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Summertime is ending and while I relish the extra hour on 

that first Sunday morning of GMT, it's not a time of year 

that I look forward. - longer, darker nights and shorter, 

colder days. I'm inclined to believe I'm not alone. 

Yet, in stark contrast is the reminder that Jesus came to 

dispel the darkness and to be an unwavering source of 

light for us - a beacon of comfort, hope and inner peace 

during those seemingly endless days and nights of anxiety, 

illness and bereavement. He knows all of our sorrows,   

understands our heartaches and walks by our sides during 

the darkest of days. 

1John1 and verse 5 says: "This is the message we have 

heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him 

there is no darkness at all." 

To dispel the darkness in our towns, villages and homes, 

we are blessed to be able and just ' flick a switch.'          

Although it has not happened quite instantaneously,     

metaphorically speaking, the light has been switched on in 

several areas of our church life over the past few months. ' 

Live' services, Tasters Lite, Fair Cuppa, Noah's Ark, the 

Knitting group and lively afternoon services for children and 

families are all now regular events in our church life. 

Each one of them is an opportunity to show others the light 

of Christ, sharing his love with those we meet and          

expressing his love in action.   

 

WELCOME FROM SUE 

CHURCH ELDER.  
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Let's pray for these groups and give thanks for all those 

who give so much time and effort to ensure that they are 

places where the light of Christ can be clearly seen. 

On a personal level, I remember the euphoria of being    

allowed to join the Brownies at the age of 7 and the  

Brownie Promise and the Brownie Law which I had to learn 

and repeat on enrollment evening.  The Law said: " A 

Brownie thinks of others before herself and does a good 

turn every day." 

Or to put it a different way, bring a little light into someone's 

life each day. As Mother Theresa said: "We can do no 

great things - only small things with great love." 

In September's Contact, Mary submitted an article, part of 

which quoted: "A smile of encouragement at the right     

moment may act like sunlight on a closed-up flower. Reach 

down and lift someone up." 

May God bless each and every one of us and may we be 

ready to bring a little light into the lives of those we meet 

each day - a warm smile, a friendly word, a helping hand - 

who knows what impact it may have?  God will know and 

He'll bless us for it. 

Every blessing to you all, 

Sue 
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C O U N T D O W N  T O  C L I M A T E  
C H A N G E  C O N F E R E N C E  C O P 2 6  

 
This is our final month of counting down to 

COP26 and finally the Conference in Glasgow 

is upon us. (Nov1-12) We share more thoughts 

from our Bible notes on the stewardship of God’s creation: 

B R E A T H  O N  M E ,  B R E A T H  O F  G O D                                                                         

The Lord formed a man from the dust of the ground and 

breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man 

became a living being. Genesis 2:7 (NIV) 

“I grew up in Los Angeles but later moved to Scotland. 

When visiting my parents in California I attempted a game 

of tennis but within minutes I experienced shortness of 

breath and pain in my chest. Breathing the fresh Scottish air 

for a few years had restored my lungs, perhaps, to the way 

God made them. Air pollution hurt.                                                                                         

The ugly Covid-19 virus can be deadly when it attacks the 

lungs, leaving victims in agony and gasping for air. There is 

something deeply sinister in its targeting our breath. It is an 

assault on the source of life itself.                                                                               

God has breathed his own life into us. How amazing is that? 

The Holy Spirit is often referred to as the breath of God. In 

Ezekiel 37, God breathes life into dry bones. The divine 

breath inspires and even resurrects the dead.                                                                           

If we are to care for creation, we must restore the quality of 

the air on which we all depend. It may mean sacrificing 

some convenience and lifestyle comforts, but as life renews 

around us, it will be well worth it”. 

Scientist warn rising global temperatures due to green-

house gas emissions are increasing the risk of fire          

conditions across the planet.                                                                                          
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The photo below was taken in Greece.  

During the summer we have seen in the media wildfires 

raging across North America, Canada, Turkey, Greece, 

southern Italy and Siberia, to name but a few. 

So what can we as individuals do? Scientists say people 

can:                                                                   

Reduce their reliance on cars taking public transport or    

cycling 

Insulate home   

Take fewer flights 

Eat less meat and dairy.   

Prayer for the month: Lord, help us to make choices 

which reduce our negative impact on this planet. May our 

lives have a positive effect both physically and spiritually. 

Together we can make a difference     

Ruth & Joy
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What are we already doing? 

 
During the service on Sept.19th that had some focus on       

climate change, Kathy asked what steps people had      

already taken to reduce their carbon footprint.  Its helpful 

as it gives others an idea of what can be done: 

 

Use glass bottles for milk rather than plastic            
(Tasters Lite are also now using glass bottled milk 
when possible, instead of plastic) 

Make use of the Eco Joe van shop in the village          
(They are at the Groby club car park fortnightly         
between 9 am-1 pm.  Next visits are 29th October and 
12th & 26th November) 

Using green energy (As energy prices surge, take the 
opportunity to review where you your energy from.  
Recommendations available….) 

Getting better at buying local and non pre packed fruit and 
veg if possible   

Wear clothes longer until unsuitable for charity bag       
(The fashion industry accounts for some 10% of global 
carbon emissions!  Look out for organic or Fairtrade 
cotton labels which use 90% less water than           
conventional farming and is free of polluting        
chemicals) 

Washing lightly soiled clothes at lower temperatures.  Most 
of us wash at 40c but a 30c wash uses 38% less energy 

Become ever more  conscious where food comes from and                           
how we shop 

Installed more water butts 

What more could we do? 

Other contributions to 

this conversation would 

be gratefully received.  
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My name is Norman and I live in Honduras. 

I was 15 years old, in 1998, when I first    

experienced the devastating force of a  hurricane.        

Hurricane Mitch caused more than 10,000 deaths and left 

over a million people homeless.  In those days, hurricanes 

were less frequent. Then last year, Honduras suffered two            

hurricanes within two weeks, affecting more than 4 million 

people.  Our climate has changed; warmer temperatures 

on the sea’s surface are intensifying the strength and    

frequency of  tropical storms and hurricanes in our region. 

Rain has become a threat instead of a blessing. Whenev-

er I hear rain, I fear what’s going to happen. Thousands of 

people have been forced to leave their homes because of 

high sea levels, prolonged droughts, hurricanes and 

storms.  Entire communities have disappeared.    

For this reason, if we are to respond effectively to the 

changing climate, I believe we must build and embrace 

that sense of global community. Like the Good Samaritan 

in the Bible, we must reach out to the most marginalised, 

through generosity and by making courageous decisions 

that affect our own lifestyle and consumption patterns, in 

order to build a more equitable and sustainable world 

for all. 

I hope and pray that, at the COP26 conference in          

November, decision-makers will commit to solutions that 

offer justice to those who have contributed little to global 

warming but who suffer the most. Please join me in    

praying for Central American communities affected by    

climate change and for world leaders whose decisions will 

affect us all.           By Norman Molina.  September 2021 

Campaigning for   

Climate Justice 
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 Recommended  Reads. 
 
There are a great many Christian books available for us to 

read, enjoy and learn from. With so much on offer it can be 

helpful to read a book recommended by a friend. 

So here is the first in an occasional series of book         

recommendations.  

Thank you Jane Clarke (Malcolm’s wife) for this first      

recommendation. 

 

“I am reading, enjoying, and can  

heartily recommend Pete Greig’s book 

‘God on Mute’ - it’s an excellent book 

about the mystery of prayer, and      

answers to prayer - and when God is 

seemingly silent. 

It is biblically and theologically sound, 

with good practical advice, honest, 

sensitive and beautifully written. Pete 

Grieg’s insights and writings come 

from his own experiences as well as drawing deeply from 

the experiences of friends and others.  

His own comment at the front of the book reads “If you are 

hurting and secretly wondering ‘Where is God?’ and ‘Why 

has this happened to me’ and ‘How come my prayers 

aren’t working’ then I dedicate this book to you” 

 

Brian McLaren’s foreword reads: 

What Pete does in these pages is so important: he helps 

us to sort through our second-order theology of prayer, our 

thinking about prayer, our understanding of how it works 

and doesn’t work and why. I think that will make it easier 

or us to actually do the thing that matters: stay in touch 

with God.  
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Pete Grieg was director of prayer at Holy Trinity Brompton 

for eight years and is one of the founders of the 24-7  

prayer movement which has touched more than half the 

nations of the earth.” 

 

God on Mute: engaging the silence of unanswered prayer. 

Originally published 2007 

2nd edition, revised and updated,  2020. 

 

Please speak to Mary or Kathy if you would like to borrow 

a copy of God on Mute. 

Mary Pringle 

 

Christian Aid Prayer Boats 

Following the service on 19th September our  26 prayer 

boats set sail for COP 26.   

The prayer boats will join with thousands of others     

collected by Christian Aid to form an installation in       

Glasgow. We pray that world leaders  will hear our call 

for climate justice and make bold  commitments to 

change  
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We continue to study Paul’s letter to the church in Corinth  

until we begin to turn our eyes towards Advent…..  

Kathy 

November 14th is Remembrance Sunday.  Our service will 

be shorter than usual to allow time for us to join with others 

at the Groby Club for an act of Remembrance, beginning at  

10.45 am. 

Kevan will lead us in Communion during the service on 

the 28th November.   Elders are hoping that we will be 

able to serve the communion elements to all attending. 

S U N D AY  M O R N I N G  

T E AC H I N G  A N D  

R E AD I N G S  F O R  

N O V E M B E R  

7th  1 Corinthians 2  

‘We have the mind of Christ’ 

Jane             

Henderson 

14th  

10-10.30am 

Praise & Prayer Elders 

14th.  4 pm ‘Ready, Set, Go!’ 

Service for Children 

Wendy Hall 

21st  1 Corinthians 3  

‘You are the temple of God 

and His spirit dwells in you’ 

Gary Wood 

28th  

1st Sunday 

in Advent 

Genesis 3: 2-7   

‘It all started with the fall’ 

 

Linda Raynor 
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 Elder Music Media Welcome Coffee 

  (Tim) (Tim) (Joy) (Joy) 

7th  Rachel  Mark Mary Dave &  

Hilary 

14th

(10 

am)  

Sue 

 

 Tim Barbs Trevor & 

Mary 

21st Kathy  Barry Margaret Pat &  

Linda 

28th  Mark  Dave Alan Barry &  

Kathy 

Sunday’s Helping Hands in November 

“Novembers  Clean Team!”              
Week beginning…. 

1st Nov - “Our chores not yours” 

8th Nov - Kathy & Barry 

15th Nov - “Our Chores” 

22nd Nov - Trevor & Mary 

One cleaning volunteer needing a partner.        

Please contact Kathy if you can help! 
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The Just Shop 

Traidcraft Charity Christmas cards are now in stock or  

available to  buy online.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Felting and sewing kits 

so you can be creative - 

or give us  presents!  

  

 

 

 

Divine Milk and Dark Chocolate Advent Calendars and The 

Real Chocolate Advent Calendar  

Opening Hours in Leicester  (36 Silver Street,)  

Tuesday - Friday.  11 am - 4 pm                                       

Saturday 10 am - 5 pm  

(extended hours are possible - check their website) 

Shop online anytime  https://justfairtrade.com/ 

(Roger & Ruth are happy to help with orders for those      

unable to get into the City Centre.) 

https://justfairtrade.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f48501e682c38a858b2a4ea4b&id=f402a7f1d5&e=2a7b24a59b
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This year’s Christmas fund-raiser will be        

Tearfund’s Bin Twinning project. 

More coming up in next month’s   

Contact! 

 

 

 

 

Open the Book is an amazing opportunity to go into our   

local schools and telling the children some of the stories 

and teachings from the bible  It is a CTG activity, but       

currently completely unrepresented by  anyone from our 

church. 

If you feel you might be able to help in any way at all, 

please get in touch with Lynda Hawkes on 

lynda.hawkes@ntlworld.com. 

She would love to hear from you! 
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   Taking it to the streets  
 

Many families in our country are going hungry right now 

and need to use food banks to survive. With recent cuts in 

universal credit, colder weather, growing distribution chain 

problems, rising food prices and rocketing fuel and energy 

costs, daily life is becoming really difficult for these families 

who are quite simply struggling to put food on their tables.  

 

For the last two months we have been out across the  

country raising money to support the work of the Trussell 

Trust whose vision draws inspiration directly from                   

Matthew 25:35-36.    

 

The Trussell Trust operates 1,200 food banks and is also 

working hard to ensure that no one should have to use a 

food bank.  With Mary’s help Trevor has been busking in 

Coalville, Loughborough, Hull, and Nottingham where the 

Trust operate food banks. Trevor even went busking on  

our recent family holiday in Croyde, North Devon!  To date 

we have raised £860 and will continue to busk through to 

Christmas and into the new year. Trevor is busy sorting out 

his festive song lists  and has been contacting a number of 

local businesses  seeking their practical support.  He’s 

looking forward to playing at a local superstore near you 

this Christmas!  

 

You can read all about our fund raising initiative and watch 

some video clips  at the   “Troubadour T”  Facebook page. 

You don’t need to have a Facebook account to visit.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/TroubadourTrevor/ 

https://www.facebook.com/TroubadourTrevor/
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While busking is fun being dependent on food banks is 

not.    If you would like to help the Trussell Trust put food 

on tables please speak to either of us about how you can 

make a donation. 

 
Alternatively, if you know how to donate  online using Just-
Giving you can do so at our page. 
 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/troubadourt 
 
100% of all donations are paid directly to the Trussell 

Trust on the day of receipt.   

 

Please also look out for the schemes operated by local 

supermarkets where you can buy products and donate 

them their directly to local food banks. As the saying goes 

- “every little helps”. 

 

Trevor & Mary Pringle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture: Troubadour T, 

Beeston,  

Nottinghamshire. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/troubadourt
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    Autumn Update by 
June L. Ward 

 

The good news is that Groby Sings is alive and well even 

though we are still unable to assemble in our pre-pandemic 

home, the Groby Club.  We’ve been able to keep in touch 

via newsletters and singing at home on Mondays and even 

had a sing-at-home summer concert last year, Carry On 

Groby Sings, which was greatly enjoyed by many choir 

members.  We had hoped to resume as normal this Autumn 

but as there is still evidence of Covid cases occurring in our 

area the management and trustees have judged that, as the 

safety of all our singers is a priority, it would be wise to 

postpone our get-togethers a little longer.  So we will carry 

on singing at home on Mondays for the time being.   

 

The second piece of good news is that the Groby Sings 

Trustees can now announce that our new Musical Director 

will be Simon Lubkowski.  He brings a wealth of musical  

experience to Groby Sings.  As well as 16 years as a Head 

of Music and Music Teacher in Secondary Schools across 

Leicestershire, Simon works as a freelance Musical         

Director, Singing Teacher, Vocal Coach, Arranger,         

Performer and Composer and has been directing Choirs for 

the past 12 years.  Helen Hayes, our Conductor and       

Musical Director since Groby Sings was formed early in 

2013 is a very hard act to follow, but we are delighted to 

welcome Simon to our community.                                    

We can’t wait to resume singing under his leadership. 

 
Groby Sings is a Registered Charity no. 1180490   
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Christmas Tree Festival 

After a break last year due to covid restrictions St Philip 

and St James church will be holding another Christmas 

Tree event in December. See poster below for details. 

A number of our regular contributors are unable to bring a 

tree this year so we are looking for others to fill the church 

for the enjoyment of visitors. 

Anyone can take part, groups, businesses, families,        

individuals. No artistic skill is required, simply decorate a 

tree and give it a name. The display is not competitive and 

entry is free. 

Care will be taken with regard to covid safety. 

If you would like to join in please email                         

christinemdavies88@gmail.com   for more details. 

mailto:christinemdavies88@gmail.com
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 Pause for Thought...   

 The Artist by J.John 

 
There was a very famous 

artist who went back to the 

very small town where he 

grew up. As he walked 

around the town he looked 

into the window of an        

antique shop.  

 

He couldn’t believe it. There 

in the front window was one 

of his masterpieces. It was one that he had painted years 

before he was famous. The frame was broken, it was 

scratched and dented, the painting was dirty. But it was 

his. 

 

He couldn’t go into the shop and say ‘That’s my painting 

give it back to me’. 

 

If he wanted it back he had to buy it back, before he 

could clean it, restore it and reframe it. 

 

Jesus bought us back. Jesus came into this world and 

died upon the cross because by dying on the cross he 

was purchasing for us forgiveness from the past, new life 

for today and a hope for the future. 

 

Shared on Facebook 23.9.2021 From Mary Pringle 
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Coincidence or a ‘God Wink’?   

We continue our seasonal/ artist focus.                         

Both articles sent this month for November. 

Cherryl Read writes: 

This is a poem I wrote some time ago.  It is my idea of 

God our Creator preparing the sky for different seasons, 

particularly now for autumn.   

 

Summer’s End 

The Master Painter rolled-up the vast, blue      
canopy that had hung overhead 

and moved the orange sphere aside,  

another canopy to spread. 

This one hangs lower, not as wide. 

His pallet’s charged for Autumn skies, 

streaked with lemons, lavenders and pinks, 

pale, watery sun; its rays playing hide and seek 
through scalloped clouds, 

highlighting hedges, fields and crowds of trees. 

Broad brush-strokes in such livid shades, 

daubed lovingly on hills and glades. 

Oranges, scarlets, golds and lime 

to indicate that it’s now time 

to say ‘Goodbye sweet summer’. 

By Cherryl Read  



22 

 

 

 

Homegroups                               

We have regular homegroups, that 

meet fortnightly at  different times 

throughout the week, providing       

opportunity for bible study, prayer and 

conversation.  

 

Mondays - 6.30 - 8 pm in Groby                                        

Contact Mark Hiscocks, 0116  2876419   

hiscocksm@gmail.com 

 Wednesdays - 2.30-4.30 pm in Groby                            

Contact Jim Coaton, 0116 287 6909            

j.coaton@sky.com 

Wednesdays - 7.30 - 9.30 pm in Groby                           

Contact Kathy DuBoulay on 0116 224 5095 

kathygrace127@gmail.com 

Thursdays - 7.30 pm in Groby                                                    

Contact Elaine Mee on 0116 287 7608                             

Elaine Mee <elaineamee@gmail.com> 

Thursdays - (evenings) in Anstey or via Zoom.                

Contact Rachel Edwards on 07533228435                         

rachyrach17@hotmail.com 
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      December / January Double issue  

Our next Contact magazine is a double issue.   

The deadline is SAT 20th November 2021 but happy to 
accept articles sooner if prepared and ready to go! 

Please submit to magazine@grobyurc.com  or to Kathy  

(5 Hawthorn Rise, Groby)  Preferred via email. 

This magazine is published in print and on the church 

website, grobyurc.com.  If you would like to be added or         

removed from the paper copy distribution list or the 

monthly hyperlink email list, please let Mark or Kathy 

know at the magazine email address above. 

     F O R T H C O M I N G  D AT E S  

Remembrance Sunday - 14th November. 

Following a short service at the URC, at 10 am, we will join 

with our friends from St Philip & St James for a joint service 

at the Groby Club for 10.45 am 

Prayers:   

Zoom prayers - Wednesday every fortnight at 8 pm 

(November 3rd  & 17th) 

Elders will send out a link nearer the time for anyone to join 

Children & Family Activities: 

‘Light Party’ - Sunday 31st October at 4 pm at St Philip & 

St James Church, Ratby.   

“Ready, Set, Go” - Children’s Service - Sunday 14th       

November at 4 pm at Groby URC. 

Sunday Chattabox - Sunday 21st November at 4 pm at St 

Philip & St James, Groby 
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CONTACTS 
MINISTER:  Vacancy 

SECRETARY CONTACT : Sue Lawrence-Brooks 
0116 231 2866 / susanbeverley46@yahoo.co.uk 

YOUTH AND CHILDREN'S WORKER:  Vacancy. 

CHURCH HALL BOOKINGS:  Jane Hinds 07530 
957022 / janesnips@hotmail.com 

 

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP  

Our Sunday morning services start at 10 am.  We continue 

to encourage face covering and social distancing when 

meeting together indoors.    Services are recorded and then 

broadcast afterwards via our Church Facebook page. Our 

worship includes monthly Holy Communion  

 

The church building has a loop hearing system,       

wheelchair access, a toilet for the  disabled & baby nappy  

changing facilities. 

 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 

Some weekly activities are beginning to reopen, but with 
restricted numbers.  

Mon: Noah’s Ark parent & toddler group - 9.30-11.30 (term 
time) 

Thurs: ‘Fair Cuppa’* at Groby village Hall-10.30-12 am 

Fri: CatCH* parent & toddler group-9.30 - 11 am (term time)  

Sat: Tasters Lite* - Coffee & Cakes - 10-12 am 

* These activities are run jointly with St Philip & St James 
as part of ‘Churches Together in Groby’. 

Groby United Reformed Church 

member: Evangelical Alliance UK 

www.grobyurc.com, LE6 0FE 

 


