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TWEET 
From Rachel 

Hiscocks 

 

In July - Harley Euden, Emilia Parker, Luca Fracchia 

In August - Pimmi Coaton 

Happy Birthday to You 

May the Good Lord Bless You  

Sue Lawrence-Brooks 
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It is a pleasure to welcome you to this July / August      

edition of Contact, in part, because I know what’s in it!  

There are some really interesting articles which tell of 

some very creative and resourceful people.  Thank you to 

all who have sent in articles and allowed me to use their 

photos. 

One of the articles I found fascinating allows us to see 

how God uses many people, not necessarily at the same 

time, but over a period of several years, to bring about 

something good.  How a ‘God-coincidence’ (a God wink s 

mentioned in the article) plays its part.  It’s a simple story 

of how the cross in the hall came to be, with the bible text 

now adorning it. It speaks of one, two, three people acting 

in response to a ‘prompt’, an idea,  and others being     

involved some years later to take the idea to the next step.  

It would be interesting to know how the cross and bible 

verse speaks to people that see it in the weeks, months, 

years to come.  We might not know - but we have to    

consider that seeds sown are thriving underground before 

we get to see the growth.  The important thing is that 

those seeds find  moisture and nutrients so that the      

hidden roots can grow. 

As we begin services and meeting in our lovely church 

building again, with all its repairs, maintenance and fresh 

paint, where are we hoping to see growth?  The growth 

may be hidden from us and therefore difficult to measure.  

It may be deep within some of us, and visible as fruit of 

the spirit (Galatians 5: 22-23) which we will see in time.  It 

may be numerical growth, spiritual growth with growing 

awareness of where God is working.  We of course, pray 

WELCOME FROM KATHY 

CHURCH ELDER.  
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and hope for all these things; they are all good things for a 

church to desire.   

We pray and hope that God is working in each of us, urging 

us to become more Christ-centred - more like Him.  As He 

works within us, within His Church, we should look to see 

where else He is working.  It is great that we have such a 

wonderful building to meet, but as we have seen over the 

past year, our building is not essential to our faith - the early 

believers only moved into a building when Christianity 

spread to more northern climes.  You could say our building 

is a luxury that supports the work - and one which mustn’t 

tie us down or hinder the potential for growth.  We need to 

look upward (towards God) and outward (to our fellow      

humans).  

“The Christian faith is predominantly relational.  We are 

to be rooted in a person” (Rewilding the Church by Steve 

Aisthorpe).  Aisthorpe quotes Paul’s letter to Colossians 

‘Let your roots grow down into Him,(ie. Jesus) and let 

your lives be built on Him’ (Colossians 2:7). 

The Christian faith is built on the simple invitation made to 

all of us, by Christ, to ‘follow me’.  And its only when we can 

sincerely and authentically accept that gracious and free 

invitation, steeped in absolute forgiveness, that we can    

realise our true potential as followers of Christ. Its only 

when we are deeply rooted in Christ, with our eyes firmly on 

God, that we can ensure our outward relationships are right.   

We continue to wait on God, to understand what our next 

step is, what He has in store for us, where we should be 

looking to see Him already working.  Meanwhile, are you 

feeling a ‘prompt’, an idea that won’t go away.  Are there 

any ‘God winks’ you’re aware of but don’t know what to do 

with.  If so, talk to God.  Talk to one of your brothers or    
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sisters because if it is of God, the same prompt and wink will  

be seen by others.  This is what we should expect. 

I pray that each of us will have a great summer of rest, fun 

and recuperation from a difficult year.  Pray for each other, 

and look to God for the ‘wink’. 

 

God Bless 

Kathy 

 

The Reformed Ramblers 
One idea that grew during lock-

down - a couple of us realised 

that there were some ladies in 

our fellowship who wanted to 

walk on some of our local foot-

paths, but didn’t want to go on 

their own.  A couple of others 

thought this was something they could get involved with 

hence, the Reformed Ramblers was born.  When possible, 

we have walked most Thursdays, occasionally only three or 

four of us, sometimes six.  Altogether, there have been 

about 10 ladies join us at  different times.  It has been a 

chance to walk in company, find some new routes, and get 

to know each other a little more, particularly when meeting 

indoors was not allowed.  

The ‘Let’s Walk Groby’ promoted by Hinkley & Bosworth, will 

resume  meeting at the village hall on July  8th for regular 

walks on Thursdays, so its perhaps time to pause our little 

group for now.  However, I hope that we will be able to      

organise walking together every so often.  Get in touch with 

me, Kathy, if you want to know of any planned walks.  Sue 

Annable hosts a WhatsApp group. Get in touch with her if 

you would like to join the conversation.  
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                     FAIR CUPPA 

    is being re-started on a trial basis on  

Thursday 1st July at the Village Hall,  10.30 to 12.00 noon 

The format will be different from before: 

* we shall be in the large room, to accommodate 25 guests 

* there will be no walkers allowed at the same time 

* you must sign in and anti bac as you enter the hall 

* you must wear face masks except when seated 

* table service is mandatory 

* tables and chairs will be cleaned before and after the event 

 The rules have been set by the Village Hall Committee, 

and reflect a commitment to ensure everyone’s safety. 

  

Please come along and see how we go! 

 For further information contact Elizabeth Jarvis 0116 287 6110 

 

FAIR CUPPA ROTA 

1 July Violet & Elizabeth 

8 July Linda S & Pat 

15 July Elizabeth & Hilary 

22 July P K Earing & Janet 

29 July Peter & Enid 

5 Aug Margaret & Romaine 

12 Aug Linda & John N 

19 Aug Connie & Beryl 

26 Aug Violet & Elizabeth 
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In Celebration of Joan’s Life 

21st March 1931 - 29th May 2021 

A summary of the Eulogy given at Joan’s funeral on    

Tuesday 15th June, by her son, David.  

Joan was born 1931 in Torquay,  liv-

ing there with her parents, brother 

and sister.  At the outbreak of the 2nd 

World War, the family moved to 

Wrexham and lived with Joan’s 

grandma whilst her dad was away 

with the war. She had already        

developed a passion for reading,  

knitting and sewing, and her grandma 

proved very able at honing Joan’s 

knitting skills in particular. It was   

during this time at school, she learnt 

Welsh and a love of music. Leaving 

school at 15 to find employment, 

Joan’s real passion was for nursing and she  became an 

SRN at Hereford County Hospital in 1952 at the age of 21.                                                                    

Meeting John at a Town Hall dance, they married in July 

1952 in Wrexham.  They had two children, 6 grand children 

and 6 great grand-

children and were 

very proud of them 

all.  After  various 

house moves John 

and Joan        

eventually moved 

to Groby.  
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 Joan had a very     

active life and busy 

mind, with plenty of 

energy and              

determination - even 

going to the USA to 

visit her sister when 

aged 88.              

“Mum told us on many  

occasions in recent 

months - I've had a 

good life, a happy life and I'm not afraid - she urged us all 

not to be sad. Her parting advice for us all was never get 

into debt and always look on the bright side".” 

And from Kathy - John and Joan were much loved members 

of our congregation.  They came into membership in 2003, 

and though John died in 2011, Joan  continued playing an 

active role in church life with the  knitting group she started,  

preparing the communion table, and day time homegroup/ 

bible studies.  Even after we had agreed to replace our    

annual  Christmas Shoe box appeal, she continued        

supporting it through the knitting group.  

Wanting local children to benefit, she   

ensured the  boxes were taken to  

Leicester Cathedral for distribution. Joan 

also provided a knitted cardigan to every 

new  baby at Noah’s Ark.   

She had great faith in our Lord and was 

kind with people in many ways.  We will 

indeed miss her.   
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 Minion & the Euden family 
help us through         

Lockdown’  

Believe it or not, it’s actually 

been a year since we sent our 

Minion off on his holiday with 

Teddy following his final     

outing. 

At the start of the first        

lockdown, my car went in for 

its MOT and I was given the 

surprising news that it was 

dangerous and had to be 

scrapped. As a result, we had a big empty space on our 

driveway. We decided this would be a great opportunity to 

do a display at the front of our house to cheer people up 

when they were out taking part in their daily exercise. 

Hence the Minion idea was created. 

Harley had a giant   

Minion from the film 

‘Despicable Me’ and we 

decided it would be fun 

to dress the Minion up 

each day to say “thank 

you” to our Key Workers 

and to make people 

smile. Minion, with the 

help of Teddy, became 

a garbage collector, 

doctor, midwife, pilot,    

teacher, telecommuni-

cations worker,         
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mechanic, Minister, 

farmer and cleaner 

amongst many other    

occupations.  Minion also 

supported Christian aid 

week, Captain Sir Tom 

Moore, VE Day and St 

George’s Day. 

We had great fun every  

evening creating the   

Minion for the next day. 

We used Harley and 

Kezi’s clothes, resources 

and dressing up clothes 

from Martinshaw Pre-

school (where I work) and Craig’s Handyman skills. We 

were so happy with the positive response we received and 

were delighted when people were walking past our house 

each day to see what   

Minion was up to.       

Hopefully he’ll continue to 

make you smile when you 

see the photographs we 

took each day. 

Stacey, Craig, Harley and 
Kezi 
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‘Psalms’ 

During July and August we will be returning to the psalms. 

Each preacher has been given a psalm but also told that if 

the Lord prompts them, to feel free to follow His guidance. 

Wendy. 

 

July 4th:   Psalm 4.   Hear me when I call -  Wendy  

11th:  Psalm 8:  How excellent is your name - Richard    

Lindop  

18th:  Psalm 16:  Victory in Jesus - John Filsak 

25th:  Psalm 17:  I shall be satisfied when I awake in your 

likeness - John Coffey 

Aug. 1st:  Psalm 18:  The Lord Lives - Malcolm Clarke 

8th:  Psalm 19:  The Heavens declare the glory of God - 

Jane Henderson 

15th:  Psalm 22:  The King upon the cross - Jim Coaton 

22nd:  Psalm 23:  The Lord’s my Shepherd - John Hall 

29th:  Psalm 25:  Lead me in your truth and teach me - 

Dave Lomas 

We will celebrate Communion during the services on July 

4th and August 1st.  Please remember to bring your own           

Communion elements if you wish to take part.  In order to 

be Covid compliant, we will be unable to supply them.  

S U N D AY  M O R N I N G  

T E AC H I N G  A N D  

R E AD I N G S  F O R  

J U LY  &  AU G .   
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Prayers will continue on Thursdays at 8 pm once a 

fortnight.  On July 1st, 15th, 29th and August 12th 

and 26th.                                                              

Elders will send an email nearer to each date with 

the access link.   

P 

R 

A 

Y 

 Welcome Elder Media 

July 4th Linda Kathy Tim 

11th Kathy Sue Mark 

18th Sue LB Kathy Barry 

25th Ruth Sue Dave 

Aug.1st  Hilary Smith Mark Phil 

8th Joy Rachel Mark 

15th  Sue & Mike Kathy Tim 

22nd Mary Sue Barry 

29th  Barbs Lomas Mark Dave 

Sunday’s Helping Hands in July & Aug. 

“The Clean Team!” Week beginning…. 

5th July - Barbara C 2nd Aug. -  Kathy 

12th July - ‘Our Chores’   9th Aug - ‘Our Chores’ 

19th July - Sue Annable  16th Aug - TBC 

26th July -  Sue LB  23rd Aug - TBC 

    30th Aug - TBC 
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Me, Myself & I 

I’ve been asked to write this article about how I spent my 

time during the Pandemic year. Sue & I are very fortunate, 

we are still in good health, enjoy each other’s company and 

have a pleasant house and garden to work and relax in. 

Like everyone else, though, we still had plenty of time on 

our hands during the year.                                                

I’ve always loved taking photos and when computers came 

along, enjoyed playing around with graphics which, in turn, 

led me into designing websites. Now in retirement, I’ve built 

up a small online business producing photo montages of 

towns & cities (@MPWorldsApart). Having made a few  

simple videos in previous years, it was not until the start of 

the Pandemic that I really began to get the most out of a 

new video programme that I’d purchased to replace an  

outdated windows version.                                                            

Now, one or two of you may have seen some of my videos, 

perhaps read an article in the Spotlight Magazine, or even 

heard me being interviewed on the radio a couple of times 

(once with Sue). Once lockdown started, I couldn’t stop  

myself from going from one video to the next. The ideas 

just kept coming and I didn’t have enough hours in the day 

to produce them.                                                                   

I’ve tried to make the videos fun and, in a way, challenging 

myself to make something different. I started with a series 

of animated postcards and by the end of the year a series 

of animated Christmas Cards. In between, I only had the 

house and garden to work with, so I managed to make use 

of every space and room possible. I’m not musically    

minded, so that’s where Sue stepped in to help out. We 

made a couple of music videos between us, a version of 

Bohemian Rhapsody (‘Bohemian Lockdown’) and one of  

Cliff Richard’s  Congratulations (‘The Vaccination’) and       
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managed to raise over £600 for the NHS Charities          

Together. We also made a litter awareness Christmas song 

to the tune of Jingle Bells (‘Litter Louts’) and I did a version 

based on John Lennon’s ‘Imagine’.                                             

Always trying to think of something   different led me to the 

idea of having a conversation with myself. Could I do this? 

How do you do this? What can I say to myself? The    

questions wouldn’t go away, so I had to think up situations 

to see if I could achieve this. Again, this is where Sue was 

needed to be my invisible partner. So, several videos were 

made with two Mikes talking to each other (me & myself). 

But I had to go further – let’s try and bring three Mikes    

together, which I did (me, myself & I).                                  

But even 

that    

wasn’t 

enough. 

Could I 

pass 

something 

from one 

Mike to 

the other 

Mike? 

Yes, I found a way. Could I play cards with my other self? 

Could I even play chess? Could three Mikes play around 

with the Rubik’s cube? Yes, I managed to make this      

happen.  But could I go beyond three of me?   How about a 

Zoom meeting with six Mikes! Yes, a version of the now 

infamous Handforth Parish  Council meeting was created 

(‘Zooming Heck’!). And while I was at it, a re-make of Sue 

and my Bohemian video, based around a zoom meeting 

with, again, the six Mikes (‘Zooming Rhapsody’).  
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 I’ve certainly enjoyed my lockdown journey and I’m sure 

there are still a few more videos in me yet. Perhaps more 

of me, myself & I, who knows.  

But one thing’s for sure, it’s made me realise why God 

made us all different in the first place. God created every 

one of us with unique features, personalities and traits. 

Just imagine what a chaotic world we would live in today if 

there were multiple copies of ourselves! 

 

Mike Pratt  (www.facebook.com/mikefromgroby) 

Churches Together in Groby Walkers signing off! 

We have come to the end of our Christian Aid 300,000 

steps in May challenge. The Churches Together in    

Groby Team have walked over 1,839,315 steps! (Many 

more if you count our four legged friends). Our target 

was 1,500,000 steps. We would like to say thank you to 

everyone who has supported us this month through    

donations, delivering envelopes, agreeing to be drop off 

points and of course praying.  

http://www.facebook.com/mikefromgroby
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 ‘The church has been a     
refuge for me’  

says Geovanna (pictured here with her family) 

God calls us to welcome refugees.  (Leviticus 19:33-34)  

The local 

churches in 

Colombia 

have been 

doing just 

that.  Five  

million         

Venezuelans 

have made 

journeys, by 

canoe and foot through     dangerous  terrain, to flee the  

economic and political crisis that’s devastated their country. 

Nearly 2 million of them fled to neighbouring Colombia. 

However, Instead of being welcome, many have been met 

with discrimination and abuse. But the local church is  

working to change that.  

Over the past few years, Tearfund have been working with 

local churches, as part of ‘As born among us’ campaign 

including recent on-line training with more that 300 church 

leaders, exploring how they can provide a welcome for   

migrants and refugees and work to support them.   

Pastor Oscar René Guevara Rodríguez, attended the  

Tearfund training and says “What struck me the most in 

what I saw of the training was the needs of the migrants.  It 

has taught me to love them more.  We see the hand of God 

working through us with the help that we can give them, 

spiritually, physically and materially”.                                       
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“Through the     

training we received 

with Tearfund, we 

found a God of 

love, a God who 

loves the migrant,’ 

says    Pastor 

Jaime Alonso Silva 

Rincón pictured here.  ‘The teachings that inspire us the 

most are compassion, mercy, the love of Christ – to know 

that Christ himself, as a child, was a foreigner”.  

Geovanna shares that her journey to Colombia was 

‘traumatic’. But the local church has been a refuge for her, 

providing her with counselling to help her process the    

trauma of leaving their life behind. “Now that people know 

me, I have not felt humiliation or rejection. I have also met 

many good-hearted people who have reached out to both 

me and my children’.  She says ‘The church has been a  

refuge for me… For example this mosquito net to protect 

children from mosquitoes, the church gave it to me. During 

the pandemic, they helped us with a food basket every 

month.” The church has also been helping Andres,          

Geovanna’s son. “In church I feel good. I go and seek the 

word of God,’ he shares. ‘I feel good in every way because I 

am not looking for anything bad, just looking for God – he is 

the one who keeps 

me and takes care 

of me.” 

Geovanna with her   

family inside her 

home.  
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Yalitza and her 

family are also 

Venezuelan        

migrants trying to 

make a new life in          

Colombia.  Their 

home is  next to a 

river that carries 

sewage 

“It is very, very hard 

to leave your country and go to another place… it is too 

hard… it is as if a little piece was torn away from you,’ 

shares Yalitza, who fled Venezuela. ‘The church has      

supported me especially spiritually... and they’ve supported 

me with food. My son had no way to study, and they also 

supported me in that. It is a very great support. Ithank God.”  

The project has also contributed to policy changes.  As a 

coalition of churches and migrant organisations, their     

campaign has led to 24,000 children being granted         

Columbian nationality.  

A new mobile phone app has recently been launched that 

that helps migrants find local  churches and organisations 

that can, alongside daily devotions and information about 

their rights.      Please pray. 

• Praise God for how local churches in Colombia are   

welcoming Venezuelan migrants and refugees and   

supporting them as they settle in their communities.  

• Many Venezuelan migrants and refugees still find it    

difficult to find work and stable employment, especially 

during the coronavirus pandemic. Pray they will be able 

to find jobs that will help lift their families out of poverty.       

Kathy 
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The story behind the cross in our church hall 

The cross on the wall in the church hall has been there for 

some years.  Did you ever wonder how it came to be there.  

It now has a bible verse alongside it.  I asked a couple of 

people to explain. 

From Tim  

I have to admit that it was myself who thought we perhaps 

should have a cross in the hall. My thoughts were that all 

the people coming into our church for tasters, the           

gardening club, helpers for the children’s work and anyone 

hiring the hall for birthday parties etc. should be in no doubt 

that we are a church, that we worship a risen Lord and live 

our lives by and through the grace of a risen savour. It 

seemed to me that the best way of proclaiming our Lord 

without lecturing people was perhaps to have a symbol, to 

me an empty cross speaks volumes of all our Lord has 

done, and is doing every day in each of our lives. Also, it’s 

a symbol that most people will recognise and equate to a 

Christian Church. 

I remember sharing my thoughts with a number of people 

at church, Dave Smith and Lewis McKenzie agreeing with 

the idea. Dave going on to provide the wood, he and Lewis 

then together making the cross. Once the cross was made, 

I can remember them delivering it to me. I was absolutely 

thrilled with what they had managed to do with the old 

wood that Dave had been storing. All that remained to be 

done then once I received the cross were the finishing 

touches of sanding, and varnishing, which I was able to do.  

Once completed I believe Dave, Peter Russell, and I had a 

hand in hanging the cross in the Hall. It was what you may 

call a real team effort from my original idea, to our Lord’s 

cross sitting beautifully upon the wall in the hall. 
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 All the team had agreed that we needed a Bible verse for 

under the cross once it had been lifted on to the hall wall. 

Lewis and Sue McKenzie together sent me a verse that 

they thought might be fitting, though we were uncertain at 

the time as to which verse should be used.   Tim 

And From Sue LB 

To continue the story: 

When it was agreed, in early 

Spring this year, that the 

church hall needed a long 

overdue facelift, it seemed to 

be the ideal opportunity to 

add a Bible verse next to the 

cross as the team had     

originally intended. 

We were not at all sure who 

to ask to apply the verse high 

up on this wall  - certainly 

none of us were qualified to 

undertake such a task. 

Our problem was solved when Joy, quite by chance ( a God 

Wink??) came across a local professional sign writer in the 

car park at Bradgate Park, who as we later  discovered,   

also happens to be an evangelical Christian. 

In less than a month,  the lettering was in place. 

The primary reason for choosing John 3 v16 is that it is the 

very essence of the gospel message and has the potential 

to be a powerful witness to our community as our building 

gradually opens up again to the people of Groby and       

beyond. 
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However, I would also like it to be acknowledged as a gift 

in memory of David who became a Christian after hearing 

this verse explained to him as a young man. 

As it was a blessing to him, may it also be a blessing to 

others.   

Sue Lawrence-Brooks 

 

 

A summary of Rev. Ed’s Ramblings  

I have in front of my name titles that I have worked very 

hard for. After 8 years of study, first as an undergraduate 

and then a graduate, I was awarded my doctorate and 

could change my title to Dr. It was the culmination of my 

dream of being a research scientist and meant so much to 

me.                                                                                

However, for all that these titles are important to me, they 

pale into insignificance next to another ‘title’ I bear. The 

importance of it struck me again afresh just this morning 

and it is a title that I haven’t earned, I haven’t striven for 

with years of work and effort. It is a title I bear just because 

of who I am and it is one of the most important names I 

bear. Can you guess what it is? It is ‘Daddy’.                

Daddy is my most important title and I think it is perhaps so 

for God too, for it speaks of the depth of love he has for us 

as his children. It speaks of the intimacy of relationship he 

wants to have with us. So let us celebrate the joy of being 

God’s children and being brothers and sisters therefore 

with one another. In so doing let us always love God and 

one another with the depth of relationship we are blessed 

with in the power of God’s Spirit.                                    

God bless  all.   Rev. Ed 
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      September issue   

Deadline SAT August 21st 2021 

Please submit articles to magazine@grobyurc.com by the 

above date, preferred via email. 

This magazine is published in print and on the church 

website, grobyurc.com.  If you would like to be added or         

removed from the paper copy distribution list or the 

monthly hyperlink email list, please let Mark or Kathy 

know. 

     F O R T H C O M I N G  D AT E S  

Church Prayer meetings in July and August, via 

zoom are at  8pm,  on Thursday 1st, 15th  and 29th 

July, and 12th and 26th August.   A link to access 

these events will be sent out via email near to the 

date. 
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CONTACTS 
MINISTER:  Vacancy 

SECRETARY CONTACT : Sue Lawrence-Brooks 
0116 231 2866 / susanbeverley46@yahoo.co.uk 

YOUTH AND CHILDREN'S WORKER:  Vacancy. 

CHURCH HALL BOOKINGS:  Jane Hinds 07530 
957022 / janesnips@hotmail.com 

 

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP  

Our Sunday morning services are now in the church 
building at 10 am.  We follow Covid-19 regulations, 
which includes face covering, social distancing &  one 
way flows.  Services are recorded and then broadcast    
afterwards via our Church Facebook page.              
Our worship includes monthly Holy Communion and 
we are asking people to bring their own Communion 
elements on these occasions to be Covid compliant.   

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 

Our weekly activities are currently suspended due to 
Covid 19, but normally include parent and toddler 
groups, children and youth activities, Fair Cuppa at the 
Groby Village Hall and Groby Tasters.  Some of these 
activities run as part of ‘Churches Together in Groby’. 

Home groups offer support  during the week—speak 
to one of the elders for details.  

The church building has a loop hearing system, 
wheelchair access, a toilet for the  disabled & baby 

nappy changing facilities. 

Groby United Reformed Church 

member: Evangelical Alliance UK 

www.grobyurc.com, LE6 0FE 

 


