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TWEET 

From Rachel 

Hiscocks 
Tearfund@Tearfund 

'God has placed a beautiful potency within 

each of us. Where there are issues weighing 

on your heart, ask God to reveal what you 

have in your hands that could make a       

difference.' 

 

Lent devotional by Tearfund's Gideon Heugh  

bit.ly/3vTJ2Yo pic.twitter.com/9u19qwA9Ii  

 

https://t.co/Eoovbxvrr9
https://t.co/9u19qwA9Ii
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Dear Friends, 

The month of May has always been my favourite month 

and as I walk around Groby, the many beautiful Spring 

gardens are a source of delight to me. If you are able to 

go further afield, the countryside is stunning! 

Have you ever doubted that it would be and that Spring 

would eventually arrive?  

Have you ever doubted that the daffodils would bloom  

after a long and cold winter, that the fresh green leaves 

would burst open on the trees and hedgerows, or that the 

blossom trees would display their glory? 

Spring is a beautiful reflection of new life overcoming 

darkness and the hope that Jesus offers overcoming   

despair. Never has Spring failed to arrive after even the 

darkest of Winters. 

Equally, have you ever doubted that God loves you with 

unconditional love that will never let you go even in dark 

and troubling times? 

The Bible says:     

 " I will never leave you nor forsake you. " ( Joshua1v5) 

Another powerful reminder of the depth of God's love - 

which is for everybody - is in John 3v 16                                                   

 "For God so loved the world that he gave his only 

Son, that whoever believes in him may not die but 

have eternal life."  

                                                                                       

WELCOME FROM SUE, 

CHURCH ELDER.  
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Never doubt God's love for you and for 

me, proven when Jesus willingly took 

himself to the cross to bear our         

punishment. Now he is in glory at God's 

right hand and one day we will join him. 

We would encourage you to call in at the 

Prayer Hub and at the same time, have 

a look at the freshly painted hall and 

give thanks for all those involved in  

making our church building so           

welcoming for that approaching day when we can meet 

there again to worship our God. 

In the meantime: 

“The Lord bless you and keep you;   

the Lord make his face shine upon you and be        

gracious to you;  

the Lord turn his face toward you and give you 

peace."  

( Numbers 6v24-26) 

Sue 

(please contact any one of us if you 

would like to borrow a church key) 
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On the Easter Trail! 

Easter Monday dawned with snow flurries and it was 

perishingly cold.  Would anyone turn up for the Puzzle 

and Egg Trail.  

Yes indeed, we heard them before they appeared – happy, 

chatting, laughing children, fully steamed up and raring to 

go! They all arrived at the same time along the Bridle Path 

with just five minutes to spare. 

54 pieces of jigsaw were hidden in member’s gardens. 

Many thanks to Blowers, Pringles, Symonds, DuBoulays, 

Smiths, Mees, & Hiscocks for allowing their gardens to be 

overrun by treasure hunters. 

Each family was given a clue sheet to decipher the route, 

with riddles to solve along the way….. 

EGGS appeared too as the hunters got into the spirit of the 

hunt. 

Adults and children alike enjoyed meeting up with folk they 

hadn’t seen in many months.  
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Yes, there was even some treasure on the ramp 
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After padding down a friendly allotment, homemade   

drinking chocolate beckoned back on the church step while 

the jigsaws were assembled. 

The puzzles turned into large colourful Easter eggs with 

the text from Matthew 28:20 -   ‘I will be with you always’.  

Each child went home with a bag of Fairtrade eggs and an 

Easter card.                                                                                                                 

Our thanks go to Sue, Dave, Barry & Peter for their      

support for the event. It’s most rewarding when members 

work together sharing their skills.                 

 

 Kathy & Joy 
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O U R  C H U R C H  H A L L  G E T S  A   
M A K E - O V E R  D U R I N G  L O C K D O W N  

 

After possibly 20 years+ but 

dates lost in the mists of time 

our Church hall finally gets a 

make-over. Why so many 

shades of pink in one  design? 

The walls,     curtains, chairs 

and carpet tiles, – well just about everything was rosy! 

In with the new: Dove grey walls with a feature wall for the 

Cross, new blue notice boards and toning roller blinds, with 

a small amount of the ubiquitous pink on the chairs and  

random carpet tiles. A tonne of filler was used to patch up 

the holes in the peppered walls – what possessed us to   

attach so much ‘stuff’ to every available surface? 

At the time of writing the make-over is almost complete, but 

are we ready and what is God’s intention for activities in this 

lovely space?  

Are we talking to Him, 

asking him what He 

has in mind for us and 

our future  outreach. 

Joy & Dave S 

(Grateful thanks to 
Dave and Peter for 
much of the behind the 
scenes non painting 
work, to Wayne for the 
painting, and of course 
Joy for her co-
ordinating role.  Elders) 
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‘Prophecy’ 

This month we finish the short series "Messiah Foretold" 

this leads into another short series on "Prophecy". 

This in turn will lead into a series next month looking at the 

book of Revelation. 

I hope that you will find these short series flow logically and 

spiritually as we see something of how the Church is built 

upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with    

Jesus as the cornerstone! 

The Psalms will be back soon! 

 

May 2nd .  Rev19:5-10    Fulfilment Of Messiah Foretold- 

Wendy  

9th: Micah 6:1-8.  Start of Christian Aid Week - .           

Ruth Mwenga 

16th:  An overview of prophecy in the Old and New          

Testament  - Jane Henderson 

23rd:  Acts 2:1-13.  Pentecost - Kevan 

30th:  1 Corinthians 14 - The Value of Prophecy - Malcolm 

Kevan will lead us in Communion during the service on the 

23rd May 

 

S U N D AY  M O R N I N G  

T E AC H I N G  A N D  

R E AD I N G S  F O R  

M AY  
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Zoom prayers will be held on Thursday 6th and 

Thursday 20th May at 8.00 pm 

Elders will send an email nearer to each date 
which will contain a link so you can access these     
meetings via zoom.  

Please contact an elder if you would like to give 
zoom a go and haven’t tried it before, or you have 
but have struggled.  

P 

 

R 

 

A 

 

Y 

 

The Praise Jukebox  

Wednesday May 12th at 7 pm to coincide with 

Christian Aid Week. 

This will be found on Facebook  

www.facebook.com/GrobyURCPraiseJukebox 

Our building is currently closed for all but private prayer.  

However,  we are hoping to begin holding services in   

person again towards the end of May, inside the church 

building. 

Please look out for updates via emails and our Facebook 

page.  If you are not on the internet, someone will be in 

touch with you.  For further information please contact one 

of the elders listed on the front cover or Sue Lawrence-

Brooks whose telephone number is on the back page  

Prior to this, our services can be followed on line via our 

Facebook page (Groby United Reformed Church) 
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Christian Aid Week  
10-16th May 2021 

 
 
 
 

Stand together against the climate crisis. 
 
In the April Contact you will have seen that Christian Aid 

Week 2021 is focusing on how the very poorest people in 

the world are the most badly affected by the climate crisis.  

 

Rose in Kenya is struggling to survive  without a reliable 

source of water.  

Rose says. “ Because of climate change, I worry about 

food. I pray to God that the rainfall will become normal like 

it used to be”.  

The coronavirus pandemic has only made this lack of   

water more critical for Rose. Without water for hand 

 washing, it is a struggle to stay safe from the virus. 
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What can you do to help?  
 
Pray 
Pray for the success of the week. If you would like a 7 day 
devotional please let me know. 
 
Visit  
Visit our Church to view the outside 

display “Every Last Drop” and pray 

and reflect on climate justice as you 

walk the short distance to St Philip 

and St James.  

Add a water droplet to each of the  

displays with a prayer or reflection if 

you wish. Visit anytime between 9th -

17th May. (Droplets provided!) 

 
Give 
Please support CAW by donating either on line at  
 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
ctgchristianaidweek2021 
 
 Or via the usual red envelope. If you wish to donate using 

an envelope and you don’t receive one through your door 

let me know and I’ll drop one off to you. 

 
Support 
Support the Churches Together in Groby Team  (Rev’d 

Ed, Rev’d Noel, Julie Punter and Mary and Trevor Pringle) 

who are doing the 300,000 step challenge in May.  

Our  Facebook page will go live from 1st May. Please 

comment, like and share so that as many people as     

possible are encouraged to donate. By doing the         

challenge we hope to highlight how many people in the 

world do not have easy access to safe drinking water. 
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Walking long distances each day to collect water is a hard 

fact of life for so many. Our page will be live from 1st May. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/CTGChristianAidWeek2021/ 

 

Help us to achieve our target of raising £3000 during  

Christian Aid Week 2021. 

Remember every last drop (and penny) counts! 

Last year despite Coronavirus and lockdown you            

generously helped CTG raise over £2,700. With your help 

we can do even better this year. 

 
Thank you, 
 
Mary Pringle 
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Dear Friends at Groby URC       

Thank you all so much for the      

beautiful willow plant with now sits 

proudly at our new front door thriving 

in the Rutland air.  It will be an        

ongoing reminder of many happy 

years spent with friends at Groby 

URC.                                              

With much love, Jeanette and Barrie. 

xx 

Thank you to the members of 

Groby United Reformed Church for the 

lovely flowers which arrived today to 

brighten my day 

Karen xx  

Thank you to all my friends at Groby United Reformed 

Church for this gift and kind thoughts as we are about to 

move on from Groby. Thanks for all the support I have    

received in my calling to do God's work in Groby, including 

support from friends at St Philip and St James Churches in 

Ratby and Groby. We await God's direct for the next phase 

of our lives and mission. For the 

churches of Groby - may God's 

Will be done in His Church in 

Groby - and may His Kingdom 

Come into the lives of so many 

people and the life of the village. 

God bless.  David. 
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The Prayer Hub Has Now Been Open 1,056 hours 

For Personal Prayer for the                                             

Work of This Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As Malcolm Clarke reminded us back in October 2020:  The 

immediate and appropriate response of the Church is to 

pray and to affirm the Scriptures. It always is! No matter 

what the circumstances of life, we look to God and take 

steps to hear His Biblical voice. The Church, the whole 

Church and everyone in the Church. Not bits and bobs of 

us here and there, and those who have the inclination to 

pray. The whole Church. God needs you and all the rest of 

us to be at prayer. How do we expect anything to change if 

it’s otherwise? Based on Acts 4:21-25… 
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Question:  How many times can we find Jesus praying 

in the Gospels? 

Here are just a few 

Lk 3:21-22:   At His Baptism. 

Mk 1:35-36: In the morning before heading to Galilee. 

Lk 6:12-13: Before choosing His 12 disciples. 

Mt 11:25-26: While speaking to the Jewish leaders. 

Jn 6:11: Giving thanks to the Father before feeding 5000. 

Mt 15:36: Giving thanks to the Father before feeding 4000. 

Lk 9:18: Before Peter called Jesus “the Christ.” 

Lk 11:1: Before teaching His disciples the Lord’s Prayer. 

Jn 11:41-42: Before raising Lazarus from the dead. 

Mt 19:13-15: Laying hands on and praying for little children. 

Mt 26:26 At the Lord’s Supper. 

Lk 22:31-32: Prayed for Peter’s faith when Satan asked to 

“sift” him. 

Jn 17:1-26: Prayed for Himself, His disciples, and all        

believers just before heading to Gethsemane. 

Mt 26:36-46: In Gethsemane before His betrayal.  

Lk 23:34: Right after being nailed to the cross,  

Lk 23:46:  In His dying breath, Jesus prayed, “Father, into 

thy hands I commend my spirit. 

 

Colossians 4:2 

 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful  

The Prayer Hub continues to open Mondays-
Saturdays 10.00am till 4.00pm. There are printed    

topics to guide and focus our prayers. 

Speak toJoy & Ruth (for a church key) 

(or any of us as Sue reminds us in her welcome letter) 

https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Luke%203.21-22
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Mark%201.35-36
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Luke%206.12-13
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Matt%2011.25-26
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/John%206.11
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Matt%2015.36
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Luke%209.18
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Luke%2011.1
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/John%2011.41-42
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Matt%2019.13-15
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Matt%2026.26
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Luke%2022.31-32
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/John%2017.1-26
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Matt%2026.36-46
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Luke%2023.34
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Luke%2023.46
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 Chattabox Sundays 

 For the last few months youngsters have been meeting at 
least monthly through the wonders of Zoom. 

 A fortnight before Easter these 
fabulous youngsters were given 
the challenge of making Easter 
gardens and these are some of 
the results.    

The sessions consist of a       
mixture of games, videos, 
crafts, prayers, songs and    
activities.  The use of zoom breakout rooms allows the 
varied ages to have different activities.  

 There are usually between 15 to 18 children attending 
with their families, with at least one URC family regularly 
joining.   

 All the materials that are needed are put together and    
delivered to the doors of the families taking part so    
hopefully no extra bits have to be found at short notice. 

  If you wish to join us please just email/ring Ed or Hayley 
in the Parish Office (office@bradgatechurches.org.uk / Tel. 

0116 2393768) 

The next session will be on 16th May at 4pm .  All are      

welcome.   As restrictions allow, more of our worship will 
take place in ‘real life’.  Please pray as we plan how this 

will happen for families and 
young people.  

 From Ruth, Jane, Chris, Angie 
and Ed 
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      June issue   

Deadline SAT 22nd May 2021 

Please submit articles to magazine@grobyurc.com by the 

above date, preferred via email. 

This magazine is published in print and on the church 

website, grobyurc.com.  If you would like to be added or         

removed from the paper copy distribution list or the 

monthly hyperlink email list, please let Mark or Kathy 

know. 

     F O R T H C O M I N G  D AT E S  

Church Prayer meetings in May via zoom are at  8pm,  

on Thursday 6th and Thursday 20th.  A link to access 

these events will be sent out via email near to the 

date  

The Praise Jukebox plays on Wednesday May 12th at   

7 pm and can be found on the Praise Jukebox        

Facebook page. 
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CONTACTS 
MINISTER:  Vacancy 

SECRETARY CONTACT : Sue Lawrence-Brooks 
0116 231 2866 / susanbeverley46@yahoo.co.uk 

YOUTH AND CHILDREN'S WORKER:  Vacancy. 

CHURCH HALL BOOKINGS:  Jane Hinds 07530 
957022 / janesnips@hotmail.com 

 

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP  

We are currently closed for services due to the Covid-
19 restrictions. Our regular Sunday  morning worship 
is currently streamed live or recorded via Facebook 
and can be found on the Groby United Reformed 
Church page each Sunday at 10 am.  Our worship 
normally includes monthly Holy Communion.  The 
church building has a loop hearing system,           
wheelchair access, a toilet for the disabled & baby 
nappy changing facilities. 

 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 

Our weekly activities are also currently suspended and 
normally include parent and toddler groups, children 
and youth activities, Fair Cuppa at the Groby Village 
Hall and Groby Tasters.  Some of these activities run 
as part of ‘Churches Together in Groby’. 

Home groups offer support  during the week—speak 
to one of the elders for details.  

Groby United Reformed Church 

member: Evangelical Alliance UK 

www.grobyurc.com, LE6 0FE 

 


