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Megan Edwards
Happy Birthday to You
May the Good Lord Bless You
Sue Lawrence-Brooks

Luke 18:16
But Jesus called the children to him and
said, “Let the little children come to me, and do
not hinder them, for the kingdom of God
belongs to such as these.
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WELCOME FROM KEVAN,
CHURCH ELDER.
Welcome to the first edition of Contact in 2021. May I wish
you a happy and blessed New Year!
I hope that your Christmas went well, even if you couldn't
spend it in the way you may have hoped, and yes, I know
that some of you struggled for various reasons.
As I write this I've just been reminded that today is "blue
Monday", purported to be one of the most depressing
days of the year, and I can well believe it! I've always
found January and February to be a difficult time, but this
time it can seem a lot more "blue" due to the lockdown
et al, and since contracting Parkinson's Disease I've found
that it's very easy to get depressed anyway.
So how do we deal with blue days, lockdown and
whatever else besets us?
Well, for me it just has to be prayer and God's Word.
This last year, I've been using the McCheyne bible
reading plan again, which means that I read the bible in a
year. This also means that generally I read four chapters a
day, which is not especially conducive to bible study, but
what I find is that it's like the fragrance of the Lord is
passing before me and it does me a power of good!
When I pray, I ask that the Lord will give me peace,
that "peace of God which surpasses all
understanding" that we read of in Philippians Ch4,
and He does! If I'm struggling to sleep I find that
repeating Psalm 23 really helps.
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What am I saying? Am I claiming to be especially holy?
No, not at all, far from it, but I'm saying that these things
really help me, even the praying, and I say "even"
because I'm going through one of those patches where my
prayers seem really lumpy, where my words praising the
Lord seem very much less than adequate, if that makes
sense.
But what I find is that The Lord is amazingly gracious
(remember the meaning of the word "grace" is a gift that is
wholly undeserved). He gives me peace, He presences
Himself with me, encourages me, forgives me, loves me,
blesses me over and over again!
So as we move into this new year, even though we can't
yet meet together in person , may I encourage you to
spend time in God's word and in prayer, opening up
yourself before your Abba Father, who loves you with an
everlasting love. Who calls you His son or daughter. Who
loves you so much that He gave His only begotten son to
pay the price of your sins upon the cross, raising him from
the dead as the first-born from the dead! This means that
you have eternal life in Christ Jesus. He sends His Holy
Spirit to fill you and live in you.
You are TRULY blessed, dear brothers and sisters. May
you know the presence of the Father, Son and Spirit in
your lives throughout this year!
Yours In Christ

Kevan
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£850 RAISED IN OUR
CHRISTMAS ‘TIPPY TAP’ APPEAL
What a wonderful result
considering we have not been
meeting in person. Harley’s
demonstration video was the
Voice for Justice Team’s
best shot at explaining to the
congregation exactly what a
tippy tap is and how it works.
He made us smile when he
referred to it as
“this contraption”!
What lovely generous people you are!
Thank you everyone who responded to the Covid-19
Appeal and to Harley for his demonstrating skills.
The Tippy Tap is a hands-free way to wash your hands
that is especially appropriate for rural areas where there is
no running water. It is operated by a foot lever and thus
reduces the chance for bacterial transmission as the user
touches only the soap. It uses 40 millilitres of water to
wash your hands versus 500 millilitres using a mug.
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Festive Family Fun!!
In the build up to Christmas the families in the church took
the opportunity to do some fun, festive activities with the
children. This proved to be a great opportunity to bring them
all together and also share a bit of the true meaning of
Christmas with them all.
If you follow our Facebook page, you will have seen the
advent challenge that we set to all our families and the
wider community. Throughout Advent, we asked all the
families to create their own advent wreaths. This not only
became a very popular craft activity, but also gave us the
chance to share the themes of
advent with the children, something we all normally look
forward to doing as a church
when we light the advent
candles. The added challenge
from Catherine Ward was to
see if we could make our
wreaths entirely from items we
had lying around the house or
waiting to go in the recycling
bin, this lead to a lot of
creativity and some fantastic
creations. Here is William with
his advent wreath.

On the final Sunday before Christmas we had a virtual
family get together, which was packed full of festive
activities including a treasure hunt, some silly Christmas
jokes & even some baking with all the children making their
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own Christmas reindeer buns, which brought back
wonderful memories of Christmas Tasters sessions.
The children had a fantastic
time reconnecting with friends
they haven’t seen for so long
and loved the opportunity to
celebrate Christmas together.
These virtual activities are such
a blessing to the children and a
joy for us parents to see them
enjoying spending time
together! We hope to be able
to continue running them
throughout 2021 until we can
meet again in person! We
would appreciate prayers for
this, to help us come up with
new ideas to keep the children
entertained and the time to put
these ideas in place amongst work, home schooling and
all our other commitments. If you have any ideas we
could use, or are willing to help
in anyway then please do get in
touch with me.
Rachel Edwards.
Yummy looking
chocolate reindeer
cakes!!
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Lockdown challenge 2020/2021
by Caroline and Alan Bloor

In the past year, we have had to adapt to new patterns of
worship, which has been challenging.
God always meets us at our point of need. So all our
online services have been fantastic. Please give my heart
felt thanks to all the preachers, for their time putting
together a sermon from Acts. Also thanks to Malcolm
Clarke for his notes on Acts , have been so helpful. I have
looked forward to his comments on each passage.
Alan & I have been content to stay at home in our cottage,
waiting until Spring when our garden will need plenty of
our loving care.
Alan’s mum , Pat is residing in her care home, near
Nottingham. She has vascular dementia & so is totally
unaware of the Covid situation, which is a blessing.
Alan has managed to visit her , just a couple of times, but
lately, she has managed an online chat with the whole
family & her grandchildren have given her great joy, by
giggling! ( We’d value prayers for her)
2021 is still going to be a turbulent year. We just have to
put all our trust in God, for the way forward in this coming
year.
God bless
Caroline and Alan Bloor
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Gods Love for Us by Kay Blick
The Christian Spirit is the Christmas Spirit extended
throughout the whole year
Hebrews4:12-13—For the word of God is living and
active .Sharper than any double edged sword , it
penetrates even to dividing soul and marrow; it judges the
thoughts and the attitudes of the heart. Nothing in all
creation is hidden from God's sight .
Grace
Titus2:1-15(v11)-For the grace of God that brings salvation
has 'appeared' to all men.
John1:14 - The Word became flesh and made his dwelling
among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One
and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth
The first characteristic of God is Love and Grace is Love
reaching down to a lost humanity in Jesus Christ
The favourite word of sinners is Grace for Grace is a word
with a stoop in it '. Grace always bends to pick us up.
Grace is love applied . The Word of Love became flesh and
dwelt among us
Prayer
O Lord we thank you that you love us despite our
weaknesses. Please take care of all our church people
during these dark days of the covid virus and refresh our
holy spirit so we can serve you wholly. Thank you also for
the newly elected Elders willing to serve in your name.
Amen
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S U N D AY M O R N I N G
TEACHING AND
READINGS FOR
FEBRU ARY
February sees the conclusion of our study on Acts as we
move on to a new series:

Messiah Foretold
In the run up to Easter when we remember the death and
resurrection of our Lord and Saviour, we hope that you will
be able to join with us on Sunday mornings when we shall
be looking at some of the Old Testament prophecies
foretelling the coming of Jesus the Messiah. Kevan.
Ruth Mwenga helps us take another look at Global Justice
issues on 21st February which is the start of Fairtrade
Fortnight.
7th: Malcolm Clarke. Acts 27-28 Following God's Lead
14th: Kevan & Wendy. Messiah Foretold - Genesis 3

21st: Ruth Mwenga. Global Justice—1John 3: 11-24
28th: Kevan & Wendy. Messiah Foretold - Exodus 12
(Kevan will lead us in Communion during the service on the
28th February)

Our building is currently closed for all but private prayer.
All our services can be followed on line via our Facebook
page (Groby United Reformed Church)
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There is a change in day of the week and time for
the fortnightly zoom prayers.
February dates are Thursday 11th and Thursday
25th, both at 8.00 pm
Elders will send an email nearer to each date
which will contain a link so you can access these
meetings via zoom.
Please contact an elder if you would like to give
zoom a go and haven’t tried it before, or you have
but have struggled.

So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing
by the word of God.
Romans 10:17

Sunday’s Helping Hands
Elder

Media

7th

Phil

Phil

14th

Mark

Mark

21st

Kathy

Barry

28th

Kathy

Barry
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The Open the Book team has been providing recorded
presentations for the primary schools in Groby and Ratby
since September, supplemented by recorded assemblies
from Rev Ed. These have been received well by the
schools, there for them to use in classes and to make
available to children being home-schooled.
In January we presented two stories from the Open the
Book Christian Values series on the value theme of
‘Creation’. The first was the Creation story ‘This is Good!’
with the children encouraged to repeat ‘this is good’ at the
end of each day. Words from the conclusion told the
children – ‘Christians believe that God gave us the
imagination and the ability to write and build and sing, to
think creatively about a problem or challenge, and so
much more’.
The second story for the month was ‘From Saul to Paul’
using the Bible verse from Corinthians – ‘If anyone is in
Christ, they are a new creation. The old is gone. The new
has come’. Children were encouraged to sign the words –
‘the old has gone’ and ‘the new has come’. The prayer at
the end was/is – ‘Dear God, thank you that you made
Paul a new creation. Help us to see things that we need to
leave behind so that we can think and act a new way.
Amen’.
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We are now recording two presentations for the schools
to use in February. They are on the Christian Value of
‘Justice’ – ‘That’s Not Right!’ and ‘Something Very
Special!’
The presentations will leave the children with powerful
messages, summed up in the prayers –
‘Dear God, help us to do what we can to make our world
a fairer place. Amen’
‘Dear God, help us always to treat everyone with justice
and fairness, caring for all who need our help. Amen.’
Amen indeed!
Please continue to pray for the school children of these
villages, pray that they will know God’s love and how
His love can bring about fairness, and justice in their
lives, as well as the world they live in.
Pray for the teachers and staff during these challenging
times – pray that they will know God’s peace and
strength in their work.
In recent months I have put out requests for help for the
Open the Book team, particularly from the Groby URC
church. Is this something you are being called to get
involved in?
I am stepping away from the Open the Book team this
month and the various roles I do as team leader/coordinator need to be taken on – whether by people in
the team, or others, for this vital work in the villages to
continue.

Please contact me, or talk to one of the team, to find out
more about this.
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It has been a privilege for me to serve the churches of
Groby (and more lately Ratby) as co-ordinator of the Open
the Book team, and an honour to be involved working with
the schools and sharing my faith through the Open the
Book presentations with the children and staff.
I remember presenting ‘The Storm on the Lake’ and Jesus’
line that I delivered – ‘You didn’t need to be frightened.
You didn’t have to worry. All you had to do was trust me.
See, everything is calm.’
My prayer is for so many of the children to ‘trust Jesus’
and come to know Him as their Saviour.
David - local Open the Book co-ordinator
(harrup.david@gmail.com)

Global Justice
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Global Justice
We all have our own shopping habits.
Advertising agencies make sure we get the best
deal for a good price, and convince us of all the
things we need to keep us going. They care for our needs,
but also of our wants. Many companies turn a blind eye to
possible exploitation. More than ever before some of us
have become more and more aware and are concerned of
the negative impact this consumerism has on our planet
and society. We are told by scientists that if we continue
to live without taking responsibility for our way of life,
then our children and grandchildren will be left with a
terrible legacy. Changing shopping habits is not easy. It is
an ongoing challenge to me, but there is no choice, really.
As Fair Trade fortnight is on the horizon once more, maybe this is an opportunity to seriously look at our shopping
habits and our lifestyle. Do we need so much stuff to keep
us going? Why not spend a bit of time looking at the ‘
'The good shopping guide’? (You can google it.)
Amos 5.24 says: Let justice roll on like a river,
righteousness like a never failing stream.
Ruth
Fairtrade Fortnight is 22nd February to 7th
March this year. How can we make a
difference to a farmer living in a poor country,
so that his/her work is rewarded with a fair
price.
Look out for Ruth Mwenga’s message during the service
on February 21st.
Look out for the Fairtrade Chocolate quiz on pg. 20.
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Catch up with John and Elaine
When the first lockdown arrived in March 2020 our first
thoughts were “Be still and know that I am God” everywhere
was exceptionally quiet, but we doubted whether everyone
in lockdown was thinking about God but it was good to think
about people and ask that they would become aware of
God. As it was springtime and the weather was good, we
spent a lot of time in the garden and enjoyed it.
We learned how to go to Zoom meetings with our family
and still do that now, it’s marvellous really the way that
technology has brought this to us and the way we can see
each other and talk.

When the lockdown was lifted, we decided to go away for a
holiday and we planned to go to the Isle of Wight, we went
on the 3rd of August but unfortunately on the 4th of August I
tripped on a hole in the road and I was taken to hospital
where I had 31 stitches in my left leg so we were unable to
travel home and ended up staying at our daughters for 10
weeks. We are very thankful for all the communication with
those from church and all the prayers that were said and
answered during this time.
During the November lockdown we enjoyed making two
Christmas cakes together and I spent time preparing all the
Christmas cards and I made some felt Christmas tree hangers. Other than the garden John enjoys doing crosswords,
sudoku and word or number puzzles.
We received an Advent Calendar as part of our Christmas
present from our daughter Teresa and her husband David,
on the Isle of Wight, we enjoyed opening them each day up
to Christmas, in each envelope there was a packet of seeds
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so we are going to be busy from now until the end ofMarch planting those and rearing them all.
We spent Christmas Day on our own together, we had
planned to go to Diane’s our youngest daughter in Cambridge but I received an appointment for cataract surgery
on my left eye which meant that I had to self-isolate during the Christmas period. On Christmas day both daughters sent us a Zoom link so we were kept busy with that,
the second link which was late afternoon was from our
eldest daughter Teresa, and there were two other couples who joined the link too, she played the piano and we
all sang carols together plus we ended up playing charades, we had much fun and enjoyed our time with them.
During this lockdown I took to making cross stitch birthday cards and I started knitting myself a cardigan. John
received a 1000 piece jigsaw puzzle for Christmas which
he has enjoyed doing and now finished. He has become
busy with getting plant pots ready for the broad beans
and once they are grown enough, he will be putting them
into the garden in February also he has dug the garden
ready for when the beans need planting.
We have missed going to church and the fellowship with
everyone there and we are blessed with the Sunday
morning services and the Praise Juke Box, brought to us
on Facebook and all the other communication that we receive from church.
John & Elaine.
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So How much do you know about
Chocolate?
Try this quiz, put together by the
Fairtrade Foundation
(answers on page 22. No peeking till you’ve had a go)

1.

Most cocoa is grown in Belgium. True or false

2.

Which is a cocoa pod—A or B?
B

A

3.

True or false. Each tree produces enough cocoa
beans to make just 1 kg of chocolate.

4.

True or false. Cocoa is believed to have been first
discovered by the Olmec civilisation in Central
America

5.

The difference between cacao and cocoa: cacao is
the tree, cocoa is the pod

6.

True or false.The average age of a cocoa farmer is 30

7.

True o false. Cocoa butter also comes from cocoa
beans

8.

True or false. Most cocoa farmers have never tasted
chocolate
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Musings of a Church
Mouse…..
Been locked down in the church for months, and proper
fed up, especially as food is in short supply. I do miss the
bacon butties and Noah’s jelly babies and sultanas.
I haven’t been entirely alone in church as there has been
a steady trickle of members coming in to the Prayer Hub
taking advantage of the light & warmth. From time to time
workers have been around carrying out repairs and
improvements. Determined attempts have been made to
remove my arachnid friends’ intricate homes, but pleased
to say without any lasting success.
I can’t wait to get back into a rhythm - hugging, singing,
and worshipping. I really missed the fellow-ship and the
personal inter-action of the Christmas services.
Looking forward to when Sunday worship resumes with a
semblance of normality; hopefully, the return to church will
coincide with the daffodils coming into bloom. I do hope
we open up with a Bring & Share Lunch!
Off to check out the artificial flower arrangements and see
if they taste as good as they look!
See you soon, love Church Mouse
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Answers to the Fairtrade Foundation Quiz on
page 20
1.

False. Most cocoa is grown in West Africa.
Cote de Ivoire provide 40% of the global supplies

2.

B. A is a coconut

3.

True. Each tree produces around 1,000 beans a
year - that's enough for about a kilo of chocolate which is not a lot considering that globally we
consume over 3 billion kg of cocoa each year!

4.

True. Although previously thought to have been first
used by Mayans, recent research suggests its use
dates back even further, to the Olmecs who used it
for religious rituals or as a medicinal drink.

5.

False. Cacao is in fact the bean and cocoa is what
we make from it

6.

False. The average age of cocoa farmers in West
Africa (where most cocoa is grown) is actually 50.
The benefits of cocoa farming are so poor that few
young people want to stay in the profession.

7.

Yes, it’s the oil taken from cocoa beans before they
are roasted. It is used along with the cocoa beans to
make solid chocolate and is also used in many other
food items and skincare products.

8.

Correct! That's right. The cocoa is sold from the
farms before it is turned into chocolate. The end
product is a luxury that very few cocoa farmers will
ever be able to afford.

If you have learnt something about chocolate this month,
look out for the rest of this quiz in a future Contact
magazine!
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F O R T H C O M I N G D AT E S

Church Prayer meetings via zoom are at 8 pm, on
Thursday February 11th and Thursday 25th. A link to
access these events will be sent out via email near to
the date
Monthly Newsletter from St Philips and St James
Chris Davies informs us that there will be no printed
copy of their newsletter this month (February).
It can however, be found on their website at
Groby Church (wixsite.com)

March issue
Deadline SAT 20th FEBRUARY 2021
Please submit articles to magazine@grobyurc.com by the
above date, preferred via email.
This magazine is published in print and on the church
website, grobyurc.com. If you would like to be added or
removed from the paper copy distribution list or the
monthly hyperlink email list, please let Mark or Kathy
know.
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Groby United Reformed Church
member: Evangelical Alliance UK
www.grobyurc.com, LE6 0FE

CONTACTS
MINISTER: Vacancy
SECRETARY: Leadership Team (see contact details
on page 2)
YOUTH AND CHILDREN'S WORKER: Vacancy.
CHURCH HALL BOOKINGS: Jane Hinds 07530
957022 / janesnips@hotmail.com
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, our regular Sunday
morning worship is currently streamed live or recorded
via Facebook and can be found on the Groby United
Reformed Church page each Sunday at 10 am. Our
worship normally includes monthly Holy Communion.
The church building has a loop hearing system,
wheelchair access, a toilet for the disabled & baby
nappy changing facilities.
WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Our weekly activities are currently suspended at the
present time, due to the pandemic, and normally
include parent and toddler groups, children and youth
activities, Fair Cuppa at the Groby Village Hall and
Groby Tasters. Some of these activities run as part of
‘Churches Together in Groby’.
Home groups offer support during the week—see an
elder for details.
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