know how much Groby Sings means to so many  

people in the community and our fantastic management 

team and trustees have worked really hard to maintain 

contact with choir members through newsletters, email 

and social media since our last gathering in early March 

and many people have joined in with the Song of the 

Week on Monday evenings and our ‘concert at home’, 

Carry On Groby Sings, at the end of June.  We’ve also 

tried to spread the word about our activities through 

church newsletters and local magazines, the Groby  

Spotlight and Markfield Herald so that our loyal audience 

members know that we haven’t given up.  We are really 

hoping to be up and running again by February next year 

ready for our summer concert which will be the          

postponed Groby Sings On The Road – one year later 

than planned but we say better late than never! 

Unfortunately, when we do resume we will have one   

major change to our line-up.  The original driving force 

and founder member of Groby Sings, Helen Hayes, who 

has been our inspirational conductor for 7 years, has  
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been suffering with a problem with her voice for some 

time and has, in her words, ‘made the very difficult and 

painful decision to step down from conducting Groby 

Sings’.  She has been having voice therapy during lock

down but it will be a long road to full recovery and,       

unfortunately for us, giving up conducting and singing 

with Groby Sings is one of the lifestyle changes she has 

had to make.  We know it has been a very difficult but 

necessary decision for Helen but she has sent us this en

couraging message: 

My prayer is that Groby Sings will continue long into the 

future.  That what we started 7 years ago will grow from 

strength to strength, continuing to touch people’s lives 

who need some hope and joy but, for that to happen, all 

you amazing people have got to hold tight until this    

pandemic is over and Groby Sings resumes. Then you've 

got to come back so you can finish off what was started 

last February and perform Groby Sings On The Road 

and many, many more concerts after that.’ 

Our community in Groby and beyond owes Helen so 

much for all her energy and enthusiasm and we will really 

miss her.  However, we are determined to keep going 

and to maintain her dream of building and growing a 

community through singing together.   When we meet 

again, we’ll have to sing Thank You For The Music in 

honour of Helen, and she’ll definitely have a front row 

seat when we wow her with our versions of Calamity 

Jane and Simon & Garfunkel songs in Groby Sings On 

The Road in 2021.  Watch this space – we WILL be back. 

For updates, please see our website www.grobysings.org. 

Groby Sings is a Registered Charity no. 1180490. 
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It is the middle of August and the Open the Book team have 

recorded two stories for the primary schools of Groby & 

Ratby. During the Autumn term we are providing two      

recorded Open the Book presentations each month for 

schools to show to classes or their year group pods. They 

will be part of the weekly assemblies that Rev Ed provides 

to the schools, keeping this important work going whilst we 

cannot go in the schools in person. 

Our first story is ‘John’s Story’ and shows an aged John 

writing his Gospel with one of his young students,           

Demetrius, reading about the Easter story and asking ‘is 

that how it really happened? – one of several questions 

asked. 

John eventually replies ‘So many questions! Yes, yes, yes! 

All these things really did happen just as I’ve written’. 

This is an opportunity for us to tell the children about    

Easter, something we were not able to do as we were   

planning to back in March. 

The second story is ‘Prison Praise’ and tells how God      

released Paul and Silas from their prison chains which    

resulted in the prison guard asking ‘sir, what do I have to do 

to be saved? To really live?’ 

Paul told him about Jesus and said ‘put your trust in Jesus, 

follow him and he’ll show you what to do’. 
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Please pray for the school children of our villages as they 

are back in a school which is quite different.                  

Pray that God’s Word will reach them through the recorded 

assemblies we and Rev Ed provide.  

Pray that many will put their trust in Jesus and follow Him 

in the future. 

Could you be part of the Open the Book team?                

To find out more please see Lynda Hawkes. 

David - local Open the Book co-ordinator 

Psalm 78:1-7 
 
Listen, my people, to my teaching, 
    and pay attention to what I say. 
I am going to use wise sayings 
    and explain mysteries from the past, 
   things we have heard and known, 
    things that our ancestors told us. 
We will not keep them from our children; 
    we will tell the next generation 
    about the Lord's power and his great deeds 
    and the wonderful things he has done. 
 
He gave laws to the people of Israel 
    and commandments to the descendants of Jacob. 
He instructed our ancestors 
    to teach his laws to their children, 
so that the next generation might learn them 
    and in turn should tell their children. 
In this way they also will put their trust in God 
    and not forget what he has done, 
    but always obey his commandments.  
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Restoring Hope and Dignity 

in Burundi 

It was the evening of 19 April when Burundi’s Ruzizi River 

started to overflow. It had been raining heavily for several 

days. Nearly 7,000 homes in the area surrounding the    

capital Bujumbura were flooded. 

Thousands of families 

were forced from their 

homes –    people who are 

already facing the  effects 

of the coronavirus         

outbreak. More than 400   

hectares of crops were  destroyed, leaving people with very 

little food for the year ahead.   

Tearfund partners were on hand to help and in Gatumba 

city, more than 1,200 families were given cash vouchers to 

help them buy what they needed most.  

 

‘The cash helped us very much,’ a young mother called 

Renilde told us. ‘We bought some food with the money. We 

were relieved – our children were starving. We really are 

grateful.’ 

Vulnerable families were also provided with clothes, cooking 

items, blankets and soap. More than 800 women and girls 

received packs containing menstrual products.  To help stop 

the spread of coronavirus, we also set up handwashing   

facilities, including tippy-taps with bars of soap. When    

people face a disaster like this, they are more vulnerable to 

abuse – particularly women and children living in temporary 

camps. As part of our response to these floods, we have 

been helping people understand the dangers of sexual and 

gender-based violence, and how to prevent it happening. 
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Ongoing support 

Across Burundi, 1.7 million people don’t have access to 

life’s essentials such as food or a permanent home. It’s a 

nation prone to the worst effects of the climate crisis, in

cluding unpredictable rains leading to flooding. With many 

of the borders closed to neighbouring countries, it has 

made access to food even more difficult. 

 

Desire Majambere, who leads Tearfund’s work in Burundi, 

says: ‘We have been facing the consequences of the      

climate crisis for some time now. There are droughts in 

parts of the country, erratic rainfall in other areas, leading to 

flooding.  Vulnerable communities, who already don’t have 

enough food, are worst affected. Despite this, and with the 

added challenges of Covid-19, we are committed to       

supporting our communities.’ 

 

PLEASE PRAY 

Praise God that we were able to respond quickly to the 

floods and restore hope and dignity to many vulnerable  

people. 

Pray for people affected by the devastating consequences 

of the climate crisis. May lasting solutions be found. 

Pray for people who have contracted coronavirus,             

and for the pandemic not to continue spreading in a      

country where access to health facilities is                      

challenging. 
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Walks in August have taken us through Martinshaw 

Wood, around to Butlers Field and back through the  

Spinny.  We’ve also been through Stamford Memorial 

Park (Marina Park) and across to Glenfield emerging 

near the Glenfield Tunnel.  The view in the photo below is 

looking back towards Glenfield and taken near Sheet 

Hedges Wood.  One week we did a circuit of Martinshaw 

and saw some ponds we didn’t know existed! 

If you would like to walk with us some time contact Kathy 

on kathygrace127@gmail.com, telephone  0116 224 

5095.  Or message 07964 785294.   
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      Ocotber 2020 ISSUE 

Deadline SAT 22nd September 2020 

Please submit articles to magazine@grobyurc.com by the 

above date, preferred via email. 

This magazine is published in print and on the church 

website, grobyurc.com.  If you would like to be added or         

removed from the paper copy distribution list or the 

monthly hyperlink email list, please let Mark or Kathy 

know. 

F O R T H C O M I N G  D AT E S  

Church Prayer meetings via zoom are at 7.30 pm, 

September 9th and 23rd.  A link to access these 

events will be sent out via email near to the date  

2020 prayer:  Sunday 20th September at 20 past 8.

(20.20 h).  For prayer at home.  

Praise Juke box As announced by daily email. 
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CONTACTS 
MINISTER:  Vacancy 

SECRETARY:  Phil Holmes 0116 2253335 /  

grobyurcchurchsec@gmail.com 

YOUTH AND CHILDREN'S WORKER:  Vacancy. 

CHURCH HALL BOOKINGS:  Jane Hinds 07530 957022 / 

janesnips@hotmail.com 

 

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP  

Our regular Sunday morning worship in the building is       
currently suspended due to the Covid 19 Pandemic.  We 
have a live or recorded Facebook service which can be 
found at Groby United Reformed Church each Sunday at 
10 am.  Our worship normally includes monthly Holy    
Communion.  Children of all ages are welcomed and      
catered for within the service.  The church building has a 
loop hearing   system, wheelchair access, a toilet for the 
disabled & baby nappy changing facilities. 

 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 

Our weekly activities are also suspended at the present 
time, including parent and toddler groups, children and 
youth activities, Fair Cuppa at the Groby Village Hall and 
Groby Tasters.  Some of these activities run as part of 
‘Churches Together in Groby’. 

Home groups offer support  during the week—see an elder 
for details. All elder contact details are on page 4. 

Groby United Reformed Church 

member: Evangelical Alliance UK 

www.grobyurc.com, LE6 0FE 


