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aWelcome to the October edition of Contact.  Thank you to 

Kathy for faithfully assembling and editing Contact each 

month. 

So what does October mean to us?  I do not look forward 

to the clocks going back, as it reminds me that winter is on 

its way. 

Many of us will think of Harvest.  As an opportunity to be 

thankful for what the Lord has provided for us, we will be 

inviting donations of toiletries for people via the charity  

Action Homeless. 

As we look forward in these uncertain times there is still 

much to worry about.  I am struck by the number of verses 

in the Bible that talk about worry.  One such passage is in 

the book of Matthew, titled ‘Do not worry’. 

‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you 

will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear.  Is 

not life more than food, and the body more than clothes?  

Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or 

store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 

them. Are you not much more valuable than they?  Can 

any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life?’    

Matthew 6:25-27 (NIV – UK) 

 

 

 

WELCOME FROM MARK 

CHURCH ELDER.  
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We have much to be thankful for as a Church, in addition to 

the Sunday services, many of our groups are now meeting 

in person in the building.  But we are still some way away 

from calling a new minister.  Let’s pray that the Lord would 

guide us in the meantime.  We have at least one meeting 

this month with other URC Churches in Leicestershire to try 

to form a common plan. 

Above all, let us not worry but trust our heavenly Father to 

supply our needs. 

 

Mark 

 

LITE 

Every Saturday 10 am - 12 noon 

Its good to talk! 
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Cook up for the 

Church BBQ!! 

Thanks to the 

boys! 
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Campaigning for  

 

The climate crisis is an    

injustice that’s causing harm to people; love means taking 

action to set things right’, so says Kiran Rai of Tearfund’s 

Action team.  

Climate change is a justice issue:                                 

The poorest 3.5 billion people are responsible for just 10% 

of Carbon dioxide emissions, but these same people are 

facing the worst impacts of climate change.   

Is it really an emergency?                                                

In 2015, 195 countries came together to discuss how to 

tackle climate change, resulting in the Paris  Agreement.  

This was a commitment, to stop the global average temper-

ature from increasing by more than 2
 
c, and to do all they 

could to limit it to 1.5c.  However, the most recent UN     

intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change which was 

published a few weeks ago,  involving 234 scientists from 

66 countries, predicts that the increase in global tempera-

tures will reach or exceed 1.5c within the next 20 years.  

On our current emissions of carbon, it is likely that droughts 

will last twice as long, 116 million more people will struggle 

to get water, there will be four times as many tropical cy-

clones and 12 million more people flooded in coastal areas.   

COP26                                                                          

World leaders from 200+ countries who will be meeting in 

early November to discuss what needs to be done now.  

The UK play an important part as they host the meeting. 
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Christian Aid’s 

Response to 

the Climate 

Change      

Conference 

(COP26) 
 

Like Tearfund Christian Aid asks us to recognise that the 

climate crisis is a storm we all face - but that we are not all 

in the same boat. For some the storm is stronger and eve-

ry day people living in poverty battle the worst of a crisis 

that they did not make. 

Christian Aid is joining with the Young Christian Climate 

Network (YCCN) for  

Rise To The Moment - a relay journey of prayer and action 

in the run up to COP26 - the UN climate change talks be-

ing held in November. The relay started in Cornwall after 

the G7 summit in June and the team are making their way 

across the country until they reach Glasgow, the host city 

of COP26 in November. 

For the journey YCCN have built a model boat that will 

cross the country with them. The boat represents the hope 

that we will Rise  To The Moment and use this year to set 

sail towards a more just future. 

 

It’s time to be heard!                                                      

Both Tearfund and Christian Aid are challenging us to also 

Rise To The Moment and speak up for climate justice. To 

make both our voices, and those of our global neighbours 

heard.  
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What is our responsibility as Christians?                        

In Mark 12:31 Jesus tells us to love our neighbour as    our-

selves, and makes it clear in Luke 10:25-37 that we are 

called to love those in need. We are urged to speak up for 

those who cannot speak for themselves.  Isaiah 1:17 

says ‘Learn to do right; seek justice.  Defend the         

oppressed. Take up the cause of the fatherless; plead 

the case of the widow.’ 

What should we do?                                                      

Pray about the impact the climate crisis is currently having 

on vulnerable communities around the world.  For the safe 

passage of the YCCN volunteers as they take part in the 

relay.  Pray that decision makers will listen to our call for cli-

mate justice and make bold commitments to change at 

COP26. 

Talk to others about climate change.  Encourage each other 

about how to reduce your own carbon emissions.  

 Write / email your MP to show them how important you 

think climate change is. A template letter and a detailed 

briefing note is available on the Christian Aid website 

caid.org.uk/cop26mp if you need some ideas on what to 

say.   Our MP in Groby is Edward Argar.                                    

Email - Edward.argar.mp@parliament.uk                           

Or write to House of Commons, London. SW1A0AA 

Sign the Climate Coalition’s declaration, calling on the 

UK  Government to lead the world in delivering a healthier, 

greener, fairer recovery which limits warming to 1.5 c. The 

Climate Coalition is an umbrella organisation that includes 

many campaigning for climate justice, including Tearfund 

and Christian Aid.                                                              

The petition can be found on Tearunds’website 

www.tearfund.org/forms/reboot-declaration.     
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 So what is our personal response as we 
Countdown to COP 26 

During October we continue to share with you some of our 

Bible notes on the stewardship of God’s creation leading 

up to the Glasgow Conference next month. 

In the beginning was the word, and the word was with 

God and the word was God. Through him all things 

were made, without him nothing was made, that has 

been made. John 1.1 

“When I look at the natural world, my heart joins with all 

creation to sing and praise God, who created it, the God 

whom I adore. And the last thing I want to do is spoil his 

handiwork. If we see the loving face of God, how terrible is 

it if we willingly mar his face by exploitation and reckless 

neglect.   How can we of all people brazenly spoil his     

creation? Some of our actions are from ignorance;        

perhaps we didn’t think our throwaway lifestyle generates 

mountains of waste, often shipped to emerging           

economies, which have no choice, but to accept our     

rubbish”. 

 

Birds circle over-

head and dogs  

scuffle as Daniel 

moves through the 

filth of thirty  pun-

gent acres on Nairo-

bi’s biggest landfill 

site.                 
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On top of that, Africa is now a dumping ground for waste 

from other, often developed countries. 90% of this waste 

is openly dumped or burned, adding to global warming. 

Together we can make a difference: September’s Con-

tact encouraged us to think about our use of single plastic. 

So we aren’t in danger of leapfrogging around, maybe this 

month we can again focus on single plastic by ditching 

cling wrap, plastic straws & cutlery, remember to take our 

reusable shopping bags when we pop to the shops and 

avoid bottled water.  

Prayer for the month: Lord, we need forgiveness for tak-

ing your bounteous provision for granted. Let us, with your 

grace, work towards less waste and know the difference 

between need and want.  

 

Mary - Christian Aid  

Ruth , Joy & Kathy - Tearfund 

 

 

 

Rise to the moment -  

Together We can Make a Difference. 
  



12 

 

After our quick dip into the wonders of Isaiah’s vision, we 

will begin a journey to Corinth with a focus on Paul’s first 

letter to the church there.  It gives practical teaching for the 

church, and ‘is an excellent model for God’s servants to  

follow wherever they are serving’. (Selwyn Hughes) 

Kathy 

Malcolm will lead us in Communion during the service 

on the  October 31st.  Please remember to bring your own           

Communion elements if you wish to take part.  In order to 

ensure caution regarding Covid, we will be unable to supply 

them.  

S U N D AY  M O R N I N G  

T E AC H I N G  A N D  

R E AD I N G S  F O R  

O C T O B E R  

3rd:    TBC  

10th at 10 

am 

‘God’s Righteous Purpose’ 

Psalm 12 & James 1:19-27 

Jim Coaton 

10th at 4 

pm 

Service for Children  

17th 1 Corinthians 1:1-9  

‘Focus on God’ 

Ben Wright 

24th  1 Corinthians 1:10-17 

‘United in Christ’ 

Rev’d Noel Colley 

31st  1 Corinthians 1:18-25 

'Christ crucified is God's  

wisdom & Power'. 

Malcolm Clarke 
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 Elder Music Media Welcome Coffee 

  (Tim) (Tim) (Joy) (Joy) 

3rd Rachel Debbie Phil Linda Trevor & 

Mary 

10th

(10 

am)  

Kathy 

 

Trevor Mark Ruth &    

Roger 

Pat & Linda 

17th  Sue LB Sue A Tim Hilary S Kathy & 

Barry 

24th  Kathy Trevor Barry Joy&         

Peter 

Ann T & 

Barbara C 

31st Mark Helen Phil Sue & Mike Joy &     

Peter 

Sunday’s Helping Hands in October 

“October’s  Clean Team!”              
Week beginning…. 

4th   - ‘Our chores not yours’   

11th  - Linda & Tim    

18th  - “Our chores not yours”   

25th -  Sue LB & Sue A. 

1st Nov - “Our chores not yours” 

One cleaning volunteer needing a partner.        

Please contact Kathy if you can help! 
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Flower Rota – Can you Help? 

As many of you know, we operate a rota for the arranging of 

fresh flowers in Church each week.   After the service is 

over those flowers give further pleasure, because they are 

given to people to show our pastoral care.  Although we 

have many people on our flower rota, who each commits to 

providing and arranging the flowers, we are struggling to 

cover the full year.  

 
Flowers are 

A LOVELY way to celebrate 

A SPECIAL way to commemorate 

A FITTING way to give thanks 

... for someone or something special, or just for life, and 

A GREAT way to share 

... with others your pleasure in God’s glorious world. 

We are very grateful to those who already give flowers but 

would very much welcome more offers from anyone who is 

willing to join us in placing flowers in Church even just once 

each year.                                                                              

If you would be happy to help, please speak to either      

Barbara Conlon (07886319361) or                                    

Ruth Ivens  (0116 2910397).                                                                                             

Thank You 
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Helpers needed                                                                    

It would be really useful to have another person or two to 

help with Catch.  Someone to make teas and coffees is   

really vital. To allow for distancing there will be only one 

person in the  kitchen and the windows will be open for  

ventilation.  Ideally we will have a few volunteers so it can 

be done on a rota basis. 

CatCh 
Coffee and Chat at the Chapel 

 

 

 

Time: 9.30 – 11.00 

When: Fridays in Term time. 

Where: URC Church, Chapel Hill, Groby 

Cost: £1 per family 

Toys, stories and crafts for Babies and  Toddlers 

Tea or Coffee and Chat for their carers. 

Please bring your own drinks for little ones. 

Queries: rscott1037@yahoo.co.uk 

mailto:rscott1037@yahoo.co.uk
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Rejoice with us! All four of our primary schools in Groby 

and Ratby are keen for Open The Book presentations to 

resume. So after what seems a long break nearly 1,000 

children in our two villages will hear and see regular bible 

stories performed. It is now 7 years since this project began 

which means that our cycle of stories and presentations 

can begin again. 

The September presentation will be the first part of the   

story of Joseph. It’s a bit of a cliff hanger as we leave him in 

jail awaiting the second part of the story in October. Rev Ed 

is playing Joseph but don’t worry, he will be allowed out to 

continue his pastoral work in the benefice.  

Unfortunately we cannot yet involve children in the    

presentations but hope that it won’t be too long before this 

can happen again as for some, this is the highlight of their 

school day. 

We have some new team members but are keen to recruit 

more, particularly people to play male parts. If you would be 

willing to be part of this important project please contact 

Lynda Hawkes for more information. 

lynda.hawkes@ntlworld.com 

mailto:lynda.hawkes@ntlworld.com
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This is a charity committed to improving the lives of people 

affected by homelessness.  It has been based in Leicester 

for over 40 years and helps people in both the city and 

county.  It provided emergency housing and  specialist 

support to over 400 people last year alone.  They have 

their own property that can offer accommodation, including  

a hostel for women who have suffered domestic abuse. 

They work with other social housing providers as well.  

Throughout October we will be           

collecting toiletries for their              

Weekend Emergency Box Scheme.  

The scheme provides basic essentials to help their clients 

cope over the weekend.  Working with supermarkets and 

local food producers ensures a sustainable level of food,  

but they are desperately short of toiletries, and especially 

shampoo,   shower gel, conditioner, shaving 

cream  and sanitary  products. 

Action Homeless also supply products to local food banks. 

A box will be provided in church to receive any donations. 

(a special plea - no tiny complimentary products you can 

pick up in hotel bathrooms.  Thank you)  
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 Pause for Thought...   

 Food for the Soul by J.John 

Amuse-Bouche: food for the soul by J. John. 
 
Nature is wonderful and we all know that we ought to  
preserve nature, but does it teach us anything? Per-
haps the most important thing that nature teaches us is        
humility. We see all around us things that are too       
complex for us to understand, too wonderful for us to 
make and too immense for us to comprehend. In na-
ture’s vastness human arrogance is silenced. 
 
There is more in nature. The awesome and beautiful 
complexities of nature point to the existence of a Mak-
er. Yet they do it gently: nature hints at God’s pres-
ence; it doesn’t demand that we believe in him. 
 
Nature has tremendous value. To injure it is a double 
tragedy. We not only damage something of enormous 
value, we ruin something which has a message that 
we badly need to hear. 
 
Isaiah 45. Verse 18 
 
The Lord created the heavens-he is the one who is 
God! 
He formed and made the earth-he made it firm and 
lasting. 
He did not make it a desolate waste, but a place for    
people to live in. 
It is he who says, ‘I am the Lord, and there is no other 
god’ 

From Mary 

Pringle 
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Some thoughts from Rev Ed 
 
I also want to remind you of the Christian vision I have, of 

us all worshipping together regardless of which church we 

are part of. So we can worship in one another’s churches 

and with our ecumenical friends at the Methodist and URC 

chapels, remembering that we come to worship God      

together as the body of Christ. So there is always      

somewhere to worship and we can encourage one        

another and get to know one another better that we may 

work together more and more to bring the light of the   

gospel to all around us.  

Remember what Jesus said in John 17:22-23.  ‘The glory 

that you have given me I have given them, so that they 

may be one, as we are one, 
23 

I in them and you in me, 

that they may become completely one, so that the world 

may know that you have sent me and have loved them 

even as you have loved me.’  

May we strive to live this vision. 

Small Steps - One Earthquake 

Following the morning service of the 19th September and           

discussions on Climate Change, I am really keen to hear 

from anyone who had made a step to reduce their carbon 

footprint over the last couple of years? 

One small step from each of us on this globe,  can make a 

global earthquake.  

Kathy 
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FAIR CUPPA 

is back !! 

Thursdays at the Village Hall 

10.30 to 12.00 noon 

  

The format is a bit different from before: 

* we shall be in the large room, to accommodate 
25 guests 

* you must anti bac as you enter the hall 

* table service is mandatory 

* tables and chairs are cleaned before and after the 
event 

  

The rules have been set by the Village Hall     
Committee, 

and reflect a commitment to ensure everyone’s 
safety. 

  

Come along for a chat and a cuppa! 

 

For further information contact Elizabeth Jarvis  

0116 287 6110 
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              SMILE AWHILE 

Imagine for a moment what it might be like if Trevor’s 

Praise Jukebox moved to a commercial channel that    

allowed sponsorship? With that in mind, here are some 

strange things we could hear….. 

This week’s Praise Jukebox comes from the V&A, as we 

sing How Great Thou Art. 

And now from Specsavers, Be Thou My Vision! 

Crown Him with Many Crowns, in conjunction with the  

British Dental Association. 

And now from the Duraglit-Brasso band is the timeless, 

Shine Jesus Shine. 

And closing this week’s Praise Jukebox, here is Love as 

Vast as the Ocean brought to you by P&O Ferries. 

Idea from Sorted magazine – blame Ruth! 

 

DARE YOU!! 

Ha, ha! 

Thanks Ruth 
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Ephesians 6: 18 And pray in the Spirit on all    

occasions with all kinds of prayers and            

requests. With this in mind, be alert and always 

keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.  

Praying is a crucial element of all that we do for 

God.  With this in mind, elders will suggest a focus 

for church prayer each month, with information and 

pointers, so that you can focus with insight and 

throughout the month.  This will be emailed out each 

month, and I hope, will be included in prayers  

whenever we’re together - home groups, services, 

and prayer meetings.  

Zoom prayers will be held on Wednesdays for the 

next few weeks and will start at 8.00 pm 

Elders will send an email nearer to each date which 

will contain a link so you can access these meetings 

via zoom.  

If you would like elders to facilitate an evening face 

to face meeting for church prayers, please let any of 

us elders know.                                           Kathy  

P 

R 

A 

Y 
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      November issue   

Deadline SAT 20th October 2021 

Please submit articles to magazine@grobyurc.com by the 

above date, preferred via email. 

This magazine is published in print and on the church 

website, grobyurc.com.  If you would like to be added or         

removed from the paper copy distribution list or the 

monthly hyperlink email list, please let Mark or Kathy 

know. 

     F O R T H C O M I N G  D AT E S  

Church Meeting - Tuesday September 28th at 7.30 pm 

Taster Lite - every Saturday morning. 

Noah’s Ark Parent & Toddler Group - every Monday 

morning during term time  

CaTcH - Parent & Toddler Group - every Friday  

morning during term time - starting 17th September. 

Knitting Group - every alternate Friday afternoon at 2 

pm, (October 8th & 22nd) 

Zoom prayers - Wednesday every fortnight at 8 pm 

(October 6th & 20th) 

 

Please remember all these activities in your prayers 
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CONTACTS 
MINISTER:  Vacancy 

SECRETARY CONTACT : Sue Lawrence-Brooks 
0116 231 2866 / susanbeverley46@yahoo.co.uk 

YOUTH AND CHILDREN'S WORKER:  Vacancy. 

CHURCH HALL BOOKINGS:  Jane Hinds 07530 
957022 / janesnips@hotmail.com 

 

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP  

Our Sunday morning services start at 10 am.  We continue 
to encourage face covering and social distancing when 
meeting together indoors.    Services are recorded and then 
broadcast afterwards via our Church Facebook page. Our 
worship includes monthly Holy Communion and we are 
asking people to bring their own Communion elements on 
these occasions to be Covid compliant.   

The church building has a loop hearing system,       
wheelchair access, a toilet for the  disabled & baby nappy  
changing facilities. 

 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 

Some weekly activities are beginning to reopen, but with 
restricted numbers.  

Mon: Noah’s Ark parent & toddler group - 9.30-11.30 (term 
time) 

Thurs: ‘Fair Cuppa’* at Groby village Hall-10.30-12 am 

Fri: CatCH* parent & toddler group-9.30 - 11 am (term time)  

Sat: Tasters Lite* - Coffee & Cakes - 10-12 am 

* These activities are run jointly with St Philip & St James 
as part of ‘Churches Together in Groby’. 

Groby United Reformed Church 

member: Evangelical Alliance UK 

www.grobyurc.com, LE6 0FE 

 


