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Welcome to the June edition of Contact. 

As I write this May is moving towards June, however, the 

weather doesn’t seem to be following it! As the rain comes 

& the temperatures do not rise quite as much as we would 

like we are probably all still spending a bit more time at 

home then we would have hoped. 

 

Home is a word that I have also found very emotive & I 

think after the last year it has become even more so. If 

you close your eyes & think of home, I’m sure it will     

conjure up a particular image & stir up strong feelings 

within you. 

 

For the last 15 years I have worked for a social housing 

landlord & one of the greatest privileges of that work is 

helping people move into a new home. It never fails to 

bring me joy to see someone who has had absolutely 

nothing move into a new house & my favourite part has 

always been going back 6 weeks, 6 months or a year later 

& seeing that they have changed that house into a home. 

Beyond this you also get to see how the home has 

changed that person, the confidence that it can bring to a 

person to go from not knowing where they would be 

sleeping next week to having somewhere they can put 

down roots is truly astounding! 

 

During the last lockdown my parents made the decision to 

move from their home in Sheffield to a new property just 

10 minutes down the road from me in Anstey! So, they 

packed up the home they had lived in for 40 years & 

WELCOME FROM RACHEL 

CHURCH ELDER.  
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headed off down the motorway. Moving day itself was   

bittersweet for the whole family, made more poignant for 

me & my brothers because restrictions meant we couldn’t 

go back to our childhood home to ‘say goodbye’. To some 

extent it felt like our roots had been taken away & whilst I 

was incredibly grateful to have them so close there was a 

strong feeling of loss. 

 

Of course, no house, or building can ever be our true 

home, Jesus reminds us that he comes from another 

house, that he has returned there now & is preparing a 

room for us (John 14:2). Similarly, in Hebrews we are   

given this reminder “For this world is not our permanent 

home; we are looking forward to a home yet to 

come” (Hebrews 13: 14 NLT). 

 

When we become part of Jesus’ family, we also become 

part of his Kingdom, the Kingdom of God & no matter 

what happens in this world & how lost we may feel we can 

take comfort that we have a home beyond what we can 

see here on earth. 

 

So, as we start to cautiously move out of lockdown &   

possibly venture out of our homes & away from the     

comfort & security they may have provided over the last 

year, let’s do so in the confidence that comes from a     

relationship with Christ & the knowledge that He is our 

true home & shelter & He comes with us wherever we go. 

 

Rachel Edwards 
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 Reflections from Jim following our recent 
Church meeting 

The discussion on our ministerial vacancy, at our recent 

zoom meeting, reminded me that the United Reformed 

Church is a pioneering denomination. Its initial objective 

was to unite the reformed churches - a mammoth          

undertaking! It has successfully brought together English     

Presbyterian, English Welsh and Scottish                     

Congregationalist, and Churches of Christ. Also, the URC 

rejoices  in being part of more than 400 Local Ecumenical 

Partnerships - is this an aspect that we should be actively 

exploring? 

The URC is committed to theological and cultural diversity, 

and seeks to hold together a wide variety of theological 

understandings, valuing the different insights to help the 

church to understand the wonder of God. Yes, the URC is 

a pioneering denomination, and God willing Groby URC 

could be part of this pioneering spirit. 

Jim    
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The Prayer Hub gave us  

Space to Pray, to Think, to Be. 

It has provided a safe place for 

those wanting to come out of their 

homes, to be in quietness, and 

where the only  distractions are the 

written prayers of others.  Many of 

us have really appreciated what it 

has offered.  We are very grateful 

to Ruth and Joy for their creative 

time and energy, and their faithful 

maintenance with regard to the 

prayer hub since last October.   

Kathy & Elders 

 

A big and grateful thank you to Joy and Ruth for their 

faithfulness and fortitude in opening and closing the   

Prayer Hub every day during lockdown.   

A place of warmth , light, serenity and peace where we 

could just  Be and Pray for any of the issues of the Church 

as came to mind from the pointers on the tables  also 

keeping the community of our Church at its Centre  

God Bless you Both.   Kay 

I have found from past experience 

that when God puts a task on your 

heart, the implementation is a real 

pleasure. 

 
Blessings, Joy 
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Christian Aid Week  
10-16th May 2021 

 

 

Many thanks to everyone who has helped with Christian 

Aid Week, delivering envelopes, displaying posters,     

helping with the service and donating so generously to this 

year’s appeal. 

To date  (20th May) £1,375 has been donated via our Just 

Giving page and a further £2,922 via envelopes. This gives 

a Churches Together in Groby total of £4,297 with a further 

£803 gift aid to be added for declarations completed. 

A fantastic total, well exceeding our target of £3,000. 

 

Mary, Trevor, Julie Punter, Rev’d Ed and Rev’d Noel will 

continue to walk throughout May as part of their 300,000 

steps challenge. Follow their progress on:  

 

https://www.facebook.com/CTGChristianAidWeek2021/ 

 

 

 

Mary & Trevor ready for 

their day’s walk! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/CTGChristianAidWeek2021/
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The JustGiving page will remain active until the end of the 

month and will still be able to take donations on behalf of 

the Campaign.  

 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/

ctgchristianaidweek2021 

 
Thank you everyone for your support. 

 

Mary and Trevor Pringle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of the Reformed Ramblers adding water droplets to 

the display at St Philip & St James church whilst out on 

their walk during Christian Aid week.  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ctgchristianaidweek2021
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ctgchristianaidweek2021
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‘Prophecy’ 

We’ve recently looked at prophecy and will continue to look 

at the Psalms. We are seeing that prophecy is a continuing 

gift from God. This month we start Revelation which is   

prophetic and says of itself :-  “ Blessed is he who reads 

and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep 

those things which are written in it; for the time is near.” 

Let’s prepare to be blessed! 

 

June 6th   How do we hear God today ? Comfort,           

Exhortation,  Encouragement.    Wendy  

13th:  Rev. Chapter 1.  Introduction to the book of         

Revelation.    Kevan  

20th:  Rev.  Chapters   2 & 3   Letters to the 7 churches.   

Gary Wood.  

27th:  Rev.  Chapters.  4 & 5 John and the heavenly  

throne.   Kevan  

Kevan will lead us in Communion during the service on the 

13th June.  Please remember to bring your own           

Communion elements if you wish to take part.  In order to 

be Covid compliant, we will be unable to supply them.  

Our services will now be in our church building, at 10 am.  

We may have to restrict numbers to ensure social           

distancing, but a recording of the service will be available 

on our Church Facebook page at the end of the service. 

S U N D AY  M O R N I N G  

T E AC H I N G  A N D  

R E AD I N G S  F O R  

J U N E  
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Zoom prayers will be held on Thursday 3rd 

and Thursday 16th June at 8.00 pm 

Elders will send an email nearer to each date 
which will contain a link so you can access 
these meetings via zoom.  

P 

R 

A 

Y 

Praise Jukebox will be taking a break for now.   

Our thanks to Trevor & Mary for the sterling 

work they have done, to help us keep praising  

through our long ‘lockdown’ 

We will miss our date with the Jukebox.             

Keep Praising !  

 Welcome Elder Media 

30th May Dave & Hilary Mark Mark 

6th Joy & Peter Rachel Barry 

13th Sue & Mike Trevor Phil 

20th Mary Pringle Kathy Dave 

27th  Margaret Chaplin Mark Barry 

Sunday’s Helping Hands in June 

“The Clean Team!” Week beginning…. 

24th May - Sue LB  14th June - ‘Our Chores’ 

31st May - Kathy   21st June - Dave & Hilary 

7th June - Joy & Pat  28th June - Linda 
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 Our refuge 

I have received my ‘Care for the family’ newsletter in the 

post today. Inside was a card with a bible verse. 

“I will take refuge in the shadow of your wings until the  

disaster has passed” Psalm 57. 

This year has been incredibly difficult for lots of people. I 

am grateful to have had my little family and work as a   

welcome distraction from the unprecedented events of this 

year. For some, this pandemic has been physically and 

emotionally draining as well as incredibly isolating.  This 

verse reminds me that we should place our faith and trust 

in the one who gave his life for us that we may have      

everlasting life. If he can do that for us, then we can surely 

be rest assured that he will shelter us from any storm we 

may experience.  

God bless to you all.  

Rachel Parker 

 

 

 

Emilia & Noah 

Rachel’s ‘little family’   

enjoying a slime throwing 

competition!  
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 Open the Book  

As we are still unable to go into 

schools to present bible stories the 

team have continued with filming,    

using Ratby church as a venue for 

this. Thanks go to Mike Pratt for his 

filming and editing skills.  

With the recent lifting of some restrictions a larger team 

was able to meet to film two stories which will be shown to 

all four schools after half term. 

The King Who Would Not Listen, based on Jeremiah 36 

required an extensive amount of acting, an angry King was 

brilliantly portrayed by Rev Ed, frightened guards and a 

holy spirit filled Jeremiah made for a memorable story  

ending with God’s message of everlasting love and        

forgiveness. 

We hope and pray that the group will be allowed to return 

to face to face presentations in September, and your  

prayers for this to happen will be appreciated. 

Chris Davies 
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Eldership & other opportunities to serve 

As I write today (Sunday 23rd May) we have just had our 

first service in our church building since December 2020.  It 

was immensely pleasing to witness the ordination and     

induction of two elders.   Sue Lawrence-

Brooks is a previously ordained elder who has 

already served six years.  She has continued  

to serve in the church as a non serving elder 

in many roles - notably yChurch and the Prayer Box team.   

Rachel Edwards is a new elder for us, a busy Mum of    

Megan whilst working full-time.  The     

elders are  delighted to welcome both to 

the leadership team, where they will bring 

their particular gifts, experience and focus 

to enrich our direction of travel.  

Within the URC, ordination of an elder is 

for life - so once an elder, always an     

elder.  There are many in our congregation who have 

served as elders previously.  Phil has, of course, served as 

an elder more than anyone else, clocking up 22 years (and 

still a young ‘un), narrowly beating Owen Hedges who  

completed 21 years.   

Soon to be joining these ranks of non-serving elders is  

Trevor, who steps down as serving  elder at the end of 

June after 7 years.  Our thanks to him for his faithful       

service, and  particularly agreeing to stay 

for an additional year when elder’s    

elections were postponed last June.  I’m 

sure we will continue to benefit from   

Trevor's many skills in the months and 

years ahead.   
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What is an elder?  According to the URC website:   

“In the United Reformed Church, the eldership of a local 

congregation is a significant ministry – the Elders share 

responsibility, with the Minister of Word and Sacraments, 

for the spiritual oversight of the congregation. The Elders’ 

meeting is intended to be a distinctive and vital part of 

every URC congregation – with the Elders collectively 

possessing the abilities, skills and spiritual gifts of      

leadership.  

At its best, the Elders’ meeting is at the heart of every  

local congregation, providing impetus and positive        

influence on the mission, witness and service of the 

church. In short, Elders play an essential role in enabling 

the congregation to live fruitful lives as God’s people.”   

 

Our next  Elders elections are not until January 2022, but 

anytime is a good time to consider these things - either 

for yourself, or for someone you feel might be called to 

this role.  Ask any of the elders (or non-serving elders) if 

you want to chat about this.  

 

 Its important, though, for all of us to consider where our 

gifting lies.  Romans 12:4-6 , “For just as each of us has 

one body with many members, and these members do 

not all have the same function, so in Christ we, though 

many, form one body, and each member belongs to all 

the others. We have different gifts, according to the grace 

given to each of us.”  Take some time to consider what 

your gift is and where it can be used for the benefit of the 

body of Christ.  Whether preaching, admin, youth work, 

cleaning - each is as important as the other in building up 

the body.  

                                                                   Kathy  
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Like much of the singing world, Groby Sings is still in limbo 

with regards to singing together in person and it looks to be 

that way for the near future at least.  However, it’s been 

amazing how, over this past year, people have made great 

efforts to adapt to our new world by embracing the technol-

ogy of video conferencing for business and social meetings, 

quizzes and, of course, virtual choirs. 

 

Locally, Leicester-Shire Music Education Hub has brought 

together virtual choirs in Leicestershire with A Million 

Dreams for school children (which included one of our very 

own young Groby Singers) and Leics Sing! both of which 

can be viewed via their website and on YouTube.  The    

latest virtual event from the Hub is called Make Your Own 

Kind of Music, which will bring back memories of The      

Mamas and The Papas or Paloma Faith, depending on 

which musical era you identify with.  Choirs and singers 

throughout the county were invited to join this venture and 

several Groby Singers have enjoyed taking part in group 

singing again even with the limitations of Zoom.  Those of 

us who were brave enough to send in a voice recording are 

looking forward to hearing the finished track and accompa-

nying video later this month. 

 

We at Groby Sings know that music and singing is uplifting 

for our mood and general wellbeing and this has been 

borne out by scientific studies as illustrated in 3 excellent 

BBC programmes to be found on BBC iPlayer called ‘Our 

Dementia Choir’ presented by Vicky McLure (otherwise  
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known to ‘Line of Duty’ followers as DI Kate Fleming).  This  

choir of people living with dementia (the youngest being 

only 31)  was formed before the pandemic in Nottingham, 

the hometown of both Vicky and our own Groby Sings 

founder and former conductor, Helen Hayes.  Vicky    

wanted to form this choir as a result of witnessing her    

beloved grandmother’s dementia journey.  A large box of 

tissues is required to watch these programmes but they 

illustrate so well how music therapy makes such a          

difference and brings comfort to people whose lives have 

been changed by illness. 

 
June L Ward 
 
Groby Sings is a Registered Charity no. 1180490   
 
 
 
 
 

The Reformed Ramblers - enjoying the bluebells in    

Martinshaw woods a couple of weeks ago.  Please speak 

to Kathy if you would like to join us one week.  The walks 

are usually 

1 - 1
1/2 

hours long 

- a chance 

for ladies  

to get      

together for 

a walk and 

a catchup! 
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 Now here’s an idea for some of you cyclists to get 
behind!  
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      July / August issue   

Deadline SAT 20th June 2021 

Please submit articles to magazine@grobyurc.com by the 

above date, preferred via email. 

This magazine is published in print and on the church 

website, grobyurc.com.  If you would like to be added or         

removed from the paper copy distribution list or the 

monthly hyperlink email list, please let Mark or Kathy 

know. 

     F O R T H C O M I N G  D AT E S  

Church Prayer meetings in June via zoom are at  

8pm,  on Thursday 3rd and Thursday 16th.  A link to 

access these events will be sent out via email near to 

the date. 

Our church meeting is planned for Tuesday June 

29th at 7.30 pm.  More details to be sent out nearer 

the time.  Please remember this in your prayers.  

 

 



20 

 

CONTACTS 
MINISTER:  Vacancy 

SECRETARY CONTACT : Sue Lawrence-Brooks 
0116 231 2866 / susanbeverley46@yahoo.co.uk 

YOUTH AND CHILDREN'S WORKER:  Vacancy. 

CHURCH HALL BOOKINGS:  Jane Hinds 07530 
957022 / janesnips@hotmail.com 

 

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP  

Our Sunday morning services are now in the church 
building at 10 am.  We follow Covid-19 regulations, 
which includes face covering, social distancing &  one 
way flows.  Services are recorded and then broadcast    
afterwards via our Church Facebook page.              
Our worship includes monthly Holy Communion and 
we are asking people to bring their own Communion 
elements on these occasions to be Covid compliant.   

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 

Our weekly activities are currently suspended due to 
Covid 19, but normally include parent and toddler 
groups, children and youth activities, Fair Cuppa at the 
Groby Village Hall and Groby Tasters.  Some of these 
activities run as part of ‘Churches Together in Groby’. 

Home groups offer support  during the week—speak 
to one of the elders for details.  

The church building has a loop hearing system, 
wheelchair access, a toilet for the  disabled & baby 

nappy changing facilities. 

Groby United Reformed Church 

member: Evangelical Alliance UK 

www.grobyurc.com, LE6 0FE 

 


