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Roberto Fracchia

Happy Birthday to You
May the Good Lord Bless You
Sue Lawrence-Brooks

Happy Mothering Sunday - March 14th
Lord, give me strength just for today
To lead my children in your way;
Oh give me wisdom, Lord, and grace
To show to them your precious face.
Help me Lord to teach them too
The things of Christ so rich and true
Just let them see in me, dear Lord
Your holiness in life and word.
(Author unknown)

“Trevor and Mary Pringle would like to thank everyone
for their cards, kind words, prayers and support
following the recent death of Trevor’s mum,
Rosemary. The family were most grateful to those
who also joined with them on line at Rosemary’s
service at this difficult time.”
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WELCOME FROM MARK,
CHURCH ELDER.
Welcome to the March 2021 edition of Contact.
We are now in Spring, a time when we begin to see
growth in our gardens, perhaps snowdrops, crocuses and
daffodils. The days are getting longer.
We are also in Lent, which is an old English word for
lengthen. For Christians, Lent is a time for
self-examination, penitence, self-denial, study, and
preparation for Easter. There is much great material
on-line to guide our thoughts and prayer.
“Let my teaching fall like rain and my words descend
like dew, like showers on new grass, like abundant
rain on tender plants.” Deuteronomy 32:2
We are waiting for a time when we can again meet
together, even in our church building. Just before writing
this I heard of one URC church that has decided to close
and another is unlikely to reopen. This can feel like the
death of the churches, however we celebrate at Easter
that after Jesus died, He rose again. Therefore, we must
come together sharing our faith in Jesus and not being
divided by our different denominations and various
traditions. That way His Church becomes stronger.
So as we see nature waking up after winter, let’s work to
seek out spiritual growth for ourselves and others.
“For since the creation of the world God’s invisible
qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have
been clearly seen, being understood from what has
been made, so that people are without excuse.”
Romans 1:20
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Thank you Phil!
Phil Holmes stood down
at the end of January as
our Church Secretary and
also as an Elder.
Phil has served us
faithfully and skilfully with
great patience in both
capacities for many years.
In recognition of his
service the Elders
recently presented Phil
with a small gift from our
Members to enjoy with
Kathy in his new found
spare time! “Thank you
Phil.”
Thank you so much
for the generous and
indulgent gifts that
you have given to us
from Groby URC,
they are most
appreciated. It has
always been a
privilege and pleasure
to serve as both an
elder and church
secretary.

Phil’s response was not long in
coming, proving what an
efficient secretary he has been!

Phil and Kathy
Holmes.
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In February we recorded a huge
Thank You to David Harrup
who is moving from Groby and
therefore, will no longer coordinate our
Open the Book team
David was instrumental in setting up the group, creating
links with all four schools in Groby and Ratby and leading
the team with dedication, enthusiasm and humour each
month. This has enabled over 1000 primary school
children to experience a bible story delivered as a short
drama every month during term time. The opportunity to
take part as a character from the story is a much sought
after experience by the children.
At the start of March, we are delighted to report that
Wendy Hall is joining the team. Bless you Wendy, we will
look forward to welcoming you properly once we can begin
to meet face to face to prepare the presentations.
During lockdown whilst unable to meet as a team to
prepare or to visit the schools, sessions were filmed by
individuals and edited by a member of the team. Schools
welcomed these and messages to Rev’d Ed from all four
schools indicated how much the weekly assembly videos
he sends and Open the Book presentations are
appreciated. An example is:
I just wanted to email to thank you for your continued
support throughout this challenging year. The weekly
virtual assemblies have been incredibly helpful and our
children have really enjoyed seeing them each week.
Please pass on our thanks to everyone involved including
the Open the Book team and we look forward to a time
when we can welcome you all back to see us in school.
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The March presentations in preparation for sending to
our schools both tell aspects of the Easter story. A
wonderfully crafted poem by Bob Hartman which leads
the children through Peter’s experience of following
Jesus, denying Him then forgiveness by the lake in
Galilee. The refrain moves through three stages of
belief “Our forever-living friend” “Your forever-living friend”
ending with Peter telling his story to thousands at a time
“Come follow Jesus, my forever-living friend”
The second presentation A Special Moment for Thomas,
tells of Jesus appearing to Thomas in the locked upper
room.
The Open the Book website encourages us to use the
following prayer. I am sure that everyone reading this will
know someone involved in education either as an adult or
a child.
‘Lord God, we pray for all those working in education,
from staff in early years and nurseries, to those in further
and higher education institutions.
‘We ask you to bless and uphold them, give them grace
and strength whilst under pressure, and compassion and
enthusiasm when working with young people.
‘Help teachers to motivate and inspire their students, even
in this time of unprecedented pressure and disruption
caused by the Covid-19 pandemic‘.
Please empower Christian staff to reflect the extraordinary
love of Jesus and to be wise but faithful ambassadors of
the glorious gospel of peace. May they bring hope and
grace to our nation's schools as they serve you
wholeheartedly. Amen.’
Lizzie Harewood, ACT. Executive Officer
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Please continue to pray for the school children of our
villages, pray that they will know Jesus as their
friend – always there for them.
Christine Davies - member of OTB team.
christinemdavies88@gmail.com
PS We are always looking for more people to join the
team maybe to take part as a character, or even an
animal. Do contact me if you would like to hear more.

Mark 9:36-37
He took a little child whom he placed among
them. Taking the child in his arms, he said to
them, 37 “Whoever welcomes one of these little
children in my name welcomes me; and
whoever welcomes me does not welcome me
but the one who sent me.”

9

God’s Glorious Creation
Today (10th February) I took William for a walk in
Martinshaw Woods.
Snow still lay on the
ground, the sun
glowed orange, low
in the trees. It felt
like we had entered
Narnia. We watched
birds high up in the
canopy and low
down on the ground;
goldcrests and a jay, wrens and robins. We stood silently
and listened to a buzzard calling and a woodpecker tapping. We found a tiny stream we had never come across
before and William waded through it. When we left we felt
lighter, brighter. We had marveled at the wonder of God’s
creation, right here on our doorstep. And felt God’s presence, reminding me to look up, look up.
It reminded me of a poem my mum sent me a few weeks
ago (printed in full on the next page)
The last twelve months have been tough, not least losing
Andy’s Dad; but also months of separation from my
parents and friends and from you, our church family.
I have struggled at times with some of humanity’s
response to the pandemic and of the actions of some
world leaders. There have been darker days when the
juggle of homeschooling and working has got the better of
me but always, even from my study window, we have
watched and enjoyed nature. We have really studied the
intricate detail of flowers blooming in our garden; become
10

excited by unusual birds visiting the crabapple tree; I have
watched the most beautiful early morning and late afternoon skies as I sit and edit picture book stories. We have
walked in the woods, across the fields beyond Groby pool,
sat in the field behind our house. And in all those many
moments, God has whispered in my ear, ‘Look at what I
have given you. Do not despair. I am with you always.’
And so I give thanks for the endless beauty of the natural
world around us; for the healing power of nature; for
God NEVER leaving our sides.
Catherine Ward
‘I do not see my church in rules and regulations,
But I see my church in the glory of creation.
I see my church in God’s devotion,
In the towering mountains and in the restless ocean.
Church does not have to be made of stone and clay.
I see my church in a summer garden on a beautiful day,

And when I look up to the Milky Way.
I find my church by a quiet stream,
In that quiet place where I can rest and dream.
I find my church in the valleys and the hills
And when I see the golden daffodils.

Yes, I find my church in all creation,
God’s power beyond imagination.’
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S U N D AY M O R N I N G
TEACHING AND
READINGS FOR
MARCH
Messiah Foretold
In the run up to Easter when we remember the death and
resurrection of our Lord and Saviour, we hope that you will
be able to join with us on Sunday mornings when we shall
be looking at some of the Old Testament prophecies
foretelling the coming of Jesus the Messiah. Kevan.
March 14th is Mothering Sunday. Shirley Eastman will
bring the message, thinking about ordinary women who
have changed the world and therefore become Amazing
Women. Beginning with mothers in The Bible but also
women who have not given birth but have taken on the
loving and nurturing role of a Mother
7th: Kev & Wendy. Messiah Foretold - Ps 22/Isaiah 53

14th: Shirley Eastman. Mothering Sunday-Prov.31:10-31;
Ruth 1:6-18; Luke 1:26-33
21st: Kev & Wendy. Messiah Foretold - Isaiah 61
28th: Jane Henderson. Zech 9/Matt21
(Kevan will lead us in Communion during the service on the
21st March. )

Our building is currently closed for all but private prayer.
All our services can be followed on line via our Facebook
page (Groby United Reformed Church)
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Zoom prayers will be held on Thursday 11th and
Thursday 25th March at 8.00 pm
Elders will send an email nearer to each date
which will contain a link so you can access these
meetings via zoom.

Please contact an elder if you would like to give
zoom a go and haven’t tried it before, or you have
but have struggled.

Y

The Praise Jukebox is back in March
Wednesday 10th at 7 pm.
This will be found on Facebook
www.facebook.com/GrobyURCPraiseJukebox

Psalm 33 says
Sing joyfully to the Lord, you righteous;
it is fitting for the upright to praise him.
Praise the Lord with the harp;
make music to him on the ten-stringed lyre.
Sing to him a new song;
play skilfully, and shout for joy.
(perhaps we’ll let Trevor off the lyre and harp, but we
can all sing & shout for joy)
13

Update from Warmis, Cajamarca, Peru
Although Tearfund no longer provides Warmis
with the same level of support as they did, and
the Warmis project has been
able to become more financially
viable with government backing
for courses they have run, I
continue to receive news from
Miriam about Warmis.
On Friday 19th Feb. Warmis
ran a free visual health
campaign in one of the rural
communities in which they
operate.
The ‘Seeds of Love’ mission
joined them and report the
following:
Today was such a fulfilling day.
Our assignment was to pray for those who came and asked
for prayer during the eye campaign organized by
Warmis Peru
His presence, and our
“availability” brought
hope, healing and
salvation. Alleluia!!!
It was so awesome to
see the hunger and
the faith these people
had in prayer and
how God showed up
in their lives.
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So How much do you know about
Chocolate?
Try this quiz, put together by the
Fairtrade Foundation
(Continued from February)
(answers on page 18. No peeking till you’ve had a go)
9. The Spanish are thought to have been the first people
to make drinking chocolate
10. Children often have to work on cocoa farms using
dangerous tools such as machetes
11. America accounts for almost half the world's
chocolate consumption
12. Almost all cocoa farmers in West Africa live in poverty
13. The creation of the first chocolate bar is credited to a
Brit
14. Farmers in the Fairtrade system receive benefits to
help make farming sustainable
15. According to their website, how many chocolate
products do the Just Shop in town sell?
(No prizes for the answers, but a fun way to learn more
about your Fairtrade chocolate bar)
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A thank you letter from

for our

Christmas ‘Tippy Tap’ appeal.
Dear Friends
Thank you so much for your kind gift of £850 towards our
Tippy Tap projects. We want to say a huge thank you to
everyone who contributed to raising this wonderful gift to
help raise awareness and stop the spread of coronavirus.
Please do pass on our special thanks to Roger and Peter
for constructing a model of a Tippy Tap to show how it
works. Your generosity is really appreciated!
In the face of this pandemic and other disasters around the
world, your giving will help demonstrate the love of Christ in
the most practical ways.
Tearfund and our local church partners are on the front line
as coronavirus begins to spread to the world’s most
vulnerable communities. We're providing life-saving hygiene
and sanitation support, and are communicating vital
prevention messaging.

'We are distributing leaflets to educate people about
handwashing, distancing and recognising the symptoms of
coronavirus,' says Sudarshan Kodooru, Tearfund’s Country
Director in Bangladesh. ‘The handpumps and sanitation
facilities we’ve been able to provide will be more important
than ever.'
Thank you. Washing hands with soap is the most important
single action people can take to reduce the risk of illnesses
such as coronavirus, cholera and diarrhoea. However, for
millions of people around the world, accessing water is
16

extremely difficult – sometimes involving miles of
walking along dangerous routes. Because of this,
hundreds of thousands of people die of preventable
WASH-related diseases each year.
One of the simplest and most innovative ways Tearfund
is helping protect people who don’t have easy access to
water, is by teaching them how to construct Tippy Taps.
These cheap, easy-to-make devices enable people to
wash hands even when water is limited. Rainwater and
used shower or laundry water can be saved – all of which
are effective for regular, safe hand washing as long as
soap is used. This also means that clean water can be
kept for drinking.

All a Tippy Tap takes to build is a few sticks, some string,
soap and a container. Once completed, it’s operated with
a foot lever, and the soap hangs on a string, reducing the
chance of disease spreading between users.
Tippy Taps are very helpful for the rural communities in
Haiti due to the fact that water, sanitation and hygiene
infrastructures are very poor, almost non-existent in these
areas,’ says Marc Romyr Antoine, who leads Tearfund’s
work in Haiti.
Tippy Taps serve as a physical reminder to constantly
wash hands, which can be overlooked, especially in
homes and communities with no infrastructure for running
water,’ says Marc.

Each person is created valuable and loved by God.
Thank you for enabling work which makes life safer
for so many people. May God bless you.
Komal Shell. Donor Care Team
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Answers to the Fairtrade Foundation
Quiz on page 15

9. False. The Mayans are thought to be the first to make
drinking chocolate. In fact this is the only way chocolate
was originally consumed. They mixed the roasted cacao
seed paste with water and seasoned with chili peppers
and cornmeal. They transferred the mixture repeatedly
between pots until the top was covered with a thick foam.
10. Correct!
Child labour is a major issue in cocoa farming communities, driven by poverty and the need to maximise production at minimum cost.
11. No, this is false! According to the International Cocoa
Organization it’s Europeans that account for half of the
world’s chocolate consumption with the British being the
biggest chocoholics! In the UK, we each eat on average
11.5kg of chocolate a year, which, given that one tree can
only produce beans for 1kg of chocolate, that’s 11 trees
each we need to sustain our appetite!
12. Correct!
This is true. Almost all cocoa farmers in West Africa live in
poverty with only three per cent earning a living income.
60% live in extreme poverty. A shocking fact!
13. Correct!
Yes, in 1847 Joseph Fry and his brothers found that adding cocoa butter and sugar to the cocoa powder formed a
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moldable paste, thus transforming the drink into a tasty
snack.
14. Correct!
This is true. Benefits include the Fairtrade Premium, an
extra amount of money which farmers can invest in business or community projects. In 2015-16, Fairtrade cocoa
farmers earned approximately £22 million in Fairtrade
Premiums, almost a quarter of which was invested in
directly supporting farming families meet their daily needs.
15. 24 last time I counted though Roger may correct me!
Check out their website:

http://justfairtrade.com/

Fairtrade Fortnight is February 22nd to March 7th

Choose the World you Want
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Springs Into Life!
From June L Ward
Those of us who have been able to go out and about for a
daily walk have been delighted to see signs of Spring snowdrops and crocuses in gardens and green shoots on
the trees. Also, most noticeable has been the birdsong
which is becoming increasingly varied as the days become
brighter. We know how singing and listening to music is so
good for lifting our mood even on grey days so hearing the
cheerful birds singing has to be a sign that it’s time to
welcome back Groby Sings. In normal times we would get
together again after the school half-term but, sadly, we still
can’t physically meet to sing. However, in the spirit of
Carry On Groby Sings, our concert-at-home from last
summer, we’re keeping in touch with each other by various
means and trying to be creative with ways to keep Groby
Sings alive ready for when we’re able to sing side by side
again (or as near as we’re allowed!). The miracle that is
the Covid vaccine is giving us all hope that this may be
achieved later this year.
It seems that plenty of singing went on last year. Several
choir members said they’d joined Gareth Malone in his
online Great British Home Chorus where more than one
Groby Sings song was featured. Others joined in with
online church services and Radio Leicester’s Sing
Christmas live broadcast. In the past many Groby Singers
have enjoyed taking part in Sing Christmas and Carols
Round The Tree at the Stamford Arms, something else to
look forward to again when the world resumes ‘normal’
service.
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One of our singers had a more personal experience when
she was anxiously waiting for eye surgery. After four hours
of tests she got into the theatre only to hear a cd playing
‘We Built this City’, which was the lively opening number at
our last concert, Groby Sings Under The Stars. This familiar
tune immediately put her at ease, so much so that the
surgeon said ‘Can you stop jigging to the music now as I
would like to operate on your eyes’! Good to know that
Groby Sings figured in our community in such different
ways.
Our portfolio has over 200 songs from seven years of
Groby Sings music-making, providing us with plenty of
material to which we can all sing along. This includes
potential new members, of course. Even though we can’t
invite you for tea, cakes and singing at Groby Club at the
moment, we’d love to welcome anyone who enjoys singing
to join with us every Monday, which used to be our meeting
day, at 1.15pm or 7.30pm (or any day/time you like) to sing
along to one of our favourites chosen by choir members.
Every week we will publicise the Song of the Week on our
Facebook page and on the calendar on our website
grobysings.org. Anyone who has our Groby Sings cds can
sing to the appropriate track, or information about a
YouTube version will be publicised when each weekly song
is announced. Words can also be found online. Anyone
who wishes to join in the singing or wants more information
about Groby Sings can make enquiries via the Contact
page on the website.
Meanwhile, as the sign at the Stamford Arms says ‘Told
you we’d be back’ and here we are, raring to go. Why not
come with us?
Stay Safe Everyone
Groby Sings is a Registered Charity no. 1180490
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YOUR PRAYER HUB CALLING…..
‘They’ come on a daily basis to keep
me warm, turn on the lights and to
light a candle. In the afternoon they
return to sanitise and secure the
premises.

Often folk spend some time here in
God’s house. They praise our Father, pray and ask for
answers, or simply, desire to Be.
Where Have You Gone? “We have no right to complain of
the absence of God, because we are a great deal more
absent than He ever is.” Archbishop Anthony of Sourozh

Names have appeared on the tables of members who
serve in a particular area of church life; names posted
along with prayers in the expectation that more prayer will
follow.
Sometimes preachers come to use the Hub as a spiritual
home and to record the Sunday service.
Visitors have written prayers of thanks for our Elders and
others in leadership or those who quietly serve our church.
Praying Big: We can ask God’s blessing on the members
of our church, and perhaps especially our church leaders
because they are the forefront of spiritual warfare.
Andrew Knowles Discovering Prayer
Maybe God wants to talk to you, why not come
and visit me, your Prayer Hub, during March?
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F O R T H C O M I N G D AT E S

Church Prayer meetings via zoom are at 8 pm, on
Thursday March 11th and Thursday 25th. A link to
access these events will be sent out via email near to
the date
The Praise Jukebox plays on Wednesday March 10th,
7 pm on the Praise Jukebox Facebook page.

That darn
mouse!!

April issue
Deadline SAT 20th March 2021
Please submit articles to magazine@grobyurc.com by the
above date, preferred via email.
This magazine is published in print and on the church
website, grobyurc.com. If you would like to be added or
removed from the paper copy distribution list or the
monthly hyperlink email list, please let Mark or Kathy
know.
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Groby United Reformed Church
member: Evangelical Alliance UK
www.grobyurc.com, LE6 0FE

CONTACTS
MINISTER: Vacancy
SECRETARY CONTACT : Sue Lawrence-Brooks
0116 231 2866 / susanbeverley46@yahoo.co.uk
YOUTH AND CHILDREN'S WORKER: Vacancy.
CHURCH HALL BOOKINGS: Jane Hinds 07530
957022 / janesnips@hotmail.com
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, our regular Sunday
morning worship is currently streamed live or recorded
via Facebook and can be found on the Groby United
Reformed Church page each Sunday at 10 am. Our
worship normally includes monthly Holy Communion.
The church building has a loop hearing system,
wheelchair access, a toilet for the disabled & baby
nappy changing facilities.
WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Our weekly activities are currently suspended at the
present time, due to the pandemic, and normally
include parent and toddler groups, children and youth
activities, Fair Cuppa at the Groby Village Hall and
Groby Tasters. Some of these activities run as part of
‘Churches Together in Groby’.
Home groups offer support during the week—see an
elder for details.
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