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        Happy Birthday to You 
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Welcome to the September issue of Contact. 

Firstly, may I say how wonderful it has been to be meeting 

back in church! Great though the technology is that has 

allowed us to meet on line, it hardly compares with the joy 

of meeting together with our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Just this last week, as I write, I had the privilege of meet-

ing with some of you and with Jim and Christine's family to 

celebrate the life of our dear sister Christine. Just a couple 

of days before, Jim had preached at church and during his 

introduction, described Christine as "always there to    

support me".  This rang bells for me, as I had been    

thinking about Chris and my overwhelming memory is of 

her and Jim sitting on the blue sofa in church and Chris 

smiling, loving, supporting and encouraging me after 

preaching. She was a truly remarkable and wonderful   

lady!   It was the most celebratory funeral I have ever had 

the honour of attending. 

At our recent church meeting there was some rumbling 

and grumbling about preaching and the preaching series 

we have followed through the last few months. I'm hoping 

that there will soon be opportunities to talk about the     

future/ direction of our church, but in the meantime please 

feel free to talk to those of us who preach, or to any elder 

about any vision you may have about where we are going. 

As I'm writing, I can't help but reflect upon what is happen-

ing globally. The news is full of dreadful images from     

Afghanistan and Haiti.  Forest fires across the world, 

starving and homeless men, women and children.      

WELCOME FROM KEVAN 

CHURCH ELDER.  
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Wars and rumours of wars etc etc. 

Where is the hope in all of this? I suspect that we need to 

refocus our gaze somewhat, holding on with everything we 

have to our Lord and Father. I've been blessed by many 

things over the last few days, not least a conversation with 

my step-daughter who came to stay for a night with her 

boyfriend recently. In this conversation, she told me that 

her boyfriend hadn't stopped talking about becoming a 

Christian after talking with Wendy during their stay! Praise 

the Lord! Jesus is alive and working through His Holy Spirit. 

Even though bad things are happening we can say       

"Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on Earth as it is in 

heaven"! 

May you know God's blessing and presence during the 
month ahead and forever. 

Kevan 

 Great news! Tasters is returning! From 28
th
 August the 

Tasters café at the United Reformed Church  will be open 

again on Saturdays from 10am to 12 noon serving hot 

and cold drinks and cake only.  

Numbers will be limited, and you will be asked to hand 

sanitise and wear a mask until seated.  

The children’s area will not be available just yet, but it is 

hoped to start this again in the near future. 

More volunteers to run both areas would be welcome. 

Please contact Pete Randall elsie.pete@gmail.com    

0116 287 3955 if you would be willing to help. 

Chris Davies 

LITE 

mailto:elsie.pete@gmail.com
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Research has shown that for every critical comment we 

receive it takes nine affirming comments to even out the 

negative effect in our life. The word encouragement 

means ‘to put courage into’. Encouragement is like        

oxygen to the soul. Encouragement is needed to face day

-to-day challenges. 

 

A smile of encouragement at the right moment may act 

like sunlight on a closed up flower; it may be the turning 

point for a struggling life. Few things in the world are 

more powerful than a positive lift, a smile, a word of      

optimism and hope, ‘You are doing well ‘ and a ‘You can 

do it’ when things are tough. Reach down and lift some-

one up. It’s a healthy exercise. 

 

From: Amuse-bouche:food for the soul by J John 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:11 

And so encourage one another and help one another, just 

as you are now doing. 

Pause for Thought...   

                 Encouragement 

From Mary 

Pringle 
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The writing is on the wall. 

The cross on the church wall has always had a special 

meaning for me.  It is a reminder of what happened and a 

promise of what is to come.  I always spend a few          

moments reflexion whenever I see it. 

When I read about the verse added beside the cross, I was 

delighted because this verse is one of two verses special to 

me and is one that I look to more and more as the years go 

by. 

My second special verse is Joshua 24 v 15 ’But if serving 

the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for your-

selves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your 

ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the 

Amorites, in whose land you are living. 

But as for me and my household, we will serve 

the Lord.”  

Groby URC has played a vital role in our family’s Christian 

life starting in 1970 when we moved to Groby. 

I adopted this verse when Vernon and I became Members 

in the early 70’s and with Andrew and Julia worshipped as 

a family until their late teens, my grandchildren also       

worshipped here for many years, Praise the Lord. 

Vernon and I would like the send our grateful thanks to all 

our Church Friends who have supported us and are still 

supporting us during the pandemic. 

 

God Bless you all, 

Gina Blower 
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Jim’s tribute to Christine.  
 

During the funeral service for Christine, Jim told us that he 

and Christine were born only 

9 months apart, in the same 

street in Highfields,     

Leicester.  Their families 

were friends, and they were 

taken out together by their 

older sisters.  Later,          

although their families 

moved to different parts of 

Leicester, Jim remembers 

that they kept in touch and 

met again at Christine’s 

church -  London Rd.      

Congregational Church.  

They realised they enjoyed 

similar interests when attending similar activities at the 

church and, as Jim says, eventually ’became an item’.   

They married at that church when they were aged 21& 22.  

Christine’s great desire was to have children, and she was 

blest with 3 within 5 years, becoming a full time Mum.  

They enjoyed a happy and busy life doing everything     

together as a family- the highlights being the seaside        

holidays they all enjoyed.   

Christine always enjoyed working with children, working in 

schools in Birstall and Groby as a classroom assistant, a 

dinner lady and playground supervisor. 

Her greatest joy was when her grandchildren were born.   

After Jim retired, they enjoyed travelling and had some 

wonderful holidays together. As Christine’s health began to 
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fail, the family are very grateful to Glenfield Hospital for 

supporting Christine in having a decent quality of life.  

All through the lockdown, Christine’s desire was to go to 

see the sea again.  The family were eventually able to 

make that possible, making more very happy memories 

with a holiday at Sidmouth.  She 

relished the smells and sounds 

she was able to take in at that 

time. 

Christine had a simple faith in 

Jesus, Jim told us, and he is 

very grateful to God for the time 

they were able to have together.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim and family wish to convey their sincere thanks to 

the church fellowship for the spiritual and practical 

support, so lovingly given, during the time of     

Christine's declining health, and for the help and   

arrangements for the funeral service, and after.       

A truly fitting recognition of her life and service in the 

love of Jesus. 

 
Gods blessing 
 
Jim 
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 Our church remembers Christine 

Dr Jim and Mrs Christine Coaton were brought into    

membership on March 18th 1979  having formerly been 

members of the London Rd Congregational Church.  

That's almost 43 years of faithful service to the Lord here 

in this church in Groby - very nearly half of Christine' s life.     

One of the roles for which Christine is remembered is that 

of pulpit supply - a responsibility that she held for a good 

10 years. This involved securing a preacher to take the 

services on the 2 Sundays each month when our own part 

time Minister was not available, evening services included! 

No easy task! Christine built up a great many contacts  

during this time and fulfilled her role with enthusiasm and 

efficiency.                                                                        

She was also Baptism secretary for many years which   

required her to record the details of Baptisms or          

Dedications, present certificates and generally welcome 

the families on behalf of the church. Again, the role was 

carried out with love, warmth and grace. Surely, it's no   

coincidence that Christine's full name is Christine Grace! 

Christine supported and   participated in everything that 

was happening within the fellowship -  this included the 

Golden Oldie services and craft 

afternoons which were held for 

the older    generation and drew 

in folk from the wider community 

too. I'm told that at one of these 

services, Christine gave her  

testimony of faith and her simple 

words about her relationship 

with Jesus left a deep impres-

sion on everyone there.     
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Christine was an inspira-

tion to us all and we loved 

her so much, we have a 

blue 2 seater settee that 

was reserved for Jim and 

herself during the latter 

years to ensure that she 

would be comfortable 

when she was able to at-

tend a service in person - 

something that she sorely missed during lockdown. The 

settee was situated next to the middle aisle and as the 

service closed and folk began to file out, she would greet 

each child and adult with that radiant smile.                                                                 

During the lockdown, Christine listened to our services 

online and joined zoom on occasions for an after service 

chat. She very much enjoyed and looked forward to 

Praise Jukebox, broadcast by Trevor and Mary and the 

hymns that Jim has chosen today are some of the ones 

that she would choose for Trevor to play.  She made     

absolutely sure that Jim put in her request early to avoid 

any disappointment!                                                    

Christine never complained, even when the challenges of 

daily living became so difficult and she was suffering so 

much pain - she always counted her blessings. She was 

grateful for our prayers on her behalf, but while we were 

praying for her, she herself would also be praying for    

others in need of prayer. That was Christine.                    

In Matthew 25 v 21, the Master said,  in the Parable of the 

Talents, " Well done, good and faithful servant”. As   

Christine's brothers and sisters in Christ, I'm sure we echo 

those words - " Well done, good and faithful servant”.  

Sue Lawrence-Brooks 
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Isaiah 61: 9 All who see them will acknowledge 

    that they are a people the Lord has blessed.”  

 

Isaiah provides a wonderful reminder of how much the Lord 

has blessed us.  We’ve been looking at some chapters 

from Isaiah in our Wednesday night homegroup and found 

some of the verses quite mind-blowing - full of God’s   

promises for His people, His redemption, His love of justice 

and, for us. 

Pray that you will more fully understand your relationship 

with our Lord as a result of this brief look at Isaiah. 

Kathy 

 

5th:   Isaiah Ch. 55 ‘Invitation to the thirsty’ - Kevan  

12th:  Isaiah Ch. 56 ‘Salvation’ - Tom Limb 

19th at 10 am:  ‘Praise, prayer and fellowship’  

19th at 4 pm:  ‘New…… Children’s Service’ 

(see info. about both these new service ideas overleaf) 

26th:  Isaiah Ch. 61 ‘The Year of the Lord’s Favour’ -     

Rev. Ed.  

Kevan will lead us in Communion during the service on 

the 5th September.  Please remember to bring your own           

Communion elements if you wish to take part.  In order to 

ensure caution regarding Covid, we will be unable to supply 

them.  

S U N D AY  M O R N I N G  

T E AC H I N G  A N D  

R E AD I N G S  F O R  

S E P T E M B E R  
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 Elder Music Media 

5th  Rachel TBC Phil 

12th  Sue Helen Mark 

19th (10 am) Kathy Trevor Barry 

26th  Mark Debbie Dave 

Sunday’s Helping Hands in September 

“The Clean Team!” Week beginning…. 

6th  - ‘Our chores not yours’   

13th  - Joy & Pat    

20th  - “Our chores not yours”   

27th - Dave & Hilary 

 Welcome Coffee 

5th  Margaret Chaplin Kathy& Barry 

12th Ruth & Roger Judith & Barbara C 

19th (10 am) Alan Bloor Joy& Peter 

26th  Rachel Hiscocks Dave &Hilary 

More Helping Hands for Sundays! 

A big thank you to all who commit to help via a rota!   

Church rota’s are not a favourite subject, but without it, 

we’d not have a welcome, a coffee, a musician, we might 

not be able to see or hear the service, but we would have 

a dirty church!     

Any volunteers would be much appreciated 
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New Family Services 
 

We’re really excited to announce 

that from September we’re     

launching our new family services! 

These will be held once a month on a Sunday afternoon & 

are going to be a great way for children to have fun & 

learn more about God at the same time!  

The format for these services will be simple with some 

games, music, a short talk & some crafts, or science fun 

for the children to enjoy. There will also be refreshments 

for children & adults. The idea is to keep the services 

short, relaxed & a place where children can be themselves 

(however crazy they get) so that they will come away   

feeling like they’ve had a really great time at church! 

Initially the services will be aimed at the families & children 

who already come to church to get them all back together, 

but we hope that over time (& with a bit of practice) we will 

be able to develop it into something really exciting that we 

can use to reach out to other families in the community. 

Whilst the services are particularly aimed at families & 

children, we would love for anyone else to join us, but be 

warned it will get lively & loud! 

I feel very strongly that the idea for these services has 

come from God & it’s something He wants to see us      

develop here in Groby. So, I hope that everyone will    

support us & join us on this exciting new journey. 

The first service will take place on Sunday 19
th
 September 

at 4pm. If you want to know more about the services or 

would like to help with the service or refreshments, then 

please get in touch with me or Wendy. 

 

Rachel E. 
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PS  We don’t have a name for the children’s services yet, 

so if you can think of something then please let me know! 

Rachel. 

 

Praise, Prayer and Fellowship 

 
Whilst we are all very welcome to attend the fun 

service at 4!  on the 19th, (and I hope many of 

us do!) we felt it  wouldn’t be right to stop meeting at 10 am 

- to praise, pray and share conversation.  So this will take 

place on Sundays when there is a family service in the    

afternoon. 

It may be similar to the prayer service we had the other 

week, or it may develop into something else.  We elders 

don’t have all the answers (you may have noticed!) so 

please feel free with suggestions, ideas - what do you want 

to do with this time together?  It is a response to the feeling 

that we should be exploring new ways of doing church - so 

will be a regular service without the preaching.  We can  

review both new services, but we need to give  time and 

patience to allow them to develop. 

As we are looking through some chapters in Isaiah during 

September, and on the first of these services, 19th,  I may 

be encouraging us to consider how these scriptures have 

spoken to you.  Have a read of the scriptures if you have 

not been able to come to the services when there has been 

preaching on this. We will also have opportunity to prayer-

fully focus on items from the September Prayer sheet.   

This is not just a service for the ‘non-families’ but for every-

one - young and old to enjoy our time together, learn from 

each other, and ‘Praise the Lord’!  We are one church! 

Please pray for both these services - that they will be    

worthy of our God, and bear fruit in our lives.      Kathy 
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C O U N T D O W N  T O  C L I M A T E  C H A N G E  
C O N F E R E N C E  U K 2 1  

 
Looming over us is the November UN Conference to be 

held in Glasgow. We tend not to talk about it much, but 

deep down inside we are concerned and worried about the 

state of the planet God has given us to enjoy. A while back 

our Bible notes tackled this issue and over the next three 

months we would like to share part of these comments with 

you, hoping it will encourage us to become better stewards 

of God’s creation. 

The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it, the world 

and all who live in it; for he founded it on the seas and 

established it on the waters. Psalm 24                                                                                       

Lest we become overwhelmed by the problems facing us 

as we seek to remediate the destruction we wreaked on the 

environment, let’s pause to reflect on our limitations and 

throw ourselves on the unlimited grace of God. As we trust 

in him his grace and mercy refresh and renew us. Our  

prayers for help and our recognition that without him we 

can do nothing are key to creative care. 

People living in poorer countries are on the frontline of 

many of the 

changes 

caused by 

global      

warming. Not 

only is there 

the danger 

from drought or 

heat waves, 

but rising sea 

levels are  



17 

 

slowly submerging entire island nations and poisoning 

fields with salty water. 

So here in Groby let us now start praying for this   

conference and maybe during September we can   

concentrate on wrapping ‘stuff’ in single use plastic, 

when we could be using reusable containers.   

Together we can make a difference.           

 

have been campaigning on Climate 

Change for sometime.  They have   

also been working on the front line, helping those in poor 

countries who are suffering the worst of the impact.   

They say ‘Our world and our neighbours are impacted   

unequally by climate change. Those who are least             

responsible are impacted first and worst. For families like 

Orbisa’s, everyday life is a real struggle. Orbisa lives with 

her husband and nine children in Afar, north-east Ethiopia 

– one of the hottest inhabited places in the world. Over the 

last few years, rainfall in her region has reduced dramati-

cally because of climate change. Without rain, her animals 

are dying, which means less income, less food and poor 

health for the family. Orbisa now has to travel many hours 

every day to fetch water, but still her children go thirsty. 

This is what the climate emergency looks like. If we don’t 

take urgent action now, climate change will continue to 

push millions more people like Orbisa deeper into poverty’  

Look out for Tearfund prayer resources that 

will be included in September’s prayer sheet! 

Ruth, Joy & Kathy 
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 Dr John Sentamu to become new 
Chair of Christian Aid. 

 
Dr Sentamu – who has 

been outspoken on issues 

of poverty and justice in the 

UK and globally for many 

years - served as the    

Archbishop of York from 

2005 until 2020. Born in 

Kampala, Uganda,            

Dr Sentamu will be the first 

person of African descent to 

take up the position of Chair 

in Christian Aid’s 75-year 

history. 

 

 Dr Rowan Williams, former Archbishop of Canterbury and 

current Chair,  said: “It has been a profound privilege to 

serve as Chair of this       wonderful organisation for the 

past eight years. Christian Aid’s work is far from being 

done, and the next few years will mean we must stand 

even more firmly for the dignity, equality and justice of all, 

needing the support of the Church and the British public 

more than ever, in light of cuts to aid and increasing      

national self-interest.” 

 “I am delighted to be handing over the reins to                

Dr Sentamu at this pivotal time in the organisation’s       

history.  I will continue to support both him and the         

organisation in the ongoing fight to end global poverty.” 

  

Commenting on his appointment, Dr Sentamu said: “It is a 

great surprise and a delight to be invited to be a trustee 
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and to chair the Board of Christian Aid. My first               

involvement with Christian Aid was in 1980, during    

Christian Aid Week, when, as an Assistant Curate at       

St Andrew, Ham Common, and Prison Chaplain at 

Latchmere House Remand Centre, I knocked on doors 

and left Christian Aid envelopes. The staggering response 

from the long street where I lived, as well as the prison  

officers, convinced me that the appeal for ‘Life Before 

Death’ spoke to the generous hearts of my neighbours. 

 “To chair the Christian Aid Board, which is deeply       

committed to eradicating injustice, disadvantage,           

increasing mutual accountability and its prophetic voice in 

addressing issues of poverty and power, is a great delight 

and challenge for me. Please pray for me.” 

 

From Christian Aid Press Release 30th July 2021. 

 

Mary Pringle. 

R E N E W  O U R  W O R L D  

 

Are a global movement of Christians campaigning to 

make the world more fair and sustainable. They run  

campaigns in Australia, Brazil, Germany, India, Ireland, 

Malawi, Mozambique, Netherlands, Nigeria, Peru,      

Tanzania, UK and Zambia. People anywhere in the world 

can join too. 

Christian Aid, Tearfund, Cafod, Renew our World and 

people all over the world, are joining together to pray for 

the COP 26 in November 2021. 

Kathy 
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FAIR CUPPA 

is back !! 

Thursdays at the Village Hall 

10.30 to 12.00 noon 

  

The format is a bit different from before: 

* we shall be in the large room, to accommodate 25 guests 

* you must anti bac as you enter the hall 

* table service is mandatory 

* tables and chairs are cleaned before and after the event 

  

The rules have been set by the Village Hall Committee, 

and reflect a commitment to ensure everyone’s safety. 

  

Come along for a chat and a cuppa! 

 

For further information contact Elizabeth Jarvis  

0116 287 6110 

 

FAIR CUPPA ROTA - September 

2 Sept Linda S & Pat 

9 Sept NO FAIR CUPPA 

16 Sept P K Earing & Janet 

23 Sept Peter & Enid 
30 Sept Elizabeth & Hilary 
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Church – Have Your Say 
 
Ever sat in church & thought there was something      miss-

ing?   Do you have an idea of what your perfect    Sunday 

service would be?   Do you have a fantastic idea of what 

we could be doing but aren’t?  

Do you think God is telling you we need to be doing  some-

thing that we just aren’t?  

The Elders are keen to hear from all of the fellowship on 

how we can do church & what you would like to see.      

So, we are going to be putting a series of questions to you 

all for discussion & comment. The questions will be broad 

& the idea is they will be looked at in small groups so that 

people can discuss them together & see where the Lord 

takes them. We will be asking these to be done in next few 

months either through home groups, or in separate       

sessions for those who aren’t in a home group. Our hope 

is that these discussions will take place in a positive way & 

with a real focus on what God is saying to us as a church.  

We really want to know what you think & what you hear 

God say, so that we can make our services an enriching 

experience for everyone to meet with the Lord, nothing is 

off limits at this stage, so please be honest & don’t be 

afraid to think outside the box! 

 
More information on this will 

follow through home groups & 

emails.   

 

Rachel E. 
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Ephesians 6: 18 And pray in the Spirit on all    

occasions with all kinds of prayers and            

requests. With this in mind, be alert and always 

keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.  

Praying is a crucial element of all that we do for 

God.  With this in mind, elders will suggest a focus 

for church prayer each month, with information and 

pointers, so that you can focus with insight and 

throughout the month.  This will be emailed out each 

month, and I hope, will be included in prayers when-

ever we’re together - home groups, services, and 

prayer meetings.  

Zoom prayers will be held on Thursday 9th  and 

Thursday 23rd September at 8.00 pm 

Elders will send an email nearer to each date which 

will contain a link so you can access these meetings 

via zoom.  

If you would like elders to facilitate an evening face 

to face meeting for church prayers, please let any of 

us elders know.                                           Kathy  

P 

R 

A 

Y 

 

‘The URC 

march on their 

stomachs!’  -     

Joy Russell 
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      October issue   

Deadline SAT 18th October 2021 

Please submit articles to magazine@grobyurc.com by the 

above date, preferred via email. 

This magazine is published in print and on the church 

website, grobyurc.com.  If you would like to be added or         

removed from the paper copy distribution list or the 

monthly hyperlink email list, please let Mark or Kathy 

know. 

     F O R T H C O M I N G  D AT E S  

Taster Lite - every Saturday morning, starting August 

28th. (limit on numbers)  

Noah’s Ark Toddler Group - every Monday morning 

during term time, starting September 6th. (limit on 

numbers) 

Knitting Group - every alternate Friday afternoon at 2 

pm, restarting Friday September 3rd 

Church meeting - Tuesday September 28th at        

7.30 pm. 

Zoom prayers - Thursday 9th and 23rd September at 

8 pm.  
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CONTACTS 
MINISTER:  Vacancy 

SECRETARY CONTACT : Sue Lawrence-Brooks 
0116 231 2866 / susanbeverley46@yahoo.co.uk 

YOUTH AND CHILDREN'S WORKER:  Vacancy. 

CHURCH HALL BOOKINGS:  Jane Hinds 07530 
957022 / janesnips@hotmail.com 

 

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP  

Our Sunday morning services are now in the church    
building at 10 am.  We continue to encourage face covering 
and social distancing when meeting together indoors.    
Services are recorded and then broadcast afterwards via 
our Church Facebook page. Our worship includes monthly 
Holy Communion and we are asking people to bring their 
own Communion elements on these occasions to be Covid 
compliant.   

The church building has a loop hearing system, wheel-
chair access, a toilet for the  disabled & baby nappy  
changing facilities. 

 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 

Some weekly activities are beginning to reopen, but with 
restricted numbers.  

Mon: Noah’s Ark parent & toddler group - 9.30-11.30 (term 
time) 

Thurs: ‘Fair Cuppa’* at Groby village Hall-10.30-12 am 

Sat: Tasters Lite* - Coffee & Cakes - 10-12 am 

* These activities are run jointly with St Philip & St James 
as part of ‘Churches Together in Groby’. 

Groby United Reformed Church 

member: Evangelical Alliance UK 

www.grobyurc.com, LE6 0FE 

 


