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Kathy Du Boulay kathygrace127@gmail.com 

Kevan Hall grobycom@sky.com 

Mark Hiscocks hiscocksm@gmail.com 

Rachel Edwards rachyrach17@hotmail.com 

Sue Lawrence-Brooks susanbeverley46@yahoo.co.uk 

Trevor Pringle drtrpringle@gmail.com 

Noah Parker 

Happy Birthday to You 

May the Good Lord Bless You  

Sue Lawrence-Brooks 
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As we move forward through this month our evenings are 

getting lighter, flowers are blooming and our days are 

hopefully getting warmer. COVID 19 vaccinations are   

progressing apace and we are promised a gradual release 

from many social distancing regulations that have        

governed how we have interacted with our families and      

others.  

For us as Christians we will soon be able to meet together 

in ways that have not been possible over the last year.  

No doubt we are all looking forward to this, exchanging  

greetings in person and joining together as a Church in 

praise and worship.  

The celebration of Easter however brings a far greater 

promise for those who hear and respond to it for the first 

time - the message and love of Jesus, the rejection and 

forgiveness of sin, God’s grace, reconciliation with God 

and the promise of eternal life. As Christians we should 

take every opportunity this Easter and in the months that 

follow to share the Easter story with those we meet - the 

story where frustrations, disappointment, despair, pain 

and death are transformed into resurrection, victory over 

sin, joy, good news, hope and the promise of new life for 

those who believe and follow Christ. 

The current pandemic will eventually fade away as we 

learn to manage this virus in our own communities but the 

love of God and our relationship with Him will endure    

forever, as Jesus said, “I am with you always, to the end 

of the age” (Matthew 28:20).  

WELCOME FROM TREVOR, 

CHURCH ELDER.  
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Christ yesterday and today, 

the beginning and the end, 

Alpha and Omega, 

all time belongs to Him, 

and all ages; 

to Him be glory and power, 

through every age and for ever. 

Amen. 

Trevor Pringle 

Instagram 

Jesus repeatedly liberated and affirmed 

women - treating men and women as 

equals.  

Women were the last at the cross and 

the first at the tomb -                           

the first to be entrusted with the news of 

the resurrection of Jesus.  

Nicky Gumbel 

From Rachel 

Hiscocks 
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FAREWELLS! Sue Lawrence Brooks 
  
Two families who have served our fellowship faithfully for 

many years are now moving home and leaving the area. 

 

Barrie and Jeanette McNeil are downsizing from their 

home in Newtown Linford and moving to be closer to their 

eldest daughter, Ruth, while equally hoping to see much 

more of Grace and their first Grandchild, Vanessa as soon 

as the lockdown allows. 

Jeanette served as an Elder for 6 years and for many 

years also taught in y.Church.  Barrie represented us on 

Extend, he was a Gap leader and our Safeguarding       

Officer, as well as being a part of the Worship group. 

A card and a gift of a 'Living Willow' in a planter was taken 

to them. 

 

David and Karen Harrup are moving to Whitwick where 

they will be extending their bungalow to accommodate  

David's Mum. 

As a church, we greatly benefitted from Karen’s musical 

talent and experience on Sunday mornings, the Sunday 

evening monthly worship,  and in the production of ‘Angel 

at Large’’. David was an Elder, the initiator of the Prayer 

Box, Open the Book in the local schools and Film and 

Food for Fellows. He also had a significant role on the 

Tasters Team. 

A card and a gift of some bottles of his favourite tipple ' 

Mount St Bernards Abbey' beer was delivered to him and a 

bouquet of flowers will be sent to Karen when they are  

settled in their new home. 

  

Our thanks, our love and our prayers go with these two 

families and we ask for God's blessing on them. 
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God’s Perfect Planet 

A recent television series called 'A Perfect Planet' reminded 

me of a collection of Bible reading notes I had last year,  

prepared by a number of Christian scientists whose area of 

work ranged from Oceanography to the study of the        

Universe. 

One of the contributors, quoting Job 38 as the basis of his 

reflections, wrote that the earth was not just a lump of rock 

hurtling through space. God is its Creator. It is exactly the 

size He meant it to be. The position in the Universe is      

exactly where He intended it to be. The mountains and    

valleys, oceans and seas are just as God intended. 

If the earth had been a different size or at a different        

distance from the sun it would most certainly have been a 

sterile, lifeless planet. 

The overall theme of this series of Bible Notes was to share 

just a few of the wonders revealed by science and to      

confirm that our creator God is constantly revealing new  

avenues of exploration to science. 

 

Barbs and Hedley Lomas 
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 Christian Aid Week  
10-16th May 2021 

 
 

Stand together against the climate crisis. 
 
Join people like Rose and fight the climate crisis. 

Rose lives in Kenya and is caught in a cycle of climate 

chaos. From severe drought to flooding, extreme weather 

robs her of what she needs to survive: a reliable source of 

water. When Rose was a child, there was plenty of rain 

that fell at the right times. It provided ample nutritious food 

to eat. Now Rose’s community lives with drought and  

hunger for months at a time. 

 

When the rains do come, they can be too heavy and lead 

to flooding. This has been an issue across Kenya in the 

last year, damaging crops that had struggled to grow. 

There is an earth dam just minutes away from Rose’s 

home which collects  rainwater. It should be a lifeline to 

help her withstand unpredictable weather. But it runs out 

of water too quickly, forcing Rose to walk long and        

exhausting journeys to fetch water for her grandchildren. 

 

The coronavirus 

pandemic has only 

made this lack of   

water more critical 

for Rose’s family as 

hand washing with 

soap and water is  

vital to stay safe 

against the virus. 
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With a reliable source of water, Rose could grow fresh 

vegetables to eat, improve her livelihood and better  

protect her family from coronavirus. 

Your gifts, prayers and actions could help communities 

withstand climate chaos, from building better earth 

dams  to harvest more water, to sowing drought-tolerant 

crops, to demanding climate justice at the highest level. 

 

What will we be doing in Groby this Christian Aid 

Week? 

1. “Every last drop” - walk for water.   Anytime           

during Christian Aid Week visit the “Every Last  Drop”      

displays outside both Churches. Use the walk between 

the Churches as a time to pray and reflect on climate 

justice. 

2. Envelopes. We aim to deliver Christian Aid Week   

envelopes to a number of streets in the village. These 

will be ‘delivery only’ envelopes due to corona virus.     

A variety of drop off points will be available for people to 

return their donations. 

3. 300,000 step challenge during May. A team from both 

Churches including Trevor  and myself, Rev Ed, Rev 

Noel and Julie Punter from St Philip and St James are 

taking part in this challenge in order to raise funds for 

Christian Aid.  

 

How can you help? 

Pray for the success of the week. 

Take part in the “ Every last drop - walk for water.” 

Help deliver envelopes. 

Put a poster in your window and volunteer to be a drop 

off point for the return of envelopes. 
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Give 

Ways to donate- 

By envelope. 

By our Churches Together in Groby Christian  Aid Week 

Just Giving Page.  

 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/

ctgchristianaidweek2021 

 

Follow  

All our Christian Aid Week activities will be on our CAW 

Churches Together in Groby Facebook Page - details in 

next month’s Contact. 

Last year, despite Coronovirus and lockdown you           

generously helped Churches Together in Groby raise over 

£2,700.  

With your help we can do even better this year. 

 

Mary Pringle 

 

A Prayer from Christian Aid 

 

Thank you for the unmerited favour and love that you have 
shown us. 

Cause us now oh God, to abide in your everlasting love. 

Let that love be manifest in us and in our actions and in 
how we relate to each other as human beings and to all 
your creation.  

May our purpose in this world be to be the instruments of 
your love. 

Amen. 

 

1 Corinthians 13:2 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ctgchristianaidweek2021
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ctgchristianaidweek2021
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Some Lockdown Thoughts 

 

Way back last March, as the first lockdown began, there 

was almost a perverse sense of novelty about rising to the 

challenge of the restrictions.  Like many others we were 

shielding and having to think outside the box in trying to 

organise a pattern of life with so many differences.  It    

became more difficult as time went on.  And not just for 

us, we know.  There have been low points of course.     

But we always prayed. Remarkably, it has never proved 

too much. 

Throughout, there have been small        

incidents which have had big                  

effects. Flowers were brought. Plants for 

Pete to spruce up the garden.  People on 

their walks stopped to knock on our door 

and chat from a distance, even in wintry         

weather.  Phone calls were received      

often, checking not just our physical but our spiritual and 

mental well being. Sunday services on Facebook.  Zoom 

house groups.    Opportunities for Zoom prayers. Weekly 

devotions, a  prayer hub to use. Plus many other           

opportunities and  contact points on line.  It's truly              

remarkable on reflection isn't it?  We have not been, nor 

ever will be alone. 

A heartfelt thank you our  church community for all this 

support. 

As Jesus promised - "I will never leave you nor forsake 

you" 

Elsie and Pete Randall 
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A Psalm for Every Circumstance 

This month we start a series on the book of Psalms.  

Hopefully we shall see that they cover the whole range of 

mankind’s emotions and are unified in one thing, they are 

written about and to, our Lord. The creator of all things. 

Abba Father, please teach us how to pray! 

Blessings.  Kevan. 

 

Easter Sunday.   Luke 23:  ‘The King on the Cross’.      

Kev & Wendy.   

11th: Luke 24:  ‘The Emmaus Road’.   Malcolm Clark 

18th:  Psalm 1.  ‘The Way of the Righteous’.  Ben Wright 

25th:  Psalm 2. ‘You are my Son’.   Les Gill 

(Kevan will lead us in Communion during the service on the 

4th April, Easter Sunday. ) 

 

 

S U N D AY  M O R N I N G  

T E AC H I N G  A N D  

R E AD I N G S  F O R  

A P R I L  

Our building is currently closed for all but private prayer. 

All our services can be followed  on line via our Facebook 

page (Groby United Reformed Church) 
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Zoom prayers will be held on Thursday 8th and 

Thursday 22nd April at 8.00 pm 

Elders will send an email nearer to each date 
which will contain a link so you can access these     
meetings via zoom.  

Please contact an elder if you would like to give 
zoom a go and haven’t tried it before, or you have 
but have struggled.  

P 

 

R 

 

A 

 

Y 

 

The Praise Jukebox  

Wednesday April 7th at 7 pm. 

This will be found on Facebook  

www.facebook.com/GrobyURCPraiseJukebox 

Paul writes this in his letter to Colossians  

3:16-17 - Let the message of Christ dwell among you 

richly as you teach and admonish one another with all           

wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the 

Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 
        

And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all 

in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 

the Father through him.  
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CARING FOR EACH OTHER by Sue Lawrence-Brooks 

Elders and a number of others, in the earliest 

days of lockdown,  linked up with a specific 

group of folk from our fellowship and tried to 

keep in touch with them on a  fairly regular 

basis.  This was approached in a variety of 

ways - by emails, telephone chats, door knocking where 

appropriate, pairing up for walks, more recently through 

home groups on Zoom or simply by having a distanced 

chat as we passed in the street. 

We did what we could to offer practical support, a listening 

ear, cheery conversations and prayer when needed. 

This ' group' approach to pastoral care is not new - a     

similar style was initiated by Sue McKenzie and has 

worked reasonably well for some years. 

Recently, however, it became apparent that the groups and 

the link people overseeing them, needed to be reorganised 

and simplified.   

There are now just 5 pastoral care link people: Sue LB 

( pastoral care team leader ),  Kathy Du Boulay, Kevan 

Hall, Rachel Edwards and Ruth Ivens.  Over the next few 

weeks, one of us will be in touch to let you know who is 

your link person, who you can approach with prayer needs 

or any concerns that you may have, should you wish. We 

want to ensure everyone has contact with someone, and 

that folk are not struggling on their own.  You may well 

have others you share with, and we encourage this, but we 

will also keep in touch and help out where we can. 

We are all   brothers and sisters in Christ, and want to be 

there for each other. We share each others needs, prayers 

and  concerns. 
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FAMILY LINKS 

In addition to the pastoral care groups, around Christmas 

time, each of our younger families was linked with an   

individual or a couple from an older generation.  

This has had varying levels of success but one positive 

outcome of this ( permission has been given to share 

this!)  is the heart-warming friendship that has blossomed 

between Evie, aged 10 ( Anna's daughter ) and Kay Blick, 

aged  (10x8)+1. 

It's a delight to hear of the pleasure that their             

communications with each other have brought - and     

afternoon tea together in the summer time is a distinct 

possibility! 

 

 

PRAYER CHAIN 

The prayer chain is a powerful and effective way of      

rallying some of our prayer warriors at a moment' s notice 

in an emergency situation.  The names and telephone  

numbers of the folk in the prayer chain are printed on the 

following page and by ringing any one of them, the prayer 

chain will be put into action immediately. 

While  details of a prayer request may be helpful, they are 

not obligatory and if confidentiality is preferred, just a 

name can be given.  God will already know the details. 
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Prayer Chain 2021 

Would whoever initiates the Prayer Chain also please 
contact Sue Lawrence-Brooks  

 

 
Anne Brandon  

287 5585 

Ruth Ivens  

291 0397 

Jan White  

07884 154170 

Joy Russell  

299 6164 

Kevan Hall     

224 8845 or 

07807 036944 

Sue Lawrence-Brooks 

231 2866 or         

07780 342253 

Barbara Conlon    

238 7805 or      

07886 319361 

Barbara Lomas         

287 6013 

Kay Blick              

232 1254 
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PRAYER BOX 

Finally, for more long term prayer needs, please         

remember that the Prayer Box team meet every week of 

the year ( article in Contact October 2020). 

The prayer cards and the box are always available in 

church or alternatively, one of the team will willingly write 

a card for you. 

The team are Ruth and Roger, Rachel Hiscocks, Dave 

Smith and Sue LB. 

 

MINISTRY OF FLOWERS 

This is an important aspect of pastoral care - flowers 

speak their own language and those who receive them 

experience pleasure, a sense of being appreciated and a 

reminder that they are not forgotten. 

Barbara Conlon faithfully organises our flower rota and 

even though our church building is currently closed,  

flowers are taken to someone every week along with our 

love and prayers.   

 

By Sue Lawrence-Brooks 
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 Lots of smiles for Mothering Sunday! 

Take delight in the Lord, 

and he will give you the 

desires of your heart.  

Psalm 37:4 

““Me & Megan loved the 

chance to get out & see some 

of our church friends again & 

it was lovely to keep this     

tradition going.”  

“We have missed everyone 

so much. I am really hoping 

that we can all meet again 

soon!  

“It was so nice this weekend to     

reconnect the children (and us) 

with the rest of church and doing 

something that allowed that to 

happen” 

“we were just loving seeing   

everyone’s beautiful smiles! It 

was so lovely to connect with our 

church family again!”   

We really enjoyed going 

around.”  
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Sue Lawrence-Brooks says 

I've had texts, emails,  telephone      

messages and even a letter through my 

door,  asking me to thank all those      

involved for the cards and flowers which 

were left on their doorstep over the 

weekend - and asking me especially to thank the     

children who have been missed greatly over the past 

year by us all. 

 

And a big Thank you to the yChurch families! 

‘What a really lovely thought to    

receive a  personally delivered posy 

of Spring flowers, with a smile & a 

chat from Catherine & William, on a 

miserable lockdown morning. It   

really cheered me up.  

Phrases like   ...the joy you have 

given to these ladies. feeling part of 

the church family, a lovely greeting 

from the lockdown...... No sermon 

could have replaced your effort to 

walk round Groby and  distribute 

these bunches of flowers. God 

bless you all. 

It really touched me and bright

ened up my day. Please give 

my thanks to everyone          

involved.  
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Continuing Work with Schools,                   

Children and Families.   Rev Ed. 

As I am sure everyone is aware, the way we usually work 

with our children and families has been on hold as a result 

of the coronavirus pandemic. We’ve not been able to 

physically go into schools and our regular groups have not 

been able to meet. I hope you’ve noted that Open the 

Book has still been producing videos which we have been 

sending into the schools, but this is just one part of what 

we have been doing to keep in touch with the schools and 

children and families. 

Alongside the Open the Book assemblies, in alternate 

weeks myself or Rev’d Judith Lincoln from the Methodist 

Chapel in Ratby have been producing video assemblies 

which have gone into all the schools. These have either 

been played in class or sent out on the schools’ learning 

platforms when the children have been schooled at home. 

If you want a taste of what we have been producing, the 

most recent assemblies can be found on my YouTube 

channel (https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCx-

Xiz3CXT5MSkinHkiMgqQ or simply in YouTube search for 

Ed Bampton) and you’re welcome to have a look – and 

this is where all future assemblies will be posted if you 

want to keep looking! On a positive note, this means we 

are actually providing an assembly to every primary 

school every week, something we couldn’t manage when 

we were doing this physically! 

In addition, at Christmas, through 

funding via EXTEND in Groby and 

generous donations in Ratby we were 

able to gift to every child in all four  

primary schools the Christmas    

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCx-Xiz3CXT5MSkinHkiMgqQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCx-Xiz3CXT5MSkinHkiMgqQ
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booklet ‘It Begins In Bethlehem’, a rhyming version of the 

nativity story by Bob Hartman – that is over 1000 children. 

We were also able to gift them a video production from the 

Saltmine Theatre of Hark! A Nativity Story. 

Has this made any difference? The best answer to that is to 

give you just a taste of some of the feedback we’re had: 

From Elizabeth Woodville: 

I just wanted to email to thank you for your continued    

support throughout this challenging year.  The weekly     

virtual assemblies have been incredibly helpful and our  

children have really enjoyed seeing them each week.  

Please pass on our thanks to everyone involved and we 

look forward to a time when we can welcome you all back 

to see us in school. 

I would also like to thank you for the booklets and the     

performance of 'Hark.'  Pupils were thoroughly entertained 

and really enjoyed the experience of watching the          

performance in classes this week.  It definitely added 

something special to our Christmas celebrations in school! 

From Ratby Primary: 

Thank you so much Rev Bampton.  We all really appreciate 

your assemblies and can you send our thanks also to the 

Open the Book team. 

From Martinshaw: 

Thank you very much for your emails and assemblies.  We 

do get them and use them with the children.  I've just led 

my annual Armistice assembly via zoom to the whole 

school and played your assembly.  It was really nice and it 

was good to see you outside at the memorials and in the 

church.  We'll also use this in future years as well.       
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 Hopefully, next year you will be able to join us for real! 

From Lady Jane Grey 

Thank you so much for everyone's efforts in creating the 

weekly assemblies.  These are being shown to the       

children in class every week and are really keeping our 

spirits up. 

Also, the offer of Hark! is very generous and I am sure 

(looking at some clips on youtube etc) the children would 

love this.  We have some very special things planned in 

the last week of term so we would incorporate this in our 

plans of surprises for the children.  Again, thank you for 

this. 

 Given how well all we have done has 

been received, I write this having just 

dropped off an Easter booklet for every 

child, again in rhyme by Bob Hartman, 

to all the schools, once more generously 

funded through EXTEND in Groby and donations in Ratby. 

It was lovely to see and speak to the people in the schools 

who all reiterated how much they appreciate all the efforts 

we are making and support we are offering. 

I hope this encourages us all in our churches that we are 

continuing to do our best to engage with our schools and 

children and families despite the difficulties and help them 

hear the wonderful stories of God and Jesus. 

We restarted Chattabox Sundays at 4pm, now regularly 

on the third Sunday of each month by Zoom. This has only 

been possible through the hard work and planning of Ruth 

Scott and Jane Cox, but with support from others such as 

Angie Cain in Ratby and Chris Davies in Groby – and I 

just do the Zoom tech!!! We have had around 17 or so 
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      April issue   

Deadline SAT 20th April 2021 

Please submit articles to magazine@grobyurc.com by the 

above date, preferred via email. 

This magazine is published in print and on the church 

website, grobyurc.com.  If you would like to be added or         

removed from the paper copy distribution list or the 

monthly hyperlink email list, please let Mark or Kathy 

know. 

     F O R T H C O M I N G  D AT E S  

Church Prayer meetings in April via zoom are at  

8pm,  on Thursday 8th and Thursday 22nd .               

A link to access these events will be sent out via 

email near to the date  

The Praise Jukebox plays on Wednesday April 7th,   

7 pm and can be found on the Praise Jukebox        

Facebook page. 

children, plus parents/carers, at these and it has been 

very much enjoyed by everyone from the feedback we 

have had.  

As always, if ever anyone from any of our churches would 

like to help in any way with the work we do, just let me 

know! 

God bless you all.  

Rev’d Ed 
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CONTACTS 
MINISTER:  Vacancy 

SECRETARY CONTACT : Sue Lawrence-Brooks 
0116 231 2866 / susanbeverley46@yahoo.co.uk 

YOUTH AND CHILDREN'S WORKER:  Vacancy. 

CHURCH HALL BOOKINGS:  Jane Hinds 07530 
957022 / janesnips@hotmail.com 

 

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP  

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, our regular Sunday  
morning worship is currently streamed live or recorded 
via Facebook and can be found on the Groby United 
Reformed Church page each Sunday at 10 am.  Our 
worship normally includes monthly Holy Communion.  
The church building has a loop hearing system,  
wheelchair access, a toilet for the disabled & baby 
nappy changing facilities. 

 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 

Our weekly activities are currently suspended at the       
present time, due to the pandemic, and normally     
include parent and toddler groups, children and youth 
activities, Fair Cuppa at the Groby Village Hall and 
Groby Tasters.  Some of these activities run as part of 
‘Churches Together in Groby’. 

Home groups offer support  during the week—see an 
elder for details.  

Groby United Reformed Church 

member: Evangelical Alliance UK 

www.grobyurc.com, LE6 0FE 

 


